
If you look for Me at Christmas

you won’t need a special star

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are.

You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations

You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

and all the decorations.

But if you take a moment

from your list of things to do

And listen to your heart, you’ll find

I’m waiting there for you.

You’re the one I want to be with,

you’re the reason that I came,

And you’ll find Me in the stillness

as I’m whispering your name.

Love, Jesus

The ladies group at St.  John’s invited  Pastor Richard and Ann to their annual Christmas luncheon.  The poem
above is one of the lovely items they shared with us.  We thought you might enjoy it.
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As we continue our celebration of Christmas, we are invited to

reflect on the deepest meaning of Christ's birth– not just as the

remembrance of an event in the past, but the call to an ongoing way

of life. The poet Jim Strathdee expresses it simply and powerfully in

his Christmas Poem. 

When the song of the angel is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the magi and the shepherd

have found their way home,

the work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost and the lonely one,

To heal the broken soul with love.

To feed the hungry children

with warmth and good food,

To feel the earth below,

the sky above!

To free the prisoner from all chains,

To make the powerful care,

To rebuild the nations

with strength and good will,

To see God's children everywhere.

To bring hope to every task you do,

To dance at a baby's new birth,

To make music in an old person's heart

And sing the transformation of life,

the coming of the One who is Light.

God's peace,

Pastor Richard
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Well that year that was around to corner is here, I hope you all had a
wonderful  Christmas with family, friends and our brothers and sisters
in Christ.  The new year brings a fresh start and a time to reflect on the

old.  We can learn from our mistakes, draw from the positive and plan for the future. It reminds me of
going to the Altar for Communion: my sins are forgiven, I am uplifted and renewed, going forward.  Just as
Christ has shown us and pastor has reminded us, let’s not dwell on the mistakes and the downside of what
happens let’s move forward, forgiven, to share the joy, forgive, and help others just as Christ did during his
walk. Let your light shine this new year and remember,  God doesn't make junk. 

Blessings...................Craig Jahries

Submitted by Lothar Vasholz
  

SINGLE AND PARENTING: A fact—approximately half of today’s families are one parent families.  The
pressure of raising a family, having a career, dealing with a challenging world all rest on one parent.  We
saw the direct impact of this during the first series of the Single and Parenting program presented this
summer.  The need is there.  At this time we are the only church in the Valley with the program; we have
the resources and the motivation to continue the program. 

The next series will begin Monday, January 13, 2014.  Thanks to Brenda Dissette and Keron Gustafson, we
have an aggressive marketing program to expand Single and Parenting.  The Desert Christian News will
carry an article about St. John’s sponsoring the program.  We have had one radio interview and plan others
to “get the word out”.  In December we will use the 3 minute opportunity at the start of city council
meetings in Indio, La Quinta, and Palm Desert to announce the program.

YOU CAN HELP—we need to expand the presentation team.  Materials are in place, the need to serve is
there.  We need dedicated individuals/teams to conduct the sessions.  Please contact Keron Gustafson @
760 898 4199 or Lothar Vasholz @ 760 285 3933 for more information.  Join the team, make a difference
in the life of a single parent and his or her children.!!
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   2 Larry Lang
Alexandra Lewke
Virginia Bridge

  5 Patti Mathis
Lance Yackee

  8 John Barkley
10 Curt Starkweather
 Sammie Lee Lingle
11 Eileen MacFarlane
13 Nancy Ansbro
 Mary Richey
 Jack Harris
15 Donita Holst
 Megan Donnelly
16 Jim Wadleigh
21 Phyllis Evans
25 Lou Patterson
27 Kay Mathison
 Hailie Hollawell
 Sonja Burkett
29 Karen Flahive
30 Miriam Tadewaldt
 Bob Peper
 Diana Lang
 Mitch Phillips
31 Jackie Jones

February 1 -1 10

  1 Wil Vashaw
  2 Charles Tadewaldt

Betty Jo Brickles
  3 Nydia Louis

Gary Heer
Kirsten Smith

  4 Bill Evans
  5 Charles Riggs

Sara Van Patten
  6 Jennifer Campbell

10 Cindy & John Hagar
 

February 1 - 10 

7 Carla & Robert Dixon
8 Marian & Melton Bockman
9 Miriam & Charles Tadewaldt

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

For your convenience there are
several ways for you to make
your contribution to St. John’s
other than Sunday morning.  

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers)
forms are available for you in the
narthex, or you can go directly to
our website and schedule your
contributions on-line. 

 Thank you for your continued
support. If you need assistance
please call Ann in the church
office. 

BUILDING LOAN
REPAYMENT

MORE PROGRESS - Thank you. 

