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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
11:00 am - Praise Service
Sunday School
Saturday Worship
4:00 pm - Saturday Night
Light Service
For more information, please see our
calender of events on the last page
(or attached to your email).

Posting the Truth in Love
"We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of
doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the
truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's
growth in building itself up in love." Ephesians 4:14-16
The words of the Apostle Paul to the church in Ephesus are especially relevant to our world today. We live in a time
and place of wonderful opportunity in which we have access to more information, more quickly, more easily than ever
before in human history. This also presents an unprecedented challenge, as there is also increased opportunity for
more misinformation to spread more quickly, more easily, more widely than ever before. This seems especially true of
social media, in which individuals can and do engage in "deceitful scheming" in order to financially defraud or
socially disparage or politically divide their fellow human beings. These 'crafty' deceivers hide behind online
anonymity and assume that those with whom they communicate will 'believe everything they read,' even if its false or
harmful, and then share it with others.
As followers of Christ, we are called to be people of truth and love. We are, as Paul affirms, to be mature in our
discernment of what is real and beneficial, equipped to work together in service to God and our neighbors,
encouraging each other in compassion and goodwill. We are to speak - or post or share or tweet - the truth in love.
A few suggestions for how we might do so…
~ Don't believe everything that comes to you through an email chain, a Facebook post, or a TV pundit. It might not
be true. Even if it seems right. Even if it comes from a friend.
~ Do your own research. A ten minute Google search of multiples sources can uncover a great deal. Check to see
where the information is coming from, and if it's a source you trust and want to promote.
~ Get information from a variety of sources. Watch more than one cable news channel. Read more than one
newspaper. Have genuine conversations with the people in your life and listen to their perspectives.
~ Don't pass along information unless you know it's true. Eastern philosophers affirm the 'four gates of speech' before you say (or write) something, ask (1) is it true? (2) is it necessary? (3) is it beneficial? (4) is it kind?
~ Take a moment to consider before you share something online - or in person. The biblical author James puts it this
way, "You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to
anger…"(James 1:19)
~ Think about what we think about. Contemporary media is designed to grab our attention (and then our money)
through heightening our emotions, especially negative emotions like anger and fear, but we don't have to buy into
this manipulation. We can, as Paul writes, choose to focus on what is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing,
commendable, excellent, and worthy of praise (Phil 4:8). What we allow to our occupy our thoughts affects our
peace of mind.
(Continued on next page)

~ Speak the truth in love. Before we share something - online or in person - ask, does it move the conversation
forward? does it promote peace and wellbeing? does it come from a place of love?
Any technological advance, including social media, can be used for good or ill. Paul used the highways and shipping
lanes of the Roman Empire to spread the good news. Luther and his fellow reformers used the printing press to declare
that we are saved by grace through faith. May we also use the resources of our time and place to proclaim the gospel
of Jesus Christ, to speak his truth, to share his love.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Jen

LENTEN SERVICES
LENTEN SOUP SUPPER SERVICES are at 6 pm on Wednesdays thru Mar 21. We start with a meal together in
the Fellowship Hall - if you'd like to bring soup to share, please contact Craig and Sally Jahries
(sjahries@yahoo.com). At 6:30 pm we move into the Sanctuary for a time of prayer, song, Scripture reading, and
devotion centered in Luther's Small Catechism. Donations will go to support ELCA World Hunger. All are
welcome!
In addition, resources for engaging in daily prayer, daily devotionals, and new guides for reading the
Bible in one year are available in the Narthex, in the Church Office, and online at
StJohnsLutheran.Church

Holy Week Worship

Maundy Thursday, March 29 - join us for a unique worship experience at Shields Date Garden. We'll gather at
11:30 for a free devotional walk through the Garden depicting events in the life of Christ, guided by Pastor Jen. Come
at 10:30 to enjoy brunch together in our group reserved seating; meal is not included. Please contact Pastor Jen or Ann
in the church office to RSVP.
Good Friday, March 30 - services at 12 noon and 7 pm in the Sanctuary. Join us for this time of prayer and
contemplation on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as we reflect together in worship on his Seven Last Words on the cross.
Easter Services - Sat, March 31, 4 pm & Sun April 1, 7 am Sunrise (Outdoor Lot), 9 am & 11 am (Sanctuary) - all
are welcome as the celebrate the good news, "Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!"

