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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
11:00 am - Praise Service
Sunday School

Saturday Worship

4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light Service

For more information, please see our calender of events on the
last page (or attached to your email)

One of them, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?" He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. "
Matthew 22:35-40

This summer, we are embracing an opportunity to discuss how we love God and our neighbors as the community of
Christ at St. John's with a study entitled, "The Bible and Homosexuality." I believe it is vital we have an open, gracious,
respectful, Biblically-based, Christ-centered conversation on this subject at this time.
The study will be held in three sessions, July 15, 22, and 29, after the Saturday Night Live Worship Service, from 5:00
pm to 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Dinner is included. There is no charge for the class; donations will be accepted
to cover meal costs. The first session will focus on the moral vision of Scripture and the ELCA's social statement on
"Human Sexuality" (which can be found online at www.elca.org). The second session will focus on Old Testament
passages and insights. The third session will focus on New Testament passages and insights.
Please feel free to invite friends and family. All are welcome to join in the conversation. We also plan to make these
sessions available to those who are unable to attend.
Please do let me know if you have questions. I am truly grateful for the gift of leading this beloved community, and I
know God is with us as we take the next steps on our journey together.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jen

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear St. John's family,
Well it's summer and about 114 degrees right now, so why not write my newsletter article. For those who are here, I
don't have to tell you it's HOT. For those in cooler climates, I hope you're enjoying the break from the Desert and
having a great summer. As you read the newsletter you will see, St. John's still has a lot going on during our summer
season.
I want to thank the generous givers who helped fund the Multi Use Area (soon to be re- named). The council and staff
feel this will be an added touch for additional activities at St. John's. Let's put it to use.
This time of year allows all of us to catch our breath a bit. We had a New Member Orientation on June 25, and we
continue to see new faces. We are also offering a new meditation class. Our Gospel of John Bible study is continuing
throughout the summer. The Youth also have several events planned.
We are actively working with Thrivent to assist members at St. John's with any financial needs; St. John’s community
members who become Thrivent members qualify for matching funds for various ministry activities. If you are a
Thrivent member, please contact Ann in the church office and let her know.
In closing, please continue to pray for our congregation, visitors, members, staff, and ministries.
God Bless,
Mitch Phillips

September 10th is our day to work together as a church to help our neighbors in need! On that Sunday we will be
having a "work day" and lunch after the 11:00 service. We will be putting together bags for the needy which will be
distributed by Narrow Door. We are collecting the following items for the bags: toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap,
white socks, combs, brushes, water bottles, razors, deodorant and nail clippers. A box will be located in the back of
church for you to put articles in. We need to start collecting early to prepare! Many thanks!

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED ON JULY 2
We're delighted to welcome our new members, Jody DeVere and Janet & Jim Morgan.
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John's, or if you have any questions about
membership, please contact Pastor Jen at the church office (760-345-2122) or through email
(jennifershaw0204@gmail.com).

Please keep Lois Koch and her family and friends in prayer on the passing of her husband,
Bill.He died on Tuesday, June 27 at home, surrounded by family.

BIBLE STUDIES ~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ~ MINISTRIES
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations..." Matthew 28:19
ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Gospel of John
The Gospel of John Bible study meets on
Thursdays at 10 am; repeated at 7 pm.
We are going through each chapter over
the course of sixteen (or so) weeks, discussing the
themes, characters, stories, and theological insights of
the Gospel and how this Good News calls us into a fuller
and deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. We meet in
the Fellowship Hall. Outlines from previous classes are
available. All are welcome!

