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42695 Washington Street    Palm Desert,   CA 92211  
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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

  Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:00 am - Traditional Service 

10:10 To 10:45 am Coffee Fellowship
 

11:00 am - Praise Service 
Sunday School- Room 105

Saturday Worship   
4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light

July Calendar 

2 5 pm 4th of July celebration picnic 
4 U.S. Independence Day 

Church office closed
5 4 pm Caring Ministry Meeting
6 10 am Women’s Group /Fellowship Hall
7 4 pm Mutual Ministry Meeting
18 - 22 Vacation Bible School
26 8:30 am - FIND

BISHOP-ELECT TAYLOR'S INSTALLATION
 
The Rev. Andrew Taylor was elected as the third bishop of the Pacifica Synod during the Synod

Assembly on May 6, 2016. He most recently served as the pastor of St. Andrew's Lutheran

Church in San Diego, and had previously served as the pastor of ELCA churches in Tulare, CA

and La Habra, CA. He will begin his duties as our new bishop in August 1. 

 

Upon his election, Rev. Taylor stated, "I am humbled and honored that the people of the

Pacifica Synod have elected me as their next bishop. I look forward to the challenge of walking

with the congregations of Hawaii and Southern California as they reach out with God's love to

each other, their neighborhoods and the world, and I pray that God will grant me all I need to

be effective in this important role."[1]

 

Rev. Taylor will be installed as bishop on Sunday, October 23 at 4:00 pm at Hope Lutheran

Church, right here in Palm Desert. Please save the date to celebrate this very special event. 

[1] Pacifica Synod, Synod News and Notes, May 18, 2016. 

 

Jennifer Shaw



Mitch Phillips President
Millie Taylor Vice-President
Sherry Silver Secretary
Deborah Hulslander Treasurer
Curt Starkweather Deacon
Chris Dale Evangelism/Outreach
Larry Lang Music & Worship
Christy Ansbro Trustee 

 PRAYER CHAIN 

The prayer chain is confidential and
the prayer requests are sent via
email. Please join us!  

Contact  Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093, 
MIMIOO7@aol.com.

ST. JOHN’S IN THE SUMMER

Summer is here, and it's a hot one. It's nice to get away from the heat in the summer, and head to homes in cooler
climates or to vacation destinations. As you do so, remember that St. John's continues in ministry throughout the
summer. Weekly worship services, FIND distribution, VBS, Youth activities, Bible studies, and more continue to
serve our congregation and our community. In support of these ministries, we ask that you remember to keep St.
John's in mind through continued giving and prayer.

May blessings and cool air find you wherever you venture, and may your travels lead you all safely back home to
St. John's.   

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Palm Desert leads the way as an ELCA congregation in providing the "Prayer Book for
the Armed Forces" for Federal Chaplains to distribute to women and men in military uniform in service to our
nation. This congregation of the Pacifica Synod has been inspired by our synod's commitment to support those in
the Armed Services. 

St. John’s is raising substantial funds to purchase the books, published by Augsburg Fortress, to be given to our
ELCA chaplains, assisting them in their ministry to military personnel and their families. Their first effort raised over
$2,000 and paid for more than 200 prayer books. Their second effort raised more than $3,600, consequently
another 360 copies are now purchased and ready for distribution. Those 360
copies were brought to the gathering of ELCA Federal Chaplains meeting this
week and given to Navy Chaplain, Captain Russell P. Graef, CHC, USN, for
distribution among those in the United States Navy.  

Pictured are (L to R): 
Ruth Allen and Judy Burke from St. John’s; 
Chaplain Russell E. Graef from Chesapeake, Virginia; 
Pastor Scottie Lloyd, retired Army Chaplain, and now Pastor of Our Savior in
San Bernardino; and Bishop Murray D. Finck, Pacifica Synod and outgoing ELCA Federal Chaplaincy Advisory Board
member. 
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Our "Prayer Book for the Armed Services" Ministry

THANK YOU PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN'S! Once again the people within our congregation generously responded to the
opportunity to provide copies of the Prayer Book for the Armed Services through the ELCA chaplaincy ministries.  
By May 22nd our fund for the ministry grew to $3,605.80, allowing us to provide a substantial number of books to
chaplains in support of active military, as well as some veterans.  A blessing to so many people!

Wonderfully, until July 31st the publisher of the Prayer Book, Augsburg Fortress, is offering free shipping on any
order of 12 or more of the Books. This is helping us to get even more Books into the hands of service members. 
(Note:  if you have family and friends to whom you would like to provide Prayer Books, if you can order 12 or more
this might be a good time for you as individuals to order Prayer Books directly from Augsburg Fortress at
www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/18570/Prayer-Book-for-the-Armed-Services.)

Here's how your contributions have helped so far.   