November 1  through December 31  we st st

have received 14,874.00 towards this
debt. 

The original loan was for $70,00.00. 
Distributions were made in May and
October, the current balance is
$29,000.00.   Let’s all continue to help to
pay off this obligation. 

CELEBRATION SINGERS

Rehearsals are on
Wednesdays, at 4:00 pm in

the choir room. 

If you are interested in
music, fun, and fellowship, come by and

check us out. 

Contact Laura Stave at (760)564-0137 
for more information. 

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good
News”, newspaper is delivered
via email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document file). 
Please make sure we have your
email.

It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at; 

http://www.adobe.com/downloads  
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A huge THANK YOU to EVERYONE who assisted

with the Christmas Eve Services.   

We prepared 525 bulletins, proofed and folded individually by our

dedicated office volunteers.  

Thank you Millie for all the scheduling of the service assistants and

our Altar Group for Communion care.

Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Scripture Readers, all made the

services go beautifully.

We celebrated the birth of the Christ child with close to 395 people.

We wish everyone a very happy  New Year.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like
prayer for you or someone else,
please contact one of the people
listed below. This group stretches far
and wide via e-mail.  Make sure to
ask the person’s permission to be
placed on the prayer chain.  

Requests are confidential. 

Call:  Diana Lang  ~   360-2479   or
Joan Laudig  ~  343-2093

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3  Saturday ofrd

each month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a
financial avenue to support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel
resource from among club members for programs such as the annual Musical
Extravaganza and FIND.

The next scheduled meeting will be on January 18  at 7:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.  th

Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com
or 760-345-2902. 

PALM SPRINGS FOLLIES - "The last Hurrah/Our Farewell Season".  

Please see Ann in the church office - Monday through Thursday to pick up your tickets.  The performance is
Tuesday, January  14  at 1:30. th

For the month of January only, the ladies group will meet the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays, which are January 8 and January 22, beginning at 9 a.m. All ladies at St.
John's are invited to attend.
 
The cookbooks are still being sold between services on the patio.

A Small Group Bible Study is held the 2  and 4  Thursday of each month through April 2014.  A small groupnd th

meets for Bible study in homes in Bermuda Dunes Country Club beginning January 9 .  This is a seasonal smallth

group, and the topic of study is "Women in the Bible."  Sue Branson, a member of St. John's and an ordained
minister, leads the lessons.
 
All people who are interested in an afternoon Bible study are invited to attend.  There is no cost and no
homework!  All meetings begin promptly at 3 p.m. and end at 4:30.
 
For more information, please call Marilyn Brockman at (760) 345-4486, or e-mail: brockie@live.com.
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Service Assistants:  Special thanks to all Service Assistants who do such a wonderful job every week in
making our services so great!  Your commitment and faithfulness is amazing.  Keep up the great work! 

December 17  , FIND Tuesday, was as busy as ever.  Three 6' foot tables were placed on theth

walkway on the north side of the sanctuary.  Helpers arranged items previously donated to
FIND warehouse from CVS pharmacy, that included books, jackets, scales, electric
toothbrushes, heaters, sphygmomanometers (blood pressure cuffs), sets of Christmas mugs
and dishes, and other surprises.  Everything had been gathered during the year and stored in
several garages belonging to St. John's members. It was all free or didn't cost more than 19
cents a pound.

A delivery truck from FIND had arrived earlier that morning with pallets of chicken and lamb, canned corn, green
beans, peaches and cartons of milk. We added eggs, cheese, luncheon meat, cereal, produce and cookies.
Volunteers got busy dismantling the pallets and filling bags with food. It was a busy hustle fun time. 

While our neighbors waited in church for distribution to begin, Laura led our choir, Patrick played piano, and
everyone joined in song. There were many smiles and a sense of Christmas joy within that fellowship of friends
and strangers.  We were all privileged to take part in the celebration. Thanks to our members and friends from
other congregations, we were blessed beyond measure. 

The Youth of St. John's spent the month of December serving and enjoying holiday festivities. 
The kids kicked off the month with a fun trip to Universal Studios.  They shared a full day of
shows and rides, followed by a fantastic tree-lighting ceremony. The next week, the kids got
busy fasting for 30-Hour Famine. They began their fast on the 6th and spent that whole night
learning what life is like for hungry children around the world. With the help of the
congregation, they raised $623 for World Vision to help feed and care for some of those
children.  On the 14  the youth headed out to Palm Desert Country Club to perform theirth,

Christmas Pageant.  The next morning they were back at church, performing the program for
both services.  The kids did a wonderful job retelling the birth of our Savior in their own special way.  On the 20 ,th

the kids took some time out to volunteer at the C.V. Christmas Store.  Their helping hands helped to brighten up
Christmas for some needy children. On the 22 , they headed out on a fun Christmas lights tour which includednd

Candy Cane Lane and the Festival of Lights at the Mission Inn.  It was a great way to get in the Christmas Spirit! 
On the 24 , the youth were out in full force for the Christmas Eve Family Service.  We heard some lovely musicth

from our Youth Choir as well as a performance from Rock the Flock. The kids wrapped it all up with a New Year's
Lock-in.  

