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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
10:10 To 10:45 am
Coffee Fellowship
11:00 am - Praise Service
Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship
4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light

Special Dates in June
1
6
9
11
12
14
18
19
20
21

10 am - Women’s Group / Fellowship Hall
4 pm - Caring Team Meeting
5 pm - Mutual Ministry Meeting / Conference Room
5:30 pm - Lutheran Night at Power Baseball Game
Youth Sunday
Flag Day
5 pm - LIFT Meeting / Conference Room
Father’s Day Event / Time TBA
Father’s Day
First day of Summer
5:30 pm Council Meeting / Conference Room

STEPHEN MINISTERS
In the book of Acts, chapter 6, Stephen was chosen to provide caring ministry to those in need. Since the time of
the Apostles, caring ministry has been considered a hallmark of the Christian faith community.
Stephen Ministers are lay people trained by their Stephen Leader to provide one-to-one Christ-centered care to
hurting members of the congregation. These leaders are people with a compassionate heart who have been
equipped with the skills to listen, encourage, and offer support when someone is in need. Stephen Ministers
provide high-quality, personal care to individuals facing a variety of crises or life challenges – grief, divorce, cancer,
financial difficulties, illness, loneliness, disabilities, or other life struggles. St. John's is beginning a Stephen Ministry
training in September. We will be offering training to individuals who are interested in becoming Christian caregivers. The training will meet weekly for six months. Please contact Pastor Jen or Millie Taylor if you are
interested in learning more.

FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC - Mark your calendars now for this St. John's
event. Please join us for a Fourth of July Picnic on Saturday, July 2 at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. After our
"Saturday Night Light" service, we will be having dinner and some fun! Come, join us! We will be providing the
main course and beverages. You are asked to bring: *A vegetable or salad if your last name begins with A - M
*A desert if your last name begins with N - Z

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JEN: OUR MISSION
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
John 20:21
As I move into my sixth month here at St. John's (!), I continue to be incredibly grateful to be
part of this grace-filled faith community. I've experience great joy in getting to know our
members, participating in our ministries, and in my many 'firsts' as an Ordained Minister. I feel the presence and
the power of the Spirit working among us and through us.
Over these past few months, I've been reflecting on our mission and ministry here at St. John's. I've experienced
the many meaningful ways in which we are living out our mission statement, "To Know Christ and To Make Christ
Known." Our worship services and Christian Education opportunities - including our new Bible study in the Book of
Acts. Our caring ministries -reaching out to and providing for people in need. Our FIND food distribution, donated
Armed Forces Prayers Books, and youth scholarship programs. Our ministry teams. Our gracious volunteers. Our
support of one another.
In the months ahead, I look forward to the ways in which we will develop and grow in our ministry. In what ways
might we reach out to our friends and neighbors with the good news of Jesus Christ? What might God be calling us
to do in our community? How do we continue to live out our mission statement "To Know Christ and To Make
Christ Known"?
As we reflect on these questions together, I invite your questions and suggestions on St. John's mission and
ministry. I ask for your prayers for the life and witness of this faith community. And I encourage you in your
participation in ministry here in St. John's. As followers of Christ, we are all called and gifted to do God's good work
in this world.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen

Mitch Phillips
Millie Taylor
Sherry Silver
Deborah Hulslander
Curt Starkweather
Chris Dale
Larry Lang
Christy Ansbro

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Deacon
Evangelism/Outreach
Music & Worship
Trustee

PRAYER CHAIN
The prayer chain is confidential and the prayer
requests are sent via email. Please join us!
Contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716
akpmax@aol.com
or
Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093
MIMIOO7@aol.com.
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Dear Members and Friends of St. John's,
As we settle into the long days of summer we have so much to be thankful for. Much if it has to do with the year
round commitments from all members who attend St. John's. Our winter visitors are not physically present but are
always close to our thoughts and prayers. I wish everyone safe and enjoyable travels this summer.
Activities and projects will continue during the summer months. The Pastor, Staff and Council and Committees
have a number of projects that will continue and be implemented this summer:












Our Annual Memorial BBQ
Adult Bible Study on the Book of Acts - Mondays at 10 am; Saturdays at 5 pm
Saturday Night Light services will continue and have shown promising growth
Vacation Bible School - July 18 - 22
FIND, with some new directions
Solar and Parking structure scheduled for completion this summer
Possible general use park in existing grass play area, proposed under a C.V.W.D. rebate
Advanced projection system upgrades in the Sanctuary
New and needed vastly improved web page
Photo Directory distribution
Continued monthly council meetings and other groups will be meeting throughout the summer months.

I'm sure I missed something, but this shows some the commitments we are making for the church and the
community. Summer has become a time to regroup but not lay down. I thank all the heads of the committees and
participants in their continued support in the summer months.
During the summer months, with decreased numbers in attendance, finances become tight as well. So, a special
note to our winter visitors: you are a large part of what makes St. John's a success. We ask for your continued
support on a yearly basis and, as always, we look forward to your return in the Autumn season.
I continue to appreciate working with you all as a part of the St. John's family. Please feel free to contact me at
anytime. My email address is mp@prlandscapeservices.net.
God Bless you ALL and God Bless St. John's.
Mitch Phillips
President

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT POWER BASEBALL
GAME
Come join fellow Lutherans and Friends
on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 5:30 pm
for a Hot Dog's and Hamburger's plus all the fixen’s and
see a fun filled baseball game for only $10.00. Tickets go
are on sale after services on the Patio.

