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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
10:10 To 10:45 am
Coffee Fellowship
Confirmation Class
11:00 am - Praise Service
Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship
4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light

Special Dates in May
4 9 am - Women’s Group - Fellowship Hall
5 Ascension of the Lord
National Day of Prayer
5-7 Synod Assembly
7 2 pm - Mother’s Day Special Event - Fellowship Hall
8 Mother’s Day
14 IGNITE Pentecost Event & Potluck -Fellowship Hall
15 Pentecost
18 1 pm - Women’s Group - Fellowship Hall
21 Armed Forces Day
8 am - Men’s Group - Fellowship Hall
22 Trinity Sunday
29 Worship at 10 am followed by a Memorial Day Bar-b-que - in
Fellowship Hall
30 Memorial Day

IGNITE
You are invited to our upcoming celebration of ministry here at St. John's - the Ignite Pentecost event
on Saturday, May 14, beginning after our 4:00 pm Saturday Night Light worship service.
Join us in this time of fellowship to hear ministry leaders share personal stories about the ministries
of our church community, learn more about the summer series Bible Study led by Pastor Jen, and celebrate
together as we move into our summer season. Dinner will be a potluck - please bring your favorite summer dish to
share. You can sign-up for the potluck with Sally Jahries at 760-835-7358 or sjahries@yahoo.com.
Please contact Pastor Jen at 760-345-2122 or jennifershaw0204@gmail.com if you have any questions. We look
forward to seeing you there!

MOTHER'S DAY EVENT AND DESSERT SOCIAL
Saturday, May 7 @ 2pm in Fellowship Hall. Come join us for a fun afternoon of bingo and delicious
desserts. While we will be celebrating Mother’s, all are welcome! After Bingo, all are invited to
attend our Saturday worship service.

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JEN: NEW BIBLE STUDY
"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
- the words of Jesus to the disciples in Acts 1:8
NEW BIBLE STUDY
I am excited to announce that we are launching a new Bible Study here at St. John's! This summer, I'll be leading a
study on the Book of Acts. We'll be discussing the work of the Spirit in the early church and how the first disciples
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, as well as explore the lives and work of disciples like Peter and Luke, Paul and
Barnabas, Priscilla and Aquila.
The study will take place on Mondays from 10:00 am to 11:00 am, and will be repeated on Saturdays at 4:45 pm
after the Saturday Night Light Service. We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall. There are no materials to purchase.
The first Acts bible study will take place on Monday, May 16 at 10:00 am; repeated on Saturday, May 20 at 4:45
pm. All are welcome! Please let me know if you have any questions. I can be reached through the church office or
at jennifershaw0204@gmail.com.
I look forward to engaging in this new study together!
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen
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The prayer chain is confidential and
the prayer requests are sent via email.
Please join us!
Contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093,
MIMIOO7@aol.com.

Dear Members of St. John's,
I’ve had the privilege of leading St. John's prayer chain for over seven years. It has been a real honor, but recently I
began to feel that it was time for someone else to fill the position. As soon as Amy Peterson heard the call, she
volunteered! Amy will now serve as the prayer chain lead, and will be supported by Joan Laudig and myself.
Cherine Radley, who has led the Altar Guild faithfully for many years, recently resigned from that position. As I
served as her interim, the call became stronger for me to become the permanent lead. As we know, nothing God
does is a coincidence but rather a "God incidence" and that as one door closes He opens another one. I am happy
that He has led me from one area of serving St. John's to another.
Blessings, Diana Lang
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MEMORIAL DAY BAR-B-QUE
Mark your calendars now for our annual St. John's Memorial Day bar-b-que. It will be held after the
one service at 10:00 on Sunday, May 29. Bring your appetite and your good singing voice as we
have fellowship, food, and songs together. Please contact Millie Taylor at iammillietaylor@gmail.com
or 760-296-3252 if you would like to help. Look for the sign-up insert in the Sunday bulletins.

