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  Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:00 am - Traditional Service 

10:10 To 10:45 am Coffee Fellowship
Confirmation Class

11:00 am - Praise & Worship 
Kids Church - 105

Saturday Worship   
4 pm - Saturday Night Light

 Special Dates in March

  4 World Day of Prayer 
  6 Fourth Sunday in Lent
13 Fifth Sunday in Lent

Daylight-Saving Time Begins (set clocks ahead one hour)
20 Palm/Passion Sunday
20-26 Holy Week
20 First day of Spring
24 Maundy Thursday Worship at 5:30pm
25 Good Friday Worship at 5:30 pm
26 Holy Saturday Worship at 4 pm
27 Easter Sunday Worship at 7, 9 and 11am

"Our Journey with Jesus" 

Join us as we journey through Lent and Holy Week.   All are welcome!

"Our Journey with
Jesus"

Soup Supper &
Worship

Wednesdays in Lent
Feb 17 - Mar 16

5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Hear members of St.
John's share how
God's word has

spoken in their lives

Palm/Passion
Sunday

Mar 20
9 am, 11 am

Sanctuary

Journey with
Jesus from the

Triumphal Entry
to the Cross 

The Last Supper:
a Dinner & Drama
with Jesus & the

Twelve

March 24
5:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Join in this unique
experience of

Maundy Thursday

Good
Friday

March 25
5:30 pm

Sanctuary

Reflect on 
the cross of

Christ

Holy 
Saturday

March 26
4:00 pm

Sanctuary

Easter 
Sunday

March 27
Services

 7, 9 & 11 am
Sanctuary



 
THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JEN: ON LIFE IN CHRIST

"Mary!" Jesus said.
She turned to him and cried out, "Rabboni!" (which is Hebrew for "Teacher").  
John 20:16 (NLT)
  

The encounter between Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene immediately after he has risen
from death to life is perhaps my favorite Scripture passage. It proclaims the good news that

transforms the world and transforms our lives. It is both wondrously cosmic and genuinely personal. 

Here are two people in conversation. A grieving Mary approaches the tomb expecting to find the dead body of her
friend and teacher, but the body is missing. She sees a man she mistakes for the gardener, and he asks why she is
crying, and she explains that someone has taken away the Lord's body. And then Jesus says her name, "Mary." And
Mary sees that Jesus is alive. Her friend and teacher and the Savior of the world is alive. Imagine her joy in that
moment. 

Here is the preeminent event in human history. Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, suffered and died on the cross to
take our sin and death as his own, and he rose from death to give us eternal and abundant life. In Christ, death is
swallowed up in victory. In Christ, our sins are forgiven, our salvation is assured, our whole being is restored. In
Christ, we live.  

This is the truly good news that we celebrate on Easter Sunday, and every day, "Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen
Indeed!" 
 
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen

Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls. God
loves a cheerful giver. One gives most who gives with joy. The best way to show our gratitude
to God and people is to accept everything with joy.

A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart burning with love. Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to
make you forget the joy of the Christ risen.

—Mother Teresa

Bible Devotional Resources

The Test This Week: textweek.com (commentaries and resources for the weekly lectionary readings)
Bible Gateway: biblegateway.com (several Bible translations online)
"...In the Meantime": davidlose.net (blog of Luther Seminary President David Lose) 
Working Preacher: workingpreacher.org (commentaries on lectionary readings from Luther Seminary)
Pray As You Go: pray-as-you-go.org (daily meditative audio devotional)
Christ in Our Home and The Word in Season (devotionals available in the narthex)



MEMBERS

Mitch Phillips President
Millie Taylor Vice-President
Sherry Silver Secretary
Deborah Hulslander Treasurer
Curt Starkweather Deacon
Chris Dale Evangelism/Outreach
Larry Lang Music & Worship
Christy Ansbro Trustee 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

As we now enter in to the
Holy Season, St. John's is full
of activities and expectations. 
Pastor Shaw has been well
accepted into the
congregation.  I thank all of
you for being so gracious and
welcoming. I could not be
more excited about the
direction of St. John's.

The Lenten Holy Season is a time to reflect on the most important
period of beliefs. With that said it is important to follow these 40 days
and draw our minds and maybe even further educate ourselves and
people around us. Spend time with family and friends and maybe
work on some outreach for the less fortunate.

