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Worship Schedule

Special Dates in
African-American History Month

Sunday

9:00 AM Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 Coffee Fellowship
11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church

3
10
13
14
17
18
24

Boy Scout Sunday
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Ash Wednesday
Valentine’s Day
First Sunday in Lent
Presidents Day
Second Sunday in Lent

The

“Good News” Newspaper

Dear Friends,

Each week we'll focus on one question of Jesus:

Looking at the calendar to
what's coming, I found some
items for us. Tour de Palm
Springs is coming on
February 9th. Thanks to a number of you riding,
supporting, and just plain interested in helping our
church and the community of charity groups that
span up and down the valley. Our Confirmation
classes restart this month on February 10th at 10:00
am. It is a good time for our young people to ask
questions and grow in their understanding of what
our faith is about. We have teachers and back up
ready. Then, Lent begins on February 13th, with Ash
Wednesday at both noon and seven in the evening.
Seems kind of fast approaching. Yes, Easter is early
this year, March 31st .

Feb. 13th
Feb. 20th
Feb. 27th

I've found a nice guide from our church's "Book of
Faith" series called "Lenten Journey, Beyond
Question, " by Eric Burtness. It's divided into seven
weeks and presents some of the transformative
questions that Jesus asks to change people's lives and
deepen the discipleship of those following. It's
noted that Jesus only answers three of the direct
questions asked of him in the Gospels. He often
answers a question with a question of his to draw
people into deeper understanding. From the
introduction to this book, it states that Jesus asks
these kinds of questions - questions that reposition
us, challenge our images of God and our place in the
world, and present us with new and creative
possibilities for transformation. His questions probe
and realign to change our core convictions and
motivate new behaviors. It's not about simple
answers. It's about stretching and deepening the
journey. A journal is even suggested to get the most
out of the striving.

1. Read it as a school book reflecting what God is
teaching you.
2. Look at it as a song or praise book giving thanks
for the awareness God is bringing.
3. Share it as a penitential book confessing what
comes through reflection.
4. Turn the reflections into a short conversational
prayer.

Week One, What are you looking for?
Week Two, Where is your faith?
Week Three, Who do you say that I am?

I'm thinking we can start worship on Ash Wednesday,
12:00 noon and 7:00 pm. In the Wednesday to follow
we will study on the biblical texts for Sunday at noon,
kind of like a variation on the Sermon Dialogue we've
been doing Sundays. Wednesday evening Soup
Suppers begin at 6:15 pm and Holden Evening Prayer
and the Beyond Question theme at 7:00 pm, in the
week of the 20th. Luther helped his barber learn to
pray like he was in conversation. He suggested a
simple way of praying the scriptures, a hymn, a
catechism, or some devotional material by reading it
four ways.

Could be this would help any of us stay touch with our
Lord and have a healthy Lenten journey?
Blessings and Joy in the midst of your travels, Pr. C-
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Wil Vashaw
Charles Tadewaldt
Betty Jo Brickles
Nydia Louis
Gary Heer
Kirsten Smith
Bill Evans
Charles Riggs
Sara Van Patten
Jennifer Campbell
Beverly Ekvall
Marilyn Miller
Gary Lutes
Sally Jahries
Bronn Olson
Marshall Webb
Robert Ericksen
Carole Ericksen
Bob Holst
Don Lingle
Boyd Swent
Jo Larson
Mark Farrin
Lothar Vasholz
Jeri Alacano
Jessica Melcher
Marian Bockman
Debra Reichhold
Sarah Hagar
Hilda Andengaard
Milly Shogren
Laraine Friend
Michole Farrin
GregVan Natta
Jamee Brazelle
Kimberly Kolls
March 1- 10
Makenna Jones
Shirley Laffin
Dean Charley
Justin Johnson
Winifred Vincent
Deborah Hulslander

7
8
9
14
19
21

Carla & Robert Dixon
Marian & Melton Bockman
Miriam & Charles Tadewaldt
Debbie & John Barkley
Kelly & Tom Trembley
Marcia & Wil Vashaw

Please keep the
families and friends of
De Etta Magnus
and
David Espinoza
in your prayers as they grieve the deaths
of their family members.

