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Mission Statement: 

To Know Christ 
and To 

Make Christ Known

  Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:00 AM - Traditional Service 

10 To 10:45 AM 

   Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall

    Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101   

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship 

11 AM - Kids Church - 105

 Special Dates in October 

  5 World Communion Sunday
13 Columbus Day Observance
26 Reformation Sunday
31 Reformation Day

Website:  www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com

Email addresses: Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net

Ann Rhein, Office Manager :  st.johns@verizon.net

Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

These all look to you to give them their food in due season;

when you give to them they gather it up,

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things

Psalm 104:24-28

The timeless beauty of the psalmist's poetry is especially fitting as we enter the autumn harvest

season. The ancient writer perceived the providential hand of God at work in the wondrous diversity

of life, the vastness of the sea, and the ordered rhythms of nature. It is a vision of the wonder of God's

sacred creation-a vision we need in our time.

In October we remember another poet of creation's wonder, St. Francis of Assisi. In his song, "All

Creatures of our God and King," Francis recognized the beauty and bounty of creation as the

revelation of God's grandeur and goodness:

Sing brother wind, with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and grain:

 Alleluia, alleluia!

Dear sister water, useful, clear make music for your Lord to hear.

Those last lines praising water "useful, clear" are especially relevant in light of our present drought in

California. In such a time we are challenged to be good stewards of this precious gift God has

entrusted to us. But rather than being dominated by our fears of scarcity, our Christian faith suggests

a deeper and more positive motivation for our conservation and care of creation. 

Implied in both the psalmist's and Francis' words is the promise that if we look at our world with the

eyes of wonder and faith, we will perceive the providential presence of God. Just as the manifold

diversity of God's creation is a testament to God's wisdom, so in wisdom, God created us. As we sing

each Sunday in preparation for the meal we call "Holy Communion," we join with wind and sea, sun

and moon, with earth and all her creatures, in a great, unending hymn of praise. Rather than fear,

seeing ourselves as one with all God's creatures becomes the transforming vision of connection and

celebration that empowers us to be good stewards of God's creation. 

Peace,  Pastor Richard
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

What an amazing year we have had so far at St. John's.  In March we signed a month to
month rental agreement which has given us additional income which we did not budget
for.  In April we were able to pay off our building loans.  We are debt free on our

buildings. In June we received a large donation from a member which is to be used for upgrades on our
property.  We have had a wonderful committee that has spent many hours obtaining bids for work to be done. 
So far we have completed painting the exterior of the church, doing some minor altar renovation, checking out
our air conditioners for efficiency, updating some of our sound equipment, and installing new flooring in
Fellowship Hall.  During the month of October we will be painting the inside of the church including the ceiling
and wood beams, installing new carpeting, and replacing the pew cushions. We have also moved the pews in a
little different configuration.  We are still working on that.  We have a target date of November 2   for all worknd

to be completed to coincide with St. John's 50   anniversary. th

Unfortunately, we had a terrible storm on September 8   which resulted in some flooding in Fellowship Hall, ourth

storage area, and some minor water damage in the sanctuary.  However this was kept to a minimum due to the
fast work of our Office Manager, Ann, and Reina Rios from Homework Club,  who literally swept water out of
Fellowship Hall.  Ann also moved boxes out of the damaged area, got fans to dry out the damaged areas, and
contacted a contractor immediately to access the damage and start repair work.  This was considered "flood" 
from our insurance carrier and not covered by our insurance policy.  We have not received all the bills so we still
do not know what the final figures are for this damage. 

Our overall contributions as of the end of August are 7% down from our projected annual budget.  With all of
this going on, we have been able to go through the summer without going into our line of credit so we do feel
very blessed.  

