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Pastor Jen’s Sabbatical Sharings 

Fall 2025  

Wednesdays – 10 am In-Person & 6:30 pm on Zoom 

Class Notes available at: stjohnslutheran.church/ministries/christian-education 
 

Week Five: Participation, Part 2  

Welcome & Introduction 

➢ Prayer 

➢ Contemplative Practice – Song, “God is For You” by the Band JAREN 

➢ Travel – Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History & Aquarium and Fillmore, CA 

 

Prevalent Western Christian View 

“We are sinners, deserving God’s punishment, but because God loves us, he punished Jesus to 
save us from sin, so that we can go to heaven when we die.”  

➢ Original Sin 

 concept shaped by St. Augustine (354-430), based on Genesis 3 

 all humanity shares in the sin of Adam and Eve – sin is described as “concupiscence / 
lust / disordered desire” – passed along through procreation 

 sin is a transgression against divine law  

➢ Justice and Mercy at odds 

 God’s mercy – God forgives sinners, does not hold their sins against them 

o “God is love” (1 John 4:8); love “keeps no record of wrongs” (1 Cor 13:5); “as far as 
the east is from the west, so far God removes our transgressions from us” (Ps 103:12) 

o Jesus, God incarnate, teaches and exemplifies forgiveness (e.g., Matt 6:12, 18:21-22; 
Mark 11:25; Luke 17:3-4, 24:23) 

 God’s [retributive] justice – God punishes sinners, holds their sins against them – this is a 
view of God expressed in Scripture (e.g., Gensis 6:5-7; Exodus 20:5; Nahum 1:2-3)  

o “punishment” = “the infliction of some kind of pain or loss upon a person for a 
misdeed” (Oxford Languages online) 

o “retributive” = “punishment,” from the root “payback”( merriam-webster.com) – e.g., 
lex talionis (law of retribution, ‘an eye for an eye,’ Ex 21:24)  

 Cognitive Dissonance – ‘how can a loving God send someone to hell?’ 

➢ Atonement Theories – none declared by global church as exclusively orthodox  

 [Moral Exemplar – proposed by Peter Abelard (1079-1142) – the love and obedience 
demonstrated by Christ is so compelling that we will be inspired and empowered to 
follow his example] 
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 Christus Victor, Christ the Victor, or “ransom theory” (primary view up to Anselm) – 
Christ rescued us from captivity to sin, death, and the devil 

 Satisfaction – proposed by St. Anselm of Canterbury (1033/34-1109) – sin is a disgrace to 
God’s honor, creating a debt we owe to God but cannot pay, God in Christ paid our 
debt for sin and restored us in God’s honor  

 Penal Substitutionary Atonement (developed during Reformation, 1500’s) – Christ was 
punished in the place of sinners to satisfy God’s [retributive] justice  

➢ Salvation 

 Primarily about life after death – “going to heaven / not going to hell” 

 Roman Catholic – God’s gift received by faith active in works and sacraments – “faith 
without works is dead” (James 2:26) – persevering in God’s grace 

 Protestant – God’s gift received by “faith alone” – “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8) – accepting 
God’s grace 

 Contemporary Evangelical – “making a decision for Christ” – “if you confess with your 
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved” (Romans 10:9) – a one-time event 

 [Moralism - “being a good person” – held by Christians, though not a Christian view] 

➢ Ethics – not a primary consideration 

 orthodoxy (right doctrine), faith as intellectual agreement, will get you into heaven / 
orthopraxis (right practice), faith as lived experience, is less significant   

 all three Ecumenical Creeds (Apostles, Nicene, Athanasian) do not mention the ministry 
or teaching of Jesus  

 

Theology of Participation  - my view 

“We are God’s beloved creation, who have failed to love, and because God loves us, God sent 
Jesus to save us, so that we may join in God’s life now and forever.” 

➢ Original Blessing 

 Richard Rohr, proper place to start, based on Genesis 1 

 all humanity and the whole creation was made by God “very good” 

 as Love is the “Greatest Commandment” (Deut 6:4-5; Matt 22:36-40; John 13:34-35),     
my definition: sin is the failure to love 

➢ Justice and Mercy in harmony 

 God’s mercy = God forgives sinners, does not hold our sins against us  

 God’s [restorative] justice = God heals sinners, does not hold our sins against us  

o “restorative” = restoring “of a thing to its former good state” (Friberg Greek Lexicon) 

o God who made everything good in the beginning will make everything good again 
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➢ “Participation Theory of Atonement” – my view 

 Christ Jesus, God incarnate, participated fully in our human life, so that we may 
participate fully in God’s divine life  

 Builds on… 

o Recapitulation Theory – proposed by St. Irenaeus (ca 125-202) – Christ is the “new 
Adam,” who ‘sums up’ all of humanity in himself and lives a sinless human life, 
thereby undoing the sin of Adam and restoring us in relationship with God 

o Scripture: 

• Adam disobeyed God (Gen 3) / Christ obeyed God, “yet not my will, but yours 
be done” (Luke 22:42) 

• “just as one man’s trespass [Adam] led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 
of righteousness [Jesus] leads to justification and life for all.” (Romans 5:18) 

• “for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ” (1 Cor 15:22) 

• “And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10) 

• “And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” (Revelation 21:5) 

o D.E.H. Whiteley, “The Theology of St. Paul” (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1971) 

• “participation theory” – “Christ shared all our experience, sin alone excepted, 
including death, in order that we, by virtue of our solidarity with him, might 
share his life” (p 130) 

• not penal substitution  

▪ how is it just to punish an innocent person for the wrongdoing of others? 