I look forward to working with the new council and small groups that
keep the wheels in motion at our wonderful gathering place.  St.
John's approved  ( 32 - yes / 1 - no)  the  Solar Carport Project for the
facility which will provide exterior lighting for security and a new car
port. 

FIND is off to a great start and we need to be thankful to Molly for her
commitment to this needed outreach. We also thank the volunteers
who help support the largest outreach at St. John's. Some minor
changes in the Music have had nothing but positive feed back and
again we are so fortunate to have the creative director we have, Laura
Stave.

From a President’s standpoint you really see how the pieces of the St.
John's operations come together.  My go to is and always has been
Ann Rhein many within the congregation do know what she does on a
daily basis and can appreciate as I do all of her dedication to her
position. We are very fortunate.

Again, I thank the entire congregation for all your support and trust in
me and the council. We will continue to make St. John's the home we
all love and enjoy.

He has Risen!

Mitch Phillips

VICE- PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Pastor Jen's installation is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 2 and Sunday, April 3. 
Pastor Jen will have her Installation
Ceremony at all three of our services. 

Our Bishop will be here and we hope
everyone will be here to share with
Pastor Jen on her big day as she gets
installed as St. John's pastor. 

In her honor, we will be having a dinner
in Fellowship Hall at 5:00pm on Saturday,
April 2nd after the "Saturday Night Light"
service.  If you would like to help with the
dinner, please contact Millie Taylor at
iammillietaylor@gmail.com. 

Millie Taylor

TREASURER’S REPORT

This is my first month as Treasurer of the
Board and there is already a lot of new
and exciting changes this year from
welcoming Pastor Jennifer Shaw to
planning for the installation of Solar
Panels. All of which will help bring a
bright and secure future for St. John's. Of
course the future of St. John's relies on
your donations and continued support.

Thank you for all of those who pledged
for 2016 and for the weekly offerings.
Here is a summary of your 2016 Budget.

2016 Budget Total Income $395,720
2016 Budget Total  Expenses $402,039

Thank you for the opportunity to serve, I
look forward to serving St. John's as your
treasurer for 2016.

Deborah Hulslander



OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM REPORT 

As I begin my new role at St John’s as Chairperson for the Evangelism and Outreach Committee I feel it is
important to reflect on the past accomplishments from the previous Chairperson Ruth Allen and use her
accomplishments from her tenure as a building block for our future. 
Ruth continued many of the activities already in place including:

★ Worship bulletin information sheets in our weekly bulletins around the Global Mission activities
★ The fair-trade coffee and chocolate sales that benefit small farmers around the world through the Lutheran

World Relief Equal Exchange project
★ The "Vets' Expo" which provided a forum for veterans within our church (and their families) to learn about

ways to access benefits and services which they may have been unaware of in the past  
★ Supporting scholarship finding for ELCA Federal Chaplaincy students
★ Provide Prayer Books to active military through Chaplains
★ Gathering of donated and purchased supplies for our "God's Work, Our Hands" Service Sunday
★ Outreach ministry to The Palms Senior Apartments
★ Angel Christmas Tree
★ Red Kettle Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army
★ Contributions for the Coachella Valley Rescue Mission's Thanksgiving meal program
★ Toys and Gifts for Children through the Narrow Door homeless ministry (Molly Farrin, coordinator)

As the Evangelism and Outreach Committee moves forward, in 2016, we will continue to develop and support
these wonderful ministries as well as add 1 or 2 additional activities.

The first activity to add will be the gradual update of our St John's church website.  The goal will be to not only
update the content to current information, but to begin adding to this on a weekly/monthly basis to reflect the
current happenings in our church.  The idea is to have a living and breathing resource that our current members
can use for information and sharing as well as an informative site for those who are looking for a church home or
just a place to worship on their way through our valley.  

This will be another great Outreach tool for our Church to help get the message of the Gospel to all of our web
page followers as well as new friends in Christ.

In closing, I would like to invite all who are interested in helping with this great committee to drop me a line.  We
can always use volunteers as well as new ideas.  On that note, if any of you have any suggestions, comments or
something you feel would be a great addition to our website (including pictures) please send them to me via email
at caflyfisher1@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to a great year and the coming celebration of our Risen Lord.