Christy Ansbro, Treasurer

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

Over the past months of the Summer and continuing into the Fall, our St. John's Call Committee has been
meeting regularly to interview candidates.  The Committee chair, Mitch Phillips is also having regular
conversations with staff of the Pacifica Synod of the ELCA.  While we cannot report a specific end-point date at
this time, we are making good progress in our search.  Keep the members of our Call Committee; Mitch Phillips,
Judy Burke, Ben Bridges, Sally Jahries, Diana Lang and Norma Jean Woods  in your prayers as they complete their
work.

We could learn a lot from crayons: Some are sharp, some are pretty, some are dull, some
have weird names, and all are different colors … but they all exist very nicely together in
the same box.

—Robert Fulghum
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS - Come join us for a special Blessing of the Animals,
commemorating the feast day of St. Francis on Saturday, October 4th at  10 am on the
grass lot near the play structure.   All animals welcome on a leash or in a cage (even
cats!) or bring a picture or memento of your pet.

ST. JOHN'S 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY CELEBRATION

The St. John's family will celebrate this milestone on November 2, 2014.  
As with all family celebrations, many hands are needed to help in a variety of ways. 
If you can "pitch in" by helping with planning, shopping, cooking, setting up, serving or clean
up please  reply to Diana Lang at Diana@lcdinc.net  or at 760-360-2479.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community.   
Examples: *  Weddings * Retirements * Graduations *  Meetings  * Celebrations

Contact Mitch Phillips for more information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET.

CELEBRATION SINGERS

Rehearsals begin on Thursday, October 2  from 4 to 5 PM in the Choir Room.  nd

 If you are interested in music, fun, and fellowship, 
come by and check us out or call Laura Stave at (760)564-0137 for more info!!

AN ANCIENT STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE

Some Christians actively avoid church on Stewardship Sunday because giving is a private matter “between me
and God.” New pastors are even sometimes advised never to preach about money, lest certain people get riled
up. Yet Jesus talks frequently in the Gospels about giving and sharing our material goods — and he wasn’t the
first in Scripture to do so.

A thousand years before Christ’s birth, King David prepared to hand over the kingdom to his son, gathering tons
(literally!) of gold, silver and other materials for Solomon to use in building the temple. Revealing his take on
stewardship, David prayed: “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand” (1 Chronicles
29:14, NIV).

Would you like to be a Blessing to others?  - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a
meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's.  Please
contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or email her at  diana@lcdinc.net  if you are
interested in being involved in a Caring Ministry.   You will also be Blessed!     
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2 Bob Corwin
2 Paul Wainio
 3 Dorothy Zutz
4 Karla Hansen
5 Emmett Passow
5 Toni Laker
5 Craig Jahries
5 Trenton Schwanke
7 Jacob Hopping
8 Miah Montigney
9 Hayden Loutsenhizer
11 Betty Jo Carlson
11 Jo Lewke
11 Shauna Adams
12 Pat Ogle
12 Maria Hunt
13 Diane McClary
15 Marilyn Brockman
17 Ted Querciagrossa
19 Natalia Chan
20 Damarion Walton
21 Lindsay Moore
21 Halle Van Natta
23 Ruth Allen
23 Dilan Jahries
23 Hailey Ney
24 Judy Davis
24 Carl Lewke
24 Giselle Grilineau
28 Kyla Stave
29 Cole Johnson
30 Ann Rhein
30 Jamie Gatch

  2 Kris Hopping
  5 Lane Stave
  7 Robert Dixon

Phillip Branson
  8 Bill Koch
  Shirley Rosales
  9 Christy Ansbro

  
  1 Carol Greg  Van Natta
  3 Sam & Bob Corwin
13 Alice & Ed Hewitson
17 Wendy &  Jim Anderson
22 Carol & Boyd Swent
25 Pat & Dick Tucker
28  Nancy & Duke Frey
 

  3 Donna &  Don Olsen
  6 Linda & Daryl Wolf

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

For your convenience there are several ways for you
to make your contribution to St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.  

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are available
for you in the narthex, or you can go directly to our
website and schedule your contributions on-line. 
Thank you for your continued support. If you need
assistance please call Ann in the church office. 