▪ Jesus ended the sacrificial system for good – “It is a mistake to recognize the 
transcendence of Christ over the old sacrifices and yet to retain the rational of 
the old sacrifices in explaining his work” (p 147) 

➢ Salvation – participating in God’s life forever  

 Primarily about life now and forever 

 Salvation is being in relationship with Jesus Christ  

o we are saved by grace though faith in love  

o not our work; the work of God in Christ by the Holy Spirit in us  

o not our one-time decision for Christ; Christ’s steadfast love for us 

 Builds on… 

o Lutheran – “Joyous Exchange” – Martin Luther (1483-1546)  

• Justification by faith – Christ takes our sin and gives us his righteousness  

• “By the wedding ring of faith,” Christ takes upon himself the “sins, death, and 
pains of hell” which are ours, and which he has victoriously overcome, and 
shares with us his “grace, life, and salvation.” (The Freedom of a Christian) 
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o Eastern Orthodox  

• Theoasis, God became human so that humans might become divine – ongoing 
transformation by the Holy Spirit 

• “when he [Christ] is revealed, we will be like him. for we will see him as he is”  
(1 John 3:2)  

➢ Ethics – participating in God’s life now – my view 

 We have been, are being, and will be transformed in relationship with Christ Jesus 

 “orthodoxy” (right doctrine) produces “orthopraxis” (right practice) 

o Jesus, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” (John 13:35) 

o “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; 
the only thing that counts is faith working through love.” (Galatians 5:6) 

o “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7) 

 Builds on… 

o N.T. Wright  

• “Inaguarted eschatology” – the end times [eschatology] begin [inaugurated] with 
the first coming of Jesus – incarnation, life, death, resurrection, ascension – and will 
be completed at his second coming  

• (see notes for Class 4, “Participation, Part 1) 

o Dallas Willard, “The Divine Conspiracy” (London: William Collins, 1998) 

• Jesus “himself is the evidence for the truth of his announcement about the 
availabliy of God’s kingdom, or governance, to ordinary human existence” (p 27) 

• “Those who have apprenticed themselves to Jesus learn and undying life with a 
future as good and as large as God himself. The experience we have of this life as 
his co-conspirators now fill is with anticipation of a future so full of beauty and 
goodness we can hardly imagine” (p 410) 
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“Jesus, a Love Story”  

website: JesusaLoveStory.com 

Outline  

Jesus, a Love Story: Why the Gospel of Christ Jesus is Truly Good News for All 

 

Prologue: Knowing Jesus 

▪ My Story 

▪ Theology of Participation  

▪ Invitation   

Chapter One: The Story of Jesus 

▪ The Gospels 

▪ Telling the Story of Jesus and his Love 

▪ The Historical Setting 

▪ God Made Known [epistemology, how do we know?] 

• Faith Seeking Understanding 

• General & Special Revelation   

▪ Interpreting Scripture in the Light of Christ [exegesis, how interpret Bible?] 

Chapter Two: The Birth of Jesus 

▪ A Savior is Born 

▪ God is Love [theology, who is God?] 

• The Three-in-One God  

▪ The Holy Spirit [pneumatology, who is the Holy Spirit?] 

▪ We are Loved 

▪ The Characteristics of Love 

Chapter Three: The Wisdom of Jesus 

▪ The Word Became Flesh 

• Wisdom Traditions   

• Fully Human and Fully Divine [Christology, who is Jesus?] 

▪ Creation 

• God Make Space for Us 

• “Original Blessing” 

▪ Our Bodies Matter 
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Chapter Four: The Family History of Jesus 

▪ Genealogy in the Gospel of Luke – Back to Adam 

• Made in the Image of God [anthropology, who are we?] 

• Freedom to Love 

• Failure to Love  

▪ Genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew – Beginning with Abraham  

• The Promises of God 

• Blessed to Be a Blessing  

• Law and Gospel 

Chapter Five: The Public Ministry of Jesus Begins 

▪ Childhood 

▪ Baptism  

▪ Temptation 

• Angels and demons 

• “the world, the flesh, and the devil” 

▪ First Sermon 

• The Redemptive Reign of God 

• What it Means to Repent 

• The Kingdoms of this World 

• Belief and Faith 

▪ The Good News 

Chapter Six: The Public Ministry of Jesus Continues 

▪ Calling Disciples 

▪ Embodying the Good News 

• Restoring Health and Wellbeing 

• Illuminating Actions 

• Forgiveness & Reconciliation   

▪ Teaching the Good News  

• Sermons 

• Parables  

• Dialogues 

▪ The Imperatives of Jesus  
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Chapter Seven: The Death of Jesus 

▪ Holy Week 

▪ Why Did Jesus Suffer? [theodicy, why is there suffering?] 

▪ The Cross of Christ  

• How Did the Death of Jesus Save Us? [soteriology, how are we saved?] 

• A Participatory Theory of Atonement  

Chapter Eight: The Resurrection of Jesus 

▪ The Empty Tomb 

▪ The Risen Christ 

▪ “Go and Tell” 

• Mission 

• Conversion   

Chapter Nine: The Ascension & Second Coming of Jesus 

▪ Jesus is Lord  

▪ “All Shall Be Well” [eschatology, how does it all end?] 

• Hope for the End Times 

• The Resurrection of the Body 

• The New Creation 

Chapter Ten: The Power of the Holy Spirit 

▪ The Witness of the Early Church 

• The Gifts of the Spirit 

• The Fruit of the Spirit  

• The Guidance of the Spirit  

▪ “To All the Saints”  

Chapter Eleven: The Community of Jesus  

▪ Being the Church [ecclesiology, who is the church?] 

▪ Word and Sacrament  

▪ Making Disciples  

Chapter Twelve: The Way of Jesus  

▪ Following Jesus Today 

▪ Faith … Hope … Love 

Epilogue: Knowing Jesus 

 


