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Week 1 - Introduction

Jesus, our Teacher

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11:28-29)

1. We are saved by grace through faith in Christ, not our works (Ephesians 2:8-9) - we
don’t follow the teaching of Jesus in order to be saved, we follow the teaching of Jesus
because we are saved

2. God graces us, and we respond - pattern throughout Scripture - “We love because
God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)

3. Jesus is God who came in person to show us and teach us the abundant life for
which God made us (John 1:1-14; John 10:7-18; John 14:1-14)

“From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”” (Matt 4:17)

Dallas Willard paraphrase: “...the rule of God is now accessible to everyone. Review
your plans for living and base your life on this remarkable new opportunity” (Divine
Conspiracy, 15)

1. Christ Jesus is the good news of the kingdom of God - God with us and for us, now
and forever

2. The kingdom of God is “the range of God’s effective will, where what God wants
done is done” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 25)

3. Martin Luther, “In fact, God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but
we ask in this prayer that it may also come to us...Whenever our heavenly Father
gives us his Holy Spirit, so that through this grace we believe his Holy Word and
live godly lives here in time and hereafter in eternity.” (Small Catechism, on the 2nd
Petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come”)

“Follow me” - Jesus to his disciples (Matt 4:19)

1. Jesus is the preeminent Teacher -

“rs

Jesus is Lord” can mean little in practice for anyone who has to hesitate before
saying, 'Jesus is smart.” He is not just nice, he is brilliant. He is the smartest man who
ever lived. He is now supervising the entire course of human history, while
simultaneously preparing the rest of the universe for our future role in it. He always
has the best information on everything and certainly also on the things that matter
most in human life.” (Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 95)

2. “Disciple” - learner, student, apprentice - ‘specifically in the NT as persons who
attached themselves to a spiritual leader” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) - “If I am Jesus’
disciple that means that I am with him to learn from him how to be like him.”
(Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 276)
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3. Discipleship to Jesus covers our entire life - personal, family, workplace, church,

community, ..

.” And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

The Sermon on the Mount (SOTM)

Gospel of Matthew
1. Matthew
a. one of the 12 Apostles called by Jesus
(Matt 9; Mark 2; Luke 5)

b. formally a tax collector named Levi
2. Gospel
a. writtenin 70’s AD
b. written to Greek-speaking Jewish Christians

c. focuses on Jesus as the Messiah who fulfills
Old Testament prophecy

3. SOTM, Jesus “went up the mountain”

a. Sermon on the Plain, Luke 6:17-49 - Jesus
“stood on a level place”; plateau (?)

b. single sermon; collection of teachings
Setting of SOTM
1. Public Ministry of Jesus (27-30 AD) - approx dates
5 BC - Jesus born in Bethlehem (Matt 1; Luke 2)
7 AD - Jesus visits Temple at age 12 (Luke 2)
26 AD - Jesus baptized by John (Matt 3; Luke 3)
27/28 AD - Jesus calls disciples (Matt 4; Luke 5)
28 AD - Jesus gives SOTM
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2. Mountain near Capernaum - Mount of the Beatitudes (?)

3. Taught to the Disciples (Matt 5:1-2)

Jesus & Moses - Jesus “went up on the mountain” (Matt 5:1), indicates Moses

1. Moses (approx 1526-1406 BC)

a. Prophet called by God to lead people of Isreal out of slavery in Egypt

b. received the 10 Commandments at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1-20:21) - and the 603
commandments that followed (found in the Torah, first five books of OT)

c. represents “the law” - foundational religious and moral teaching for the Jewish
people - Moses & Elijah, “the law and the prophets” - present at Transfiguration
of Jesus (Matt 17:3)
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2. Jesus - teaches “as one having authority” (Matt 7:29)

a. in SOTM, “you have heard that it was said,” refers to the law and its prior
interpretations - “but I say to you,” Jesus “fulfills” /completes/ makes known the
meaning of the Law (Matt 5:14)

b. Jesusis a Teacher greater than Moses - “The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17)

3. “Jesusis what God has to say” (Brian Zahnd, Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God, 50)

Outline of the SOTM

A. The Beatitudes (Matt 5:1-11) - “life in the kingdom of God through reliance on
Jesus” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 138)

B. Salt, Light, Shine (Matt 5:13-16) - the characteristics of Jesus” disciples

C. True Righteousness (Matt 5:17-20) - Jesus fulfills “the law and the prophets”

Matt 5:21-48: “the kingdom heart of goodness concretely portrayed as the kind of love that is

in God” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 138)

D. Transforming Initiatives (Matt 5:21-7:11) - ways of “deliverance based in grace”

(Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 136)

E. True Righteousness (Matt 7:12) - “In everything do to others as you would have
them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets”
F. Call to Action (Matt 7:13-27) - doing what Jesus teaches to do




St. John’s Lutheran, Palm Desert — Spring 2025 — Pastor Jennifer Shaw

Week 2 - The Beatitudes (Matt 5:1-12)
Blessed

“The Beatitudes are not about high ideals, but about God’s gracious deliverance, and
our joyous participation.” (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 35)

1. What it means to be Blessed

a. Blessed - Greek word, makarois, means happy, privileged, enjoying favorable
circumstances, “persons characterized by transcendent happiness or religious
joy” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) - “Beatitudes” from Latin beatus, means ‘blessed’

b. Context: Jesus went throughout Galilee, “curing every disease and every sickness among
the people...and great crowds followed him” (Matt 4:23b, 25a)

i. Jesus speaks these words to people who have experienced the blessing of God
in Christ Jesus - those who are poor, in need, outcast

ii. Beatitudes are not a set of ‘how-tos,” not legalism, not “works righteousness’ -
Beatitudes are “explanations and illustrations, drawn from the immediate
setting, of the present availability of the kingdom through personal
relationship to Jesus” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 106)

2. Who is Blessed

a. Jesus counters false cultural assumptions, then and now - prosperity and health
indicates God’s blessing; poverty and illness indicates God’s displeasure - e.g.,

i. disciples ask Jesus when they see a man born blind - “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents?” (John 9:2)

ii. disciples ask Jesus when he tells them “it’s easier for a camel to squeeze
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God’
- “Then who can be saved?” (Mark 10:25-26)
iii. ‘prosperity gospel” today
b. By starting with the Beatitudes, Jesus clarifies “that those in his kingdom don’t
work for blessing, but from blessing” (Villodas, The Narrow Path, 19)

c. Jesus teaches being blessed is being in relationship with the Lord, knowing the
Lord loves us in the midst of our present circumstances whatever they may be,
trusting the Lord will being ultimate health and wellbeing

3. Beatitudes in Luke
a. Jesus’ teaching in Luke 6:20-26

i. “Blessed are you who are poor” - poor, Greek word, ptochoi, “literally, of one
dependent on others for support, poor, destitute” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) -
“hungry,” “weep,” when people “revile you”

ii. includes “woes” to you who are “rich,” “full now,” “laughing now,” when
people “speak well of you”




St. John’s Lutheran, Palm Desert — Spring 2025 — Pastor Jennifer Shaw

iii. “Great Reversal” theme in Luke

b. Jesus’ mission statement in Luke 4:16-21 (quoting Isaiah 61:1-11): “good news to
poor,” “release to captives,” “sight to blind,” oppressed go free,” “proclaim year

of Lord’s favor”

aw

Blessed Are...
1.

poor (ptochoi) in spirit - “to live without a need for our own righteousness” (Rohr,
Jesus” Alternative Plan, 138) ...theirs is the kingdom of heaven - “is,” present tense,
kingdom of God is at hand

mourn - grieve over loss and grieve over sin, ours and the world’s ...they will be
comforted - God will restore us and ‘wipe every tear from our eyes’ (Isa 25:8;
Isa 61:2-3; John 14:1-5; Rev 7:17; Rev 21:4)

meek - meek, Greek word, praeis, “as a mild and friendly disposition; gentle, kind,
considerate” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) - humble, lowly, depend on God rather than
themselves; used to describe Moses (Num 12:3) and Jesus (Matt 11:29) ...inherit the
earth (quote Ps 37:11) - will be given by God, “inherit,” what they did not seek to
take by force (Isa 55:1-2; Matt 6:33; John 4:13-14)

hunger and thirst for righteousness - righteousness, Greek word, dikaiosyne,
“justice” (Friberg Greek Dictionary), ‘rescues the oppressed and restores outcasts to
community” (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 42) ...they will be filled - God will
make things right

merciful - mercy, Greek word, eleethésontai, “compassion, sympathy,
charitableness,” same root as almsgiving (Matt 6:3), “as benevolent activity toward
the poor” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) ...receive mercy - being merciful to others as
God is merciful to us (Ps 103:8, Luke 6:36; Matt 9:13, 12:7, 23:23)

pure in heart - pure, Greek word, katharoi, “clean, morally and spiritually, as free
from wrongdoing”; heart, Greek word, kardia, “innermost being,” ‘seat of emotional,
volitional [use of the will], rational life” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) - integrity,

consistency, same inside as out ... will see God present in all of life (Ps 22:3-4;
1 John 3:1-3; Heb 12:14)

peacemakers - not make war, practice nonviolence, as Jesus did; counters Zealots
who sought to prove themselves ‘sons of God” through military action for their
nation ...called children of God - God is a God of peace, shalom, health, wellbeing,
reconciliation, inner rest, harmony with God and each other and the whole creation
(Ps 34:24; Isa 2:4; Matt 26:52; Luke 2:14; John 14:27; Phil 4:9; James 3:18)

persecuted for sake of righteousness, experience hostility for doing what is right,
...theirs is the kingdom of heaven - “is,” present tense, kingdom of God is at hand

you [Jesus switches from “they” to “you”] when persecuted on my account -
“Discipleship is not based on devotion to abstract ideas, but on devotion to the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Chambers, Studies in the SOTM, 14) ...rejoice and be glad, reward is
great in heaven, like prophets before you, like Jesus himself
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” Apparently, Jesus is saying that the disciples’ response is a prophetic action in itself.
To live joyfully in the midst of misunderstanding and persecution points beyond, to
The Story,” the reign of God, the world of right relationships, the loving presence of the
Lord (Rohr, Jesus” Alternative Plan, 151; 132)

Week 3 - Salt & Light (Matt 5:13-16)

“When we align ourselves with Christ, and demonstrate our allegiance to him and him
alone, when we honestly and consistently seek to live in accordance with his authority,
not just in church but in every area of life, we will invariably draw out and enhance the
good already in the world. We will season and give life to those around us, and
illuminate the darkness” (Lane, Following the Call, 76).

