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Worship Schedule
Sunday

9:00 AM Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 Coffee Fellowship
11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
6 PM Family Christmas
8 PM Traditional Candlelight
10 PM Candlelight Jazz

Special Dates in December
2
9
16
21
23
24
25
31

First Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday of Advent
Third Sunday of Advent
First day of winter
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night

The

“Good News” Newspaper

Dear Friends,
It's a new church year. We
begin by turning to Luke for
our gospel story from
scripture. The season begins
with Advent, a time of preparation for Jesus' coming.
It's a season whose theme focuses on both his first
coming and his coming again. I heard Christmas carols
the other day, weeks before Thanksgiving. So others
want to help us prepare too. Basically, our season
prepares us to receive some of the promises that God
makes to be with us.

December 2, the first Sunday of Advent, looks at both
a righteous branch to come and the coming of our
Lord with all the saints. These are at least two of the
ways that our Lord comes. One needs to breathe
deeply to sing the songs of Advent and have the
breath of God with you through beginnings and
endings. It's a promise big enough to save.

December 9, the second Sunday of Advent, is our
Sunday school and Youth program. You'll enjoy their
spirit and their character enacting the story and
singing with us some songs of Christmas. They'll share
the promise that was so ordinary, it could be easily
missed.
December 16, the third Sunday of Advent, looks into
the forerunner John the Baptist announcing the
Messiah's coming. This is a promise that each of us is
invited into. Christmas is coming, and God models
giving and sharing, sending the Messiah to us.
December 23, the fourth Sunday of Advent, is a
promise that changes the world about us. Mary and
Elizabeth rejoice in the new life given them, in the
Lord's coming through their sons. John will be the
herald. Jesus will raise up the lowly.

December 24, Monday we have 3 wonderful
Christmas Eve' options:
6:00 pm Family Christmas Service
8:00 pm Traditional Candlelight Service
10:00pm Candlelight Jazz
There will be special music throughout the services
and communion at all three. 6:00 pm service will be
more youthful. 8:00 pm service will have the classic
melodies and a reflective mood. 10:00 pm will be
spirited in a very upbeat variety.
Christmas Day, we wish you all a very Merry
Christmas, and a wonderful time off for staff and
volunteers. Blessed joy and mirth from our Lord's life
and from all of us to you and yours!
December 30 is the Sunday after Christmas, a time to
reflect on the peace of Christ ruling within our hearts
as we move into 2013! Thank you all for helping us
to be our Lord's church, St. John's over the last year.
It's been an amazing time for us. God's blessings as
we continue to follow his light into the new seasons.

Joy Peace and Love, Pastor C-

Everyone’s generosity made it possible for St. John’s
to get through 2012 without using our line of credit
for general operating expenses or anything else.
THANK YOU LORD!!!!!
The “warming area” (kitchen) was paid for in CASH.
We will now begin to repay the interest free
congregational loans.

"Ten Simple Ways to Add Years,
Not Fears, to Your Life."
It's a way to minimize how much investment we make
in fear.
1. Shift your prayer life away from constant "Please,
God ..." I'd like this, that, and the other soon.
2. Find your own biblical mantra. From Paul's formula
for the peace that passes understanding in
Philippians 4, we read "Be anxious in nothing,
prayerful in everything, thankful in anything: Then
comes the peace.”
3. Find a way to "Go with God," in what you're doing.
"Go with God" before you eat, bowing your head.
"Go with God" as a volunteer, going to church,
running errands, being a neighbor, just being
yourself.
A study at Duke found that people over age 65
who attended religious services at least once a
week were less likely to have high blood levels of
interleukin-6, a protein associated with various
age-related diseases and disabilities.
Insurance studies also reveal that being in church
is one of the safest places that we can be in time
of accident or stress, since there is often readily
available help and communication. Sometimes it's
when people are home alone, they aren't able to
get attention as quickly.
4. Laugh a lot. The Latin root for humor means
"fluid," like water. What keeps us fluid and
flexible? The fluids of laughter and humor.
5. Find someone new to encourage. Sometimes you
can do this each week. The best health insurance
out there is our relationships. Thanksgiving is a
great time to share gratitude and lift others up.
6. Say "No" sometimes. Particularly if you don't have
the gifts needed or the interest or the time to give
and you're not willing to learn. Sometimes people
are near burn-out themselves and then oddly take
on more.

