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"A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO YOU FROM PASTOR DICK"
A GOOD TEST TO TELL THE SIZE OF YOUR GOD.
It shocked me when I first read this. Now I believe it is true! "You can tell the size of your
God by looking at your worry list. The longer the list, the smaller your God".
Let me begin with a confession, "I'm learning a new way to live!"….but I've still got a long
way to go!"……The way I've lived most of my life, has brought too much anxiety, worry, and extra baggage. I
thank God, for his patience in teaching me how to let go and let God.
In these past months that I've been your interim pastor, you've heard me share from the pulpit many times, "the
grief journey" I've been on the past year and a half since my soul-mate Kay completed her earthly journey. I am
learning lessons, I never learned in school; lessons I've known only in theory, but never from personal
experience. God is a great teacher if we slow down enough to listen and learn. Perhaps the most important
lesson I'm learning is to "live in the moment". Much of my life and ministry has been filled with the anxiety of
"yesterday" and "tomorrow". After Kay's death, Hospice kept in touch with me. In those first months when I felt
like "half a person"; when I felt that since my mission in life as Kay's care-giver was over, I now had nothing more
to give, or to live for. It was in that time of my life that I received a letter from Hospice, that literally changed my
life. It helped me get a new focus on how to get through my grief. It was just three sentences:

"YESTERDAY IS BEHIND YOU, AND YOU CAN'T RETRIEVE IT FOR ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD! TOMORROW
HASN'T BEEN BORN YET! SO THE ONLY DAY YOU'VE GOT TO LIVE IS "TODAY".

I took that as a message of God for my life! I began making this my new vocation, "To learn how to live in the
moment". This all started last summer while I was in our home in Sunriver. I began taking daily walks (most of
them an hour long), where I worked on "re-training my mind", to see the beauty of God's creation all around me.
I began noticing and giving thanks to God for things I had hardly ever noticed, - beautiful flowers, and shrubs,
and trees, and the wildlife that abound in Sunriver. I began to see "the divine image in all things!" Instead of
being anxious about my loss, and about my future, I began to fill my mind and my soul with a new way of seeing
reality, or as I've said in some of my sermons, "God has given me a new set of lenses". Over the past 5 months,
I've continued my daily walks, but now with the summer heat, and my ministry at St. John's, my daily walks are
closer to 30 minutes.

So, exactly what are the benefits of "living in the moment". Let me list a few positives:
1) It releases us from much of the anxiety that robs us of life's joy.
2) It helps us get a good night's sleep.
3) It helps us "let go" of worry, that takes a toll on our health. The famous Dr. Charles Mayo, expresses the
price we pay for worry. "Worry affects circulation, the heart, the glands, and the whole nervous system. I have
never know anyone who died from overwork, but many who died from anxiety." No question about it. Doctors
tell us, Worry has a negative impact on our physical bodies. Worry saps our energy, breaks down resistance to
disease and wreaks havoc on our digestive organs and heart.
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I'm beginning to understand now, why Jesus told us in his Sermon on the Mount, "So I tell you, don't worry
about everyday life, whether you have enough food, drink and clothes. Doesn't life consist of more than food
and clothing. Look at the birds. They don't need to plant or harvest or put food in barns because your heavenly
father feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than they are. Can all your worries add a single moment
to your life? Of course not…..So don't worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today's
trouble is enough for today." (Matthew 6 25-26, 34) New Living Translation.
Now I know why Jesus so often said to his followers, "Shalom, Peace I give you….Do not be afraid!"
I don't mean to brag, because I know full well I have a long way to go. But after reading a couple of books on
how to "live in the now", I believe this will be my vocation for the rest of my life. I don't ever want to go back to
the way I've lived too much of my life. In fact, (let me be honest with you,) I don't think I could have, or would
have, said "yes" to the invitation to do my 3rd interim ministry at St. John's, without beginning to learn how to
"let go of the past, and my anxiety about the future", and just "live in the moment".
Oh yes, I still grieve. I still miss Kay, my soul-mate for 55 years. But now, I'm learning to move into a new space,
and with God's help I will continue to grow.
Your partner in ministry,
Pastor Dick
In our prayers this month:
September 6th:

Marian & Mel Bockman, Karen & Robert Boncosky, Connie & Bud Boston, Janie Brander, and
Virginia Bridge

September 13th:

Debbie & Ben Bridges, Marilyn & Don Brockman, Ruth & Jerry Buckley and Judy Burke

September 20th : Norma Campbell, Brenda & David Carlson, Arlene & Wayne Carlson and Pat Carmer
September 27th:

Faye & Harlan Childers, Michele Claxton, Dorothy Cleveland, Dianne & Robert Copland and
Samantha & Bob Corwin

PASTOR DICK'S SERMON THEMES AND SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAYS OF SEPTEMBER

September 6

Isaiah 35:4-7a "It's Time to Let Go and Let God"

September 13

Mark 8:27-38 "Is God Really in Control?"