Three Statements of Jesus:

~ “You are the salt of the earth”

~ “You are the light of the world”

~ “Let you light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven”

1. Jesus teaches with metaphors from common, everyday life - e.g., “the kingdom of
heaven is like yeast” (Matt 13:33); “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5);
“a sower want out to sow his seed...” (Luke 8:5)

2. Plural “you” and “your”

a. Jesus gathered a community of disciples to participate in his ministry on earth
(Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11; John 1:35-51) - and entrusted his
ministry to them when he ascended into heaven

i.  “You will be my witnesses,” by the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:6-11)
ii. “Go and make disciples of all nations,” baptize and teach (Matt 28:16-20)

b. In our context, tend to read individualistically, but not only about personal piety
- description by Jesus of his community of disciples, the church

“The gospel is not just good news for our personal lives; it’s the power of God to
establish a new way of belonging to one another” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 52)

3. “You Are”[Greek, eimi] - present tense verbs, the reality of followers of Jesus

4. “...of the earth”; “...of the world” - not a prescription for getting into heaven, but a
description of his disciples in the here and now

5. “Shine your light” - [Greek, lampsato] - imperative verb, a command
Salt

1. Characteristics

a. necessary for life - composed of sodium and chloride, elements in human body
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b. valuable - vital and rare, in ancient world, used as currency, Roman soldiers’ salt
rations, salarium argentum, from which we get word “salary”

c. healing agent - used to disinfect, cleanse wounds, reduce inflammation
d. preservative - keeps food safe and edible
e. flavor - makes food taste better

2. Hebrew Scriptures

a. as preservative, symbol of mutual obligation - represents covenant relationship
between God and God’s people (Ex 30:34-37; Lev 2:13; Num 18:19)

b. used in Worship - added to offerings and incense

3. Lost its taste? - stable elements, only losses flavor if diluted by being mixed with
other materials - not serving its purpose

Light
1. Characteristics

a. necessary for life - photosynthesis in plants, produces oxygen we breath and
food we eat

b. necessary for human health - Vitamin D; circadian rhythms

c. natural agent that makes things visible - allows us to see and function -
personally and communally

2. Hebrew Scriptures

a. created by God, in the beginning, “God said ‘Let there be light’; and there was
light” (Gen 1:1-5)

b. represents Triune God
i. God the Father - “The Lord is my light and my salvation” (Ps 27:1)
ii. God the Son - Jesus said to them, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12)

iii. God the Holy Spirit - “tongues of fire” rest on disciples filled with the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)

c. represents people of God...

i. asthey make God known - “I have given you as a covenant to the people, a
light to the nations” (Isaiah 42:6)

ii. asthey do God’s will - specifically associated with caring for those in need, e.g.

1. “if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness” (Isaiah 58:10)

2. “Light dawns for the righteous” (Ps 97:11)

3. “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn” (Pro 4:18)
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3. Hideit? - ancient world, lamps were pots filled with oil, light and extinguish under
bushel basket, waste of oil and time - not serving its purpose

“You are the salt of the earth”

Disciples of Jesus...

1. bring healing

2. preserve what it good and keep things from spoiling
3. draw out the best in people and situations

4. live differently than the world around us

“You are the light of the world”

Disciples of Jesus...

1. follow Jesus

2. share the good news of Jesus

3. do the good work of Jesus

4. don’t hide from the world around us - “A city built on a hill cannot be hid”

“Shine your light...so that others may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven”

“Jesus calls us to concrete, observable acts of goodness” (Villodas, The Narrow Path, 59)

Teaching of Jesus on “light, salt, and deeds”
(Strassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 473)

~Salt: the church as a “pioneering community” different from the world

Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you,
but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant” (Matt 20:25-26)

“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind,
so that you may discern what is the will of God —what is good and acceptable and
perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

~Light: the church as a “caring community that does not withdraw from the world but
instead serves the whole human family, beckoning outsiders and weary ones”

“...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.” (Matt 25:35-36)
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“But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jer 29:7)

“Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.” (Rom 12:13)
~Deeds: the church as a “disciple-making community obeying Christ's commands”
Jesus said to his disciples,
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses
of these things.” (Luke 24:46-48)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt 28:19-20)
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Week 4 - Higher Law, part 1 (Matt 5:17-26)

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is
like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets. (Matt 22:37-40)

The Law and the Prophets
1. Jesus fulfills the law and the prophets, the entire Old Testament, does not abolish

a. the “law” - Torah, first 5 books, contains 613 commandments, including the 10
Commandments (Ex 20:1-17; Deut 5:1-22) - represented by Moses

b. the “prophets” - along with “writings,” the rest of the Old Testament -
represented by Elijah

c. Jesus “fulfills” - Greek, playreo, “fill fully, complete, give true meaning to”
(Friberg Greek Dictionary) - Jesus accomplishes law and prophecy

d. God’s covenant with Isreal continues (Romans 11:1-2)

2. ’least and greatest” - Jesus making a point about disciples” example and teaching,
not calculating individual merit

Righteousness

Jesus “knew that we cannot keep the law by trying to keep the law. To succeed in
keeping the law one must aim at something other and something more. One must aim
to become the kind of person from whom the deeds of the law naturally flow” (Willard,
Divine Conspiracy, 142)

1. “Righteousness,” Greek, dikaisune, uprightness, justice, integrity; “of the right
behavior that God requires of persons (Friberg Greek Lectionary) - “true inner
goodness” (Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 145)

2. Pharisees (scrupulous in keeping the law) and scribes (teachers of the law) - among
those most respected for religious piety

a. define righteousness - keeping the law to earn God’s favor and gain the moral
high ground over others

b. religious authorities - outer righteousness
3. Jesus

a. defines righteousness - being in right relationship with God and each other and
therefore doing God’s will and seeking the good of others

b. Jesus’ disciples - outer righteousness from inner righteousness

c. Paul, “for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law” (Rom 13:8)
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Not “High Ideals,” but “Transforming Initiatives”
(Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 126-145)
1. “High Ideals”

a. SOTM seen a dualistic teaching, two antithesis: (1) law and (2) ideals “impossible
for practical living,” in which “Jesus prohibits anger, lust, divorce, oaths,
resistance to evil, and commands that we renounce all rights”

b. coveys Christian ethics is based on something other than following Jesus -
results in authoritarian legalism or self-seeking individualism

2. “Transforming Initiatives”

a. SOTM (Matt 5:21-7:11) includes 14 triads:

(1) Traditional Righteousness - “you have heard that it was said” - Jesus quotes
the law and its interpretations

(2) Vicious Cycle - “but I say to you” - Jesus names the destructive patterns, the
sin, which damages our relationships

(3) Transforming Initiative - Jesus uses imperative verbs; commands regular
practices that bring wholeness and freedom; practical teaching for grace-based,
active participation in the kingdom of God

b. emphasis not on “negative prohibitions that are hard teachings”; emphasis on
“positive transforming initiatives that are the way of deliverance based in grace”
(Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 136)

Transforming Initiative (1 of 14) - Matt 5:21-26

Do Not Murder; Anger; Reconciliation

1. Traditional Righteousness: “you shall not murder” - 5t of the 10 Commandments
(Ex 20:13; Deut 5:17; Num 35:30)

2. Vicious Cycle: ‘angry with brother or sister...insult...call fool’
a. anger as emotion - not sin

i. Jesus got angry, righteous anger at injustice (Mark 3:5; John 2:13-17) - for
others, not himself

ii. Paul, “Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger (Eph
4:26)

b. anger as contempt - sin

i. Greek word, orgizomenos, “being angry with,” ongoing hostility, ‘nursing a
grudge’ - liable to judgment

ii. insult - “raca” from Aramaic, “empty, devoid of value” - liable to council, sued
for liable before the Sanhedrin
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iii. “fool” - as an insult, “foolish, blockhead, useless” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) -
liable to fire of “Gehenna” (city dump trash fire outside of Jerusalem) - not
about salvation, Jesus driving home the point

c. contempt - feeling a person is “beneath consideration, worthless, or deserving
scorn” (Oxford Dictionary), using dehumanizing language, treating someone with
disrespect, disparaging a person or group of people made and loved by God

3. Transforming Initiative(s):

a. ‘if at altar...leave gift and go...” - relationship with God interwoven with
relationship with one another (Lev 19:18; Hos 6:6; Matt 9:13; Isa 58:6-8; 1 John
4:20-21)

b. practice of reconciliation - “be reconciled to your brother or sister” - restore the
relationship, talk it over, make peace (Rom 12:17-18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21)

c. practice of conflict resolution - “come to terms quickly with your accuser” -
don’t let things escalate (Luke 12:57-59; Prov 25:8-10; 1 Cor 6:1-8)

Conflict Resolution
William Ury, Possible

Possibilist - search pertinently for positive possibilities in midst of conflict (15)
Three Victories

1) Go to the Balcony - “a place of calm and perspective where we can keep our eyes
on the prize” (45) - pause, focus on what matters, step back and see the bigger
picture

2) Build a Golden Bridge - “an inviting way for the parties to cross the chasm of
conflict” (129) - listen, create options for mutual gain, attract through building trust

3) Engage the Third Side - engage the “surrounding members of the community”
(209) - host spaces the include everyone, get and offer help, brainstorm possibilities
for resolution

Jesus to disciples (Matt 18:15-17)

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.