Our NEWSLETTER, 
“The Good News”, 

newspaper is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable document
file).  Please make sure we have your
email.

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at; 

http://www.adobe.com/downloads  

BINGO NIGHT 

Come join your neighbors and
friends from St. John's for a fun
night of Bingo.  We will have a
great assortment of prizes and
refreshments to follow.

Saturday, October 4th @ 4pm in the Community
Room at Washington St. Apartments

Service Assistants

If anyone is interested in being a Service Assistant (Usher, Greeter, Reader, or
Communion Assistant) please contact Millie Taylor at iammillietaylor@gmail.com 

Everyone is welcome! 

Birthdays Birthdays (1-10)
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PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail.  Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain.  Requests are confidential.   Call:  Diana Lang  ~   360-2479   or  Joan Laudig  ~  343-2093

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455  or 

email -   fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday.   All your efforts are truly appreciated.   

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings.  Spread the word within the community.  Examples:

                      *  Weddings *  Retirements *  Graduations *  Meetings  * Celebrations

Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or  MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3   Saturday of eachrd

month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial
avenue to support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among
club members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.

The next scheduled meeting will be on October 16  at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall withth

a program presented for group participation/discussion. 

Please join us for breakfast and fellowship.  

Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

1  and 3  Wednesdaysst rd

All women and their friends are welcome.  The meeting time is 9:00 am until 12:30 pm in
the Fellowship Hall.  We typically get together, drink coffee, and catch up with each other
between 9 and 9:30, hold a meeting, work on a project, or listen to a guest speaker
between 9:30 and 10:15, offer our prayer requests and hold a group prayer 10:15 to 10:30,

Bible study is 10:30 to 11:30 and then, eat the food we bring to share and clean up!!  Bring your ideas with you
especially to the first and second meeting with any new ideas or any changes you would like to suggest. 

 PLEASE JOIN US!!

ALTAR

This central furnishing in a Christian worship space is usually fairly large, with a solid front
that may be decorated with symbols or words. The flat surface, often covered with a
cloth, is where the Communion elements are prepared and placed, reminding us of Jesus'
sacrifice as the Lamb of God. In some churches, the altar looks more like a table, with
open legwork. We remember that Jesus invites us into fellowship with God now and to
the heavenly banquet for eternity. We place offerings on the altar to symbolize our
sacrificial response to God's redeeming love. 

Page 6 of  9

mailto:fijordsmen@verizon.net
mailto:MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET


The youth are already busy and enjoying the new church season.  We kicked off the month of
September with "God's Work, Our Hands." The youth joined up with the congregation for an
awesome day of service. We enjoyed lunch together and then made "necessities of life" bags for
our neighbors at the Washington St. Apartments. The kids had the extra privilege of delivering the
bags to the residents, who were all extremely grateful.  Nice work St. John's! On the 13th we
changed our "Last Saturday" worship to "Second Saturday." It was a fantastic service filled with
contemporary music, prayer around the cross and a great message from Pastor Richard. Afterward

the youth enjoyed a fun pool party at the Stone's house. The next morning the youth helped host our "Sunday
school kickoff" by serving delicious treats, playing games and teaching kids all about our puppet ministry.  On the
21st we got together for a fun youth group night.  We enjoyed pizza and games and welcomed some new
members into our group.  We finished out the month with our Camp Ronald McDonald Work Weekend. The kids
worked all weekend cleaning, sanding, raking, painting and more! All their effort helped to ready the camp for
kids with cancer and their families.  We were also able to deliver a nice check, thanks to all the wonderful St.
John's members who donated to this important cause.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, October 4th - "Bingo Night" at Washington St. Apts. 4pm

Sunday, October 5th - Rock the Flock perform @ 9 & 11am 

Sat., October 11th - "Second Saturday Worship" 4pm / Cal Lutheran vs. Redlands Football 7pm

Sunday, October 12th - "Sunday School Outing" at Fantasy Lanes 1pm

Wednesday, October 15th - National Gathering Registration ($100 deposit due)

Friday, October 24th - High School Outing "Parkwil Manor" 7pm

Sunday, October 26th - Sunday school "Holy Ghost" Party @ 10am in the Ministry Center 

Sunday, November 2nd - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Begins!

