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Pastor Jen’s Sabbatical Sharings 

Fall 2025  

Wednesdays – 10 am In-Person & 6:30 pm on Zoom 

Week 1 / Oct 29    Pastoring  
Week 2  / Nov 5  Peace 
Week 3  / Nov 12  Patience  
Week 4  / Nov 19  Participation, Part 1  

Class Notes available at: stjohnslutheran.church/ministries/christian-education 
Week 5  /  Dec 3  Participation, Part 2 
 

Week Four: Participation, Part 1  

Welcome & Introduction 

➢ Contemplative Practice – “Praying the Awareness Examen” from Thriving Leadership 
Formation (thrivingleadershipformation.org) – “Prayer of Examen” from Jesuit tradition, 
reviewing the day and becoming aware of God’s presence in it 

➢ Travel – Petrified National Forest, AZ and Palm Springs Art Museum  

 

The Now and The Not Yet  

N.T. Wright (born 1948) – former Bishop of Durham in Church of England, Senior Research 
Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, and one of the world’s leading New Testament Scholars  

During Sabbatical, I read N.T. Wright’s: Surprised by Hope; God and the Pandemic; Simply 
Christian; Simply Good News; and Into the Heart of Romans 

 

Three Visions of the End Times – Eschatology = the study of the end times 

➢ Dispensationalism – the creation will be destroyed 

 Proposed in modern times by John Nelson Darby (1800-1882) – proponents Hal Lindsey 
(The Late Great Planet Earth), Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins (Left Behind), John Hagee 

 Selectively “literal” interpretation – biblical prophecy is code to break, not guide to life – 
ideas composed from mashed-up bits of Bible passages, mostly Revelation and Daniel   

o History is divided into seven ‘dispensations’ or ages – generally understood we are 
in the sixth age – ‘Age of Grace’ or ‘Church Age’ – right before the ‘end times’ 

o Christ will first “rapture” [a word not found in Scripture] Christians – and then later 
return to reign with them for a thousand years, the “millennium”  

o “Seven years of tribulation” will occur either after (pre-trib), during (mid-trib) or 
before (post-trib) the “rapture”  

o The earth and its creatures will be destroyed in a brutal battle, which Christ leads; 
any non-Christians will be sent to hell; Christians will go to heaven – generally 
understood as disembodied souls  
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➢ Apocatastasis (“universal restoration,” Acts 3:21) – all creation will be restored  

 Affirmed in the Global Church from St. Gregory of Nyssa, 4th century (God will be “all 
in all,” I Cor 15:28) to Father Richard Rohr, 21st century (“Divine Love Restores All,” 
CAC blog, April 18, 2022) 

 Biblical Vision of the ‘End Times’ 

o Christ Jesus is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb 13:8) – his character, as 
made known in the Gospels, will not change between his first coming and his 
second coming  

o “God is love” (1 John 4:8) – God is good and invested for good in the good creation 
God made – “For you love all things that exist and detest none of the things that you have 
made, for you would not have formed anything if you had hated it.” (Wisdom 11:24)   

o God’s shalom, peace, wellbeing, goodness established (Rev 21 & 22) 

• Jesus returns as promised – “See, I am coming soon” (Rev 21:7) 

• God takes up residency with humanity – we don’t go “up”; God comes “down” 
– “See, the home of God is among mortals” (Rev 21:3) 

• Holy Spirit invites everyone to “Come…take the water of life as a gift” (Rev 
21:17) – all human beings offered salvation  

• Whole creation is healed (e.g., Isa 42:9, 43:16-21; Rom 8:18-25; 1 Cor 5:17-21;             
1 Peter 3:1-13; 1 John 3:1-3) – “tree of life” with “leaves for the healing of the 
nations” (Rev 22:2) – images of Paradise (Gen 3) 

➢ “Life after life after death”  

N.T. Wright, “Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of 
the Church” (New York, NY: Harper Collins, 2008) 

 “Inaguarted eschatology” – the end times [eschatology] begin [inaugurated] with the first 
coming of Jesus – incarnation, life, death, resurrection, ascension – and will be completed at 
his second coming 

o “heaven” (where God is) and “earth” (where we are) are not two separate places – 
they are interlocking, overlapping dimensions – Jesus, fully human and fully divine, 
joins heaven and earth – “The kingdom of God is among you” (Luke 17:21) 

o Jesus rose and ascended with a physical presence/ body – “Touch me and see, for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” (Luke 24:49) – 
indicating the reality of our life after death and resurrection 

o all of history and creation is encompassed by God’s plan for salvation 

 What does it mean to be saved? 

o Life before death – we are already living in the kingdom of God, what we do in the 
present matters because it will last into God’s future 

o Life after death – saints will join Jesus in Paradise, in a state of “restful happiness,” 
awaiting the ‘end times’ – “Today, you will be with me in Paradise” (Jesus to the 
thief on the cross, Luke 23:43) 
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o Life after life after death, when Christ comes again – Christ will appear in bodily form, all 
the saints will be resurrected bodily, and the entire creation will be renewed – saints 
will be as God intends for human beings to be, caretakes of creation in loving 
relationship with God and each other  (1 John 3:2; Rev 21:3-4; I Cor 15:54-58) 

Working with God for Good 

➢ N.T. Wright, “Into the Heart of Romans: A Deep Dive Into Paul’s Greatest Letter” 
(London: Zondervan Academic, 2023) 

 Romans 8:28 

o NRSVue: “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose.” 

o Wright: “We know, in fact, that God works [Greek, synergeo, synergism] all things 
together for good with those who love him, who are called according to his 
purpose.” 

• Our present work and struggles “actively contribute in the present time to God’s 
overall working out of his purposes” (p 158)  

• Not about salvation – accomplished by God in Christ on the cross – about 
vocation of the saved community, “the calling to implement the already-
accomplished work of Jesus the Messiah within and for the benefit of the wider 
world of all creation” (p 161) 

• Lesliee Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralistic Society – “To be elect in Christ 
Jesus…means to be incorporated into his mission to the world, to be the bearer of 
God’s saving purpose for his whole world, to be the sign and the agent and the 
firstfruit of his blessed kingdom which is for all” (p 87) 

 Romans 8:34-39 

o The gospel urges upon us an “epistemology [study of knowledge] of love” – agape 
love, “generous self-giving that reaches out with delight to affirm the reality of that 
which is known and loved” – Paul, “I am loved, therefore I am” (p 199) 

o Paul knows that nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in the 
Messiah Jesus our Lord” (p 212-213) – early Christians knew personally…  

o the love expressed by Jesus in his ministry 

o the love expressed in “the resurrection of the crucified Jesus,” God’s long-
promised rescue plan for creation and humanity 

o the love expressed in their “present awareness of the person of Jesus himself,” 
known in the intimate prayerful life of his followers  

o We are “super-conquerors “through Christ who loves us – we are called to “be the 
means by which the pain and anger of the world itself may be exhausted and 
overcome” (p 217) 