✞ A shipment of 200 has been sent directly from Augsburg Fortress press to Chaplain John Swanson at the
Coast Guard base in Alameda, CA. By the way, Chaplain Swanson has just been assigned to Alameda. 
Previously, he was an ELCA chaplain and suicide prevention coordinator for the U.S. Navy Region
Northwest.  Chaplain Swanson is quoted in the May 2016 article entitled "Bearing one another's burdens"
in the Living Lutheran magazine. Please read the article if you can.

✞ Judy Burke and I delivered another 100 Prayer Books on Monday, June 20, 2016, to the meeting of the
Advisory Committee of the ELCA Federal Chaplains, which took place by the naval base in San Diego.  The
meeting was held in advance of the annual training session and conference for all ELCA Federal Chaplains.
Those events took place in the days after the Monday meeting. We presented the Books to participants in
the meeting on June 20th.  The 100 Prayer Books are being divided between five chaplains who were to be
present for the training sessions.  Judy and I were able to meet three of those chaplains - one from
Chesapeake, VA; one from the San Diego Naval Base; one from the Navy facility at Coronado.

✞ With the balance in the fund (which will go farther because of the free shipping offer) we will be able to
provide another 126 for distribution through more chaplains in July.

By the way, it was reported at the June 20th Chaplain meeting that all 300 Prayer Books which we sent to Lackland
AFB last year have been distributed to Air Force personnel.  

We thank you God and ask that you please continue to bless the people and the ministries of St. John's Lutheran
Church.

Respectfully submitted in His service,
Ruth Allen
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The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive
group of men who meet the 3rd 
Saturday of each month. In addition to
being an organization for fellowship and
study, the club provides a financial

avenue to support St. John's programs including the St.
John's Scholarship Program.  It also serves as a
personnel resource from among members for programs
such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.

There will not be a meeting in July or August; the next
scheduled meeting will be on September 17 at 8:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall 

Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for
the St. John's Men's Club Duke Frey at
duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902 / c: 760-702-7328.

The Ladies of St. John's   
For our regular meeting date of July 6th,
the Ladies of St. John's have planned a
kitchen cleanup day, beginning at 9

a.m.   We will be doing some labeling, so things will stay
neat for awhile!  Anyone wishing to add their elbow
grease is welcome!  

We will also have a Bible study led by Pastor Jen at
10:30 am, and if you haven't been to one of her Bible
studies, you should come!   

After the study, we'll treat ourselves to lunch at
Mario's.  All are welcome.

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients!

St. John's Men's Club (Second Year)  
Matt Barber - $500
Megan Donnelly - $500

St. John's / Eugene Louis Memorial Scholarship
Michelle Mehta - $500
Guadalupe Torres - $500

Mary Jane Tran -
$500

FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC 

Please join us for a Fourth of July Picnic on Saturday,
July 2nd at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  After our
"Saturday Night Light" service, we will be having
dinner and some fun!  Come, join us!  Please wear
your red, white and blue picnic clothes! We will be
providing the main course and beverages. 

You are asked to bring: 
*A vegetable or salad --if your last name begins with     
A through M 
*A desert--if your last name begins with N through Z
 
Mark your calendars now for this St. John's event.

Stephen Ministers

In the book of Acts, chapter 6, Stephen was chosen to
provide caring ministry to those in need.  Since the
time of the Apostles, caring ministry has been
considered a hallmark of the Christian faith
community.

Stephen Ministers are lay people trained by their
Stephen Leader to provide one-to-one Christ-centered
care to hurting members of the congregation.  These
leaders are people with a compassionate heart who
have been equipped with the skills to listen,
encourage, and offer support when someone is in
need. Stephen Ministers provide high-quality,
personal care to individuals facing a variety of crises or
life challenges--grief, divorce, cancer, financial
difficulties, illness, loneliness, disabilities, or other life
struggles.

St. John's is beginning a Stephen Ministry training
beginning in September.  We will be offering training
to individuals who are interested in becoming
Christian care-givers.  The training will meet weekly
for six months.  

Please contact Pastor Jen or Millie Taylor if you are
interested in learning more.
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Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @
760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 
or email   fijordsmen@verizon.net to
host a Sunday.  All your efforts are truly
appreciated!   

SWAT  (St John’s Worship & Art Team)
CALL TO SERVICE!   If you are not on the team yet, you
are welcome to join us.  Fun and fellowship
guaranteed!  Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for
more information.

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED   - Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer, there are many
opportunities for you to serve the Lord.  Call:  (760)
399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com 

St. John's is on Facebook! Search
"St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm

Desert" and like our page so that you can get updates
on all our important news and upcoming events.

