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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
11:00 am - Praise Service
Sunday School

Saturday Worship

4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light Service

For more information, please see our calender of events on the last
page (or attached to your email).

Pastor Jen’s Message
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it." John 1:1-5
During one of my Theology classes at Fuller, the professor showed a film clip to explore different understandings of
who Jesus is. The film was "Talladega Nights," and the clip was Ricky Bobby (played by Will Ferrell) leading family grace.
Bobby begins, "Dear Lord baby Jesus," and continues to refer to Jesus as a baby throughout the unusual prayer. Finally,
his wife interrupts, "You know, sweetie, Jesus did grow up." To which Bobby replies, "I like the Christmas Jesus best and
I'm saying grace."
I like the Christmas Jesus, too. In the summer of 2011, I had the
opportunity to travel to the Holy Land. During that journey, our group
visited the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, which is traditionally
understood to mark the location where Jesus Christ was born. I recall being
especially moved by a small plaque affixed to a stone wall in the church's
courtyard. It read in block letters: "The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us." Inscribed below was the note: "When dark is the world today,
this child brings the world the light."
In reading those words, I was overwhelmed with gratitude that the God of
all creation loved us enough to become one of us in the person Jesus
Christ. The Gospel of John begins the story of Jesus with the affirmation
that Jesus is God our Creator and Redeemer, that Jesus reveals the light of God's grace, and that the light of Jesus is not
overcome by the darkness of our broken world. John goes on to declare that Jesus grew into a man who embodied the
redemptive reign of God. He lived a life of love and grace. He died on a cross to take our death. He rose again to give us
life. He is present with us now and forever. In other words, Jesus did grow up.
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas, may we remember that we live in the life and light of Jesus every day.
This is good news of great joy for all people. It is good news we are called to share during every season of our lives.
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Jen

PRAYER CHAIN

Mitch Phillips
Millie Taylor
Sherry Silver
Deborah Hulslander
Curt Starkweather
Chris Dale
Larry Lang
Christy Ansbro

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Deacon
Evangelism/Outreach
Music & Worship
Trustee

The prayer chain is confidential and the
prayer requests are sent via email.
Please join us!
Contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093,
MIMIOO7@aol.com.
St. John's Prayer List is available in the narthex. Please
take one home with you. Thank you for praying for those
in need.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
St. John's Stephen Ministry class is up and running and doing well. The class is interactive and full of group
learning with thought-provoking discussions. Please continue to keep the class in your prayers.
St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so that
you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming events.
ST. JOHN’S PHOTO DIRECTORY

If you had your picture taken for the directory, or are a member of St. John’s, you may pick up your directory at the
church office. Anyone else who would like a directory, contact Ann in the office. Thank you.
ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"
Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" Isaiah 6:8
DEVOTION IN MOTION

All Hands on Deck! Our "Devotion in Motion" signing choir will start meeting on Monday, December 5th in Fellowship
Hall at 4:30 pm until 5:00 pm. There is no kneeling involved, just hands. Please join us!
FELLOWSHIP HOUR
If you would like to host a fellowship hour between Sunday services please contact the Sorensen's:
Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or email fijordsmen@verizon.net. All your efforts are
truly appreciated!
ALTAR GUILD

Each week members of St. John's Altar Guild quietly go about their work, faithfully tending to the table of our Lord.
Their work ensures that Communion is prepared for each service. If you would you like to be a part of this important
ministry, please contact Diana Lang at Diana@lcdinc.net or 760-360-2479.
ALTAR FLOWERS

You may donate altar flowers to the Glory of God, in celebration of a special event, or in memory of a loved one. Your
check for $45.00, with "Altar flowers" on the memo, should be made out to St. John's. To select your special date,
contact Diana Lang at (760) 702-7745 or Diana@lcdinc.net. An annual sign-up sheet will be available soon.

CELEBRATION SINGERS
Rehearse Thursdays at 4 pm in Fellowship Hall. Call Laura (760) 413-0823 for more information.

WORSHIP SERVICE ASSISTANTS
Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer. There are many opportunities for you to serve the Lord,
including serving as a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant. Call (760) 399-1982 or email
rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com.