But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.

If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses
to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
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Week 5 - Higher Law, part 2 (Matt 5:27-37)

Transforming Initiative (2 of 14) - Matt 5:27-30

Adultery; Lust; Removing Cause of Temptation

“The goodness of the kingdom heart, by contrast, is the positive love of God and of
those around us that fills it and crowds out the many forms of evil. From that goodness
comes deeds of respect and purity that characterize a sexuality as it was meant by God
to be.” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 168)

1.

Traditional Righteousness: “you shall not commit adultery” - 6t of 10
Commandments (Ex 20:14; Deut 5:18; Lev 20:10) - breaks the covenant of marriage

Vicious Cycle: “looks at a woman with lust” - 10th of 10 Commandments, “you shall
not covet your neighbor’s wife” (Ex 20:17; Deut 5:21)

a. “already committed adultery with her in his heart” - “heart,” Greek word, kardia,
“innermost being,” ‘seat of emotional, volitional [use of the will], rational life’
(Friberg Greek Dictionary) — not just emotions, but motivations and choices

b. Greek, pros to epithymesai, “in order to desire” - intent, matter of the heart

i. nota natural “spark of attraction,” but a decision to fan the flame (Job 31:5-§;
James 1:14-15; 1 John 2:15-16)

ii. “the downward spiral of behavior resulting from a heart that has turned from

covenant fidelity to covenant breaking” (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics,
298)

c. “to try to make another person an object for our consumption” (Rohr, Jesus’
Alternative Plan, 163)

Transforming Initiative: remove the cause of temptation

a. ‘tear out eye,” ‘cut off right hand” ‘thrown into hell” (Gehenna) - Jesus using
hyperbole, driving home the point - ‘cutting of” the ability to sin won’t stop the
intent to sin

b. setting heathy boundaries - be careful what you watch & be careful how intimate
you are with people who are not your spouse

c. men avoiding women not the answer - indicates women are the problem, men
not responsible for their behavior (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 167) - “Jesus rejects
this line of thinking and calls us to take ownership of what flows from our
hearts” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 93)

Transforming Initiative (3 of 14) - Matt 5:31-32

Divorce; Adultery; Reconciliation

A. Some interpret: Jesus is declaring that divorce and remarriage is never acceptable

B. Some interpret: Jesus is again using hyperbole to emphasize the sacredness of
marriage, but not declaring that divorce and remarriage is never acceptable
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C. Some interpret: Jesus is affirming mutuality and equality within marriage - there
may be circumstances in which divorce and remarriage is acceptable

“Divorce, if it were rightly done, would be done as an act of love. It would be dictated
by love and done for the honest good of the people involved. Such divorce, though rare,
remains nerveless possible and may be necessary. If it were truly done on this basis, it
would be rightly done, in spite of the heartbreak and loss it is sure to involve.” (Willard,
Divine Conspiracy, 172)

1. Traditional Righteousness: “Whoever divorces his wife, give her a certificate of
divorce” (Deut 24:1)

When Pharisees asked Jesus about this commandment of Moses (Matt 19:3-12), Jesus
said, “It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your
wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his
wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits adultery.” (Matt 19:8-9)

2. Vicious Cycle: divorce involves you in adultery - marriage as a legal transaction that
can be broken by men to the disadvantage of women

a. Deut 24:1: “Suppose a man enters into marriage with a woman, but she does not
please him because he finds something objectionable about her, and so he writes
her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house...”

i. included in the “statutes and ordinances” (Deut 12:1) given by Moses to the
people before entering Canaan - the law of Moses

ii. Jewish law allowed for divorce - men could divorce women; women could not
divorce men

iii. “certificate of dismissal,” Greek, apostasiou, indicates “in the sense of
relinquishment of property after sale,” legal transaction

iv. rabbinical debate over “something objectional about her” - some, only
adultery; some, anything at all

b. in society at time, divorce left a woman vulnerable to poverty, exploitation, death
- forced her into “adultery” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 171)

3. Transforming Initiative: Be reconciled...if possible

a. in his teaching (Matt 19:4-6; Mark 10:2-12), Jesus affirms God’s intention for
marriage as a covenantal relationship of two equal partners for their mutual
benefit and the benefit of their community - Jesus quotes...

i. Gen 1:27 - “in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them”

ii. Gen 2:24 - “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”

b. Jesus rejects a legalistic practice of marriage that harms women

c. Paul teaches a married couple who separate should seek to be reconciled (1 Cor
7:11) - but allows for divorce if one partner in not a believer (1 Cor 7:12-16)
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Transforming Initiative (4 of 14) - Matt 5:33-37

Do Not Swear Falsely; Oaths; Yes be Yes & No be No

A.
B.

C.

Some interpret: Jesus is declaring that taking an oath in never acceptable

Some interpret: Jesus is declaring that we are not take secular oaths, with some
permittable exception, e.g. “for peace, for the Faith, under calumny [refuting
defamation], and in bearing witness” (Rohr, Jesus” Alternative Plan, 165-166)

Some interpret: Jesus is not prohibiting oaths in general, but calling on his
disciples to be people of truth

“When you believe (or tell) a lie, you are not free. God created you for freedom - to
enjoy the benefits of truthfulness, honesty, and integrity. The degree to which we live in
truth is the degree to which we live in the way of Jesus.” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 75)

1.

Traditional Righteousness: “You shall not swear falsely” (Lev 19:12; Num 30:20;
Deut 23:21-22) - “but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord”

a. ancient world, “an oath invoked a deity’s witness that one was telling the truth”
(Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, 1634)

b. Jewish practice at time swear by holy things and places - e.g., by heaven, by
earth, by Jerusalem

Vicious Cycle: “Do not swear at all” - swearing by anything involves you in a false
claim (Matt 23:16-20; Jam 5:12)

a. dishonesty of using God’s name, or things associated with God, to “fool people
into believing that one’s words were truthful and trustworthy” (Stassen &
Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 376) - 2d of 10 Commandments, “You shall not make
wrongful use of the name of the Lord, your God”

b. a “device of manipulation” to give undue weight to our words and get people to
do what we want, rather than “respecting them and leaving their decision and
action strictly up to them” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 174)

c. the very need for oath-taking undercuts the truthfulness of everyday speech
(Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 376)

Transforming Initiative: “Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or ‘No, No'” - be truthful
(following from Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 377-379)

a. Jesusis the Truth... (John 1:14, 1:17, 4:24, 14:6, 18:37)
i. the embodiment of the God who is true - reliable, faithful, trustworthy
ii. the ultimate communicator of truth - that which is certain, valid, real

b. followers of Jesus know and tell and are “in the truth” (John 17:17; 2 John 1:1-2) -
“But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ” (Eph 4:15)

i. the truth “is a way of being” - pure in heart, integrity, alignment between
inner life and outward action - being reliable, faithful, trustworthy
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ii. commitment to the truth is verified by deeds - speaking the truth, being open
to truth that challenges us, willing to learn - rightly perceiving that which is
certain, valid, real

Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32)

Week 6 - Higher Law, part 3 (Matt 5:38-48)
Transforming Initiative (5 of 14) - Matt 5:38-42

Eye for Eye; Retaliation; Nonviolent Resistance

“Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night
already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)

1. Traditional Righteousness: “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth”

a. lex talionis, “law of retaliation” (Ex 21:23-25; Lev 24:19-20; Deut 19:21, “Show no
pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.”

b. law code in many cultures (e.g., Babylonian, “Code of Hammurabi,” Roman
Empire, Islam) - meant to ensure the punishment does not exceed the crime

c. compare: Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.”

2. Vicious Cycle: “Do not resist an evildoer” - retaliating violently or vengefully, by
evil means

a. Jesus resisted evildoers (Matt 9:1-8; Mark 3:1-5; John 2:13-17) - we are to resist
evildoers (Rom 12:9; Eph 6:13-17; 1 Thess 5:22)

b. “resist,” Greek word, antistenai, “set against” (Friberg Greek Dictionary) - in
Greek sources, used to mean “violent resistance, armed rebellion, lethal force’
(Strassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 138)

c. “do not repay anyone evil for evil...but overcome evil with good” (Romans
12:17a, 21b) - do not respond to evil with evil, hate with hate, violence with
violence (Lev 19:18; Prov 20:22; Rom 12:19; 1 Thess 5:15; 1 Peter 3:9)

3. Transforming Initiative: Nonviolent Resistance - do the unexpectedly calm, kind,
compassionate thing (also Sermon on the Plain, Luke 6:29-30)

Example of Jesus — did not ‘fight back” during his Passion
a. ‘turn the other cheek’

i. strike “on the right cheek” - indicates left-handed, back-handed blow, intended
to injure and insult

ii. “turn the other also” - face person who struck you - take a stand, not lie down,
not hit back
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b. “give cloak also’

i. cloak, under garment; coat, outer garment - Jewish law allowed suing debtors,
but coat was one possession could not legally seize (Ex 22:26-27; Deut 24:12-13)

ii. perhaps hyperbole; shame overreaching aggressor with nakedness
c. ’‘go also the second mile’

i. Roman soldiers could force civilians to carry their gear for one mile

ii. take the initiative and do more than required - go the extra mile from this verse
d. “give to everyone who begs’ and ‘do not refuse anyone wants to borrow’

i. consistent Scriptural call to charity (Matt 6:2-4; Deut 15:7-8; Ps 112:5; Prov 22:9;
Romans 12:14)

ii. give to those who cannot reciprocate (Prov 19:17; Luke 14:12-14; 2 Cor 9:7)
Transforming Initiative (6 of 14) - Matt 5:43-47

Hate Enemies; Conditional Concern; Love Enemies

“But the end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end is the creation of the
beloved community. It is this type of spirit and this type of love that can transform
opposers into friends. The type of love that I stress here is not eros, a sort of aesthetic or
romantic love; not philia, a sort of reciprocal love between personal friends; but it is
agape, which is understanding goodwill for all humans. It is an overflowing love which
seeks nothing in return. It is the love of God working in the lives of humans.”

