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Welcome

Lighting of Advent Candle “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” by Barbara K. Lundblad

O come now, living water, pour your grace,
and bring new life to every withered place;
Speak comfort to each trembling heart:
"Be strong! Fear not, for I will ne'er depart."
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear,
God's chosen one, Immanuel, draws near.

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Have mercy on us, Gracious God.
We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor.
We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger.
We have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send,
and to treasure mercy and justice.
Turn us from our ways to your ways,
and free us to serve those in need. Amen.

God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for Jesus’ sake
and remembers them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts.
Yours is the kingdom of God. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the
sin that binds us, that we may joyfully bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “All Earth is Hopeful”  ELW 266 - Jon McGihon

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.



People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";
she conceived him, "God with us," our brother, whose birth
restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.

Readings Laura Ensch
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 89:1-4;  Philippians 1:3-11

Gospel Reading
Luke 1:26-38

Sermon “Ordinary, Extraordinary People” Pastor Jennifer Shaw

SERMON HYMN “O Day Full of Grace”  ELW 627 - Sarah Hagar

O day full of grace that now we see appearing on earth's horizon,
bring light from our God that we may be abundant in joy this season.
God, shine for us now in this dark place; your name on our hearts emblazon.

O day full of grace, O blessed time, our Lord on the earth arriving;
then came to the world that light sublime, great joy for us all retrieving;
for Jesus all mortals did embrace, all shame and despair removing.

For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, when he on the cross was hanging;
and then he arose and moved the stone, that we, unto him belonging,
might join with angelic hosts to raise our voices in endless singing.

God came to us then at Pentecost, the Spirit new life revealing,
that we might no more in death be lost, its pow'r over us dispelling.
This flame will the mark of sin efface and bring to us all true healing.

When we on that final journey go that Christ is for us preparing,
we'll gather in song, our hearts aglow, all joy of the heavens sharing,
and there we will join God's endless praise, with angels and saints adoring.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer…

Offering
As we continue to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of our community, we are

deeply grateful for your financial support. You can give by 1) mailing a check to the church
(42695 Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211), or 2) giving online through the “Give” button
on the top right corner of our website (stjohnslutheran.church).

Please give as you feel called and able to do so, and please know that any amount you give is
deeply appreciated.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Breath of Heaven” by Eaton/Grant - McGihon Family

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both, host and meal.
Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts
until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet.
Amen.

Announcements

Benediction

SENDING HYMN “People Look East” ELW 248 - McGihon Family

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Rose, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Dismissal ~ Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.