7. Do one "wild" thing a day. Going out of town
without a reservation. Or take a break and do
something silly. Like visiting gorillas on the
internet, admiring their paintings.
8. Meditate for 15 minutes every day. Could be a
devotional, a prayer time, a period of calm
gathering in. According to the American Institute
on Stress, 75-90 percent of all visits to
primary-care physicians are for stress related
complaints.
Lie back wherever you are, close your eyes, and
listen to music or to the sound of your breath.
9. Take off your shoes the first chance you get. Let
those toes loose from their cramped stylish cage.
That could be holy ground as Moses experienced.
One study reported in USA Today revealed that
those who habitually kick off their shoes under
the dining table or their desk, or their pew tend
to live three years longer than the average
American. Why? Bare feet are aware feet: aware
of the earth, aware of holiness, aware of life. It's
when their bound up too long that they begin to
stink. Souls bound up too long begin to stink too.
Let some fresh air in.
10. Be hospitable to the "strange" and the "stranger"
in your life. Break up your routine with something
unfamiliar. Try a different food, take a new route
to work, take on a different Bible book. Variety
can help.
One Christian made up the mantra:
Anxious: Nothing.
Prayerful: Everything.
Thankful: Anything...Peace.
Some like to recite the 23 Psalm.
Another is: I can do all things in Christ who
strengthens me.
"Fear not, for I am with you" is a classic that is
stated in various forms throughout the Bible.

January Birthdays 1 - 10

2 Lisa Caronna
3 Lu Clubb
Fred Kressierer
Jan Querciagrossa
4 Norma Jean Woods
Nancy Frey
Danette Davis
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
8 Arlene Kukowski
12 Ned Millis
Linda Wainio
Linda Dempster
Debbie Barkley
Laura Barrows
14 Charlie Ash
15 Phyllis Doughty
16 Ruth Buckley
Dylon Capraro
18 Debbie Stanley
Emily Hagar
19 Sherri Forbes
Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
21 Noah Burkett
22 Sydney Anderson
Eden Carroll
23 Kaitlyn Hulslander
Rachel Barela
27 Donna Olsen
Barbara Stokke
Nancy Turner
Louis Blank

2 Larry Lang
Alexandra Lewke
Virginia Bridge
5 Patti Mathis
Lance Yackee
8 Pat Riensche
John Barkley
10 Curt Starkweather
Sammie Lee Lingle

3
5
6
15
19
20
22
24
26
28

Sandra & Vito Genovese
Betty& Dick Landis
Joyce & Bill Richter
Diane & Dan McClary
Harriet & Gerry Johnson
Hilda & Jerry Andengaard
Beth & Charlie Ash
Molly & Mark Farrin
Marji & Lothar Vasholz
Kay & Dick Mathison
Orpha & Jerry Holm

January 1 - 20 Anniversaries
4 Nancee & Will Marek
10 Cindy & John Hagar

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is
delivered via email in
the form of a pdf file
(portable document
file). Please make
sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com

FIND at St. John's has seen a
number of changes though
out the years and our
members have always been
supportive by way of
donations ( food, money and
time).
The future will be a challenge, but we have
the assurance that we are not alone.
Hebrews 6:10 reads, "For God is not unjust
so as to forget your work and the love which
you have shown toward His name,
in having ministered and in still ministering
to the saints." It's an privilege to be an
instrument in God's plan, learning to rely on
Him to provide our needs, and rejoicing in
the "thanks" from others that He makes
possible.
November

2011

2012

# of people served

422

592

# of people over 55

134

147

# of people ages 20-54

145

222

# of children under 5

54

67

# of children 5-19

89

156

147

200

# of families served

If you would like prayer for you or
someone else, please contact one
of the people listed below. This
group stretches far and wide via email.
Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be
placed on the prayer chain. Requests are
confidential.
Call (760):
Diana Lang 360-2479 / Joan Laudig 343-2093 or
Marji Vasholz 221-6571

ADULT FORUM Nov 4.
considered ideas for Forum
programs. Suggestions are
solicited.
Nov 25--Reviewed Church Council meeting. We
anticipate program introduction in January
COFFEE HOSTS Excellent response--all Sundays
committed for until January. We anticipate Karen
and Rick will be back in charge then.
ANGEL TREE
Plans to establish the first part of December.
Choose a tag from the tree. Keep the top
part of the tag; the bottom part of the
tag is attached to the gift(s). Purchase
items on wish list (You don't have to buy
everything or the exact items on the tag.
The suggested items will give you some
idea of what the child wishes for Christmas.)Perhaps
you can share a gift project with a friend. Return the
items to St. John's.
No time to shop? You may donate money to:
"The Salvation Army-Christmas Angel Giving Tree
Program".
OUR NEIGHBORS at the Washington Street
Apartments thank us for they many items donated!
A new manager will be consulted about their needs.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - Please remember to keep
your choices simple. All your efforts are truly
appreciated; however, this is not a brunch. Please
contact Lothar Vasholz at 760-285-3933 to host a
Sunday.
Fellowship Hosts:
12/02
12/09
12/16
12/23
12/30