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen
@ 760-989-0455 or email fijordsmen@verizon.net to
host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated!
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The Ladies of St. John's mission
statement: "Gathering and sending
women to act boldly in faith in Christ
and make difference in the world." The
first half of 2016 proved to be interesting and
ever-changing. Sometimes we had speakers and Bible
studies; sometimes we had projects.
Beginning the first Wednesday in June, the ladies will
hold once-a-month meetings in Fellowship Hall,
beginning at 10 a.m. We will have a time of sharing and
caring, and a Bible study by Pastor Jen. During the
summer months, we will not have pot-luck lunches, but
we'll go out to eat at a nearby restaurant after the
morning meeting.

We will go dark June, July, August. Our
next meeting will be Saturday,
September 17. For 2016 the Men's
Club has approved second year
scholarships ($500.00) for Megan
Donnelly and Matt Barber. We will also contribute
$4,000.00 toward the video/audio upgrade.

SWAT (St John’s Worship & Art Team)
CALL TO SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet, you
are welcome to join us. Fun and fellowship
guaranteed! Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for
more information.

All St. John's ladies are invited.

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran
Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so that you can
get updates on all our important news and upcoming
events.

On May 8 at the 9 am Worship Service we welcomed:
Deborah Chester / Veighann Pizzurro / Jean Pruett

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer, there are many
opportunities for you to serve the Lord. Call: (760)
399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

Welcome to our newly baptized member!
Jax Christopher Galvez who is the child of Lindsay &
Francisco Galvez was Baptized on the May 21.

Thank you to all of you who are directing your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to St. John’s.

FIND - Next distribution will be June 28
at 8:30 am.

Consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread
the word within the community.
* Weddings * Retirements
* Graduations * Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more information.
760-360-8571 or mp@prolandscapeservices.net
Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”
newspaper is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at
http://www.adobe.com/downloads
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The end of the school year is always very busy, but the Youth of St. John's are still faithfully
serving, exploring their faith, and having fun! We kicked off the month of May with a fun
youth group night and a Rock the Flock rehearsal on the 1st. We had devotion, ate pizza,
played games, and prepared for our Mother's Day performance. On the 7th, we hosted a
Mother's Day bingo and dessert social. It was a lovely afternoon of family, friends and
delicious desserts. We even won some great prizes! The next morning the kids were back in
church to perform at both services and hand out flowers to all the ladies in the congregation.
On the 14th we enjoyed the Ignite event with our families and heard about all the great
ministries at St. John's! On the 21st we enjoyed worship, Bible study, and then headed out to
Skyzone Trampoline Park. What a great night! The next morning was Confirmation Sunday and Jacob Melcher was
confirmed in his faith. Congratulations Jake! We wrapped up the month of May with the Memorial Day barbeque
followed by a pool party. Thanks to the Stone family for hosting! The kids are looking forward to the end of the
school year and some special year end summer activities.
Weekly Event - Saturdays - "SNL" followed by youth Bible study @ 4pm
Upcoming Special Events

Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Wednesday

June 5
June 11
June 12
June 18
June 29

Sunday School Outing 1pm
Palm Springs Power (after SNL)
Youth Sunday
Santa Monica Beach Trip / Pacific Park
Movie Night 5 to 7pm

Attention 5th graders! You are invited to join St. John's Youth Group!!!
We will be recognizing you during our Youth Sunday @ 11am on June 12. After that you are welcome to join us for
our annual summer kickoff to the Santa Monica Pier, and all the fun summer activities that follow.

The Sunday school kids are enjoying their weekly lessons and looking forward to some
summer activities. We will celebrate the end of the school year with a fun trip to Palm
Springs Lanes after church on June 5th. In addition, during our Youth Sunday on June 12th
we will be recognizing kids who will be transitioning into Youth Group. Vacation Bible School
is also set for July 18th - 22nd

Save the Date!!
St. John's VBS Day Camp
is July 18 - 22
9am to 3pm
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Philippians 3:7-14

1 Susan Schumacher
2 Bill Richter
MarianNelson
Lynn De Rosier
5 Dyann Upshaw
Brody Brown
6 Mary Louise Shields
7 Ellen Read
Meghan Davis
8 Karen Sorensen
Craig Packer
9 Gracie McIntire
10 Willow Shook
13 Doris Keniry
17 Jean Pruett
17 Carol Riggs
17 Troy Silver
19 Orpha Holm
21 Linda Fielder
21 Nolan Beier
23 Tyler Parsons
23 Farrah Brown
24 Cindy Millis
28 Andrew Sindoni
30 Austin & Avery Lopez

9 Betty & Paul Stucki
Jackie & Ken Severa
12 Deborah &Garlan Hulslander
14 Toni & Dick Laker
Karen & Rick Sorensen
15 Ruth & Jerry Buckley
16 Gabriela & Mark Mouland
17 Pat & Dick Ogle
18 Betty & John van Keulen
19 Mindy & Don Davis
26 Carol & Charles Riggs
29 Marilyn & Don Brockman

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11

12
13
17
18
22

23
25
28
29
31

Steve Sindoni
William Taylor
Avrianna Boyce
Bill Winters
Frank Van Patten
Kelly Trembley
Jacob Hernandez
Carmen Flanagan
Vito Genovese
Erin Feagle
Jay Feagle
Jerry Holm
Chase Johnson
Thelma Nelson
Jarod Farrin
Corinne Simpson
Sharon Merrill
Mark Farrin
Molly Farrin
James Bridges
Logan Jones
John van Keulen
Alex Dodge
Christian Khoury
Pat Carmer
Doug Nehls

We don’t have
any anniversaries
in July.
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But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss
for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have
lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of
faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power
of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Not that
I have already obtained all this, or have already
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and
sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

A prayer of Thomas Merton,
from Thoughts in Solitude
"My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact
that I think that I am following your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you
does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that
desire.
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the
right road though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem
to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will
never leave me to face my perils alone."