CARING MINISTRY
Do you know someone who is unable to come to church on a regular basis, and would benefit from
having Communion brought to them? Eucharistic Visitation Ministers bring Communion, conversation,
and fellowship to those who are home bound. Please contact Judy Burke (760-832-7370) or Pastor Jen to
learn more.
Do you know some who could use a ride to church? Caring Ministry team members are available to
give rides to those who do not have transportation to come to worship services. Please contact Diana
Lang (760-360-2479 ) or Pastor Jen to learn more.

CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
"Red Kettle Bell Ringers" are needed to help the Salvation Army raise money to help those in need in the Coachella
Valley. Our available dates are: Dec. 3, 10 and 17. We will need ringers for 2 hour slots (preferably 2 people) starting
at 9 am and ending at 5 pm on each day. Our group will be tentatively ringing at the Ralph's on Jefferson and 50th.
Chris Dale will coordinate our ringers and confirm scheduling. Questions, please call Chris 760-449-8174.
Salvation Army's Angel Tree Program. Please consider taking 1 or 2 tags to give a child a gift this Christmas. Have your
new, unwrapped gifts back at church by December 10th. If you are making a financial donation please make the check
out to “Salvation Army.” Questions, please call Chris at 760-449-8174.
The Narrow Door and community partners across the Coachella Valley are working together to provide a joyful
Christmas celebration to families in need in the Coachella Valley! While children play and meet Santa Claus, parents
choose two gifts per child. A family photographic portrait is taken, the gifts are wrapped and they are provided a
bountiful box of food with turkey, fresh produce and all the trimmings for a Christmas feast! Please donate any new,
unwrapped toys to this wonderful cause. Collection boxes are in the sanctuary next to the usher's stand.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION REVEALED
Meeting this month on December 8 & 22
Pastor Jen is currently leading a Bible study on the book of Revelation. We're discussing Revelation in
its historical and social contexts, how it has been understood (or misunderstood) over the years, and
how it carries a message of hope for followers of Christ today. The study takes place on Thursdays at
10 am, and is repeated on Thursdays at 7 pm. We meet in the Fellowship Hall. There are no materials
to purchase. All are welcome!

SATURDAY NIGHT LIGHT FAMILY EDUCATION
St. John's now has an evening of multi-generational educational opportunities, following the Saturday
Night Light worship service at 4:00 pm. The evening includes the following classes, offered from 4:45
pm to 5:30 pm
- Elementary - led by Debbie Bridges, Sally Jahries, Kathy Nelson, Nancy Turner (Room 105)
- Confirmation (Grades 6,7,8) - led by Pastor Jen (Room 101)
- Youth - led by Molly Farrin (Youth Room)
- Adult - a study in the book of Romans, led by Jerry Webster (Fellowship Hall)
Molly will continue leading Sunday morning Kid's Church during the 11 am service.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month.
In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to support
St. John's programs, i.e. St John's Scholarship Program. It also serves as a personnel resource from
among club members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND and the
Tour de Palm Springs.
The next scheduled meeting will be on December 17 at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for breakfast and
fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.
Mark your calenders: The 19th Annual Tour de Palm Springs charity bicycle event will take place Friday & Saturday,
January 20 & 21, 2017.
TOUR de PALM SPRINGS - There are 3 ways that you may participate:
1.) ride or walk in the tour. There are riding distances between 10 miles and 100 miles. You may register at the
following link https://www.eventbrite.com and enter tour-de-palmsprings. The walking distance is 1- 1/2 or 3 miles.
2.) Sponsor a rider or walker through pledge sheets.
3.) Buy raffle tickets from any Men's Club member. St John's receives 100 per cent of the monies raised. The money
raised is used toward the Youth Scholarship Fund. The St. John's code is TPSSJLC17 be sure to use it on any
registration to insure that you are identified as a St. John's participant. For information please contact Duke Frey at
duke06@dc.rr.com or 760-345-2902 or Myron Yurko at t6w@shaw.ca or 760-772-8310.