September 20

Mark 9:30-37 "Jesus Welcomes Little Children"

September 27

Mark 9:38-50 "Filling the 'God-shaped' Blank"
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
MEMBERS

Dear Members of St. John's,
Over the hump, as summer winds down in the Desert many of us
will accept the welcoming to Autumn. Things have been busy
through the summer with Vacation Bible School. In addition the
youth traveled to Detroit for a youth gathering with thousands of
youth. FIND, with the wonderful assistance from Jackie Kramer and
her helping hands has operated all summer. We finally let Pastor
Mathison go on a well deserved vacation and guess what? We
survived and welcomed him back with wide open arms.

Mitch Phillips
President
Millie Taylor
Vice-President
Sherry Silver
Secretary
Christy Ansbro
Treasurer
Curt Starkweather
Deacon
Ruth Allen
Evangelism/Outreach
Larry Lang
Music & Worship
Ben Bridges
Trustee

Starting the 1st week in September St. John’s will restart the Saturday evening service. Please watch for times
and info related. LIFT committee will be re- starting in September; we are looking to add new faces with new
creative ideas for the future at St. John's and the community. In October we will be adding new members with a
scheduled gathering involving fellowship.

Call Update: This has been a busy summer for the committee. A number of
interviews took place we even had face to face meetings on two occasions.
The Synod has been helpful in guiding us thru the process. We have a
wonderful committee and a group that is totally dedicated to finding what is
best for St. John's. The bottom line is this is a tough process, finding the
proper fit for our church. Many aspects come into play. Have we been
frustrated? Probably at times, but this process is VERY MUCH in God's
hands. Patience will prevail, God and the Holy Spirit and the prayers from all
of you will lead us to the fit for St. John's. Please continue to pray for the
process, we continue to search.

Call Committee Members
Mitch Phillips - Chairman
Ben Bridges
Judy Burke
Sally Jahries
Diana Lang
Norma Jean Woods

As years move ahead for us, learning to slow down sometimes is forced on us but that is not always bad. Life
usually works at the pace God wants it to be. At a certain point we become like a well written novel. Learning to
avoid mistakes, avoid confrontation, enjoying the people you want to be around and listening and accepting
other people and their ideas, that can be tough. In a leadership position you are sometimes forced to make
decision that are not always pleasant or totally acceptable to you. In addition having good people around you as
a support tool helps. That is what I call utilizing the tools around you. St. John's has allowed me to have many of
the tools for my support and I thank all of you for that. God Bless St. John's the staff and all the support people
involved.
Mitch Phillips
Council President
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“The day the power of love overrules the love of power, the world will know peace.”
– Mahatma Gandhi
“Be prepared for God to direct you to something you do not like, and teach you to like it!”
– J.I. Packer
“Don’t find fault. Find a remedy.”
– Henry Ford
“God made you as you are in order to use you as he planned.”
– J.C. Macauley
TREASURER'S REPORT
We are almost through the summer months. Contributions this summer have been very low. We still need to
pay our bills, salaries and other operating expenses. We are hoping to get through the summer without going
into our line of credit.
On a different note, Pastor Dick, Ann, and I met with Joel Wudel from Mission Investment Fund. St. Johns has
had an account with them for several years. Through the Mission Investment Fund, members, congregations
and ministries of the ELCA purchase investments that earn interest at competitive rates. With these investments,
MIF makes loans to congregations and related ministries for building and renovation projects and land
purchases. What I was not aware of was that as an individual investment choices are available.
MIF4KIDZ INVESTMENT (special savings plan for children from birth to age 16) Ideal for special occasions
(baptism, birthdays, Christmas)
RETIREMENT SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
EDUCATION ACCOUNT (a tax free incentive to save for education expenses)
HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNT
If anyone is interested in getting more information you can contact either Ann or me for Joel's phone number.
He would be the contact for information on the investments.
God's Blessings, Christy Ansbro

The new directory is ready. Please let us know what Sunday you would like to pick one up, come by
the office Monday through Thursday, or we can email you a pdf copy. We are printing directories as
requested to minimize paper waste. Members are automatically in the directory, friends of St. John’s
must request to be in the directory. Please contact Ann in church office if you have any questions,
email Ann at st.johns@verizon.net or 760-345-2122

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or email fijordsmen@yahoo.com to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.
Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET
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The Women's Group meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
(you may come late or leave early if needed) in the Fellowship Hall. All women of St. John's are
invited. After we gather for coffee, we have a meeting or work on a project or listen to a
speaker. The Pastor provides a Bible study and then we eat our potluck lunch. Come, join us.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month.
In addition to being an organization for fellowship and study, the club provides a financial avenue
to support St. John's programs, i.e. the St. John's Scholarship Program. It also serves as a
personnel resource from among club members for programs such as the annual Musical
Extravaganza and FIND. The next scheduled meeting will be on Saturday September 19 at 7:30
AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club:
Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902 / cell 760-702-7328
SERVICE ASSISTANTS - If you are interested in serving the Lord and St. John's by being a Reader, Usher or
Communion Assistant, please let us know. It is a rewarding job and a great opportunity to meet the
congregation. Please call or email Curt Starkweather for the opportunity to serve. (760) 399-1982
rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com .

Watch for Celebration Singers info in your bulletin during the coming weeks. We will be
starting up in October and I am anxiously awaiting the opportunity to make spirit filled music
with many new (you know who you are!) and returning voices this season! If you are looking
for a fun way to serve God and you enjoy music, you belong in the group-why not give it a
try!?!
The newly named St. John’s Worship and Art Team, or, SWAT, has had a productive summer!
We have taken some time to get to know one another via a series of mini retreats; In May we
attended an Art Walk in Palm Desert Park led by one of the city's art docents and St Johns
member Maria Hunt, In June we attended a luncheon hosted by Maria and Dan McClary at
their home and Maria’s studio where we were inspired by some her incredible paintings, and
in July we met in the sanctuary to discuss our individual experiences in meeting God in
Worship. Each time we join there is a free flow of creative ideas, a growing spirit of enthusiasm, and a
broadening recognition of the many facets of the term "gifts of the spirit" each member brings to the group! We
have recently determined our purpose statement as this:
SWAT - A creative powerhouse whose purpose is to aid clergy and staff in developing ideas to enable the growth
and esthetic enrichment of worship
Our next meeting is scheduled for 4:00pmSeptember 1st when we will schedule and plan our activities for the fall
and winter (Advent) months. I am SO excited for the work this group can and will do for ST. Johns. If you want
to check us out-its NEVER to late to join-we are constantly welcoming new and gifted souls! Contact me:
L.Stave@icloud.com or my cell #760-413-0823
Peace and ZERO Humidity-wherever you are!
Laura Stave
Worship and Art Director
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1 Dick Landis
2 Anita Yurko
3 Betty Neiertz
David Evans
Donna Schlitt
Deborah Bridges
4 Phil Larson
Mark Mouland
Jaclyn VanNatta
Samantha VanNatta
8 JoLe Wilson
Jordan Melcher
9 Virginia Ahlmeyer
12 Emmarie Shannazarian
14 Caile Johnson
15 Michele Sindoni
16 Alice Hewitson
Tammy Lohf
Michael Miller
18 Mary Winters
22 Elaine Wadleigh
23 Michael Bartram
24 Ruth Bjerke
25 Scot Forbes
26 Cornelia VanLaar
Dylan Silver
27 Dick Mathison
Jude Moreno
28 Michele Claxton
30 Jim Upshaw

7
9
11
12
18
25

2 Bob Corwin
Paul Wainio
3 Carolyn Emmitt
Dorothy Zutz
Dave Shunick
4 Karla Hansen
5 Emmett Passow
Toni Laker
Craig Jahries
Trenton Schwanke
7 Jacob Hopping
8 Miah Montigney
9 Hayden Loutsenhizer
11 Betty Jo Carlson
Jo Lewke
Shauna Adams
12 Pat Ogle
Maria Hunt
Jim Kintner
13 Diane McClary
15 Marilyn Brockman
19 Julie Babcock
Natalia Chan
20 Damarion Walton
21 Lyndsay Moore
Halle VanNatta
23 Ruth Allen
Dilan Jahries
Hailey Ney
24 Judy Davis
Carl Lewke
Giselle Grilineau
28 Kyla Stave
29 Cole Johnson
30 Ann Rhein
Jamie Gatch