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We will resume meeting the third Saturday of each
month on September 16, 2017 at 8 am. When we
resume, please join us for breakfast and fellowship. For
more information, please contact Craig Packer at 760702-7577.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
The St. John's Ladies' Circles will meet
Saturday, August 5 at 8 am, and
Wednesday, August 2 at 9:30 am. All
women are welcome to attend either meeting.
Our representative to the ELCA Triennial Convention,
Jackie Severa, will attend the gathering in Minneapolis,
MN from July 13-16. The theme of this Tenth Triennial,
“All Anew,” will feature several speakers, Bible studies,
and other activities. Women from all across our nation
will be attending. St. John's is sending several quilt kits as
our offering. These kits will be completed on-site and
distributed by Lutheran World Relief.
Several ladies from St. John's two circles have been
working on knitting or crocheting prayer shawls for
elderly, frail, ill persons, both men and women. Prayer
shawls will be distributed locally later in the year to those
in need.

CARING MINISTRY
Do you know someone who is unable to come to church on a regular basis, and would benefit from
having Communion brought to them? Eucharistic Visitation Ministers bring Communion,
conversation, and fellowship to those who are home bound. Please contact Judy Burke
(760-832-7370) or Pastor Jen to learn more.
Do you know some who could use a ride to church? Caring Ministry team members are available to give rides to those
who do not have transportation to come to worship services. Please contact Diana Lang (760-360-2479) or Pastor Jen
to learn more.

WHAT IS MUTUAL MINISTRY?
Mutual Ministry is a small group that meets with the Pastor to:
* Pray for the church * Study the Word together
* Share and discuss any pertinent questions, comments and suggestions provided
by the congregation.
The Council, Committees or appropriate Staff will then be notified of the
observations.
We are here to serve St. John's. If you have a question, comment or suggestion,
please tap one of us on the shoulder, call or send us an email.

Mutual Ministry Members
Pastor Jen
Debbie Bridges
Maria Hunt
Craig Jahries
Diana Lang
Myron Yurko

ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"
Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" Isaiah 6:8

WORSHIP SERVICE ASSISTANTS - Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer. There are many
opportunities for you to serve the Lord, including
serving as a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant.
Call (760) 399-1982 or email rstarkweath2@
ft.newyorklife.com.
FELLOWSHIP HOUR - If you would like to host a
fellowship hour between Sunday services please
contact the Sorensen's: Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
Rick @ 760-989-0456 or email fijordsmen@
verizon.net.

ALTAR FLOWER MINISTRY
You may donate altar flowers
to the Glory of God, in
celebration of a special event,
or in memory of a loved one.
Your check for $55.00, with "Altar flowers" on the
memo, should be made out to St. John's. To select
your special date, contact Diana Lang at (760)
702-7745 or Diana@lcdinc.net.

PRAYER CHAIN - The prayer chain is confidential and the
prayer requests are sent via email. Please join us!
Contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093,
MIMIOO7@aol.com.

ALTAR GUILD - The work of St. John's Altar Guild
ensures that Communion is prepared for each
service. If you would you like to be a part of this
important ministry, please contact Diana Lang at
Diana@lcdinc.net or 760-360-2479.

Church Council Members
Mitch Phillips
Millie Taylor
Sherry Silver
Deborah Hulslander
Curt Starkweather
Chris Dale
Kay Marovich
Christy Ansbro

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Deacon
Evangelism/Outreach
Music & Worship
Trustee

FIND (Food In Need Of Distribution)
The next distribution is Tuesday, July 25. Please continue to bring non perishable food items, especially boxes of
cereal. Volunteers are especially needed in the summer. To volunteer or for more information contact Molly at the
church office 760-345-2122. Thank you to all our volunteers!
ST. JOHN'S IS ON FACEBOOK!
Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so that you can get updates on all
our important news and upcoming events.
NEWSLETTER
“The Good News” newspaper is delivered via email in the form of a pdf file. Please make sure we have your email
address. It can be viewed with Adobe Reader, available for free at www.adobe.com/downloads.
WEBSITE
Please visit our website stjohnslutheran.church for updated information on our ministries, activities, and events.