The Ladies of St. John's will hold their annual bake sale on December 11, between services
and after the 11 am service. They are asking the congregation's help in donating baked goods
for sale, such as cookies, cakes, rolls, or other home-made goods. Please bring all donated
items to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday morning before the 9 a.m. service, or between
services. All items must be wrapped in plastic wrap or in containers you don't wish to have
returned, with a note on top regarding the contents. Shopping for baked goods will be done
between the 9 and 11 am services, and after the 11 a.m. service. Come and enjoy!
The Ladies of St. John's meet the first Wednesday of each month in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. After a short business
meeting, Pastor Jen will lead us in a Bible Study at 10:30, followed by a pot-luck lunch All women are welcome.

From all of us
at St. John’s.

EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH
Hello to all. With the Advent Season upon us, the Evangelism and Outreach committee here at St. John’s will have
multiple opportunities to help those less fortunate. As in years past, St John’s will be participating in the Salvation
Army Red Kettle Campaign (Bell Ringers) We will have the responsibility to ring 4 Saturdays during the season. The
available dates are; December 3, 10 and 17. The goal is to provide teams of 2 ringers for each of the 4 two hour
sessions (total of 8 ringers per Saturday). Our location this year will be the Ralph's on Jefferson and 50th in Indio.
Please look for the sign up sheet in the Narthex. If you have any questions regarding this event, please email or call
Chris Dale as he will be coordinating with the Salvation Army. Chris can be reached at caflyfisher1@gmail.com or by cell
at 760-449-8174
Another opportunity for us to help is the Salvation Army Angel Tree Campaign. Again, as in years past we will be
working with the Salvation Army to provide a gift for a child. The gift needs to be brand new and unwrapped. Please
have the gifts at the church by December 10, so they can be taken to the Salvation Army for distribution. If you are
making a financial donation the check needs to be please make it out to
The Angel Tree is in the back of the church. Again, any questions please contact Chris Dale.
Our Next opportunity to help the community will be working with "The Narrow Door" and community partners across
the Coachella Valley. They are working together to provide a joyful Christmas celebration to families in need in the
Coachella Valley! While children play and meet Santa Claus, parents choose two gifts per child. A family photographic
portrait is taken, the gifts are wrapped and they are provided a bountiful box of food with turkey, fresh produce and all
the trimmings for a Christmas feast! Please donate any new, unwrapped toys to this wonderful cause. Collection boxes
are in the sanctuary next to the usher's stand.
In other Evangelism and Outreach news, our St. John's Web page went live on October 30. This is a new webpage with
a new look and a new address. The address is stjohnslutheran.church. Please take a look at the new webpage. It is full
of information, opportunities and event news as well as photos, video and audio links including Pastors’ recent
sermons and the associated Gospel reading. The webmaster would really like your feedback with regards to content, as
well as any church event pictures you would like to share. Please send your emails to st.johns@verizon.net.
In the spirit of Our Saviors Birth,
Chris Dale
Evangelism/Outreach Committee Chair

Many thanks to St. John's Maria Hunt!
Maria donated her time, talent and materials and created a "Funraiser" to benefit our
Multi-Purpose Lot. On November 5th, 18 ladies gathered for a morning of fellowship
as we learned, laughed and tried our hand at Maria's original idea of creating
something new out of pages from an old encyclopedia.

We enjoyed a delicious brunch, furnished by several St. John's ladies, of
quiche, fruit and Sandra Genovese's special "sticky" buns. Pastor Jen made
the coffee!
The "Funraiser" raised $605 for the lot! Maria invested many hours in this
project. We hope that she will share this project with us again!

The Youth of St. John's were busy in the month of November serving their church and community. On November 4th
and 5th the youth went without food for 30 hours to raise awareness and funds for world hunger. Thanks to our
amazing congregation, they raised over $850 for World Vision. Way to go St. John's! After their long fast, the kids still
managed to put on a fantastic performance with Rock the Flock. The song "Bread of Life" was the perfect message for
Famine Sunday. On the 13th they traveled to Palm Springs and had a great time at Escape Room. The kids worked in
teams to solve puzzles in order to escape a cool Titanic themed room before the ship sank! It was a great team building
experience and fun for all.
On the 18th through the 20th our middle school youth were in Anaheim for the ELCA Middle School Gathering. They
joined 300 other middle school youth from nearby churches for a weekend of speakers, workshops and worship;
learning how to use their faith to be fearless. They even got to spend a day at Disneyland!
The youth wrapped up the month of November with some Thanksgiving outreach. They helped with FIND distribution
on the 22nd, and hosted a pancake breakfast and food distribution at the Washington St. Apartments on the 23rd.
Thank you to Charles Riggs and the Palm to Pines Rotary for donating food for the event. The kids finished off
Thanksgiving week with their annual "Turkey Bowl" football game on the 25th. This year they joined up with the youth
of Hope Lutheran for a great game and fellowship.
Upcoming Events:

Saturday, December 3 – Festival of Lights Parade after SNL
Friday, December 9 – "A Christmas Carol" @ Riley's Farm 5:30pm
Sunday, December 11 – Rock the Flock rehearsal 9:30am / Roll the Soul Rehearsal 10:30am
Thursday, December 15 – Christmas Dinner & Choir concert @ Washington St. Apts 6:30pm
Saturday, December 17 – Christmas Pageant 4pm
Sunday, December 18 – Christmas Pageant 9am & 11am
Tuesday, December 20 – C.V. Christmas Store 4:30pm
Saturday, December 24 – Youth and Family Service 4pm (Rock Performs)
Sunday, January 1 – Pageant Cast party @ "Get Air" 1pm

"A Blessing in Bethlehem"
Sunday school – All the kids have been working hard each Sunday
preparing for their upcoming Christmas Pageant. Please join us on
Saturday, December 17th at 4 pm or Sunday, December 18th and 9am &
11am as we present... “A Blessing in Bethlehem”.

This year's show will feature performances from Rock the Flock and Roll
the Soul, youth choir, featured vocalists, and all of your favorite little
angels, shepherds, and wise men. Don't miss it!

FIND

4 Norma Jean Woods
Danette Davis
Nancy Frey
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
Riley Kaiser
8 Myron Yurko
Arlene Kukowski
12 Ned Millis
Debbie Barkley
Linda Dempster
Linda Wainio
14 CharlieAsh
16 Ruth Buckley
Dylon Capraro
18 Emily Hagar
19 Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
22 Sydney Anderson
23 Rachel Barela
Kaitlyn Hulslander
24 C.J. Frye
25 David Babcock
26 Ryleigh Pope
27 Barbara Stokke
Michael Mattis
Nancy Turner
Donna Olsen
28 Gail Mather

3
5
6
15
19
22
24
28

Vito & Sandra Genovese
Dick & Betty Landis
Bill & Joyce Richter
Diane & Dan McClary
Gerry & Harriet Johnson
Charlie & Beth Ash
Mark & Molly Farrin Sr
Jerry & Orpha Holm

1 Tissie Jacobs
2 Alexandra Lewke
Virginia Bridge
Larry Lang
3 Jane Fink
5 Lance Yackee
Patti Mathis
6 Bob Jacobs
8 John Barkley
Austin Stone
Len Farwell
10 Sammie LeeLingle
Curt Starkweather
11 Eileen MacFarlane
13 Nancy Ansbro
Jack Harris
15 Karen Travaglino
Megan Donnelly
16 Jim Wadleigh
17 Ardyce Hulbert
18 Barbara Wagner
19 Ann Zook
26 Lily Kohfield
27 Hailie Hollawell
29 Ethan D'Souza
Ben Pope
Karen Flahive
30 Diana Lang
Mitch Phillips
Bob Peper
Miriam Tadewaldt
Dauntee Trueblood
31 Jackie Jones

10 Cindy & John Hagar
14 Sally & Craig Jahries
27 Joan & Dave Smith

Please continue to bring non-perishable food
items and plastic grocery bags. Our next
distribution will be December 27 at 8:30 am.

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good
News” newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf file.
Please make sure we have your
email address.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at
www.adobe.com/downloads.

THANK YOU - to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John’s.

Space at St. John’s
Consider our facility for any gatherings. Spread
the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements * Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more
information 760-360-8571 or
mp@prolandscapeservices.net

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING UPDATE
The Nominating Committee was unanimously
approved 27 - 0.

December 24
4 pm - Family Christmas Eve
7 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve