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, January 5th – "Where's Waldo?"  2pm
Sunday, January 12th – Pancake Breakfast 8:30am
Friday, January 17th – "The Roadshow 2014" Christian concert 7pm
Sunday, January 19th – Youth Group / Bible Study 5 to 7pm
Friday, January 24th – "Mission Friday" TBA
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 GLOBAL MISSION UPDATE:  Focus on the gifts and work of the Spirit

GLOBAL MISSION UPDATE:  In His service, together.

Since May 2013 we have been exploring the activities and outreach of the ELCA through its Global Mission unit
by publishing updates in our weekly bulletin inserts and monthly newsletters.   As we begin this new year it
seemed an appropriate time to stop and remind ourselves what Global Mission is all about.  The ELCA website
www.elca.org provides wonderful information on the Mission unit and its actions and programs.  As the site
points out, by banding together as a larger church we can do more throughout the world (including within this
country) than we can as individuals or as individual congregations.  By working together under the banner of the
ELCA Global Mission as a group we
   
.  steward the international web of ELCA relationships
.  listen to companion church bodies and respond to their mission priorities with program grants and personnel
.  receive the gifts of Christian witness throughout the global church in order to build our own capacity for

witness 
.  fund long-term, sustainable development projects and respond to international disasters 
.  call and prepare mission personnel for service in response to requests from companion churches 
.  provide scholarships for international post-graduate study to global church leaders 
.  provide tools to equip ELCA members for faithful global engagement. 

 The above information comes from the Global Mission section of the ELCA website.  See more at: 
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission.  Please pray for God's guidance in all our mission work.

A 'BILL OF RIGHTS' FOR THE CHURCH?

What might a church body assume are the rights of each church member? Here are a few suggestions:

1. The right to be a full participant in the worship and activities of the congregation.

2. The right to expect safety and respect in the church.

3. The right to help decide the goals and mission of the church.

4. The right to decide one's own stewardship - time, talent and resources - without coercion.

5. The right to know the contents of every church document and every decision of church leaders.

6. The right to know about all the financial matters of the church, including the budget, any savings accounts,

church debts, salaries, church foundation's resources, scholarship funds and any other special funds.

7. The right to have private personal matters kept private. Any confidential matters and all conversations with

the pastor or counselor are kept strictly undisclosed.

8. The right to receive the ministries of the church when needed. During illness, bereavement, personal anguish,

family disorders and other problems, there should be the right of support and guidance.

9. The right to have your family members educated in the Bible, Christian theology and ethics. This includes 

confirmation classes, youth activities, etc.

10. The right to share one's gifts and graces as part of the choir, musical or drama groups, in the activities of any

relevant age group, during workdays on behalf of the church, etc.

Published in Newsletternewsletter.com : September 2003 reprinted with permission
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Website:  www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com

Email addresses: 

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net

Ann Rhein, Office Manager :  st.johns@verizon.net

Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net 

  Sunday Worship Schedule 

Sunday 9:00 AM - Traditional Service 

10 To 10:45 AM -Coffee Fellowship   

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship 

11 AM - Kids Church 

 Special Dates in January 

  1 New Year’s Day
  6 Epiphany
12 Baptism of the Lord
20 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance
26  Annual Congregational Meeting

January 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
 

Annual Meeting ~ January 26 between services.

Everyone is welcome to attend, only members of record may vote.

Projected 2014 budget will be available on January 12 .th

Budget Forum - January 19  to answer any questions and listen to any concerns or suggestions.th

Be a good steward - Various committees are writing the church budget for 2014.  They're placing their trust in
God and believing in our members and friends to support the church's ministry. Let us all show our faithfulness
with good stewardship through our time, talents and treasures.

WHAT WE'D LIKE TO HEAR IN CHURCH  (your humor for the day)

• Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front pew!
• I was so enthralled, I never noticed your sermon ran longer than usual.
• I’ll volunteer to be the permanent junior high Sunday school teacher.
• I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never heard before.
• Because we’re all here, let’s start the worship service early.
• Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stewardship campaign.

Published in Newsletternewsletter.com : October 2013 reprinted with permission

Mission Statement: 

To Know Christ 
and To 

Make Christ Known
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