
Second Sunday of Advent 

9 am 

December 6, 2020 
 

Welcome 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” by Barbara K. Lundblad 

   ~ Sarah Hagar and the Worship band: Patrick Karst, Jeff Stover, Jim Watson 

 

O come now, living water, pour your grace,  

and bring new life to every withered place; 

Speak comfort to each trembling heart: 

"Be strong! Fear not, for I will ne'er depart."  

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear,  

God's chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast 

love endures forever. Together we confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, 

we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we 

have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 

free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you 

be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us 

to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn “Prepare The Royal Highway” ELW 264 

  ~ Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

 

 



Refrain Hosanna to the Lord, 

  for he fulfills God's word! 

 

God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 

 

Readings  Debbie Bridges 

Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

 

Gospel Reading 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

Sermon  Pastor Jennifer Shaw 

 

Sermon Hymn  “On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249 (1, 2, 4, 5) 

   ~ The McGihon Family, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 

 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise to fall no more; 

oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering  “O Come Emmanuel” by Lucas 

   ~ The McGihon Family, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

As we continue to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of our community, we are deeply 

grateful for your financial support. You can give by 1) mailing a check to the church (42695 

Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211), or 2) giving online through the “Give” button on the 

top right corner of our website (stjohnslutheran.church).  

Please give as you feel called and able to do so, and please know that any amount you give is 

deeply appreciated.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer… 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Sung 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Hymn  “Hark, the Glad Sound” ELW 239 

   ~ Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

He comes the pris'ners to release, in Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 

 

Dismissal ~ Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 


