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Pastor Jen’s Sabbatical Sharings 

Fall 2025  

Wednesdays – 10 am In-Person & 6:30 pm on Zoom 

Week 1 / Oct 29    Pastoring  
Week 2  / Nov 5  Peace 

Class Notes available at: stjohnslutheran.church/ministries/christian-education 
Week 3  / Nov 12  Patience  
Week 4  / Nov 19  Participation  
Week 5  /  Dec 3  Practices 
 

Week Three: Patience  

Welcome & Introduction 

➢ Contemplative Practice – Pray-as-you-go.org, devotion from Nov 6, 2025 

➢ Travel – National Parks 

 

Patience & the Transformation of the Church 

 

Early Church – exponential growth – approximate Christians worldwide… 

100 AD: 10,000 / 200 AD: 200,000 / 300 AD: 6 million /400 AD: 35 million  

➢ Alan Kreider, “The Patient Ferment of the Early Church: The Improbable Rise of 
Christianity in the Roman Empire” (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2016) 

 Rooted in the character of God, and following the way of Jesus, the early church was 
patient [“love is patient” 1 Cor 13:4] – Patience… 

o lives at the pace given by God; entrusts the future confidently to God 

o does not try to manipulate; does not compel religious beliefs or practices; is not 
violent or coercive 

o reconfigures behavior according to the teaching of Jesus – daily lives guided by the 
Sermon on the Mount 

 Centrality of Catechism/Discipleship/ “Habitus” – ingrained dispositions acquired in 
the community – transformation of character (Rom 12:1-2)  

o Initiation into community 

• from friend to companion 

• from companion to catechumen – training by mentors in doctrine and practices 
in preparation for baptism – could take months or years 

• baptismal rite 

• post-baptismal incorporation into community  

• Sunday Eucharist – worshipping together around the Word and Sacrament 
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o Elements of Catechism 

• forming character 

• avoiding idolatry 

• learning the biblical narrative 

• learning the teachings of Jesus 

• memorizing Bible passages 

• imitating role models 

• fostering a culture of peace 

• bodily actions – e.g., making sign of the cross, kiss of peace, etc. 

• practical issues – what do you do if…? 

 Early church was known for behaving in patient, distinctive, counter-cultural ways… 

o integrity in business practices – e.g., did not engage in lawsuits 

o sexual discipline – i.e., chastity or marriage 

o welcomed and included women and children – “house churches” – gathered 
together at least once a week for an “agape meal” 

o manifested divine power – e.g., exorcisms and healings 

o cared for the poor and in need, without payment, whether or not they were 
Christians – e.g., provided food and nursing during times of plague   

o did not take human life in any form – e.g., not abort or ‘expose’ infants; not watch 
blood sports; not become a soldier, not kill if already a soldier  

o did not compel conversion – people became Christians because of the Christians 
they knew 

o St. Cyprian of Carthage (3rd century), “We do not speak great things but we live them.” 

 Emperor Constantine – the move from patient ferment to impatience force  

o “converted” in 311, but did not get baptized until right before he died, did not 
become a catechumen 

o argued for ‘two ways of being Christian’ – his allowed for hierarchical rank; 
violence; torture; coerced conversion; punishment of ‘heretics’; condensed catechism 
forcing on doctrine instead of practice; state/church power used to advance the 
interests of the church/state 

See also… 

Larry W. Hurtado, “Destroyer of the gods: Early Christian Distinctiveness in the Roman 
World” (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2016) 

Tom Holland, “Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World” (New York, NY: 
Basic Books, 2019) 
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The Emerging Church 

➢ Phyllis Tickle, “The Great Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why” (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2012) 

 Bishop Mark Dyer: “Every 500 years, the Church feels compelled to hold a giant rummage 
sale” (p 16) – three results or corollary events 

1) “a new more vital form of Christianity emerges” 

2) dominant form of Christianity is reconstituted  

3) Christian faith spreads dramatically to new geographic and demographic areas 

 Corresponds with times of social upheaval and change 

 Raises questions – authority; human identity; religious pluralism; morality; the shared 
narrative of the society – e.g., Copernican Revolution; Modern Science; Historical Criticism 

500 year pattern in the Church 

2000 – The Great Emergence 

1500 – The Great Reformation 

o Oct 31, 1517 – Martin Luther Posts “95 Thesis Against Indulgences” 

o 1529 – German leaders protest against Roman Catholic edict to stop teaching 
Lutheranism, Protestants break off from the Roman Catholic Church 

1000 – The Great Schism 

o Pope in Rome and Patriarch in Constantinople ‘excommunicate’ each other  

• Roman Catholic – Western [Europe]; Latin; leavened bread for Mass; Holy Spirit 
descends from Father and Son 

• Eastern Orthodox – Eastern [Europe]; Greek; unleavened bread for Mass; Holy 
Spirit descends from Father alone 

• 1054 – Filioque (“and from the Son”) – Roman Catholic Church adds this phrase to 
the Nicene Creed – [2024, Lutheran World Federation and Orthodox Church 
issue joint statement, suggest using Creed without filioque] 

o Roman Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church split  

500 – Gregory the Great / Monastic Movement 

o Pope from 590-604, led Roman Catholic church though decline of Roman Empire, 
wrote about St. Benedict and championed the monastic movement  

o Monasteries became centers for spiritual practice, biblical education and preservation, 
respite, medical care, and shelter for the vulnerable   

approx 4 BC – 30 AD – Christ Jesus life on earth  

500 year pattern in Judaism, as well 

70 AD – 2nd Temple destroyed  

587 BC – 1st Temple destroyed, Babylonian Captivity  

1010 – King David, Israelite monarchy established  
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[approx 1446 – Moses, Exodus from Egypt] 

[approx 2091] – Call of Abraham and Sarah] 

➢ The Great Emergence – Tickle posits… [Pastor Jen note, unsure about some of her conclusions] 

 “The Gathering Center”  

o Four ‘quadrants’ of Christians seeking common ground in conversation – Liturgical 
(Roman Catholic, Anglican); Social Justice (Mainline); Renewalists (Pentecostal); and 
Conservatives (Evangelicals) 

o Focus on “orthodoxy” (correct doctrine) and “orthopraxy” (correct practice) – also   

o “theonomy” – God alone in the final authority  

o “orthonomy” (correct harmoniousness) – truth found in Scripture (Protestant focus, 
sola Scriptura); tradition (Catholic focus); inspiration (Pentecostal focus) 
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Christianity Family Tree 

Christianity is the world’s largest religion – 2.6 Billion, 32.3% of global population 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data from: 

World Council of Churches, www.oikoumene.org/church-families 

Gordon-Conwell Seminary, www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity 

Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps & Timelines (Rose Publishing) 

Oriental Orthodox Church 
80 million  

Council of Chalcedon (451) 
 

Eastern Orthodox Church  
300 million 

Roman Catholic Church 
 1.2 billion 

Great Reformation (1500s) 
 

Protestant Movement  

Great Schism (1054) 
 

Lutheran 
110 million 

 

(Calvinists) Reformed 
30 million 

 
 

Anglican 
80 million 

 

Moravian Mennonite 

Anabaptist 
2 million 

Amish Quaker 

Presbyterian 
50 million 

Congregational 
(Puritans) 

United Church  
of Christ 
.7 million 

Pentecostal 
660 million 

Adventist 
17.5 million 

Restoration Movement  

Non-
Denominational 

12 million 

Methodist 
80 million 

Early Church (1st century) 

Evangelical Movement  

Evangelical  
(across denominations) 

600 million 

Baptist 
100 million 

Constantine converts (to) Christianity (311) 
 

Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) 
 


