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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
11:00 am - Praise Service
Sunday School

Saturday Worship

4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light Service

For more information, please see our calender of events on the last
page (or attached to your email).

"Surly we are named after Christ, not because He is absent from us, but
because He dwells in us, that is, because we believe in Him and are Christs one
to another and do to our neighbors as C hrist does to us."
Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian
A few years ago, I heard California Lutheran University professor Colleen Windham-Hughes speak on the mission of the
church. She offered a striking metaphor from an earlier theologian for the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The gospel is like a sheet of pure gold that accumulates dross (waste material produced when metal is refined) in its
transmission through our human hands. The task of each generation is to convey the gold and remove the dross. "You
have been given gold," this theologian said, "make sure it is gold you pass along."
The more I explore the writings of Martin Luther and other reformers of his time, the more I sense their frustration
with the church that had obscured the gold of the gospel with the dross of human tradition. The church of their time
needed members who conveyed the gospel message that God's redemptive grace is a gift received by faith, and
removed the human dross that God's redemptive grace must be earned though human effort. The people of their time
needed to hear the authentically good news that God in Christ loves us unconditionally, and has redeemed us, and will
restore the broken world in which we live. Martin Luther and his colleagues proclaimed this good news (which is not to
imply they did not bring dross of their own).
The church needs members now, as it did then, to proclaim the good news that God loves the world, Jesus Christ came
to save it, and the Holy Spirit is working to restore it. This is our calling at St. John's Lutheran Church. As we celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation this year, as we look back at our history and forward to our future, I invite
you to consider how we might, personally and communally, continue to fulfill our mission "To Know Christ and To Make
Christ Known." In what ways might we reach out to our friends and neighbors with the good news of Jesus Christ?
What might God be calling us to do in our community? How might you bring your time, talent, and treasure to God's
good work in this new year? I invite your questions and suggestions as we reflect on this together.
May we continue to be open to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in this world. May we continue to re-form as
God's beloved community. May we continue to faithfully share the good news of Jesus Christ. We have been given
gold, let us make sure it is gold we pass along.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Jen
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The prayer chain is confidential and the
prayer requests are sent via email.
Please join us! Contact Amy Peterson
(303) 918-0716, akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760)
343-2093, MIMIOO7@aol.com.
St. John's Prayer List is available in the narthex. Please
take one home with you. Thank you for praying for those
in need.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
We're delighted to welcome new members to St. John's! Our next new member orientation will take place on Sunday,
February 12 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm (after the 11 am Worship Service) in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch is included.
During the orientation, we'll explore what it means to be a Lutheran, what it means to be a member of St. John's, and
how you can participate in this vibrant faith community.
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John's, or if you have any questions about membership, please
contact Pastor Jen at the church office (760-345-2122) or through email (jennifershaw0204@gmail.com).

STEPHEN MINISTRY
St. John's Stephen Ministry class is up and running and doing well. The class is interactive and full of group learning with
thought-provoking discussions. Please continue to keep the class in your prayers.

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so that
you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming events.

ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

DEVOTION IN MOTION
All Hands on Deck! Our "Devotion in Motion" signing choir meets on Sundays after the 11 am Worship Service, 12:15 12:45 pm. in Fellowship Hall There is no kneeling involved, just hands. Please join us!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
If you would like to host a fellowship hour between Sunday services please contact the Sorensen's: Rick @
760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or email fijordsmen@yahoo.com. All your efforts are truly appreciated!

CELEBRATION SINGERS

Rehearse Thursdays at 4 pm in Fellowship Hall. Call Laura (760) 413-0823 for more information.

The work of St. John's Altar Guild ensures that Communion is prepared for each service. If you would you like
to be a part of this important ministry, please contact Diana Lang at Diana@lcdinc.net or 760-360-2479.
You may donate altar flowers to the Glory of God, in celebration of a special event, or in
memory of a loved one. Your check for $45.00, with "Altar flowers" on the memo, should be
made out to St. John's. To select your special date, contact Diana Lang at (760) 702-7745 or
Diana@lcdinc.net.

WORSHIP SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer. There are many opportunities for you to serve the Lord, including
serving as a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant. Call (760) 399-1982 or email rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com.

CARING MINISTRY
Do you know someone who is unable to come to church on a regular basis, and would benefit from having
Communion brought to them? Eucharistic Visitation Ministers bring Communion, conversation, and
fellowship to those who are home bound. Please contact Judy Burke (760-832-7370) or Pastor Jen to learn
more.
Do you know some who could use a ride to church? Caring Ministry team members are available to give rides to those
who do not have transportation to come to worship services. Please contact Diana Lang (760-360-2479 ) or Pastor Jen
to learn more.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION REVEALED
Pastor Jen is currently leading a Bible study on the book of Revelation. We're discussing Revelation in its
historical and social contexts, how it has been understood (or misunderstood) over the years, and how it
carries a message of hope for followers of Christ today. The study takes place on Thursdays at 10 am,
and is repeated on Thursdays at 7 pm. We meet in the Fellowship Hall. There are no materials to
purchase. All are welcome!

SATURDAY NIGHT LIGHT FAMILY EDUCATION
St. John's now has an evening of multi-generational educational opportunities, following the Saturday
Night Light worship service at 4:00 pm. The evening includes the following classes, offered from 4:45
pm to 5:30 pm
- Elementary - led by Debbie Bridges, Sally Jahries, Kathy Nelson, Nancy Turner (Room 105)
- Confirmation (Grades 6,7,8) - led by Pastor Jen (Room 101)
- Youth - led by Molly Farrin (Youth Room)
- Adult - a study in the book of Romans, led by Jerry Webster (Fellowship Hall)
Molly will continue leading Sunday morning Kid's Church during the 11 am service.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month. In addition to being an
organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to support St. John's programs, i.e. St John's
Scholarship Program. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs such as the annual
Musical Extravaganza and FIND and the Tour de Palm Springs. The next scheduled meeting will be on February 18th at
8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. For more information please contact Craig
Packer at 760-702-7577.

WOMEN’S GROUP - Martha Circle
Meets the first Wednesday of each month in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am, next meeting is March 1st.
After a short business meeting, Pastor Jen leads us in a Bible Study at 10:30. All women are welcome.

NEW WOMEN’S GROUP MEETING - Ruth Circle
The new group will be formed for working women on the 1st Saturday of each month (Ruth Circle). Julie Dale will lead
the Saturday morning group, where they will start off by studying "Women of the Bible" led by Pastor Jen. The first
meeting of Ruth Circle will be held in the Conference Room of the Ministry Center on Saturday, February 4, from 8 to
9:30 am. Come in your sweats, sans makeup or whatever is comfortable on a Saturday morning! We'll have a casual
coffee and Bible study as we fellowship with other working women of our church family. It promises to be fun,
enlightening and "just what the doctor ordered" to give working women a spiritual boost. All women are welcome!
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Space at St. John’s
Consider our facility for any gatherings. Spread
the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements * Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more information
760-360-8571 or mp@prolandscapeservices.net
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POINSETTIAS
Poinsettias beautified the Sanctuary this Christmas. The flowers were donated by Marilyn Brockman, Michele Claxton,
Diana and Larry Lang, Joan Laudig, Sammi Lee and Don Lingle, Linda and Paul Wainio and Anita and Myron Yurko.
Thank you!

Concordia College (ELCA) CHOIR from Moorhead, Minnesota will be in Concert
Hear one of the nation's finest college choirs perform Thursday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church. Available online at dfom.org or at the door if still available. For information call 760-346-2692x109. Rene
Clausen conducts the 72-voice a cappella choir in several spirituals and hymns plus a folk-inspired section titled How
Can I Keep From Singing? Visit www.TheConcordiaChoir.org today for complete concert information!

The Youth of St. John's kicked off the New Year with a month full of fun and service. On the
7th we celebrated the end of a fantastic Christmas season of service with a fun trip to the
"Get Air" trampoline park. We had young people from age 2 to 22, all enjoying this special
time together. On the 15th, the youth participated in one of their favorite January traditions,
playing "Where's Waldo" at the Westfield Mall. The kids did a great job solving clues and won
some great gift cards. On the 22nd the youth were out serving again, as they hosted bingo at
the Washington St. Apartments. The residents there love their bingo, and St. John's youth!
Thank you to the Jacobs for their help with this fun service project. We wrapped up the month with Bible study and a
trip to the movies to see "A Dog's Purpose." The youth are looking forward to another great year full of fun and service
in 2017!
Weekly Events:

Saturdays – Saturday Night Light Worship "SNL" followed by Bible study @ 4pm

Upcoming Events:

Saturday, February 4th – "Rock the Flock" practice after SNL
Sunday, February 5th – Super Bowl Party 2pm
Sunday, February 12th – Rock performs @ 9am & 11am
Saturday, February 18th – Laser Tag after SNL
Saturday, February 25th "Sin Boldly" Dinner after SNL

The Sunday school kids did and amazing job preparing and performing in the Christmas
Pageant. Now they are back to their weekly lessons which are offered on Saturdays after SNL
and Sundays during the 11am service. This month the Sunday school kids will also get to
enjoy a fun outing; a trip to the Date Festival on the 26th. Parents please R.S.V.P by February
19th!

January 29, 2017 Annual Meeting Results
48 Registered Voting members present.
Board members elected

YES - 46

NO - 0

ABSTAINED - 2

2017 Budget

YES - 45

NO - 0

ABSTAINED - 3

ELCA Constitutional changes YES - 46

NO - 0

ABSTAINED - 2

Enjoy a feast before your fast at our…
"SIN BOLDLY" Dinner
"Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong, but let your trust in Christ be stronger,
and rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the world."
– Martin Luther

On February 25th we will celebrate the coming of the Lenten season.
Enjoy a Marti Gras themed party with dancing, games, and a Cajun feast!
Join us for worship at 4pm, the party will follow. Be sure to wear Mardi Gras colors, and decorate a mask!
Prizes will be given for the best costume at each table and we will crown a Mardi Gras King & Queen!!

