
Sunday Worship 

9 am 

September 20, 2020 
 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ELW 834 

  ~ Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep 

your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 

again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 

has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 



Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you show steadfast love to us your servants. Grant us your mercy, and 

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Readings  Kirk Olsen 

Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30 

 

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

Sermon  Pastor Jennifer Shaw 

 

Sermon Hymn “Amazing Grace” ELW 779 

   ~ Laura Stave, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering  “Give Me Jesus” a. Ortega     

   ~ The McGihon Family, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

As we continue to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of our community, we are deeply 

grateful for your financial support. You can give by 1) mailing a check to the church (42695 

Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211), or 2) giving online through the “Give” button on the 

top right corner of our website (stjohnslutheran.church).  

Please give as you feel called and able to do so, and please know that any amount you give is 

deeply appreciated.  

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer… 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Sung 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Hymn  “Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” ELW 545    

   ~ Sarah Hagar, accompanied by Patrick Karst 

 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, trav'ling through this wilderness. 

  

Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel's joyful sound. 

May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful to your truth may we be found. 

  

Savior, when your love shall call us from our struggling pilgrim way, 

let no fear of death appall us, glad your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever reign with you in endless day. 

 

Dismissal ~ Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 