(Martin Luther King, Jr.)

1. Traditional Righteousness: “Love neighbor and hate enemy”
a. “love your neighbor as yourself”
i. one of the commandments given in Leviticus (Lev 19:18)

ii. Jesus calls it the second of the Greatest Commandments (Matt 22:36-40; Mark
12:29-31; Luke 10:25-37) - love sums up the law (Rom 12:8; Gal 5:14; James 2:8)

b. “hate your enemy”

i. nota commandment, a sentiment expressed in Scripture - e.g., “Do I not hate
those who hate you, O LORD? And do I not loathe those who rise up against
you? I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.” (Ps 139:21-22)

ii. “even though the imprecatory psalms are recorded in Scripture, they’re not
recommended as a way of life” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 163-4)

2. Vicious Cycle: Vicious cycle seen in those without the law - conditional concern

a. human nature to care for those who care for us - even ‘law-breakers’ can do this:
Gentiles (who didn’t have the law) and tax collectors (who didn’t keep the law)

b. allows exemptions to hate and exclude people we don’t like or who aren’t like us
- Jesus was asked “who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-37)
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3. Transforming Initiative: Be inclusive as God is inclusive (also Sermon on the Plain,
Luke 6:27,28 & 30-35)

a. “love your enemies”
i. not simply an emotion - you don’t have to like people to love them
ii. “love,” Greek word, agape

1. “love, especially of love as based on evaluation and choice, a matter of
will and action” (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

2. “understanding goodwill for all humans” (MLK)

3. “love that reaches everyone we deal with” - core of who we are as new
persons in relationship with Jesus Christ (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 184)

b. “pray for those who persecute you” (Rom 12:14; 1 Cor 4:11-13; 1 Peter 3:9)
c. “so that you may be children of your Father in heaven”

i. God gives life-sustaining gifts to all people without condition, whether they
know it or return it or share it with others - “sun rise on evil and good’; ‘rain
falls on righteous and unrighteous’

ii. God’s love is unconditional

Example of Jesus (Villodas, Narrow Path, 167)

“Jesus also loves his enemies through compassion - seen most profoundly on the cross,
where he prays, ‘Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing’” (Luke
23:34) - Jesus knew their stories...

“To love our enemies is to acknowledge the painful truth that their words and deeds
usually emerge from a place that needs healing. Where the world sees only enemies, the
narrow path of Jesus makes space for the larger stories of their lives.”

Perfection - Matt 5:48

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”

1. “perfect”

a. Western philosophy of Plato, “being entirely without fault or defect” (Merriam
Webster) - not attainable for us in this life on earth

b. Greek, telos, “full measure, undivided, complete, entire...(a) of persons, full

grown, mature... carries the component of a purpose that has been achieved”
(Friberg Greek lectionary)

c. telos of human being is to be complete in love, fully compassionate, truly good, as
God made us and is remaking us to be

2. Luke’s Sermon on the Plain parallel, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”
(Luke 6:38) - The Message, “Our Father is kind; you be kind.”
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Week 7 - “When You Give” (Matt 6:1-4)

Spiritual Formation

Developing the character of Christ is relationship with the Triune God

1. “Soif anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Cor 5:17) - justification and
sanctification - we are saved by grace and we grow in grace (Eph 2:4-10 & 4:11-16)

2. “The true goal is to be what we do...Even before Isreal was told in the Ten
Commandments what to do it was told what to be: a holy people” (Abraham Heschel
in Following the Call, 161)

3. “Jesus Christ did not come to teach only; He came to make me what he teaches I should
be (Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, July 21)

Spiritual Disciplines

1. Intentional practices through which we open ourselves to the presence of God,
spend time with Jesus “to learn from him how to be like him,” and are transformed
by the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, who is present and active in our lives (John 14)
(Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 276)

2. “A discipline for the spiritual life is...an activity undertaken to bring us into more
effective cooperation with Christ and his Kingdom.” (Willard, The Spirit of the
Disciplines, 157-158)

a. Disciplines of Abstinence: solitude, silence, fasting, frugality, chastity, secrecy,
sacrifice

b. Disciplines of Engagement: study, worship, celebration, service, prayer, fellowship,
confession, submission

Spiritual Disciplines in Matt 6:1-18 (from The Life with God Bible, NRSV)

Giving/Service - “Loving, thoughtful, active promotion of the good of others and the
causes of God in our world”

Praying - “Interactive conversation with God about what we and God are thinking and
doing together”

Fasting - “The voluntary abstinence from an otherwise normal function - most often
eating - for the sake of intense spiritual activity”

Secrecy - “Consciously refraining from having our good deeds and qualities generally
known, which, in turn, rightly disciplines our longing for recognition”

Secrecy

“Beware of practicing your piety [Greek, dikaisune, “righteousness,” Matt 5:20] before
others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven.” (Matt 6:1)

1. point is not we hide our good deeds (“let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matt 5:16)
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2. point is motive for doing good deeds - “desire to have the approval of others,
especially for being devout” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 188)

3. if we expect the approval and esteem of others, God responds to our expectations,
and “courteously stands aside” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 190)

Transforming Initiative (7 of 14) - Matt 6:2-4

Giving Alms; Showing Off; Giving in Secret

1. Traditional Righteousness: “whenever you gives alms” - Jesus expresses here the
expectation that his disciples will give alms

Throughout Scripture, the people of God are called to give of their resources in service to the
Lord and for the good of the community, including through...

a. “tithes,” Hebrew word, hammaaser, “one tenth” (BDB Hebrew Dictionary) - root,
asar, to be rich or to enrich

i. acommandment given to support the Levites - the tribe of Isreal not given
land, but called to be priests leading the community in worship (Num 18:21-24;
Deut 14:22-29; Neh 10:38-39)

ii. became the “Temple tax” (Matt 17:24-27) - required payment to support the
Temple system

b. “alms,” Greek word, eleemosynén “as benevolent activity toward the poor,”
donation, charitable giving, acts of charity (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

i. given over and above the tithe

ii. consistent call in Scripture to give directly to those who need material help
(Matt 6:2-4; Deut 15:7-8; Ps 112:5; Prov 22:9; Luke 14:12-14; Romans 12:14;
2 Cor 9:6-15)

2. Vicious Cycle: “do not sound a trumpet” to be praised by others, as hypocrites do

a. “hypocrite” Greek word, hypokritai, “stage actor,” often wore masks in Greek
plays - a moral counterfeit (Matt 23:5-11; Luke 16:14-15; John 5:44)

b. “sound a trumpet,” hyperbole, wasn’t a practice at the time to do so - any way in
which a person wants to make sure their giving is known by other people

c. “have their reward” - phrase used at the time to indicate “paid in full” on
receipts - they wanted to be noticed by others, they were noticed by others

3. Transforming Initiative: “alms may be done in secret”
a. not about hiding what we do; about why we do it

b. ‘left hand not know, right hand doing’ - people “so transformed by their daily
walk with God that good deeds naturally flow from their character,” like driving
car or speaking native language (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 192)

“their deeds are ‘in secret’ no matter who is watching, for they are absorbed in love of
God and those around them” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 192)
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Week 8 - “When You Pray,” part 1 (Matt 6:5-6)

Prayer
A. Prayer is...

1. spending time with God; communing with God; communicating with God

2. “The practice of prayer that Jesus teaches takes place in a relationship with God

characterized by the experience of divine grace and intimate presence” (Stassen
& Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 453)

3. “Interactive conversation with God about what we and God are thinking and
doing together” (The Life with God Bible, NRSV)

B. “Prayer is both the entry point and the essential power that help us follow Jesus.”
(Villodas, Narrow Path, 43-45); three important lessons...

1. “following Jesus requires the empowerment of God”
2. “prayer is not a list we bring to God but a practice that forms us in his life”
3. “prayer is about simplicity of heart and speech”

In Scripture...