 

Sunday School - We kicked off the new church season with a special Sunday school event on the
14th.  The kids came early and enjoyed cotton candy, snow-cones, games, and had a puppet lesson. 
They also got to hear about some of the new things we are adding to our Sunday school programs
this year.  In addition to our weekly lessons we will have an outing on the second Sunday of each
month.  Our younger kids will also be joining us for "Roll the Soul" on the first Sunday of each
month.  October will be a fun, busy month and when it's all over, it will be time to start rehearsing
for our Christmas Pageant! Be sure to check the calendar for all the important dates.

Don't forget our monthly, contemporary worship service is now the second Saturday of each
month.  Come join us for contemporary music led by our own Sarah Hagar on vocal and acoustic
guitar. This service is informal, interactive, and includes communion, prayer around the cross, and
a message from our Interim Pastor Richard Rollefson.

This month, in lieu of our youth breakout session we will be traveling to Redlands to watch Cal
Lutheran battle University of Redlands in their big rivalry football game. Go Kingsmen! If you are
interested in traveling to the game please contact Molly no later than October 5th so that we can
arrange for transportation to the game. Kids are free, but you must bring your school ID. Adults
are $7.  Drivers are needed.
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The best laid plans don't always work out, which I proved to be true once again,  I set my
alarm (which never fails), last night, to 5 am-  I woke up without it going off at 5:50 am. The
FIND truck was scheduled to arrive at 6:30 am and the USDA truck at 7 am.  I live 15 miles
from church.  I made it by 6:30 am. The trucks arrived within 10 minutes of each other by
6:40 am. We unloaded 8 pallets of food and packaged enough to get started by 8:30 am.
The most families we've ever served on a FIND Tuesday is 122. I had figured 120-125 give
or take. Today, we served over 150.  What happened to cause this sudden increase? I have

one possible solution.

On Tuesday, Sept. 9th, I told the gathering that we would be distributing food on the 23rd, today, and then
would be closed until Oct.28th. That's five weeks between dates. You've probably heard the term "Food
Insecurity". We may have seen it today.  There are two reasons we're closing. The main reason is, I'm going on a
3 week trip. There isn't anyone to fully take over during that time.  It also will make it easier for the church to
undergo a facelift (painting/carpeting) throughout the month.   Anyway, that about brings you up on FIND for
the time being.  Please keep FIND in your prayers. There will always be changes made, but it's purpose won't.
Everyone is welcomed.  Come join the joy of serving God's people with others who Love our Lord.

REACHING OUT TO OTHERS, LOCALLY & GLOBALLY

Answering God’s call to serve our neighbors and proclaim the gospel.

On September 9, 2014, missionary Stephen Deal, wrote an entry in the
ELCA Church blog which reminded me of our own ministries here at St.

John's.  Stephen is the ELCA regional representative for Central America.  In his blog entry he first wrote of the
Costa Rica soccer team at the recent World Cup Soccer Championship in Brazil.  Despite the odds against them,
the team that no one gave a chance of even scoring a goal made it to the quarter finals, their best showing ever.
How was that possible?  By playing as a team, working together to utilize the skills of each member rather than
acting as a group of individual stars they ended with an undefeated record in the competition. Stephen wrote
that he finds a parallel between Costa Rica's success in the World Cup and the changes taking place in the
Lutheran churches in Central America.  The following is a direct copy from his blog entry describing how people
in those churches are using their unique God-given talents in God's service together for the good of their
communities.  Stephen Deal's entry:

"As a group, the Central American churches are small, young and resource-poor; they share a commitment to
holistic mission in contexts of poverty, marginalization and exclusion where the pastoral demands can be
overwhelming.  Being a church of the poor, rather than a church that helps the poor, has its special challenges. 
When it comes to finances, Sunday offerings are insufficient to pay a pastor's salary.  "Rarely is it possible for an
ordained pastor to serve a single congregation, so multi-point parishes are the rule rather than the exception. 
Congregations function much of the time without the physical presence of a pastor.  How?  By taking full
advantage of the gifts and talents of lay leadership.  

