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Mission Statement:    To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

Worship Schedule 

Saturday 4:00 PM Saturday Night Light (SNL) Worship

                     Ends July  25 / Resumes October 3

Sunday 9:00 AM - Traditional Service 

10 to10:45 AM 

   Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall

    Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101   

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship 

11 AM - Kids Church - 105

Special Dates

          July 4th - Independence Day

Website:  www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com

Email addresses: 

Dick Mathison, Interim Pastor : pastormathison2015@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager :  st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator :  mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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A WORD FROM PASTOR DICK 

"L I V I N G   I N  T H E   W A I T I N G    R O O M S   O F   L I F E"

One of the often recurring themes of Scripture, both in the Old and New Testaments, is the
theme of "WAITING".

"Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him" . Psalm 37:7

"Wait for the Lord; Be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord" . Psalm 27:14

"His  compassions never fail; they are new every morning.  Great is your faithfulness.  The Lord is my  
portion, therefore I will wait for Him."  Lamentations 3:22-24

"For if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently." Romans 8:28

"Wait for the gift my Father promised."  Acts 1:4

"Wait for his son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead."   I Thessalonians 1:10

It appears that God expects us to wait, before his promises can be fulfilled.  In this age of "instant everything",
none of us wants to "wait".  We want everything to move on "our time table:.  But as I look back on my own life,
I've discovered that the best things have always come after a time of waiting.  We should be able to learn this,
just by observing nature.  "All living things need time to grow before they can mature and reach their potential." 
No wonder God keeps telling us to "wait", because God's best gifts come to those who "wait patiently".  I came
across this poem that expresses why you and I need to learn "To Wait".

Desperately, helplessly, longingly I cried.  Quietly, patiently, lovingly God replied.

I pled and I wept for a clue to my fate, and the Master so gently said, "Child you must wait."

"Wait', you say, "wait!" my indignant reply, Lord, I need answers! I need to know why!

Is Your hand shortened? Or have you not heard? By faith I have asked, and am claiming Your Word.

"My future and all to which I can relate hangs in the balance, and you tell me to WAIT?"

I'm needing a "yes", a go-ahead sign, or even a 'no' to which I can resign.

"And Lord, You promised that if we believe we need but to ask, and we shall receive.

And Lord, I've been asking, and this is my cry; I'm weary of asking! I need a reply!"

Then quietly, softly, I learned of my fate as my Master replied once again, "You must wait." 

So I slumped in my chair, defeated and taut. And grumbled to God, "So I'm waiting…for what?"

He seemed then to kneel, and His eyes wept with mine, and He tenderly said, "I could give you a sign.

I could shake the heavens and darken the sun. I could raise the dead and cause mountains to run.

All you seek I could give, and pleased you would be. You would have what you want..but you wouldn't know Me.

You'd not know that depth of my love for each saint; you'd not know the power that I give to the faint;

You'd not learn to see through the clouds of despair. You'd not learn to trust just by knowing I'm there.

You'd not know the joy of resting in Me, when darkness and silence were all you could see.

You'd never experience that fullness of love, as the peace of My Spirit descends like a dove;

You'd know that I give and I save…for a start, but you'd not know the depth of the beat of my heart.
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The glory of my comfort late into the night;  the faith that I give  when You walk without sight."

As your Interim Pastor these past 4 months (and the 17 months with Pastor Richard), we've all been tested.  We

know of course, that this is a time of transition, and we can't help but ask, "How much longer must we wait?"  I

would encourage us all to take to heart the message in this "hard hitting poem".  What you and I need to

remember is that "God is in control, and we are his children. He has promised to never forsake us, to never leave

us, to always provide us with his peace."  Perhaps at times we may even feel a sense of  panic, like the children

of Israel, as they stood between the Red Sea and the Egyptian Army.  They were sure, only death or the return to

captivity awaited them.  We can take to heart the words Moses spoke, recorded in Exodus 14:13-14.  "Moses

answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you

today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. THE LORD WILL FIGHT FOR YOU; YOU NEED ONLY

TO BE STILL."

