
Reformation Sunday 

9 am 

October 25, 2020 
 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship       “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” ELW 835 (1, 2, 4, 6) 

  ~ Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

All creatures, worship God most high! 

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister moon and stars of night: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain 

you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Dear sister water, useful, clear, make music for your Lord to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

All who for love of God forgive, 

all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make your song amid the tears: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

O sisters, brothers, take your part, 

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms 

us again and again. Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Source of all life, we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we 

are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn 

it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be 

a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the 

healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 

At every moment, you are held by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit within you, and made 

alive in Christ. Receive this assurance in the name of Jesus: your sins are forgiven and you are 

set free to live for the healing of the world. Amen. 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 

age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 

and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on 

the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings  Maria Hunt 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28 

 

Gospel Reading 

John 8:31-36 

 

Sermon  Pastor Jennifer Shaw 

 

Sermon Hymn  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” - ELW 504 

   ~ The McGihon Family, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 

God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Offering  “O Day Full Of Grace”  

    ~ ELCA Choir 

 

As we continue to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of our community, we are deeply 

grateful for your financial support. You can give by 1) mailing a check to the church (42695 

Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211), or 2) giving online through the “Give” button on the 

top right corner of our website (stjohnslutheran.church).  

Please give as you feel called and able to do so, and please know that any amount you give is 

deeply appreciated.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer… 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Sung 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Hymn  “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796   

   ~ Laura Stave, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,  

is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said  

who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

"Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,  

for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,  

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

 

"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,  

my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 

The flames shall not hurt you; I only design   

your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 

 

"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

 

Dismissal ~ Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 