Summer is here, and the youth of St. John's are still busy serving and having fun together.
We kicked off the month of June with Bible study and Rock the Flock rehearsal on the 4th.
The next weekend was a busy one. On the 11th we headed out to Palm Springs for the

Power Game. We enjoyed a nice barbeque with our church family and watched a great game. The next morning we
were back in church for Youth Sunday. The kids did a great job as ushers, readers, greeters, communion assistants,
puppeteers and singers. Congratulations to Matt Barber and Megan Donnelly for receiving 2nd year scholarships
from the Men's Club, and to Michelle Mehta, Guadalupe Torres, and Mary Jane Tran for receiving the Louis
Memorial Scholarship. What a wonderful way for St. John's to support the youth and the community! The youth
celebrated all of their accomplishments with a fun trip to the Santa Monica Pier on the 18th.  We enjoyed a
beautiful day at the beach as well as the amusement park on the pier. On the 27th, the kids were up bright and
early to help with FIND distribution.  We finished off the month with a fun movie night on the 29th. It may be hot
outside, but there are still lots of great ways to stay cool and have fun. Be sure to check out the rest of our summer
schedule below. 

Weekly Events - Saturdays - "SNL" followed by youth Bible study @ 4pm

Summer Schedule - Saturday, July 2nd - Independence Day Family Barbeque - 5pm
Wednesday July 13th - Movie Night - 6 to 8 in the Youth Room
July 18th - 22nd - Vacation Bible School 9am to 3pm 
Tuesday, July 26th - FIND Food Distribution - 7am 
Wednesday, July 27th - Movie Night - 6 to 8 in the Youth Room
Friday, July 29th - Wet N' Wild - 2pm to 9pm (Middle School Youth)
August 4th - 6th - "Invitation to Service" @ CLU (High School Youth) 
Wednesday, August 10th - Movie Night - 6 to 8 in the Youth Room
Saturday, August 20th - Beach Trip / Train to San Clemente 

 
Sunday school will continue throughout the summer, each Sunday at 11am. The kids celebrated the
end of the school year with a fun trip to Palm Springs Lanes after
church on June 5th.  We also celebrated our Sunday school kids
who are transitioning into Youth Group. 

We still have a few spots left for Vacation Bible School July 18th - 22nd 9am to
3pm. Please register ASAP!
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  1 Steve Sindoni
  2 William Taylor
  3 Avrianna Boyce
  4 Bill Winters
  5 Frank Van Patten
  6 Kelly Trembley
  7 Jacob Hernandez
  9 Carmen Flanagan
11 Vito Genovese

Erin Feagle
Jay Feagle

12 Jerry Holm
Chase Johnson

13 Thelma Nelson
Jarod Farrin

17 Corinne Simpson
18 Sharon Merrill
22 Mark Farrin

Molly Farrin
James Bridges

23 Logan Jones
25 John van Keulen

Alex Dodge
28 Christian Khoury
29 Pat Carmer
31 Doug Nehls

We don’t have 
any anniversaries 

in July.

  2 Bill Wilson
  4 Ruth Riddle
  5 Elzabeth Ash

Deyvn Jones
  6 Nate Craig

Avery Ballew
  7 Sebastian D'Alessio
  8 Harriet Johnson
  9 Cindy Hagar

Christopher Hopping
10 Carol Gunther
11 Linda Simmons
 Deborah Chester
13 Karla Bille
14 Kathryn Liesemeyer
15 Susie Keenan
16 Ron Walker
 Mildred Taylor
18 Betty Landis

Jacquie Severa
19 Gerald Johnson

Richard Laker
Benjamin Bridges

21 Mary Ellefson
22 Margaret Genovese
 Thomas Laffin
 Grayson Washington
24 Lou Lyons
26 Sandra Genovese
 Judy Phillips
 Alondra Hernandez
27 Olivia Lewke
30 Loren Liesemeyer
 Joy Bridges
31 Debra Manners

11 Linda & Paul Wainio
15 Cindy & Ned Millis
17 Sammie & Don Lingle 
21 Peggy & Leonard Smart 
25 Anne & Bram van der Meij
26 Karla & Sam Hansen 
28 Mary & Bill  Winters
28 Julie & Chris Dale 
28 Debbie & Ben Bridges

Consider our facility for any possible
gatherings.  Spread the word within the
community.  Examples:
*  Weddings *  Retirements *  Graduations 

*  Meetings      * Celebrations

Please contact Mitch Phillips for more
information. 760-360-8571 or 
mp@prolandscapeservices.net

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good
News” newspaper is delivered
via email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document file). 
Please make sure we have
your email.

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at 

http://www.adobe.com/downloads  

Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars  to St. John’s.

FIND  
Please continue to bring non-perishable
food items.  Next distribution will be July
26 at 8:30 am.
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