
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

9 am 

January 17, 2021 
 

Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” ELW 520 

   ~Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; 

let our thoughts and hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you 

as the promises here given draw us wholly up to heaven. 

  

All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

till your Spirit breaks the night, filling us with light unclouded. 

All good thoughts and all good living come but by your gracious giving. 

  

Radiance of God's glory bright, Light of light from God proceeding, 

Jesus, send your blessed light; help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

that our prayers and songs may please you, as with grateful hearts we praise you. 

  

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration! 

Grant us what we need the most: all your gospel's consolation 

while we here on earth await you, till in heav'n with praise we greet you. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out 

upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that 

our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn 

inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We 

exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious 

God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know 

them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, our sins are washed 

away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s 

forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s 

reconciling peace. Amen. 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 

nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Readings   Craig Packer 

1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

  

Gospel Reading 

John 1:43-51 

 

Sermon  Pastor Jennifer Shaw 

 

Sermon Hymn “Will You Come And Follow Me” ELW 798 

   ~Jon McGihon, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

"Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?" 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Offering   “Up to the Mountain” by Patty Griffin 

    ~ Sarah Hagar 

 

 As we continue to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of our community, we are 

deeply grateful for your financial support. You can give by 1) mailing a check to the church 

(42695 Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211), or 2) giving online through the “Give” button 

on the top right corner of our website (stjohnslutheran.church).  

Please give as you feel called and able to do so, and please know that any amount you give is 

deeply appreciated.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer… 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Sung 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Hymn  “I Want To Walk As a Child of The Light” ELW 815 

   ~ Jon McGihon, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain In him there is no darkness at all. 

  The night and the day are both alike. 

  The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

  Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

 

Dismissal ~ Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 