Indeed, "waiting" may seem to be the hardest thing we do, but let's remember, God is sure and faithful and the

"wait" is worth the effort.   SO LET'S “HANG IN THERE”  FOR THE LONG HAUL, GOD IS WITH US!

Your Partner in Ministry, 

Pastor Dick Mathison

PASTOR DICK'S SERMON THEMES AND SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAYS OF JULY & AUGUST

July 12- (7th  Sunday of Pentecost)  - Genesis 9:8 - 17 “TIME OUT TO REMEMBER"

July 19 - (8th  Sunday of Pentecost) - Mark 6:30 - 34, 53 - 56 "WINGS FOR THE WEARY"

July 26 - (9th  Sunday of Pentecost) - John 6:1 - 21 "BECOME A BRIDGE"

August 2 - 10th  Sunday of Pentecost) - John 6:24 - 35 "THE BEST PICTURE GOD EVER TOOK"

August 9 - (11th  Sunday of Pentecost) - John 6:35, 41 - 51 "LIVING LIFE IN IT'S LARGEST DIMENSIONS"

August 16 - (12th  Sunday of Pentecost) - (Pastor Dick on Vacation) "Supply Pastor will be in the pulpit"

August 23 - (13th  Sunday of Pentecost) - Isaiah 44:6 - 8 "WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE GIVING UP"

August 30 - (14th Sunday of Pentecost) - Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 & James 1:17-27 "REAL RELIGION"
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COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mitch Phillips President
Millie Taylor Vice-President
Sherry Silver Secretary
Christy Ansbro Treasurer
Curt Starkweather Deacon
Ruth Allen Evangelism/Outreach
Larry Lang Music & Worship
Ben Bridges Trustee 

Call Committee Members

Mitch Phillips - Chairman
Ben Bridges
Judy Burke 
Sally Jahries
Diana Lang
Norma Jean Woods

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear Members and friends,

The heat is on!

For all of you that have been fortunate enough to escape this beautiful desert you are lucky.  Summer may seem

a bit slow but St. John's has a big head of steam behind it.

New members, 3 services, FIND and more outreach to come.  Things keep moving along here at St. John's.  Molly

is winding up Vacation Bible School; this is one of the big highlights for the youth at St. John's. Then the week

after she and members of the youth group will head to Detroit for an additional gathering of devoted young

Christians. We wish them all safe travel.

The Call Committee is moving along and met with Bishop Fink on 6/24/15. We appreciated his words of wisdom

and encouragement, as well as receiving additional candidates.  Due to a generous donation we have been able

to update the lighting in the sanctuary; this put an added touch to our already completed projects.

The council is completing the new 5 year lease with LAICC; this is the church organization we already had a

month to month lease with.  In addition; the council had agreed to terminate the lease with Homework Club

allowing more flexibility for St. John's use. We wish them the best and appreciate the past support.

I want to thank Ruth Allen for her successful ministry program in providing over 300 Armed Forces prayer books

to the troops at Lackland A.F.B.  When I was there over 30 years ago around this same time; I'm pretty sure I

could have used it. 

Keep St. John's in your prayers and enjoy your summer.

Mitch Phillips

President 

St. John's Council

Page 4 of  14



PRAYER MINISTRY:   Please call Diana Lang (760-360-2479) with any prayer request or praise you would
like supported through our prayer ministers. Prayer needs are sent out promptly by Diana through email.
You must have the person's permission for Diana to send out the email request for prayer. If you would
like to be one of our prayer partners, please contact Diana.

CARING MINISTRY:   Please call Judy Burke  (760-8327370) when someone is either hospitalized,
recovering at home, or any other situation where a personal visit from Pastor Dick or one of our visiting
ministers would be helpful to you or your loved ones. In addition to the pastor, we also have Eucharistic
lay visitors who bring the sacrament of Holy Communion to those who are home bound.

GRIEF MINISTRY:  Please call Pastor Dick Mathison at St. John's (760-345-2122), or at his home at
(760-393-8485) for support in the loss of a loved one.

Lindsey, Jeremiah, and Ann Rhein  would like to thank you from the depths of our hearts for your prayers, love

and condolences.  We are blessed with your love and knowing that the Lord will guide us through this very

difficult time.  Gregg Rhein’s Celebration of Life Memorial Service will be Saturday, July 11th at 10 AM. The family

welcomes your attendance.