Chris Dale

PRAYER CHAIN:  The prayer chain is confidential and the prayer requests are sent via email. Make
sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain.  Call Diana Lang (760)
360-2479 or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093.  We always welcome more warriors to the prayer chain.



Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @
760-989-0456 or Karen @
760-989-0455  or 
email -   fijordsmen@verizon.net to

host a Sunday.   All your efforts are truly appreciated.   

Consider our facility for any possible gatherings. 
Spread the word within the community.  Examples:
*  Weddings *  Retirements *  Graduations 
*  Meetings      * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information.
760-360-8571 or  MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

St. John's Ladies Group meets twice a
month in Fellowship Hall.  The first
Wednesday of each month at 9 am, we

start with coffee and a project, have a Bible study at
10:30, and end with a pot-luck lunch at 11:30.  On the 
third Wednesday we meet at 1 pm.   All ladies are
welcome.  Won't you join us?

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive
group of men who meet the 3rd

Saturday of each month. In addition to
being an organization for fellowship,
the club provides a financial avenue to support St.
John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource
from among club members for programs such as the
annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.

The next scheduled meeting will be on March 19 at
8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.   For your information and
planning our current project is:  10th  Annual Musical
Extravaganza & Ice Cream Social on March 6, 2016 at
2:00 pm.  Youth Choir, Talent Contest for High School
students, seniors and more.  Tickets are on  sale
between Services. Donation is $10.00. Sponsored by St
John's Men's Club.

SWAT (St John’s Worship & Art Team) CALL TO
SERVICE!   If you are not on the team yet, you are
welcome to join us as we assemble winter visitor
welcome kits and prepare displays for the blessing of
the animals. Fun and fellowship guaranteed!  Contact
Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for more information.

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED   -  Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer, there are many
opportunities  for you to serve the Lord.  Call:  (760)
399-1982 or email:   rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com 

St. John's is on Facebook! Search
"St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm
Desert" and like our page so that

you can get updates on all our important news and
upcoming events.

Celebration Singers 
Rehearses in Fellowship Hall on
Thursdays from 4:00 to -5:30pm.   
Questions? call Laura Stave at

     760-413-0823.

     Volunteer needed! 

The position of Altar Guild
Chairperson is open to
anyone in the church who
feels the call to serve in this
capacity. Diana Lang will be covering temporarily.  If
you are interested in becoming the Altar Guild
Chairperson, please contact Diana at Diana@lcdinc.net
or at 760.360.2479 for a description of the duties of
Chairperson. 

 March 13 
Daylight-Saving Time Begins

 



  

   

  2 Warren Kenison
  3 Makenna Jones
  6 Justin Johnson
  7 Dorothy Cleveland

Deborah Hulslander
11 Betty van Keulen

Ken Severa
12 Elizabeth Waaler

John Read
12 Riley Jo Purdy
13 Daniel Flahive
17 Dorothy Azer
19 Lily Bartram

Jett Peterson
23 Ed Ahlmeyer
26 Sam Hansen
27 Ed Hewitson

Duke Frey
Jacob Melcher

28 Jacqueline Kramer
Mervyn Bjerke
Bonnie Wolf
Hannah Van Patten

29 Carla Dixon
Connie Boston
Carol Swent

30 Jacob Stave
30 Ryan Bartram

3 Connie & Bud Boston
4 Laura & Lane Stave

  2 Alice Zilinsky
Patrick Karst

4 Carol Mouland
7 Raquel Wise

Bryce Jankowski
11 Barb Grans
12 Jordan Donnelly
13 Paige Warren
14 Lois Koch
15 Bud Boston
17 Joan Laudig
19 Lora Warpness
20 Laura Stave
21 Janet Peper
22 Nena Johnson
24 Norma Campbell

Sherry Silver
26 Yvonne Michelsen

Marcia Vashaw
27 AJ Fishkind

Gabriela Mouland
28 Courtney Alacano
29 Mindy Davis
30 Peter Louis

1 Patty Mathis & Michael Miller
4 Lois & Bill Koch
10 JoLe & KC Wilson
14 Lora & William Warpness
24 Dyann & Jim Upshaw

Our NEWSLETTER, 
“The Good News” 

newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf file
(portable document file). 
Please make sure we have
your email.