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM
The first new activity Outreach and Evangelism is digging into is the updating of
our St John's church website. The goal will be to not only update the content
to current information, but to begin adding to this on a weekly/monthly basis
to reflect the current happenings in our church. The idea is to have a living and
breathing resource that our current members can use for information and sharing as well as an informative site for
those who are looking for a church home or just a place to worship on their way through our valley. This will be
another great Outreach tool for our Church to help get the message of the Gospel to all of our web page followers
as well as new friends in Christ.
There are so many things to consider in doing this so we want to have a good list of requirements built as we move
through this process. Our hope is to have something available by fall of this year to help us kick off our activities
for the later part of the year. Stay tuned for further information regarding this great new tool to help spread the
Gospel and to keep the church information flowing.
In closing, I would like to invite all who are interested in helping with this great committee, either with your time,
your talents or a monetary donation to the committee to support our new web page creation, to drop me a line.
We can always use volunteers as well as new ideas. On that note, if any of you have any suggestions, comments or
something you feel would be a great addition to our Website (including pictures) please send them to me via email
at caflyfisher1@gmail.com.
Chris Dale

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive
group of men who meet the 3rd
Saturday of each month. In addition to
being an organization for fellowship,
the club provides a financial avenue to
support St. John's programs. It also serves as a
personnel resource from among club members for
programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and
FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on May 21 at 8:00
am in the Fellowship Hall with a Program presented for
group participation/discussion. Please join us for
breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's
Men's Club is Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com /
760-345-2902.

The Ladies of St. John's Mission:
"Gathering and serving women to act
boldly in faith in Christ and make a
difference in the world." Our mission
to serve each other as well as people outside our
group.
On Wednesday, May 4, we will have our regular 9 a.m.
meeting, with a Bible study by Pastor Jen, and a
pot-luck lunch in Fellowship Hall. Wednesday, May
18, we will meet at 1 p.m. with a special guest
speaker.
Watch the Sunday bulletins for more details about
that meeting. All women of the church are welcome!
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The youth of St. John's spent the month of April serving and spending time with their church
friends. The kids worked so hard serving around Easter time that we decided to kick off the
month of April with a fun trip to Knott's Berry Farm! We enjoyed a full day of roller coasters
and delicious food. On the 3rd we were back for Saturday worship and also joined the
congregation for Pastor Jen's Installation dinner. On the 10th we headed across the street
to the Washington St. Apartments to host a bingo event. The residents there love their bingo and enjoy spending
time with the kids. On the 17th we enjoyed more Saturday worship and then headed out to movies to see “God is
Not Dead 2.” It was an awesome, emotional story of enduring faith. The next morning we were back in church with
a performance from Rock the Flock. "Baa, We're Lambs" was a really fun song, and a great way to emphasize
Christ's love for his sheep.
Weekly Events
Saturdays - "SNL" followed by youth Bible study @ 4pm
Sundays - Confirmation Classes @10am
Upcoming Special Events
Saturday, May 7th - Mother's Day Event in Fellowship Hall @ 2pm
Sunday, May 8th - Rock Performs @ 9 & 11
Friday, May 14th - Pentecost Dinner
Saturday, May 21st - Skyzone after SNL 4pm
Sunday, May 22nd - Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 29th - Memorial Day BBQ / Pool Party

The Sunday school kids are busy with their weekly lessons and are looking forward to some
upcoming special events. On June 5th we will celebrate the end of the season with a fun
afternoon of bowling at Palm Springs Lanes. In June, several of our Sunday school kids will
be transitioning into youth group. We will mark that occasion with a Milestone Ministries
presentation at our Youth Sunday on June 12th. Also, don't forget to mark your calendars
for Vacation Bible School which will run July 18th - 22nd.
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @
760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455
or email fijordsmen@verizon.net to
host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly
appreciated!

St. John's is on Facebook! Search
"St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm
Desert" and like our page so that
you can get updates on all our important news and
upcoming events.

SWAT (St John’s Worship & Art Team)
LUTHERAN NIGHT AT POWER
BASEBALL GAME

CALL TO SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet,
you are welcome to join us. Fun and fellowship
guaranteed! Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for
more information.
SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer, there are many
opportunities for you to serve the Lord. Call: (760)
399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