We have been asked about memorials, Gregg was himself a “Wounded Warrior”, we feel it fitting that any

memorials go to: Wounded Warrior Project / P.O. Box 758517 / Topeka, Kansas 66675.

WORSHIP & ARTS TEAM  – Are you  interested in helping to shape our worship life here at St.  John’s ?  If you

have an interest in liturgy, music, artistic design & decorating and/or advertising & publicity, please contact 

Laura Stave (760) 413-0823.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.

This group stretches far and wide via e-mail.  Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the

prayer chain.  Requests are confidential.   Call:  Diana Lang  ~   360-2479   or  Joan Laudig  ~  343-2093

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455  or email -  

fijordsmen@yahoo.com to host a Sunday.   All your efforts are truly appreciated.   

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings.  Spread the word within the community.  Examples:

                      *  Weddings *  Retirements *  Graduations *  Meetings  * Celebrations

Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or  MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The Women’s Group and the Men's Club will resume in September .

SERVICE ASSISTANTS  -  If you are interested in serving the Lord and St. John's by being a Reader, Usher or

Communion Assistant, please let us know.  It is a rewarding job and a great opportunity to meet the

congregation. Please call or email Curt Starkweather for the opportunity to serve. (760) 399-1982 

rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com .
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  1 Steve Sindoni

  2 Bill Taylor

  3 Avrianna Boyce

  4 Bill Winters

  5 Sam Corwin

Frank Van Patten

  6 Kelly Trembley

  7 Jacob Hernandez

6 Carmen Flanagan

11 Vito Genovese

Erin Feagle

Jay Feagle

12 Jerry Holm

Chase Johnson

13 Thelma Nelson

Jarod Farrin

17 Corinne Simpson

18 Sharon Merrill

Janie Brander

22 Mark FarrinSr

Molly Farrin

James Bridges

23 Logan Jones

25 John van Keulen

Alex Dodge

28 Christian Khoury

29 Pat Carmer

 

  2 Bill Wilson

  3 Dixie Angelo

  4 Ruth Riddle

  5 Beth Ash

  5 Deyv Jones

  6 Nate Craig

  6 Avery Ballew

  7 Sebastian D'Alessio

  8 Harriet Johnson

  8 Walter Miller

  9 Cindy Hagar

  9 Chris Hopping

10 Marji Vasholz

10 Carol Gunther

14 Kat Liesemeyer

16 Ron Walker

16 Millie Taylor

18 Betty Landis

18 Jackie Severa

19 Gerry Johnson

19 Richard Laker

19 Jerry Andengaard

19 Ben Bridges

22 Margaret Genovese

22 Tom Laffin

22 Grayson Washington

24 Lou Lyons

26 Sandra Genovese

26 Judy Phillips

26 Alondra Hernandez

27 Olivia Lewke

30 Loren Liesemeyer

30 Joy Bridges

31 Debra Manners

  1 Dick Landis

  2 Anita Yurko

  3 Betty Neiertz

  3 David Evans

  3 Donna Schlitt

  3 Deborah Bridges

  4 Phil Larson

  4 Mark Mouland

  4 Jaclyn VanNatta

  4 Samantha VanNatta

  8 JoLe Wilson

  8 Jordan Melcher

  9 Virginia Ahlmeyer

12 Emmarie Shannazarian

14 Caile Johnson

15 Michele Sindoni

16 Alice Hewitson

16 Tammy Lohf

16 Michael Miller

18 Mary Winters

22 Elaine Wadleigh

22 Rocco Caronna

23 Michael Bartram

24 Ruth Bjerke

25 Scot Forbes

26 Cornelia VanLaar

26 Dylan Silver

27 Dick Mathison

27 Jude Moreno

28 Michele Claxton

30 Jim Upshaw
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  7 Steve & Michele Sindoni

11 Paul & Linda Wainio

15 Ned & Cindy Millis

17 Don & Sammie Lingle

21 Leonard & Peggy Smart

26 Sam & Karla Hansen

28 Bill & Mary Winters

Ben & Debbie Bridges

  9 Wade & Shauna Adams

12 Loren &Kat Liesemeyer

18 Bob & Janet Peper

25 Dan & Karen Flahive  

A WORK IN PROGRESS

A Christian is always in the process

of becoming, never in the state of

having become. The Christian life is

not being pious but becoming

pious, not being healthy but

becoming healthy, not being but

becoming, not rest but exercise.