1. Jesus tells his disciples to “abide” [remain, stay, continue] in him, “I am the vine;
you are the branches...apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5)

2. “Pray without ceasing” (I Thess 5:17; also Luke 18:1; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2) - not
exclusion of other activity; consistent, reqular, daily practice that transforms us in
relationship with God

3. Jesus teaches a ‘simple” prayer, “Our Father...” (Matt 6:7-13; Luke 11;1-4)
B. Types of Prayer [not an exhaustive list]...
1. Petition - requests made to God [Ps 4:1, “Answer me when I call, O God”]

2. Intercession - requests made to God on behalf of others [John 17:20-21, Jesus
prays “on behalf of” his disciples and “those who will believe in me through their word”]

3. Confession - admitting our sins and asking for forgiveness [Ps 32:5, “Then I
acknowledged my sin to you”]

4. Lament - cries to God for help in times of trouble [Ps 22:1, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”]

5. Thanksgiving - expressing gratitude to God [Ps 107:1, “O give thanks to the LORD,
for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever”]

6. Adoration - praising God [Ps 147:1, Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises
to our God”|

7. Contemplation - being present to the presence of God [Ps 46:10, “Be still, and
know that I am God”]
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C. Jesus prayed - at his baptism (Luke 3:21); before choosing 12 Apostles (Luke 6:12-
16); during his public ministry (Matt 14:23; Mark 6:46; Luke 5:16); before he raised
Lazarus (John 11:41-42); at the Last Supper (Mark 14:22-23); in the Garden of
Gethsemane (Matt 26:36-46); on the Cross (Luke 23:34, 46); with disciples after his
Resurrection (Luke 24:30) [a few of many examples]

D. Question of unanswered prayer - “But the request, while powerful, does not always
get us what we have in mind as we make it” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 239-253)...

1. Some things are beyond our understanding

2. We may have to wait

3. We may not be asking for things in our or others’ best interests

4. We are free, God does not force our actions or the actions of others
5

. We are not alone - Jesus (who asked, “let this cup pass,” Matt 26:39) and Paul
(who asked for the “thorn” in his flesh to be removed, 2 Cor 12:7-9) made
requests that were not granted

Whatever else God may or may not give in response to our prayers, God always gives us himself

Transforming Initiative (8 of 14) - Matt 6:5-6

Praying; Showing Off; Pray in Secret

1. Traditional Righteousness: “whenever you pray” - Jesus expresses here the
expectation that his disciples will pray

2. Vicious Cycle: ‘stand in synagogue and on street corners’ to be seen by others, as
hypocrites do

a. ‘stand and pray’ - Jewish men prayed in public while standing or bowing down

b. “hypocrite” Greek word, hypokritai, “stage actor,” often wore masks in Greek
plays - a moral counterfeit (Matt 23:5-11; Luke 16:14-15; John 5:44)

c. “have their reward” - phrase used at the time to indicate “paid in full” on
receipts - they wanted to be noticed by others, they were noticed by others

3. Transforming Initiative: “pray to your Father in secret”

a. not prohibition against praying in public - Jesus (Matt 14:18-19; Luke 3:21; John
11:41-42) and the disciples (Acts 1:14, 2:46-47, 4:23-31) often prayed publicly

b. ‘goinroom,” perhaps hyperbole, most people at time did not have private rooms

c. not about where you pray, but why you pray - “your Father who sees,” our
relationship with the Lord
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Week 9 - “When You Pray,” part 2 (Matt 6:7-15)

Prayer to “the living and personal God of the universe is intelligent conversation about
matters of mutual concern. This takes place in a society of shared ends and efforts, where
agape love and the spirit of forgiveness are basic to every relationship.” (Willard, Divine
Conspiracy, 194)

Transforming Initiative (9 of 14) - Matt 6:7-15

Praying; Empty Phrases; The Lord’s Prayer

1. Traditional Righteousness: “when you are praying” - Jesus expresses here the
expectation that his disciples will pray

2. Vicious Cycle: “heap up empty phrases” as Gentiles do
a. not prohibition against coming to God repeatedly with request

i. Jesus encourages perseverance in prayer, e.g., Parables of Friend at Midnight
(Luke 11:5-13) & Persistent Widow (Luke 18:1-8)

ii. Paul encourages making “your requests known to God” in prayer (Phil 4:6; also
I Thess 5:17; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2)

b. Gentiles believed in many gods, repeatedly invoke the names of various gods to
get their attention and gain favor (Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, NRSV)

3. Transforming Initiative: “pray in this way”...

a. “your Father knows what you need before you ask him” - we already have the
attention and favor of the one true God, our Father

b. not about manner in which you pray, but why you pray - personal relationship
with the Lord who made us and loves us and is with us always

The Lord’s Prayer
A. also: Luke 11:1-4 - disciples ask Jesus, “teach us to pray”
B. echoes traditional Jewish prayers (Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, NRSV)
1. Kaddish, “Exalted and hallowed be his great name...” (Ezek 36:23)
2. Amida, “Forgive us our sins”
3. Jewish Evening Prayer, “Do not let us fail when we are tested”
C. Sevenfold Structure (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 459-466)

1. first three petitions: prayer for “God’s delivering reign to happen here on earth”

2. latter four petitions: prayer for “God to deliver us from four concrete threats to life
and to our participation in kingdom work”
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Petitions

Address: Our Father, who art in heaven,

a) God is our Father - personal relationship with the Lord (Isa 63:16-17; Jer 31:20;
Ps 103:13; Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6)

b) God is our Father

i. Jesus uses plural pronouns for those praying - “us” and “our” - Jesus teaches a
corporate prayer

ii. we are all children of God (John 20:17; Rom 1:7; 1 John 3:1-2), siblings with one
another

c) “heavens” (Greek, plural noun, ouranois) - God created the “heavens” (Gen 1:1)

i. ancient Jewish cosmology, “heavens” are seven spheres, from earth
atmosphere to abode of God, “highest heaven”

ii. God is as close as the air we breathe - “Our Father, always near us” (Willard,
Divine Conspiracy, 257)

hallowed be thy name.
a) honoring the sacred name of God, Yahweh (Ex 3:13-14; Isa 29:23; Ezek 36:23)

b) God’s name is holy in itself, we ask that it “may also become holy in and among
us” - living holy lives according to the Word of God (Luther, Small Catechism)

Thy kingdom come;

a) God’s kingdom comes on its own, we ask that it “may also come to us” - receive
Holy Spirit and “live godly lives here in time and hereafter in eternity” (Luther,
Small Catechism)

b) “To turn toward the kingdom, we must turn away from our smaller selves.
To say, “Thy kingdom come,” we must say in the next breath, ‘My kingdom
go.”” (Richard Rohr, cac.org/daily-meditations/parables-of-the-kingdom-of-god)

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

a) clarifies “thy kingdom come” - God’s kingdom is the “range of God’s effective
will” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 259)

b) God’s will comes about, we ask that it “may also come about in and among us” -
when God’s breaks evil schemes and instead “God strengthens us and keeps us
steadfast” in his Word and faith (Luther, Small Catechism)

Give us this day our daily bread;

a) acknowledging God provides for us; God is the source and sustainer of life

b) asking God to provide for our daily material needs - security is not in stockpiling
provisions for the future, security is in the Lord who provides every day (Ex 16;
Deut 8:1-4; Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:13-21; 1 Tim 6:6-8)
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5) and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
a) Definitions...

i. forgive - Greek word, aphes, (1) send off or away, let go (6) of sins or debts forgive,
pardon, cancel (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

ii. debts, sins, trespasses - Greek word, opheilemata, (1) literally, debt, in broader
sense, what is due, obligation (Rom 4:4) (2) morally, of guilt incurred, sin, offense
(Friberg Greek Dictionary) - Luke 11:4, hamartia, sin, wrongdoing, departure
from doing what it right (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

b) God forgives us (Ex 34:6; Lam 3:22; Micah 7:18; Isa 43:25; Jer 31:34)...we are to
forgive others as God forgives us (Matt 18:21-22; Mark 11:25; Luke 17:3-4;
Col 3:13; Eph 4:32)

c) Forgiveness “reveals three goodnesses simultaneously. When we forgive, we
choose the goodness of the other over their faults, we experience God’s goodness
flowing through ourselves, and we also experience our own goodness in a way
that surprises us.” (Richard Rohr, cac.org/daily-meditations/the-power-of-forgiveness-
2022-09-16)

6) and lead us not into temptation,

a) “God tempts no one,” we ask that “God would preserve and keep us” and we
prevail over “the devil, the world, and our flesh” (Luther, Small Catechism)

b) “temptation” - Greek word, peirasmon, (1) as God's examination of humans, test,
trial (1 Peter 4.12); (2) as enticement to sin, temptation, testing (Luke 4.13)

i. “save us from the time of trial” - contemporary translation

ii. “do not let us fail when we are tested” - meaning of similar Jewish prayer
(Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, NRSV)

iii. prayer for the disciples offered by Jesus (Luke 22:39-46), by Paul (1 Cor 10:13),
and by James (Jam 1:12)

7) but deliver us from evil,
a) or “the evil one,” masculine singular noun

b) we ask that God delivers us “from all kinds of evil - affecting body or soul,
property or reputation - and at last...grant us a blessed end and take us by grace
from this valley of tears and to himself in heaven.” (Luther, Small Catechism)

c) Scriptures (like Ps 23, 34, 27, 91) do not promise that we will have no trials; they
“promise, instead, totally unbroken care, along with God-given adequacy to
whatever happens” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 266)

Doxology: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

a) not in Matt 6 or Luke 11, not included in Roman Catholic tradition

b) from 1 Chron 29:11, included in some early manuscripts - David praising God for
freewill offerings to build the Temple; echoed in Revelation (Rev 4:11, 5:13, 19:1)
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Dallas Willard’s paraphrase of The Lord’s Prayer (Divine Conspiracy, 269)
Dear Father always near us,

may your name be trusted and loved,

may your rule be completed in us-

may your will be done here on earth

in just the way it is done in heaven.

Give us today the things we need today,

and forgive us our sins and impositions on you
as we are forgiving all who in any way offend us.
Please don’t put us through trials,

but deliver us from everything bad.

Because you are the one in charge,

and you have all the power,

and the glory too is all yours-forever-

which is just the way we want it!

Week 10 - “When You Fast” (Matt 6:16-18)
Spiritual Discipline of Fasting

“The voluntary abstinence from an otherwise normal function - most often eating - for
the sake of intense spiritual activity” (Life with God Bible, NRSV)

Spiritual activity...