Diana & Larry Lang
Phyllis & Bill Evans
Sandra & Vito Genovese
Youth / Vasholz
Debbie & Ben Bridges

The ladies will meet on December
12th in Fellowship Hall, from 9 a.m. to
noon. All women are welcome and
encouraged to come. Starting with
coffee and a caring hour, we do
projects, ending with a luncheon at
about 11:30 a.m. Give us a try!
We wish to thank the congregation for supporting our
annual Bake & Craft Sale on November 11th . Because of
your generosity we earned approximately $1,000.00.
We decided at the Ladies Group Meeting on November
28th that we would donate all the proceeds to the Building
Loan Repayment Fund at St. John’s.
Again, we thank everyone who supported us in our
fund-raising event. Your generosity helps our church
flourish.

Members and friends - Directory
update forms are available in the
narthex. You may return it with your
attendance slip, offering, hand it to an
usher, or email it to the church at
st.johns@verizon.net. . Directories will be by
request. Members are automatically listed. Our
winter residents need to request to be in the
directory. Only those agreeing to be listed in the
directory will have access to one. Directories are for
church use only. We do not share or sell your
information. Please take a moment and fill out the
directory update sheet. They will be ready by
Christmas.

As this incredible year, 2012 comes to a
close we ask that, if possible, your final
contributions for 2012 be made at one of
the worship services on Christmas Eve or
at Sunday worship on the 30th . There
will not be a service on Christmas Day.
If that is not a possibility please remember if you mail in
your contribution it MUST be postmarked no later that
December 31st to be included in your 2012 giving. God
bless and have a wonderful and safe Christmas and New
Year’s.

The youth of St. John's have been
busy serving and are looking
forward to the holidays. We
started off the month with a
performance from Rock the Flock
on the 4th. The kids did an
amazing job of bringing their
message of "God's Love" to the
congregation. Veterans’ Day was
on the 11th, and after the service
the youth went down to Palm Springs to watch the
Veterans’ Day Parade. They enjoyed marching bands
and fireworks, and took the time to thank some of
our nation's heroes. On the 16th, the kids
participated in 30-Hour Famine. As part of their
30-Hour fast, the kids spent the night at the church
and did exercises, games and Bible studies all of
which gave them a better understanding of what it is
like to deal with poverty and hunger. The 18th was
"Famine Sunday" and with the help of the
congregation, the kids were able to raise $900 for
World Vision. Thank you to all of those who donated
to this important cause. On the 23rd, the kids got
together for a football game and picnic. It was a
great way to kick off an awesome Thanksgiving
weekend, and finish out a great month of ministry.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Dec. 1 Saturday
3 pm - Rock Rehearsal
4 pm - Festival of Lights Parade
Dec. 8 - Saturday 1pm - Dress Rehearsal
Dec. 9 - Sunday 9 & 11am - Christmas Pageant
Dec. 14 - Friday 6pm - Living Nativity
Dec. 16 - Sunday - Knott's - Toys for Tots
Dec. 23 - Sunday - 10am Fellowship /Caroling
Dec. 24 - Monday - 6pm Christmas Eve Family Service
Dec. 27 - Thursday - December 27th - P. S. Tram
(pending snow)
C.V. Christmas Store - TBA

Please join the Youth of
St. John's
on Sunday,
December 23rd
for a special Fellowship
Hour.
The kids will sing
Christmas Carols
while you enjoy hot chocolate and homemade
treats!
(Don't worry. We will have coffee as well.)

The Sunday school kids have been
busy rehearsing for their
Christmas Pageant. Please join us
on December 9th at 9 & 11am as
we present "The Story of
Christmas." Hey kids! As a reward
for all of your hard work, we will
be going to see "Rise of the
Guardians" on December 15th. Our regular lessons
will continue on the 16th.

Merry Christmas

HOPE IS BORN
A little child, a shining star,
a stable rude, the door ajar.
Yet in that place so crude, forlorn,
The Hope of all the world was born.
—Author unknown
newsletternewsletter.com