The Youth of St. John's enjoyed some summer fun in the month of June, but were still took
time out to serve their church and community. They began the month with their annual trip
to the Santa Monica Pier on June 3rd. What a great way to kick off the summer! It was 64
degrees, and the kids had a great time at the beach. They also got to enjoy the amusement
park on the pier. On the weekend of the 10th we celebrated our high school graduates.
Congratulations once again to Jarod Farrin, Emily Hagar and Austin Stone for all of their
success! We can't wait to see what you accomplish next. On the 17th the kids were back out in the community,
serving at the Narrow Door. They helped pack over 500 food boxes that were delivered to needy families in the
community. On the 19th they gathered back at church for pizza and a fun movie night. We closed out the month with
more service, this time helping with our own FIND food distribution. Thanks kids for all of your hard work!
Weekly: Saturdays - Saturday Night Light Worship "SNL" followed by Youth Bible study @ 4pm
July Events:
Wednesday July 5th - Movie Night - 6 to 8 in the Youth Room
Saturday, July 15th - Food Boxing @ the Narrow Door - 9am
Wednesday July 19th - Movie Night - 6 to 8 in the Youth Room
Sat., July 22nd - LRCC Banquet @ 1st Lutheran in Torrance - 5pm
Tuesday, July 25th - FIND Food Distribution - 7am
July 31 - Aug. 4 Vacation Bible School 9am to 3pm (Youth Volunteers Needed!)

ATTENTION ALL KIDS!

VBS is almost here!!!

Join us July 31 through August 4 from 9 am to 3 pm for our awesome VBS Day Camp.
It will be a fun, spirit-filled week full of music, games, crafts, Bible stories and more!
Our VBS is free for the first 50 kids who register,
so please email Molly at mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net to reserve your spot.

Join our Big Bear Conference for a hike to raise funds for El Camino Pines and Luther Glen Farm
Camp. Bring your family and friends as we raise funds for our summer camperships, Luther Glen
Farm Camp, and improvements at El Camino Pines. Simply sign up family and friends to sponsor your
"Taking A Hike." Great prizes will be awarded for the individual who raises the most.
When: July 8, 2017 Time: 10:30am
Where: Los Rios Rancho Wildland Conservancy
Meet: Los Rios Rancho Parking Lot in Oak Glen
For more information contact the church office at 760-345-2122 or email st.johns@verizon.net.
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Steve Sindoni
William Taylor
Avrianna Boyce
William Winters
Spencer Stevens
Frank Van Patten
Kelly Trembley
Jacob Hernandez
Carmen Flanagan
Erin Feagle
Jay Feagle
Vito Genovese
Jerry Holm
Chase Johnson
Joan Smith
Jarod Farrin
Thelma Nelson
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Linda & Paul Wainio
Sammie Lee & Don Lingle
Peggy & Leonard Smart
Anne & Bram van der Meij
Karla & Sam Hansen
Debbie & Ben Bridges
Mary & Bill Winters
Julie & Chris Dale

Space at St. John’s
Consider our facility for any gatherings. Spread the
word within the community. Examples:
Weddings * Retirements * Graduations
Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more information
760-360-8571 or mp@prolandscapeservices.net

VOLUNTEER WITH CVRM
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission is looking for local
churches to help volunteer. They have a few different
areas they need volunteers for, including their three
Boutiques, Facility Maintenance, and Front Desk.
They are also looking for mentors. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact them so they can start the
volunteer application process.
CVRM is a 501 C (3) non-profit corporation serving
the Valley’s hungry, hurting, and homeless population
since 1972 with food, shelter, clothing, and Spiritual
guidance.
To volunteer or for more information, please contact
Desire’ Tegge at 760-347-3512 ext 221 or email her at
dtegge@cvrm.org.
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12 Darlene Evans
13 Karla Bille
14 Kathryn Liesemeyer
15 Susie Keenan
16 Millie Taylor
16 Ron Walker
18 Sarah Dunn
Betty Landis
Jacqueline Severa
19 Richard Laker
Benjamin Bridges
21 Mary Ellefson
22 Grayson Washington
Margaret Genovese
Thomas Laffin
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31 Debra Manners