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at 

http://www.adobe.com/downloads  

Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars

 to St. John’s.

FIND   - Please continue to bring bags, egg
cartons (12 count), non perishable food
items, etc.  Next distribution will be
March 22.

CHURCH DIRECTORY  

Please contact Ann in the church office or
make a note on your attendance slip on
Sunday.  If you would like to pick it up on
Sunday, it will be in the brown A-Z
expanding file near the Usher Station or
come by the office Monday through
Thursday.  Directories are printed as
requested to minimize paper waste. 
Members are automatically in the
directory, friends of St. John’s must
request to be in the directory. 



February was a month of service and preparation for
the Youth of St. John's.  We kicked off the month with
performances from Rock the Flock on the 7th. "Let
God's Love Open the Door" is one of the kids' favorite
songs and was the perfect theme for February.
Following their performances at the Sunday services,
the youth got together for their annual Super Bowl
Party. What a great time they had watching the game
(and the commercials), eating tons of food, and even
playing a little halftime game of their own! The next
week they hosted a Valentine's Day Pancake Breakfast
for the congregation.  It was a lovely fellowship event
and they also raised $150. Those sure were some
yummy heart pancakes! The next week the kids got
together and started preparing for the Musical
Extravaganza. Their March Rock the Flock
performances and their special presentations for Holy
Week. March will be a very busy month for the youth
with the Musical Extravaganza, Spring Break and
Easter.    

Sunday school - The Sunday school kids are enjoying
their lessons each Sunday at 11am.  On March 13th we
are planning to a trip to see "Zootopia" at the new
theater in La Quinta, and we are planning a fun Easter
Event for March 26th. 

Attention all Kids! Save the Date!!!!!!
 
On March 26th after Saturday Night Light Worship , we
will be hosting a "Bunny Hop" for you and all your
friends. We will have music, dancing, crafts, egg
coloring, games, treats and more!  Keep your eye on
the information sheet for more details.

Weekly Events  

Saturdays - "SNL" followed by youth Bible study @ 4pm
Sundays - Confirmation Classes @10am

March Special Events 

Sunday, March 6th - Rock Performs @ 9 & 11 / Musical Extravaganza & Auction 2pm
Sunday, March 13th - "Zootopia" 1pm 
Sunday, March 20th - Palm Procession / Youth Choir 11am
Thursday, March 24 - Maundy Thursday Performance 5:30pm
Saturday, March 26th - Kids Easter Event TBA
Tuesday, March 29th - Knott's Berry Farm



Have you scheduled your appointment yet?

Lifetouch will be taking professional portraits and
producing our pictorial directory.  You may choose
the date and time for your portrait, there is no cost
to you and you get a free 8 x 10 portrait.

You may choose your portrait time at our website,
http://stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com/  or at the
church on Sundays.

The portrait dates are March 7th ,9th , 10th , 11th , and
12th at St. John's. 

Please contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or
Diana@lcdinc.net if you have any questions.

On March 6, 2016 we are pleased to welcome 

Ray & Kay Billie 

Mary Ellefson

Rita (Areta) Paetzold

Michael & Phyllis Nollan

into our faith family.

WALKING THE FAITH

As spring buds and temperatures rise, it’s fun to get
outside and walk. Walking is great for both body and
mind. “To solve a problem, walk around,” advised St.
Jerome. Naturalist Henry David Thoreau agreed,
saying, “The moment my legs begin to move, my
thoughts begin to flow.” Indeed, walking has been
linked to improved creativity and reduced anxiety.

Some Bible versions translate Ephesians 5:8 “Live as
children of light,” while others use “walk”: “You were
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light” (NKJV). What a great
rendering! Living is something we often do passively
and without much thought, while walking is an
intentional, active pursuit; we must choose when,
where and how we do it.

Now that we’re children of light — newly alive
springtime people, Easter people! — Jesus urges us
to not just live the faith but to walk it. When our faith
becomes active, new thoughts flow, anxiety
decreases and we make strides in our relationship
with Jesus.

—Heidi Mann
 