We are not yet [what we are to

be], but we are becoming it. It is

not yet done and has not yet

happened. It is, however, going on

and coming to be. It is not the end,

but it is the way.

—Martin Luther 

   ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

For your convenience there are several ways for you to make your

contribution to St. John’s other than Sunday morning.  

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are available for you in the

narthex, or you can go directly to our website and schedule your

contributions on-line.  Thank you for your continued support. If you

need assistance please call Ann in the church office. 

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”, newspaper is

delivered via email in the form of a pdf file (portable

document file).  Please make sure we have your email.

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader, available for free

at; 

http://www.adobe.com/downloads  

THE ROAD OF LIFE

God of our life,

there are days when the burdens we carry

chafe our shoulders and weigh us down;

when the road seems dreary and endless,

the skies gray and threatening;

when our lives have no music in them,

and our hearts are lonely,

and our souls have lost their courage.

Flood the path with light,

turn our eyes to where

the skies are full of promise;

tune our hearts to brave music;

give us the sense of comradeship

with heroes and saints of every age;

and so quicken our spirits

that we may be able to encourage

the souls of all who journey with us

on the road of life,

to your honor and glory.

—St. Augustine
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Summer is here, and it is hot outside but the Youth of St. John's are still busy and are excited about

their summer activities.  We said goodbye to the school year and the church season with a Youth

Sunday on the 7th.  We had youth ushers, readers, greeter, choir, soloists, and performances form

Rock the Flock and Roll the Soul. We also had scholarship presentations from the Men's Club and

the Louis Family.  Congratulations to our graduating seniors Megan Donnelly and Matt Barber!  On

the 16th we headed out to Santa Monica for our annual summer kickoff.  We enjoyed some time

at the beach and an afternoon of rides at Pacific Park.  What a great way to start of the summer!  On the 23rd

the kids came out to help with FIND distribution.  The next day we were back for pizza and a fun movie night.  As

June was winding down we were getting geared up for Vacation Bible School.  The youth are always tons of help

with decorating and leading kids through the program.  

For several of our high school youth who are attending the ELCA National Gathering. The last few weeks have

been all about preparation.  We have been engaging in the gathering curriculum which included studies on the

gospel of Mark and the theology of the cross.  We have also been focusing on the history of Detroit and learning

about the ways that we will come to serve its residents.  The kids are ready to proclaim story, proclaim

community, and proclaim justice in just a few short weeks!

Upcoming Events 

ELCA National Gathering - July 14th - 19th

Wednesday, July 29th - Movie Night 5pm

Wednesday, August 12th - Movie Night 5pm

Saturday, August 22nd - Beach Train to Oceanside

 

As the school year came to an end the Sunday school enjoyed some special celebrations and are now back to

their weekly lessons.  They are also looking forward to Vacation Bible School.  Sunday school continues

throughout the summer.

Diapers for Detroit!

With the financial crisis in Detroit, many families are left to choose between buying food or diapers for their

babies.  As a result many working mothers are sending their babies to child care wearing plastic bags.  

As part of their trip to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit, the youth would like to take an offering of

diapers to these needy families.  If you would like to participate, a monetary donation would be appreciated. The

youth will then purchase the diapers when they arrive in Detroit. Please mark "Diapers for Detroit" in the memo

section of any donation that you make towards this cause. Thank you!
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY and GLOBALLY:  

Feedback on the "Prayer Book for the Armed Services"Ministry - THANK YOU PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN'S!!

People within our congregation generously responded to the opportunity to send copies of the Prayer Book for

the Armed Services to the chaplaincy ministry at Lackland AFB.  Monies contributed by individuals through St.