1. connecting with God - closely associated with prayer in Scripture (e.g., Dan 9:3;
Luke 2:37; Acts 14:23)

2. focusing our attention on God - letting go of distractions that weigh us down,
practices of self-discipline and humility (Gal 5:22-23; 1 Cor 9:24-27; 2 Peter 1:5-8)

3. experiencing our dependance on God - “one does not live by bread alone, but by
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD” (Deut 8:3)

“Nourishing ourselves on the person of Jesus” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 199)

~ the “Bread of Life” (John 6:22-39), the source of “living water” that gushes “up to
eternal life” (John 4:7-14) - Jesus gives us life now and forever

~ who feeds, saves, sustains us - has “food” the disciples don’t know about (John 4:31-34) -
feeds thousands with one meal (Matt 14:13-21; Mark 8:1-10)

~ with his body and blood given for us - the bread and wine of Communion (Matt 26:26-29;
Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:15-20)
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Transforming Initiative (10 of 14) - Matt 6:16-18

Fasting; Showing Off; Demonstrating Contentment

“Prayer frees us for God, almsgiving frees us for others, and fasting frees us from
ourselves.” (Richard Rohr, Jesus” Alternative Plan, 171)

1.

Traditional Righteousness: “whenever you fast” - Jesus expresses here the
expectation that his disciples will fast

a. Biblical practice

i. abstain from food - also abstain from washing clothes, shaving, and anointing
(cleaned face by applying olive oil and scraping it off)

ii. required to fast [“deny yourselves”] on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur
(Lev 23:32)

b. practiced during

i. times of mourning and repentance - put ash on face and dress in sackcloth, rip
clothes (1 Sam 7:6; Neh 9:1; Joel 2:12-13; Jonah 3:5; Matt 9:14-15)

ii. times of discernment and preparation (Esther 4:9-17; Neh 1:4; Dan 9:3; Matt 4:2;
Luke 2:37; Acts 13:1-3; Acts 14:23)

c. contemporary practice - especially during Lent
i. 40 days, Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday (not including Sundays)

ii. remembering the 40 days Jesus spent fasting and praying in the wilderness
(Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13)

Vicious Cycle: ‘look dismal,” hypocrites, ‘disfigure faces’ show others they’re fasting
a. Pharisees voluntarily fasted twice a week to demonstrate righteousness

b. “dismal,” Greek word, skythropoi, “with a sad or gloomy countenance, sad-
appearing, sullen” (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

c. “hypocrite” Greek word, hypokritai, “stage actor,” often wore masks in Greek
plays - a moral counterfeit (Matt 23:5-11; Luke 16:14-15; John 5:44)

d. “have their reward” - phrase used at the time to indicate “paid in full” on
receipts - they wanted to be noticed by others, they were noticed by others

Transforming Initiative: when fast, “put oil on your head and wash your face”

a. take care of your personal appearance as you normally would - people at time
“anointed their skin with olive oil and then scraped off the oil to cleanse
themselves” (Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, NRSV, 1636)

b. not manner in which you fast, but why you fast - “your Father who sees,” our
relationship with the Lord

c. fast “in secret” - our bodies and souls sustained by the Lord, the source of “our
abundant strength and our joy” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 196)
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Week 11 - “Treasures in Heaven” (Matt 6:19-24)

“A “god’ is a term for that to which we look for all good and in which we are to find
refuge in all need. Therefore, to have a god is nothing else than to trust and believe in
that one with your whole heart... Anything on which your heart relies and depends, I
say, that is really your God.” (Luther, Large Catechism in Book of Concord, 386)

Transforming Initiative (11 of 14) - Matt 6:19-21

Treasures on Earth; Earthly Wealth Vanishes; Treasures in Heaven

“Treasures are things we try to keep because of a value we place upon them”
(Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 203) - what is really important to you?

1. Traditional Righteousness: do not store up “treasures on earth” - do not trust in self
and so hoard what you have

a. invested in...

i. outer, “works,” self-righteousness (Matt 5:20 & 6:1-18) to gain approval of God
and others

ii. material wealth for safety and security

b. biblical imperative for those who have material wealth to share with those don’t
(e.g., Lev 23:22 & 25:35; Deut 15:11 & 24:14; Isa 58:10; Ps 112:5; Prov 22:9)

i

2. Vicious Cycle: “moth and rust consume,” “thieves break in and steal”

a. moth larvae eat natural materials; rust corrodes metal; thieves dug thru mud-
brick home walls & took possessions, including strongbox holding valuables

b. material wealth doesn’t last

3. Transforming Initiative: store up “treasures in heaven” - trust in God and so share
what you have

“That is to say, direct your actions toward making a difference in the realm of spiritual
substance sustained and governed by God. Invest your life in what God is doing, which
cannot be lost” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 205)

a. investin...
i. relationship with Jesus
ii. good of other people - treasure God’s people, including ourselves, as God does
iii. care for the earth - treasure God’s creation as God does
b. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”

i. heart, Greek word, kardia, “innermost being,” ‘seat of emotional, volitional [use
of the will], rational life” (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

ii. what we value (treasure) guides who we are (heart) - a “heart rightly directed
therefore brings health and wholeness to the entire personality” (Willard,
Divine Conspiracy, 206)
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The Healthy Eye - Matt 6:22-24

also Luke 11:34-36 - includes, “If then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it
in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp gives you light with its rays.” -
Matt 5:14-16 - “let your light shine”

1. Eye like a window that carries light into the body (perception in ancient world)

a. “healthy,” Greek word, haplous - strictly single, without folds; hence simple, sincere,
innocent; of the eye healthy, clear (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

b. Jewish tradition - “healthy eye” referred to generosity; “unhealthy eye” referred
to stinginess

c. connects themes in this and next passage (6:24) - singular and sincere devotion
to the one true God, and not to wealth (or any idol)

2. Light and darkness
a. ‘light is darkness” - light cannot be darkness; Jesus uses hyperbole to make point

b. not seeing / understanding in the darkness in contrast to seeing / understanding
in the light - theme in John’s writings (e.g., John 1:9, 3:19-21, 8:12, 11:9-10; 12:35-
36; 1 John 1:5-7, 2:8-10; Rev 21:23-25)
We have eternal life in Christ, an ‘imperishable inheritance’ (1 Peter 1:4-5), and “the
treasure we have in heaven is also something very much available to us now...Eternity

is now ongoing. I am now leading a life that will last forever” (Willard, Divine
Conspiracy, 208)

Week 12 - “Do Not Worry” (Matt 6:25-34)

“When Jesus tells his followers not to worry, he interrupts the continues loop of what-
ifs that tend to dominate our lives. To feel worry and anxiety are normal parts of being
human; however, to feed worry and anxiety leads to bondage...Like he does for the
birds scattered in the sky, God invites you into the carefree spaciousness of life in him.
There is not better place to be.” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 117 & 128)

Transforming Initiative (12 of 14) - Matt 6:24-34
Can’t Serve God & Wealth; Worry; Seek God First

also Luke 12:22-32 - concludes with “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

1. Traditional Righteousness: “You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matt 6:24)

a. “wealth,” “transliterated from the Aramaic, mammon - property, wealth, possessions

i. devoted to God or wealth; wealth is a rival god; money is not neutral, it has
corrupting power

ii. mammon is “the system of civilized life which organizes itself without
considering God” (Chambers, Sermon on the Mount, 59)
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b. Jesus warns against the dangers of wealth and the desire for wealth - e.g....

i. saying to someone fighting over an inheritance, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” (Luke 12:15) - greed/covetousness is prohibited in the 10t
Commandment - Paul writes, “greed is idolatry” (Col 3:5)

ii. telling the Parables of the “Rich Fool” (Luke 12:16-21) & the “Rich Man and
Lazarus” (Luke 16:19-31)

iii. in the “Parable of the Sower,” the “the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word” planted by God (Matt 13:22)

iv. saying to the rich man who wants to “inherit eternal life,” “Sell all that you own
and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me." (Matt 19:21)

v. explaining to his disciples, “it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of
heaven”- but “for God all things are possible.” (Matt 19:23 & 25)

2. Vicious Cycle - Worry
(A): “Do not worry” about ‘food, drink, clothes” (Matt 6:25-32a)

a. “worry,” Greek, merimnate, “(1) in a good sense care for, be concerned about;
(2) in a bad sense be anxious, be overly concerned about, be worried about” (Friberg
Greek Dictionary)

i. ‘good sense’ - concern about the Lord’s concerns (1 Cor 7:32-34) and concern
for each other (1 Cor 12:25; Phil 2:20)

ii. ‘bad sense” - overly concerned about - “do not worry about...”
~ needs of daily life; tomorrow (Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22-26; Luke 10:41-42)
~ what to say under persecution (Matt 10:19-20; Luke 12:11-12)

~ “anything” (Phil 4:6) - Paul emphasizes “active dependence on the
benevolent God who hears our cries and takes care of us, if not always the way
we expect, always in love.” (Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, 2096).

b. worry is counter-productive (Matt 6:27) - doesn’t “add a single hour to your span
of life” - Greek, pechyn, means a ‘cubit,’ lit. forearm; length measurement (Friberg
Greek Dictionary) - could also be, “doesn’t add a foot to your height’

c. “Gentiles who strive for all these things,” i.e., food, drink, clothes (Matt 6:32)

i. for Jewish audience, Gentiles represent those who believed in many gods, false,
indifferent or hostile to humans

ii. similar reason Gentiles “heap up empty phrases” (Matt 6:7) - they did not
know the one true God who made and loves and is invested for good in all
human lives and the whole creation - this produces worry

(B): “Do not worry about tomorrow” (Matt 6:34)

a. overthinking about the future, fruitless, not something we can control or affect
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b. peace in the present

i. Serenity Prayer, Reinhold Niebuhr, “.. .living one day at a time, enjoying one
moment at a time...”

ii. Carl Jung, we don’t know the future, so ‘do the next right thing’

iii. Martin Luther King, Jr., “I know not what tomorrow brings, but I know Who
brings tomorrow.”