In Central America, there is a growing emphasis on "pastoral teams" where volunteer lay leaders assume the
roles that have been reserved for a paid pastor in more traditional church settings - presiding at worship,
preaching, teaching, visitation, counseling, etc.  "In the ELCA, we call this team ministry. It has its roots in the
Lutheran doctrine of the universal priesthood where, by virtue of our baptism, all are called to mission and
ministry in the world.  
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A noteworthy example of this shift from a pastor-centered model of congregational ministry to pastoral teams is
occurring in the Honduran Lutheran Christian Church.  Since December 2012, leaders from every Honduran
Lutheran congregation and mission point have been constructing a new model for pastoral ministry so that the
church can survive and grow, notwithstanding the extremely limited number of ordained pastors that it has now
- and can expect to have for the foreseeable future. 

"I have served as workshop facilitator through-out this process. I spent 10 days in Honduras last December just
before home assignment back in the United States. After returning to Central America, I made two additional
trips back to Honduras for the conclusion of the process - at the end of March and in early June.  With the input
of over 150 active church leaders, the Honduran church has embraced a ministerial model where the multiplicity
of pastoral tasks performed by volunteer lay leaders is recognized and valued.  The church has also set priorities
for ministry-specific training for lay leaders over the next three years, specifically in the areas of Bible study,
Christian education for youth and adults, and music and liturgy. 

"Our Honduran brothers and sisters were inspired and guided by a passage from Paul's first letter to the
Corinthians:  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good (I Corinthians 12:7).

"That is to say, all members of Christ's body - lay as well as clergy - have been given unique gifts and talents. 
Ministry isn't what the pastor does, but rather what all baptized members are called to do when we put our
God-given talents at the service of the church and community.  This is a pretty good way of describing the
missionary task in today's world: Recognizing that our gifts and talents are manifestations of the Spirit and that
we are called to use them to serve others.  When we respond to that call, regardless of whether the cultural
setting is San José, Costa Rica; Tegucigalpa, Honduras; or your congregation's neighborhood in the United States,
we are engaged in ministry and serving as missionaries. 

"So, my fellow missionaries, thanks be to God for the unique gifts that each one of us has been given.  With the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, may we all find our ministry calling - that place where we employ our God-given
talents in loving service to our neighbor and in the care of God's creation."

- by Stephen Deal at www.elca.org/News-and-Events/blogs/HandinHand

The above blog entry was entered on September 9.  I am struck by the fact that just two days earlier, on
September 7th, the community (many wearing spectacular yellow t-shirts) of St. John's gathered together for
fellowship and to utilize our own God-given talents to work for the benefit of our neighbors.  Workers at St.
John's, empowered to be God's hands, procured and delivered supplies, cooked and prepared food service for
working hands, wrote notes to neighbors, organized work stations, filled gift bags for neighbors, cleaned up our
work areas, organized a delivery team, and then, finally, delivered our gifts to neighbors at the Washington
Street Apartments!  As Stephen Deal wrote "ministry …[is]what all baptized members are called to do" - and that
is what members and friends of St. John's did on September 7th - each using their "God-given talents in service". 

Many people have expressed interest in a follow-up opportunity to be "God's hands doing God's work."  Your
ideas for church outreach projects are needed and welcomed so that we may continue in the same spirit of
service.  Please, also, pray that the Spirit will continue to be manifested in all we do.  And praise God from whom
all blessings most certainly do come!

Submitted by Ruth Allen
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