John's were combined with money donated by the St. John's Women's Group.  By uniting together we were able

to send 300 copies of the Prayer Book to the Air Force base!

I received the following thank you from Maj. Leif Espeland, ELCA Chaplain at Lackland AFB:

"On behalf of the AF Chaplain Corps, and the Basic Military Training Chapel Staff, please accept our gratitude. 

Basic training is a high-tempo, stressful environment.  Here at Lackland, 33,000 civilians arrive every year and

make the transition into the Air Force.  The transition is designed to produce adversity because of the heavy

requirements of military service.  St. John's gift will not make BMT easy, but the Prayer Books will be a

tangible representation of the support they have from their faith, their country, and their God.

Thank you, and God Bless the ministry of St. John's!"

And this thank you received from Pastor Scottie Lloyd, (Chaplain, Colonel-retired and lead for the Working Group

for Congregational Liaison for the ELCA Bureau for Federal Chaplaincy Ministries):

"Thank you for your generous actions on behalf of veterans and service personnel still serving.  These Armed

Forces Prayer Books will go a long ways in helping people for years to come.  I still run across veterans who

pull out their first Lutheran prayer book and proudly show and tell a story of how it helped them get through

tough times.  St. John's is on a roll of assistance to a lot of people.  

 

Bless you always"

I echo their comments with this prayer: Thank you God and please continue to bless the people and the

ministries of St. John's Church.
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Bible Reflections at The Palms - AN UPDATE

Responding to a request that Bible studies or worship be brought to the new senior independent living

apartments, The Palms of La Quinta, on May 28th  we began a time of "Bible Reflection" at The Palms.

Marilyn Brockman, Judy Burke and I are currently using the Animate Bible DVD as jumping off points for

discussion.  The Animate Bible DVD contains seven stand-alone sessions each presented by a different Christian

leader.  Each DVD presentation is 8 minutes long. After viewing a DVD session we use a facilitator's guide to

shepherd an approximately 30 minute discussion of the topic presented.  The individual session topics include

the canon, history, testaments, gospels, genre, interpretation, and grace.  They are designed to reinvigorate and

deepen understanding of the Bible and to encourage individual thought as well as to ignite discussion.

At The Palms, we have met some lovely, welcoming people, eager to hear the Word and to discuss its impact in

their lives and the world. Six or seven people have attended each session.  Initially, we agreed to hold a Bible

Reflection hour twice a month (second and fourth Thursday at 3 P.M.) In the future we may use other formats

for studies including perhaps other DVD or media presentations to jumpstart discussions. We will need to make

each session stand-alone to accommodate the changing schedules of the residents so that if someone cannot

come one day they will not feel lost when attending a subsequent session.  

Based on feedback we've received we would like to increase the frequency of our meetings.  To do that in a

sustainable way we could use some help. Can you help?  Based on my experience and that of Marilyn and Judy, I

can tell you these times are rewarding, inspiring, and heart-warming.  You don't have to be an experienced study

leader.  You just need to want to reach-out and serve God's people.  PLEASE JOIN US! You can contact me, Ruth

Allen, or either Marilyn Brockman or Judy Burke to join our ministry.

"God's Work. Our Hands." Service Sunday - MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  SEPTEMBER 12 & 13, 2015

Last year on September 7, 2014, we participated in our first Service Sunday, writing cards and packing and

delivering gift bags for neighbors at the Washington Street Apartments.  We, also, enjoyed a simple meal

together.  We did this on a day when ELCA congregations across the country were also working together to serve

their local communities. It was a great experience to work together for a common good - doing God's work.

We have begun planning another service event for later this year on the weekend of September 12 and 13.  Our

plan is to hold an event where we will gather in Fellowship Hall to pack (non-perishable) meals which can be

contributed to our local food distribution efforts as well as being shipped to a global location in experiencing

serious food shortages.  We will, also, gather to worship together and to share a meal.

One thing is for sure, it will be a happy, worship-filled experience.  We'll need a team of people to help plan and

coordinate details - please let me, Pastor, or any council member know how you can participate.

May the Peace of God be with you this summer. 