A Message from Council President Millie Taylor
What an exciting time to be a member of St. John's Lutheran Church! As I start my term as President of the Council, I
am amazed at the energy that I feel around church-from yet another New Member Orientation to a Volunteer Thank
You Dinner and to a wonderful, unique Maundy Thursday event at the Shield's Date Garden Walk. It is obvious that
Pastor Jen, Molly, Laura, and Ann are quite a leadership team!
Your new Council held their second monthly meeting on February 20th. Again, the energy on Council is clear.
Postcards for Easter, better networking for Twitter and Facebook, live streaming so everyone can enjoy our Sunday
services, and a new Cancer Ministry are just a few of the new things that are taking place. We have enthusiastic, eager
Council members who are excited about doing a great job. Keep on the lookout for even more new happenings in the
months to come. It is a blessing to have such a wonderful Council and staff to work with.

ST. JOHN’S MINISTRIES
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"
Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" Isaiah 6:8

CARING MINISTRIES
FIND (Food In Need of Distribution)
The next distribution is Tuesday, Mar
27. Please continue to bring non
perishable food items, especially eggs.
Thank you to all of the wonderful
volunteers. Contact Molly Farrin at the church office to
volunteer or for more information.
Eucharistic Visitation Ministers bring Communion,
conversation and fellowship to those who are home
bound or in the hospital or nursing home.
Ride Ministry Team furnishes rides to church to those
who don’t have transportation to worship services.
If you are in need of either of these services, or would
like to serve, contact Diana Lang (760) 360-2479 or
Diana@lcdinc.net.
Email Prayer Chain communicates requests for prayer
with prayer team members. If you have a
prayer request, or would like to join the team,
contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760)
343-2093,MIMIOO7@aol.com.
St. John's Prayer list is available in the narthex. Thank
you for praying!
Stephen Ministers Here at St. John's we are fortunate to
have a Stephen Ministry team! If a member is going
through a difficult or painful time, Pastor can connect a
Stephen Minister with this member. The Stephen
Ministers have undergone 50 hours of training on how to
offer "God-centered" care and comfort to those in need.
Please contact Pastor Jen at 760-345-2122 or Millie
Taylor at iammillietaylor@gmail.com for more
information.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Rehearse on Thursdays at 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.
For more information, contact Laura Stave at
l.stave@icloud.com.
Altar Guild members ensure that Communion is
prepared for each service.
Altar Flowers may be donated to the Glory of God, in
celebration of a special event, or in memory of a loved
one. Your check for $55.00, with "Altar flowers" on the
memo, should be made out to St. John's.
To join the Altar Guild, or to select a date to donate
Altar Flowers, contact Diana Lang (760) 360-2479 or
Diana@lcdinc.net.
Motion Choir (Devotion in Motion) offers
choreographed movement to inspirational music at
Worship Services throughout the year; practice is
Sunday after the 11 am Service (12:15 - 12:45).
Audio/Visual Team members operate the Sound Board
and run the PowerPoint presentation at Saturday and
Sunday Worship Services. Training is provided.
For more information on Motion Choir or Audio/Visual
Team, contact Wendy Anderson at
wenders1818@gmail.com.
Worship Service Assistants
Please contact Curt Starkweather to
volunteer. There are many opportunities for
you to serve the Lord, including serving as a
Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant.
Call (760) 399-1982 or email
rstarkweath2@ ft.newyorklife.com.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
If you would like to host a fellowship hour between
Sunday services please contact the Sorensen's:
Karen @ 760-989-0455 or Rick @ 760-989-0456 or
email fijordsmen@yahoo.com.