Come join fellow Lutherans And
Friends on June 11, 2016 at 5:30 pm
for a Hot Dog's and Hamburger's plus
all the fixen’s and see a fun filled baseball game for
only $10.00. Tickets go on sale May 15, 2016 after
services on the Patio.
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PRAYER BOOK FOR THE ARMED SERVICES - THANK YOU!
A huge "thank you" to everyone who has contributed to our drive to provide copies of the
Prayer Book for the Armed Services to ELCA Chaplains for distribution to those they serve.
To date, we have raised over $3,400! This is a truly wonderful outpouring of support for
those in our armed services.
We will be providing 30 Prayer Books to the Navy Chaplain in San Diego, which we will
deliver in June. We can also now provide many more Prayer Books to other military
chaplains as the need arises.
You can still join this effort, as we will continue to raise funds through May 22. If you would like to do so, please
place your contribution in the offering plate or deliver it to St. John's office. Checks should be written to St. John's
Lutheran Church with a memo note of for "Prayer Book for the Armed Services." Please also mark any cash
donations for "Prayer Book" so it will be properly accounted for this effort. This is a wonderful way to remember
our service members this Memorial Day.
If you would like to place an individual order for the Prayer Book you can do so at http://elcachaps.com/ . Click on
Prayer Books and then on Order Here to place your order through Augsburg Fortress Press. You may also call
Augsburg customer service to place an individual order at 1-800-328-4648.

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM
In “What Did He Die For?” Twila Paris reminds us why we observe Memorial Day — and why
we worship Jesus as our Savior. The first verse tells of a 21-year-old soldier fighting for
America’s freedom during World War II. The second verse recalls another young man, many
centuries prior, sent by his Father to win eternal freedom from sin for the entire world.
The chorus offers this challenge:
“What did he die for when he died for you and me,
Made the sacrifice so that we could all be free?
I believe we will answer each to heaven
For the way we spend a priceless liberty.
Look inside and ask the question, What did he die for?”
Memorial Day challenges us to live so as to honor the sacrifices made by members of the military. We value our
freedom because of the heavy price people have paid for it. Likewise, every day we’re challenged to live so as to
honor Jesus’ supreme sacrifice. He calls us to spend our “priceless liberty” using our blessings to bless others.
Published in: Newsletternewsletter.com
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4 Paul Stucki
Robin Young
Christopher Alacano
5 Wade Adams
6 Bram van der Meij
Irma Mouland
Andrew Gatch
7 Ruth Cumber
Connor O'Brien
8 Leonard Smart
10 Dick Ogle
Sarah Archer
12 Rosann Musmecci
15 Anne van der Meij
16 Jerry Buckley
KC Wilson
18 Tanner Stave
Payton Erdahl
21 Judy Burke
Cherine Radley
22 Richard Sorensen
23 Melton Bockman
26 Bella Rose D'Alessio
28 Linda Wolf
Li Hua Eddy
Michael Sindoni
29 Chris Dale
Abigail Kohfield
30 Sarah Melkonian

4 Jo & Phil Larson
7 Judy & Mitch Phillips
Norma & AJ Fishkind
11 Anita & Myron Yurko
15 Julie & David Babcock
18 Marylynn & Jim Kintner
25 Diana & Larry Lang
29 Sara & Frank van Patten

9 Paul & Betty Stucki
Ken & Jackie Severa
12 Deborah & Garlan Hulslander
14 Richard & Toni Laker
Rick & Karen Sorensen
15 Jerry & Ruth Buckley
16 Mark & Gabriela Mouland
17 Richard & Pat Ogle
18 John & Betty van Keulen
19 Mindy & Don Davis
26 Charles & Carol Riggs
29 Marilyn & Don Brockman

9 Betty & Paul Stucki
Jackie & Ken Severa
12 Deborah &Garlan Hulslander
14 Toni & Dick Laker
Karen & Rick Sorensen
15 Ruth & Jerry Buckley
16 Gabriela & Mark Mouland
17 Pat & Dick Ogle
18 Betty & John van Keulen
19 Mindy & Don Davis
26 Carol & Charles Riggs
29 Marilyn & Don Brockman

Consider our facility for any
possible gatherings. Spread the
word within the community.
Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements *
Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for
more information. 760-360-8571
or mp@prolandscapeservices.net
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Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News” newspaper
is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable
document file). Please make
sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John’s.

FIND - Please continue to bring bags, egg
cartons (12 count), non perishable food
items, etc. Next distribution will be April
26 at 8:30 am.

Welcome to our newly baptized members!

Addisyn Leigh Bonacci
child of Domenic and Stacey Bonacci, was
baptized at our Saturday Night Service on
January 15.
Bella and Henry Rickert
children of Anissa Rubio and Ryan Rickert,
were baptized at our Saturday Night
Service on April 16.