Ruth Allen
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ADULT FORUM WILL CONTINUE EACH SUNDAY DURING JULY & AUGUST

Beginning on July 12, Pastor Dick will lead an adult forum in Room 101 in the Ministry Center. We invite people

from both the 9 and the 11 worship services to join us.  We will be utilizing an excellent video series, by Max

Lucado.  The title of the 7 week series is "GRACE - "More than we Deserve, Greater than we Imagine".  We just

completed the series and everyone agreed, "it is so powerful, we want to view the videos again and continue the

discussion".  So plan your Sundays, so you have time to worship God as well as get in the discussion of how we

can live God's grace in our daily lives.

HERE ARE THE THEMES FOR EACH WEEK July 12 - "The Grace Shaped Life"

July 19 - Jesus Stooped Low To Take Our Place"

July 26 - "You Can Rest Now"

August 2 "Coming Clean With Grace that Abounds"

August 9 - "Chosen to a Guaranteed Place in the Family

August 30 - "Sustaining and Sufficient Grace"

 MUTUAL MINISTRY  

What is Mutual Ministry? Mutual Ministry is a small group that meets with the Pastor to:  

Pray for the church. 

Study the Word together.

Share and discuss any pertinent questions, comments and suggestions provided by the congregation. The

Council, Committees or appropriate Staff will then be notified of the observations. 

Who are the members of Mutual Ministry? The current Mutual Ministry is comprised of :

Pastor Dick

Craig Jahries

Maria Hunt 

Diana Lang

Debbie Bridges

Myron Yurko

The term of service is 3 years.

We are here to serve St. John's. If you have a question, comment or suggestion please tap one of us on the

shoulder, call or send us an email.   All information is confidential.
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2015 ELCA PACIFICA SYNOD ASSEMBLY  

"MAKING ALL THINGS NEW"  

A common theme now in the ELCA, acknowledging the changing and aging landscape of the United States. 

Main stream denominational churches are thinning out as age takes it's toll and "old" models of growth no

longer apply in a changing culture and locations.

The keynote speaker  Rev. Dr. Craig Van Gelder, retired professor of congregational missionology at Luther

Seminary, talked extensively on ways in which the ELCA can be more in tune with the change that has and is

occurring throughout the Country. His teaching on what he has coined as "The Great Unraveling"

A few highlights; Misdirected questions;  

1) How to make the church grow?   2) How to get people into church?  3) How to meet needs and help?

Need to ask the "God" questions.

What is God up to out ahead of us in our neighborhood?

How do we participate more fully in what God is up to in our neighborhoods and communities?

These questions give congregations a feel of where we were and where we need to be going.

To quickly summarize in lay person terms (and no expert), congregations need to interact and find out who their

neighbors and community are. 

We can't have an attitude of we are the ones to help you and "fix" you. We need an attitude of  how can we in

partnership with the community help each other.

Find the strengths and weaknesses of the community and work with each others strengths to become stronger

and overcome the weakness.

Three resolutions of significance passed.

1) recognition of 25th anniversary of the ADA.

2) raised minimum baseline salary (1.5%) for Rostered leaders, $61,814.00.

3) "Gods work our hands" memorial for military personnel, veterans and their families.

       Copies of resolutions are available.

Bishop Fink is in his final year as the Pacifica Synod Bishop (18 years).  We will be receiving information in the

upcoming months for nominating a new Bishop.

Financials, always a highlight of any meeting..... I did provide a scope(provided by Synod) of where the money

goes and how it is used on the Synod scale.  Also a snap shot of congregational giving. 

 

 As usual always interesting to see and be a part of the Synod assembly.  Sally and I picked up quite a few

information packets and ideas. We will be passing them on to the appropriate people. 

Craig & Sally Jahries - Delegates to the Assembly
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“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things”  (1 Corinthians 13:7).

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of the crucified and risen Christ.

Last week the U.S. Supreme Court rendered its decision announcing the right of same-gender couples to have
equal access to marriage. For many members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, this decision is a
welcome sign of hope and a time for celebration. Other members of this church do not agree with the court’s
decision and remain deeply concerned because of their understanding of Scripture.