March 1 - 10 Anniversaries
4 Laura & Lane Stave

PRAYER CHAIN
If you would like prayer for you or
someone else, please contact one of the
people listed below. This group stretches
far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask
the person’s permission to be placed on
the prayer chain.
Requests are confidential.
Call:

Silent Auction
and
Ice Cream Social
March 3, 2013 / 2:00 PM
Tickets Go on Sale Starting
February 17 after each Service
Cost $10.00 per person
Funds used for Scholarships

THOUGHT FOR LENT
God gave us life
that we might be
born into His eternity.
God gave us prayer
that we might know
the way in which
our souls should grow.
God gave us Christ
that we might see
invisible reality.
Jeanne Birrell

Diana Lang ~ 360-2479
Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Marji Vasholz ~ 221-6571

"Teach us to love"
O God, perfect us in love,
That we may conquer all selfishness and
hatred of others;
Fill our hearts with thy joy,
And shed abroad in them thy peace which
passeth understanding;
That so those murmurings and disputings
To which we are too prone may be
overcome.
Make us long-suffering and gentle,
And thus subdue our hastiness and angry
tempers,
And grant that we may bring forth the
blessed fruits of the Spirit,
To thy praise and glory, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
—Rev. Henry Alford (1810-1871)

Council President 2012 - Craig Jahries
Well, another year has come and gone, resolutions to make, resolutions to break. It is comforting to know that
God will not break his promise to us and is faithful in his walk with us. I do hope that we do our best to keep
those resolutions.
It was certainly an exciting year for St. John’s. Completion of the Ministry Center and a beautiful expanded
warming area. It never ceases to amaze me how good God is and how so often he uses St. John’s members,
friends and staff to be tools and ministers to share and spread his Glory.
Your financial generosity allowed us to pay for these projects with out going to the bank, and we did not have to
borrow from our line of credit for the first time in many years. I would be negligent if I didn't thank our staff for
doing such a great job at keeping our budget in line and in many cases under what was projected. The staff as
usual did a great job in the day to day goings on as well as the additional , how else can I say it, chaos, that came
along with our construction projects. THANKS, ANN.
We have a beautiful new facility now to be utilized and share our Mission Statement with our community and
one another-"To know Christ, and to make Christ known". We have the building, now we need one and all to be a
part of this new chapter at St. John’s and challenge ourselves to USE IT!
Bible studies, support groups, exercise classes, seminars, small group discussions, community out reach, mission
out reach, the list goes on and on. God has blessed us with the brick and mortar(wood and stucco), now its up to
us to fill those rooms with bodies and the Spirit. I look forward to the many opportunities that are ahead of us
here at St. John’s.
As with any passing year we have lost loved ones and friends as their time has come to finally go home and be
with the Lord. We cried at our loss and will certainly miss them, however we do rejoice and celebrate that they
are now in the Kingdom of Heaven and await for us to be reunited for eternity. As the cycle continued we also
made new friends, welcomed new arrivals, celebrated baptisms, saw God's healing hand at work and reached
out to the community and one another in so many ways.
Thanks to the Council for the job well done and support they gave to me as a first time president, and to all of
you St. John’s for continuing to be an example of what the Body of Believers is all about.
I look forward to another exciting year at St. John’s and with your blessings and support will once again do the
best I can as your president .
Blessings to all

At the January 27

Officers elected:

President Craig Jahries
Vice-President Mitch Phillips
Secretary Doug Nehls
Treasurer Christy Ansbro
Music & Worship Larry Lang

(1 yr)
(1 yr)
(1 yr)
(1 yr)
(2 yrs)

The Nominating Committee was approved.
The proposed budget for 2013 was approved.