[Transforming Initiative]: “Do Not Worry”
because “... your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things” (Matt 6:32b)

A. God our Creator - God’s reign - God made everything “very good” in the beginning,
including human beings, who are made in the image of God (Gen 1:1-2:3); God is
invested for good in creation (Ps 104); God will restore all humans and the entire
creation in the fullness of time (Rev 24)

B. God our Redeemer - God’s righteousness - God in Christ has made us right with God
/ righteous (1 Cor 5:18-21); we are saved by grace through faith in Christ (Eph 2:4-9);
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 8:38-39)

C. God our Sustainer - God’s provision - for creation, including us

1. Biblical narrative - nature is evidence of God’s providential rule
(Jonah 4:11; Ps 36:6; Ps 145:8-9; Ps 145:16; Neh 9:6; Matt 5:45; Rom 8:19-23)

2. Jesus often used nature to illustrate the kingdom of God
(Matt 13:24-30 & 13:33-34; Mark 4:26-29; Luke 8:4-8 & 13:18-19)

3. SOTM, Jesus gives examples of God’s care:

a. “Look at the birds of the air” (Matt 6:26), we are of more value (Matt 10:29-31;
Luke 12:6-7) - God provides food for them; God provides food for us

b. “Consider the lilies of the field” (Matt 6:28-29) - they have beauty from God,
greater than ‘Solomon in splendor’ (1 Kings 10); we have beauty from God

c. God “clothes grass of the field” (Matt 6:30); God clothes us
Two Notes

~ Dallas Willard (Divine Conspiracy, 214): “freedom from dependency on reputation
and material wealth,” does not mean that we won’t experience suffering and
persecution in this broken world, but that we will have peace in Christ as we do so -
during the Last Supper, Jesus tells his friends “In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 NIV)

~ Clarence Jordan (in Following the Call, 270), “When God first made humankind, he
made provision for all our needs. This has been true ever since...There is enough in the
world today to meet all our needs. The problem is not in supply, but in distribution, not
with God, but with us.”
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3. Transforming Initiative [Stassen & Gushee]: Seek first God’s reign & righteousness
(Matt 6:32b-33) - Trust and Serve God

Greatest Commandment: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might.” (Deut 6:4-5)

Those who understand Jesus and his Father, “know that provision has been made for
them,” and “place top priority on identifying and involving yourself in what God is
doing and the kind of righteousness he has...” (Dallas Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 212)

How identity and involve yourself in what God is doing?...

1. Spent time in Prayer - ask God to reveal his will to you

2. Spend time in God’s Word - consider how Scripture speaks to you

3. Spent time in Christ’s Community - seek the wisdom of trusted friends and mentors;
join in the Lord’s good work together

Full Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr

“God, give me grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, Courage
to change the things which should be changed, and the Wisdom to distinguish the one
from the other. Living one day at a time, Enjoying one moment at a time, Accepting
hardship as a pathway to peace, Taking, as Jesus did, This sinful world as it is, Not as I
would have it, Trusting that You will make all things right, If I surrender to Your will,
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, And supremely happy with You forever

in the next. Amen.”

Week 13 - “Do Not Judge” (Matt 7:1-11)

“The standard is God’s clear-sighted compassion: to be able to see ourselves and others
clear enough to be able to be of some help to them.” (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 178)

Transforming Initiative (13 of 14) - Matt 7:1-5
Do Not Judge; Be Judged; Remove Log from Eye

also Mark 4:24-25 & “Sermon on the Plain” in Luke 6:37-42 - includes Parable, “Can a blind
person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit?” (Luke 6:39; Matt 15:14)

1. Traditional Righteousness: “Do not judge”...others

a. “judge”(Greek, krine) in this context

i. does not mean: make a personal evaluation, form a personal opinion, decide -
we are to discern God’s will, right from wrong, “what is of value and what is
not’ (Rohr, Jesus” Alternative Plan, 173)
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ii. means: “as passing a personal judgment on someone's actions judge, criticize;
often in a negative sense condemn, find fault with” (Friberg Greek Dictionary)

b. “do not condemn others”- to critique is to assume the superior position
(Chambers, Sermon on the Mount, 68), and that’s not our place (Rom 2:1-11;
Rom 14; I Cor 4:1-4; 1 Cor 5:11-13; James 4:11-12)

c. the Lord is the only true judge, and the Lord does not condemn us - the gospel
truth embodied in the life and teaching of Jesus (e.g., Matt 20:25-38; Luke 19:10;
John 3:16-17, 8:15-16, 12:47; Rom 8:1; 2 Cor 5:18-21)

2. Vicious Cycle: ‘judged by same measure’...by others

a. if we criticize others, it’s likely they will, in return, criticize us; those who feel
attacked will counter-attack - and this damages the relationship

b. condemnation leads to shaming and blaming, strikes at the heart of a person’s
identity and worth, not good or healthy or helpful

c. “hypocrites” judge others - Greek word, hypokritai, “stage actor”

i. Jesus warned against being like the hypocrites, who “practiced their
righteousness’ to be seen by others (Matt 6:2, 5, 16), but “their hearts were far
from God” (Matt 15:7-8, 16:3, 23:1-39)

ii. exemplified in the “Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee” (Luke 18:9-14) -
about those who “trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt” (Luke 18:9)

d. hypocrites - have a distorted view of God and others and themselves...
i. see the “splinter” in the neighbor’s eye - lack of compassion
ii. don’t see the “roof beam” / log /plank in their own eye - lack of humility
3. Transforming Initiative: “Take log out of your own eye’
a. ‘remove log,” then ‘remove speck’ - see God and others and yourself more clearly

i. ‘remove own log’ with humility, grace, self-awareness - condemning others is
the log, demonstrates heart doesn’t have “kingdom rightness” (Willard, Divine
Conspiracy, 224)

ii. ‘remove neighbor’s speck” with compassion - following Paul’s advice (e.g. Gal
6:1-2), Willard writes (Divine Conspiracy, 218-219), if correction is needed. ..

~ be “absolutely sure” the person has sinned; clarity about wrong behavior
~ point is restoration, not punishment; “bring them back on the path of Jesus”

~ only done by those who are spiritually and personally mature

~ only done by those who are aware they too could be caught in sin;
“feel the weight of the one being restored”
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b. Willard notes: We can “train ourselves to hold people responsible and discuss
their failures with them - and even assign them penalties if we are, for example,
in some position over them - without attacking their worth as human beings or
marking them as rejects. A practiced spirit of intelligent agape will make this
possible.” (Divine Conspiracy, 225)

Transforming Initiative (14 of 14) - Matt 7:6-11

Do Not Give Holy Things Unwisely; Trampled; Give Trust to God
also in Luke 11:9-13

“If we are only true to a doctrine of Christianity instead of to Jesus Christ, we drive our
ideas home with sledgehammer blows. The people who hear us say, “Well, that may be
true,” but they resent the way our ideas are presented. When we actually follow Jesus
Christ, concentrating on him, the dominating and dictatorial attitudes go away.”
(Chambers, Sermon on the Mount, 75)

1. Traditional Righteousness: ‘Do not give holy things to dogs, or pearls to swine’
a. view among Jewish people at the time
i. dogs, scavengers kept outside (Ex 22:31); pigs, “unclean” (Lev 11:7; Deut 14:8)
ii. “dogs” and “pigs” represented...

...generally, those who were wicked and foolish (Ps 22:16; Prov 11:22; Isa 56:10-11;
Phil 3:2; 2 Peter 2:22)

...specifically, the Gentiles - the Roman Empire that oppressed the Jewish people
and the Greco-Roman culture that tempted them to serve false gods

b. proverbial teaching, ‘“do not offer wisdom to fools’ (Prov 23:9, 9:7-8, 26:4)

2. Vicious Cycle: “Trample them and turn on you’- various views...

a. Stassen & Gushee - those who do not know God (in this context, Gentiles), will
not respect God’s word or God’s people and mistreat both (Kingdom Ethics, 457)

b. Rohr - counterproductive to give wisdom or truth to those not ready to receive it
- “Jesus understands timing, patience, and growth” (Jesus” Alternative Plan, 175)

c. Willard (Divine Conspiracy, 229-30) -

i. not that some people are unworthy of good things we can give; but that we can
give good things in ways that aren’t helpful; pigs and dogs can’t eat pearls and
Bibles - “The reason that these animals will finally ‘turn and rend you’...is that
you at least are edible.”

ii. being “pearl pushers” who fail to listen to what people actually need - like
condemning, another way to try to control people, does not respect their own
responsibility and freedom

3. Transforming Initiative (Stassen & Gushee, Kingdom Ethics, 454) - Give your Trust in
Prayer to your Father in Heaven
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Do not trust in that which is untrustworthy; rather, trust in God, our Heavenly Father, the
Giver of every good gift

[Transforming Initiative, Willard]: the Dynamic of the Request

‘If I am condemning or manipulating others, I am the problem, but once I back away,
space opens for me to be an ally and resource,” “genuine communication, real sharing of
hearts, becomes an attractive possibility. The healing dynamic of the request comes
naturally into play.” (Divine Conspiracy, 231-36)

a. Giving good gifts

i. Jesus speaks from human experience - if a child asks a parent for bread or fish
(staples of the Galilean diet), will the parent give them a stone or snake?
the implicit answer is “no”

ii. Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater - if human parents, who are not good as
God is good - Jesus makes the point by saying “evil” — know how to “give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give to those
who ask him?”

b. “Ask and you will receive, Seek and you will find, Knock and door will be opened’

i. applies to our relationship with others - asking, instead of demanding, respects
the other person as we seek get what we need or want

ii. applies to our relationship with God - “ask and you will receive’ is a promise
given by Jesus throughout his teaching (Matt 21:22; Mark 11:24; Luke 11:9-13;
John 14:13-14, 15:7, 16:24)

“But the request, while powerful, does not always get us what we have in mind as we
make it...We do not know enough, and our desires are not perfect enough, for us safely
to be given everything we want and ask for.” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 239)...
question of unanswered prayer —

1. Some things are beyond our understanding
. We may have to wait

2

3. We may not be asking for things in our or others’ best interests

4. We are free, God does not force our actions or the actions of others
5

. We are not alone - Jesus (who asked, “let this cup pass,” Matt 26:39) and Paul
(who asked for the “thorn” in his flesh to be removed, 2 Cor 12:7-9) made
requests that were not granted

Whatever else God may or may not give in response to our prayers, God always gives
us himself.