This decision affects each of us, some profoundly, and we are not of one mind. Let us continue to accompany
one another with prayer, love and mutual respect as we reflect on this new reality and remember Paul’s words
in 1 Corinthians about the enduring power of God’s love. The ELCA social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift
and Trust” (2009) neither endorses nor forbids same-gender marriages and recognizes that we have differing
understandings and convictions on this matter. In its decision, the court stated that “the First Amendment
ensures that religious organizations and persons are given proper protection as they seek to teach the
principles that are so fulfilling and so central to their lives and faiths.”

According to this church’s social statement on human sexuality, all decisions about recognizing, supporting and
holding publicly accountable same-gender relationships are entrusted to congregations. Recognizing that the
church is not of one mind on this subject, our 2009 actions provide that congregations and clergy should
discern together whether to recognize such relationships and to what degree.

Pastors are to engage in conversation, discernment and partnership with the congregations who have called
them prior to solemnizing or presiding over a same-gender marriage. On the other hand, no pastor is obligated
to solemnize the marriage of any couple, same-gender or different-gender, whom the pastor cannot in good
conscience marry.

As Lutheran Christians, we continue to be a church that engages in conversation and discernment in all
aspects of our faith and life. Creating space for respectful conversation and dialogue continues to be an
important part of our life together. A helpful resource for engaging in difficult conversations is “Talking Together
as Christians about Tough Social Issues.” In addition, the ELCA Ministry to and with Same-Gender Couples
and their Families Working Group remains in the process of completing its work. A report of the group’s
findings and possible recommendations will be presented to the ELCA Church Council at its November meeting.

We seek to see our differences as a gift to be celebrated as we live out that which unites us: the mercy and
grace of Jesus Christ who leads us into mission and ministry in the world. In the midst of this change, we are
first and foremost church – a church that proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ. May God bless, guide and
strengthen you each day as you go in peace and serve the Lord.

Your Sister in Christ,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop / Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Special presentation - Saturday, July 18th at 4 PM

Melissa Karges works through Mission of Christ Network where she has spent the last four years serving as a
missionary in Hungary.  In a country where mindsets and ways of life are still affected by a half century of
communism, there are unique challenges to sharing the Gospel in this country.

Melissa grew up in Dayton, Nevada, and although "international experience" was limited in this small Nevada
town, God put foreign peoples and places on her heart from an early age.

While attending school at Concordia University Irvine, God first presented the opportunity to introduce her to
the Hungarian people and ministry among them as she had the served on short-term mission teams leading
English Bible camps in Hungary in 2008 and 2010.

After graduating from CUI, she served three years in Sopron, Hungary at a local Lutheran school where she
worked to build relationships through teaching English.  Since then, she has moved to the town of Bonyhád,
serving in a similar school setting.  Little by little, Melissa works to live out her faith, sharing her love of the Lord
and her hope of salvation through Jesus Christ with the people so in need of this message.

A PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED

Dear Lord, we pray for our Christian brothers and sisters who live where trouble is brewing.
Many suffer persecution in lands far and near. They face violence and harassment, hunger,
kidnapping, oppressive laws and efforts to destroy their belief in you. Let them feel your mighty
hand of love and protection as they go about their daily tasks. Let each person find strength,

courage and wisdom in you. When troubles surround them, may they dwell on your sacrifice and guidance.

Give comfort to those grieving the loss or suffering of loved ones. Generously meet daily needs for shelter and
food. Provide a safe worship place for those whose churches have been destroyed. Provide safe passage to
those who must leave families, communities and country for new surroundings.

Thank you for allowing your children to be the remnant you hold dear. We pray these things in Christ, our
persecuted but victorious Savior. Amen.

—MaryAnn Sundby
 

SAVE ME A PEW

The world’s largest Protestant Christian congregation is Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, Korea. Since its
founding in 1958, the church has grown exponentially. By 1983, seven Sunday services weren’t enough to
accommodate all the worshipers, so satellite churches were established.

The main church, located directly across from Korea’s National Assembly, can seat 26,000. But membership is so
large that people are told which week of the month they can attend worship. What an incredible witness in a
country where only about 30 percent of the citizens are Christians!

What would it take for our church to have a similar “problem”? And what can you do about it?
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