YOUTH AND FAMILY
Kid's Church (grades 1-5) is offered during our 11 am
Worship Service; weekly lessons include Bible studies,
music, crafts, and Bible-friendly games.
Confirmation and Youth Bible Study take place after
our 11 am Worship Service (12:15-1 pm).
Rock the Flock puppet ministry performs several times
throughout the year at Sunday Worship Services.
Several Youth and Family Service and Fellowship
Opportunities are available every month.
For more information, contact Molly Farrin at the
church office, 760-345-2122

XII ANNUAL
MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA
The XII Annual Musical Extravaganza will take
place on Sun, March 18 at 2:00
pm. Tickets are only $10.00, and
will be on sale between Sunday
worship services on Mar 4 and 11,
and at the door. Enjoy great
performances from local high
school seniors, who will receive
scholarships for their participation.
This is talent not to be missed.
The Youth are having a Silent Auction starting at 1 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. An Ice Cream Social in the
Fellowship Hall will follow.

WOMEN'S MINISTRY
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY
All women of the church are invited to attend either
group.
Martha Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month
at 9 am for Bible study with Pastor Jen, followed by our
business meeting at 10:15 am. Next meeting is Mar 7.
Ruth Circle meets at 8 am the first Saturday of the
month in the Ministry Center for a 1½ hour casual Bible
study. Pastor Jen is leading a series on the proposed
ELCA Social Statement “Women and Justice.”
Next meeting is Mar 3.

MEN'S CLUB
Meets the third Saturday of each month; our next
meeting is Mar 17 at 8 am. Please join us for breakfast
and fellowship. For more information, contact Craig
Packer at 760-702-7577.
SCRIP CARDS are available for purchase on the patio
after Sunday Worship Services. SCRIP cards
are gift cards that can be used at retailers like
Target, Panera Bread, Starbucks, Macy's, and
many more. St. John's received a percentage
of the purchase price and proceeds go to the Men's Club
Youth Scholarship Program.

Join us for a small group Bible study led by Jackie
Severa and coordinated by Diana Lang. Meetings take
place in various people's homes from 3 pm to 4:30 pm.
For this season's study, we are using the Marcia
Feinburg workbook, "Fight Back With Joy." There is a
$6 charge for the workbook. All are welcome! For more
information, please call Diana Lang (760) 702-7745 or
Marilyn Brockman (760) 774-0463.

CANCER BOOK MINISTRY
We’ve initiated a new ministry of support for people
diagnosed with cancer and for their families.
Administered through Stephen Ministry, we’re
providing the book "Cancer - What Now?" by Kenneth
C. Haugk, Ph.D. to cancer patients or family members
identified by Pastor or one of our caring ministers. For
more information, to help support this ministry, or to
discuss ways we might provide support to cancer
patients or their family members through our St. John's
ministry, please contact Pastor, one of the Stephen
ministers, or a Council member.

The Youth of St. John's spent the month of February serving and celebrating. The
kids started out the month with a Rock the Flock performance for the congregation
and a very special guest, Bishop Andy Taylor! After the performance they headed
off to Laser Oasis for their annual Superbowl Party. The kids enjoyed the game,
great food, laser tag, and arcade games. What an awesome party! On the 11th they
were back at St. John's to host a Pancake Breakfast. The kids love serving the
congregation, and everyone sure loves their pancakes! On Saturday the 17th they kids joined up with The Narrow
Door and did outreach on the streets of Indio. Thank you to the Bridges family who helped us to knock on doors and
spread the word about food assistance in that community. As February came to a close the kids were getting geared up
for the Musical Extravaganza, Lenten service opportunities and more! Please see the below for all of the great
upcoming events.
Weekly

March Events

Sundays after 11:00 service:

Friday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday

Confirmation Class
in Conference Room
High School Bible Study
in Youth Room

2
11
17
18
24
27
30

Volunteer Dinner 6 pm
Youth Group / Auction Baskets 1 pm
Food Boxing at The Narrow Door 9 am
Musical Extravaganza
Movie Night "I Can Only Imagine" after SNL
FIND distribution
Children's Easter Event (Setup 10 am, Event 2 pm)

Sunday school – The Sunday school kids have been enjoying their weekly lessons as well as worshiping with the
congregation. In February several new puppeteers joined our “Roll the Soul” group for our puppet performance and
we are looking forward to the opportunity to expand that group even more. Don’t forget, our next big children’s event
is our annual egg-hunt on March 31.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Youth Gathering fundraiser.
We have reached 99% of our goal!