Prayer is, “intelligent conversation about matters of mutual concern... {which} takes
place in a society of shared ends and efforts, where agape love and the spirit of
forgiveness are basic to every relationship.” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 194-195)
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Week 14 - “What Will You Do?” (Matt 7:12-29)

“The only proper response to this word which Jesus brings with him from eternity is
simply to do it.” (Bonhoeffer, Following the Call, 332)

“The Golden Rule” - Matt 7:12

also “Sermon on the Plain,” Luke 6:31

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you...” (positive form)

A. Basic moral code in most global religious traditions (Shinn, Following the Call, 296-9) - in
forms both positive (‘“do as want done’) and negative, known as the “Silver Rule”
(‘do not do as not want done’) -e.g.,

4. Hindu Mahabharata (ancient India): “People gifted with intelligence and purified
soul should always treat other as they wish to be treated.”

5. Confucius (5t century BC): rule of life is reciprocity, “What you do not want
done to yourself, do not do to others”

6. Rabbi Hillel (1t century BC): “What you yourself hate, do not do to your
neighbor. This is the whole Law. The rest is commentary. Go and learn it.”

B. But what principle guides what we want for ourselves and others?... “No external form of
action, no rule is enough...The Golden rule requires the imagination to put oneself
in the place of another and see [that person’s] needs. It requires love.” (Shinn,
Following the Call, 298)

“

...for this is the law and the prophets”

A. Circles back to Jesus’ teaching at beginning of SOTM (Matt 5:6, 10, 17-20; also 6:1-18)
on righteousness. ..

1. “scribes and Pharisees” define righteousness - keeping the law to earn God’s
favor and gain the moral high ground over others / outer righteousness without
inner righteousness

2. Jesus defines righteousness - being in right relationship with God and each other
and therefore doing God’s will and seeking the good of others / outer
righteousness from inner righteousness

B. The “Golden Rule” is given by Jesus in context of the “Greatest Commandments,”
on which the law/ commandments/ rules rest - love God with your whole being
and love your neighbor as yourself (Matt 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-27)

Four Parables - Matt 7:13-27

Also Luke: Tree & Fruits, Saying “Lord, Lord,” House on Rock (in “Sermon on the Plain,”
Luke 6:43-49) & “Narrow Door, ‘Don’t Know You’ (Luke 13:23-27)

Richard Rohr (Jesus” Alternative Plan)

Jesus announced, lived, and inaugurated a “new world order” that he called the
Kingdom or Reign of God (3). This Kingdom is based on the “encounter with God who is
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experienced personally” (4). Jesus reveals a reliable and benevolent God, “our Father,”
who is “to be imitated, enjoyed, and loved.” (4)

Jesus came to destroy the “old world orders” of political, economic, and religious
cultures that are based on violence and deceit (3) - the kingdoms of this world.

In the fullness of time, God will bring “universal restoration” (Peter’s sermon, Acts 3:21;
also Rom 8:1-39; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Eph 2:8-9; Col 1:19-20) (27) - “You're an eternal creature of
God and there’s no use denying it or trying to dress it up; it already is. That’s the
ultimate good news.” (79)

The Reign of God is “always now-and-not-yet,” both present and future, the “Really
Real” of eternity that breaks into our current human experience. (117)

Jesus shows us the way to live in the Kingdom of God now as we await the not-yet.

“Like any good spiritual teacher, Jesus sums up his sermon by calling his listeners to
a choice...”Do you want the old world order, or do you want the new one that I have
just described?” In a few verses, he will describe a series of paired options...” (180)

1. The Wide and Narrow Gate

Followers of Jesus, who is “the Way” of life (John 14:6), were known as “people of the
Way,” before they were called Christians (Acts 9:2, 19:9, 24:14)

a. traditional Jewish teaching - two ways, choice between life or death (e.g., Deut
30:11-20; Josh 24:15; Prov 9:1-6)

b. wide gate and easy path, leads to destruction, many take it

i

i. “old world order,
Alternative Plan, 180)

group-think” and “mob mentality” (Rohr, Jesus’s

ii. “simply doing whatever I want to do” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 275)
c. narrow gate and hard path, leads to life, few who find it

i. “new world order” as Jesus has just described it in SOTM (Rohr, Jesus’s
Alternative Plan, 181)

ii. “obedience - and the confidence in Jesus necessary to it” (Willard, Divine
Conspiracy, 275)

iii. one of Jesus” “I am” statements, “I am the gate for the sheep” (John 10:7-10)
2. A Tree and its Fruit (also Matt 12:33-35)

“Good works do not make a person good, but a good person does good works”
(Luther, The Freedom of Christian)

a. false prophets are “wolves in sheep’s clothing” - image originated by Jesus; wolves,
most common predators of sheep, represent humans who would harm others -
they do not speak the truth of God, despite their claim to do so

i. Hebrew Scriptures warn against (Mic 3:5-8; Ezek 13:9-12; Jer 6:13-15)
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ii. Jesus & Apostles warn against (Matt 24:24; Luke 6:26; 2 Peter 2:1; Acts 20:29; 1
John 4:1) - during and after Jesus” public ministry, multiple alleged prophets led
people in disastrous rebellions against Roman Empire

b. “you will know them by their fruits” — what they produce / words and deeds / both
“orthodoxy” (right doctrine) and “orthopraxis” (right practice) - your character
is revealed by your actions

c. “good fruit” in teaching of Jesus and Apostles ...

i. seedin “good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance. (Luke 8:15)

ii.  “Iam the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

iii.  “but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal 5:22-23)

iv.  “in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light - for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true.” (Eph 5:8b-9)

v.  “bear fruit in every good work” (Col 1:10b)

d. ‘not bear good fruit, cut down and throw in fire’ (Matt 3:7-12; Luke 3:7-17; Luke 13:6-
9; John 15:1-6) - the refiner’s fire that burns away what is harmful and unhealthy
and unloving in us so that what is good and healthy and loving remains

3. Saying “Lord, Lord” (Matt 7:21-23)

“Jesus’” warning is not meant to create dread; instead, it leads us to discernment and is a
clarion call to examine our decisions today. Are we doing our wills, someone else’s, or
God’s?” (Villodas, Narrow Path, 150)

a. Not everyone says “Lord, Lord,” and does things in the Lord’s name, “will enter the
kingdom of heaven”

i. donot do God’s will, but “try to substitute for that “great deeds” in God’s
name” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 275)

ii. not done in relationship with Jesus, “I never knew you” - a recognized formula
of rejection - “go away from me, you evildoers” - e.g. church that burned people at
the stake, “the old word order, hiding behind the glory of the new world order
- and creating victims, as it always does” (Rohr, Jesus” Alternative Plan, 182)

b. “only the one who does the will of my Father” will enter the kingdom of heaven

i. the will of God is “the very thing that Jesus has just gone over in his” SOTM
(Williard, Divine Conspiracy, 275)

ii. being in relationship with Jesus, open to the Holy Spirit, seeking God’s will
4. A House Built on Sand or Rock

“All of this is the same as saying that, in actually doing what Jesus knows to be best for
us, we build a life that is absolutely indestructible, ‘on the Rock.” “And the Rock was
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Christ’ (1 Cor 10:4).” (Willard, Divine Conspiracy, 276)
a. Jesus is the wisdom of God embodied - the Word, logos, became flesh (John 1:1-14)
b. traditional Jewish teaching, the “rock” is the Torah, God’s law
c. Jesus’ teaching, his words are the “rock” - wisdom is acting on his words

i. everyone “who hears these words of mine and acts on them” — wise person who
builds house on rock - those who hear Jesus and do what he says

ii. everyone “who hears these words of mine and does not act on them” - foolish person
built house on sand - those who hear Jesus and do not do what he says

d. ‘Be doers of the word and not hearers only’ (James 1:22; also Luke 11:28; John
15:14; 1 John 2:3; Rev 1:3)

Jesus, our Teacher - Matt 7:28-29

“...the crowds were astonished by his teaching, for he taught as one having authority”
(Matt 7:28-29; Matt 28:18-20; Mark 1:21-22; Luke 4:32; John 7:46)

A. Jesus is God who came in person to show us and teach us the abundant life for
which God made us (John 1:1-14; John 10:7-18; John 14:1-14)

B. “Jesusis what God has to say” (Brian Zahnd, Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God, 50)

C. “Plainly, in the eyes of Jesus there is no good reason for not doing what he said to
do, for he only tells us to do what is best.” (Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 273)