Most of us don't experience the daily choices many of our recipients have to face. We aren't
aware of acute needs, because they're not brought up in causal conversations. Then there is the
fact, we may not want to know, because then we'd have to consider our own resources and ask
God for answers we may be hesitant to follow. Three different situations have occurred over the
last few months that were shared. Who knows how many went unspoken.
Two women had to make a choice. Both needed sanitary supplies. One had to make a choice
between those items and food for the family. The other, a diabetic, was using toilet paper, because she had to
use the money for an antibiotic. Another women, three months pregnant, stranded by her partner and
financially strapped, needed food.
Because our congregation supports FIND and its outreach, we were able to supply their needs and those of
their families. These people are St. John's Lutheran Church neighbors. They are doing their best to stay
independent. Everything we donate; bags, egg cartons, food, dollars, time and energy; goes a long way towards
making their lives a little easier. Thank you for your support.

DECEMBER

2011

2012

people served

473

592

people served

3348

4963

6497

people over 55

141

146

people over 55

1047

1602

1689

60

65

people ages 20-55

1274

1656

2415

children under 5

108

156

children under 5

287

608

749

children 5-19

164

225

children 5-19

740

1097

1644

families served

180

199

families served

1460

1964

2295

people ages 20-54

2010

2011

2012

FEEDING THE NEEDY
On Saturday February 23rd, St. John's will be hosting a dinner for the needy in our
community. The event will take place in Fellowship Hall. Please contact Carole Erickson
(760.777.6656) or Millie Taylor (760.296.3252) if you would like to help. We need
volunteers to either make a crock-pot main course or a dessert.
We are working with Jackie Kramer to invite the families who receive the FIND food here at St. John's. Our
outreach is to make them feel welcome to attend our services and to show them the Lord's kindness. We hope
to serve 100 people plus some of the "regulars" who help Jackie each week. We will need help with cooking and
serving and will be asking the congregation for help.

2013 PROJECT FOR THE LADIES GROUP
The St. John's ladies group has undertaken a project of making a
cookbook containing favorite recipes of members of St. John's. Anyone
who would like to participate is welcome to do so. Please e-mail or bring to the church office
your recipes, with your name included. (If you bring them to the church office, label the
envelope "RECIPES" and Ann will get them to the right place!) The cookbook will be published in November of
2013. Deadline for recipes is September of 2013, but reminders will be sent from time to time. Help us make this
a very special project for St. John's. If you wish to e-mail your recipes, the following addresses can be used:
brockie@verizon.net / bikoch@aol.com / ojholm@yahoo.com
The ladies group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month in Fellowship Hall, beginning at 9 a.m. and
ending at about noon with a potluck lunch. We have undertaken a new format of Bible study about the
upcoming Sunday's readings each time we meet, plus other philanthropic projects. Anyone wishing to interact
with other women of the church is welcome. Not only will you receive the gift of friendship, but a great
home-cooked lunch!
ASHES
On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, worshipers’ foreheads are often marked with ashes in the
sign of the cross. In Old Testament days, ashes were a sign of mourning and repentance. Today,
some worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving church, to symbolize being cleansed from sin
by Jesus’ death; others wear the ashes the rest of the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the world. The
speaking of Genesis 3:19 often accompanies the placement of ashes: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s also examine the journey of our
lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. What have you placed in your
bag? Are you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relationship
troubles? Have you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the
challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the road becomes difficult. So as you
prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf.
Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent

REFOCUS FOR LENT
Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.
Give up worry — trust God to provide.
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred — return good for evil.

Give up anger — be more patient.
Give up pettiness — become mature.
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.
Give up sin — turn to virtue.
Give up giving up — persevere.
Author unknown

REACH OUT TO OTHERS - (combining evangelism and mission opportunities)
We have two ways to focus. We can Reach out into the community with our spirit and
faith, sometimes in mission or service opportunities. We also can Reach in to people
shut-in focusing more with one on one visits. Several of our people are trained to bring
communion. We're also discovering that several others have Stephens Ministry training. If
you have some specialized training like this that you'd like to let us know about, we're looking at new ways to
utilize the skills and experience that people have here in the community of St. John's.
Several "think tanks" are working about us here in our ministry. One is the LIFT program, a visionary and
strategic planning group that was trained this fall to help our church "live into the future together." Often when
there is little or no longer range visioning, then little occurs beyond what just has to be routinely. LIFT also has a
community focus to it, linking up needs and leaders from outside our church. Another group Mutual Ministry, is
working between pastor and people to make sure that our present balance and collaborative opportunities are
fostered in a climate that is conducive to encourage ministry together.
We've begun studying our area demographics, the types of projects that other churches are doing, even ones like
ourselves. One recent opportunity we looked into was at the Washington Street Apartments across the street
from St. John's. Some of these residents are known to us already and may take part in FIND program. Our young
people have shared some of their puppetry, and we did gather some needed items for their community area.
We have discovered other needs and have begun some meetings with residents and management to hopefully
craft a plan that would be mutually beneficial and longer range.
A second project comes from the ELCA GOOD GIFTS catalogue. It's a way to help impoverished people through
the Adopt An Animal Project. For 20.00 dollars a duck can be purchased for a family farm. It's a natural
pesticide, eating the weeds and bugs that destroy crops. It also lays eggs to help feed the family. A similar
approach can be done with a pig, a goat, chicks, sheep, cow, and fish. It helps to fight hunger, provide some
income, and teaches others to care for the animals and to sustain themselves. John Barclay has some experience
with this kind of project. We have some information in the office. Maybe you have some interest or experience
that would help with this kind of experience. We'd like to present some more of these opportunities to the
congregation on a periodic basis.
If you have other ideas you'd like to share, please contact me at 760.285.3933, Lothar Vasholz

PRETZELS FOR LENT
The common pretzel was originally designed for use during Lent. Sometime during the Middle
Ages, when Lent was accompanied by strict bans on dairy products and meat, people
subsisted largely on breads, pastries, soups and vegetables. Bakers in Germany decided to
create a food that would even look religious — the pretzel.
The crossed arms of a pretzel represent a Christian in prayer. Place the palm of each hand on
the opposite shoulder, so that your forearms cross. That’s the shape of a pretzel.

The Youth of St. John's are getting back into the swing of things after a busy holiday season. They kicked off
2013 with a month full of fun and service. The month of January began with some service. The kids came out to
help with FIND distribution on the 2nd. Next was a fun lock-in on the 4th . The kids played games, did team
building exercises, and watched movies on the big screen. On the 13th, the kids went for a fun outing to
Westfield Shopping Town where they played "Where's Waldo." We finished out the month with our annual
Pancake Breakfast. The kids made lots of yummy pancakes and did a great job serving breakfast for the
congregation. Thanks to everyone who came out to support the kids!
February Events

Saturday, February 9th
Sunday, February 10th
Sunday, February 17th
Sunday, February 24th

- Tour de Palm Springs - 10 am
- Confirmation Classes begin 10 am
- Youth Group 5 to 7 pm
- Rock & Worship Road Show in Ontario

Our annual Youth Group Silent Auction will be held in conjunction with the Musical
Extravaganza on Sunday, March 3rd. Auction will open at 1PM and will close 30 minutes after
the end of the show. Come and bid on some great baskets and prize packages. All the
proceeds will help support youth programs and camperships to Lutheran Summer Camp!

The Sunday school kids are back at work on their weekly lessons. They are enjoying some fun games and crafts
and have even spent some extra time at the playground. Our next big kids event is Saturday, March 30th, so save
the date!

begins Sunday, February 10th, at 10 AM . Ministry Center, room 107
Please contact Craig Jahries (760-835-0445) or Molly Farrin (760-534-6624)
for more information.