Our Children’s Easter Event is Saturday, March 31st at 2 pm. We will be looking for volunteers for
the event, candy donations, and of course your children and grandchildren to join in the fun!

Millie Taylor
Karla Wilson
Dave Smith
Jim Morgan

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Jody Devere
Mitch Phillips
Amy Peterson
Curt Starkweather

Evangelism
Trustee
Outreach
Deacon

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.” Proverbs 3:9

Jan 2018

Budgeted YTD

Actual YTD

Over/Under (-)

Income

38,716

41,013

2,297

Expense

34,954

33,492

(1,462)

ST. JOHN'S IS ON FACEBOOK!

2
3
6
7
7
10
10
11
11
12
12
12
13
15
19
19
19
23
26
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
31

Warren Kenison
Makenna Jones
Justin Johnson
Dorothy Cleveland
Deborah Hulslander
Cheryl Sherrill
Garlan Hulslander
Betty van Keulen
Kenneth Severa
John Read
Riley Jo Purdy
Elizabeth Waaler
Daniel Flahive
Addisyn Bonacci
Lily Bartram
Angel Allegretto
Jett Peterson
Ed Ahlmeyer
Sam Hansen
Ed Hewitson
Duke Frey
Jacob Melcher
Jacqueline Kramer
Mervyn Bjerke
Jennifer Hagar
Carla Dixon
Connie Boston
Ryan Bartram
Jacob Stave
Grant Howard

2
2
2
4
7
9
10
11
12
12
13
14
15
16
17
20
20
21
22
22
24
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
30

Patrick Karst
Melinda Davis
Alice Zilinsky
Carol Mouland
Raquel Wise
Ray Bille
Lily Herndon
Barb Grans
Jordan Donnelly
Dave Smith
Paige Warren
Sue Branson
Bud Boston
Joshua Burns
Joan Laudig
Laura Stave
Ariana Espinoza
Janet Peper
Nena Johnson
Keron Saunders
Sherry Silver
Marcia Vashaw
Yvonne Michelsen
Veigh Ann Pizzurro
Gabriela Mouland
Arnold Fishkind
Noah Herndon
Courtney Alacano
Dax Dawson
Peter Louis

Search "St. John's Lutheran Church,
Palm Desert" and like our page so that you can get
updates on all our important news and upcoming
events.

NEWSLETTER - “The Good News” newspaper is
delivered via email in the form of a pdf file. Please
make sure we have your email address. It can be
viewed with Adobe Reader, available for free at
www.adobe.com/downloads.

WEBSITE - Please visit our website
stjohnslutheran.church for updated
information on our ministries, activities,
and events.

SPACE AT ST. JOHN’S - Consider our facility for
any gatherings. Spread the word within the
community. Examples: Wedding * Retirement Party *
Graduation * Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more information,
760-360-8571 or mp@prolandscapeservices.net

Congratulations to:
William Tuey Paiyarat
on his baptism February 10
and

3
Connie & Bud Boston
4
Laura & Lane Stave

1
Patti Mathis
&
Michael Miller
10
Sue & Phil Branson
24
Dyann & Jim Upshaw

Lane Wickwire
on his baptism February 25

2017 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
have been mailed out. If you need one and have not
received it, please call Ann at the church office, 760345-2122.

If you are interested in being part of starting up a Single's Ministry at St John's, contact Jody
DeVere at 805-208-1008. We are going to set up a planning meeting after Easter to get things
started moving forward.