Steve & Michele Sindoni
Wade & Shauna Adams
Paul & Linda Wainio
Loren &Kat Liesemeyer
Bob & Janet Peper
Dan & Karen Flahive
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1 Carol & Greg Van Natta
3 Virginia& Ed Ahlmeyer
Samantha & Bob Corwin
4 Tissie & Bob Jacobs
17 Wendy & Jim Anderson
22 Carol & Boyd Swent
25 Pat & Dick Tucker
28 Nancy & Duke Frey

Our NEWSLETTER, “The
Good News”, newspaper is
delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable
document file). Please
make sure we have your
email. It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are
several ways for you to make your
contribution to St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms
are available for you in the narthex, or
you can go directly to our website and
schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued
support. If you need assistance please
call Ann in the church office.

The youth of St. John’s have had a busy summer and our looking forward to a new school
year and church season. The kids enjoyed many activities this summer including movie
nights, beach trips and even FIND distribution. The big highlights of the summer however
were Vacation Bible School and the ELCA National Gathering. Check out the rest of this
issue for highlights of these two awesome programs! As summer comes to an end the youth
are gearing up for more fun and service.
September Events:

Friday, September 4th – Laser Bowling & Lock-in 8pm
Sunday, September 13th – “God’s Work, Our Hands” project at Luther Glen
Sunday, September 20th – Youth Sunday / Rock the Flock
Friday, September 25th – 27th Camp Ronald McDonald Work Weekend

Attention Middle School Youth
Save the Date!!!!

30,000 Lutheran Youth come together to make a
difference!
In July the youth of St. John’s traveled to Detroit to the ELCA National Youth Gathering. It was a week filled with
worship, fellowship and most importantly, service! The theme was “Rise Up Together” and that is exactly what
this spirited group of young Lutheran did. The gathering had a major impact n the city and its residents. Thank
you to all who supported St. John’s Youth on this life changing trip!
1 Million Diapers to Needy Families
600 Neighborhoods Served
3200 Vacant Lots Cleared of Debris
1847 Mural Boards Painted
312 Vacant Homes Boarded Up
30 Urban Gardens Installed

99 Picnic Tables Built
26 Dumpsters Filled with Refuse
$402,000 Raise for ELCA Water Projects
433 Feet of Hair Donated
78.8 Gallons of Blood Donated
30 Million Dollars for Detroit Local Economy
And More!

We are already looking forward
to 2018!
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Sunday school continued throughout the summer although we were missing some of our
little angels. Vacation Bible school was held July 6th through 10th and was a great success.
This year’s VBS was a day camp, and with help from some awesome counselors from LRCC
we were able to provide over 30 hours of programming that week. The theme was “Go Fish”
and the kids had a great time enjoying Bible stories, games, music, crafts, snacks and
learning all about how Jesus called us to fish for people! Thank you to all of the wonderful
volunteers who helped to make the week a success:
Youth Leaders:

Matt Barber, Megan Donnelly, Jarod Farrin
Emily Hagar, Austin Stone, Jarod Farrin,
Dylan Silver, James Bridges, Katelyn Hulslander
Program Volunteers: Sally Jahries, Nydia Louis, Alice Zilinsky
Lunch Volunteers:
Jackie Kramer, Ruth Allen, Ben & Debbie Bridges,
Vito & Sandra Genevese,
Sharon Merrill, N.J. Woods
Meals:
Rene Cannon, Judy Phillips, Rick & Karen Sorensen,
ra Stave
Housing:
Myron & Anita Yurko

Lau

Join us in the Youth Room on September 6th at 10am as we kickoff a new school year and
church season. We will play games, eat yummy treats, learn a new puppet song and talk about
all the fun opportunities for the upcoming year.

MUTUAL MINISTRY
What is Mutual Ministry? Mutual Ministry is a small group that meets with the Pastor to:
Pray for the church. Study the Word together. Share and discuss any pertinent questions, comments and
suggestions provided by the congregation. The Council, Committees or appropriate Staff will then be notified of
the observations.
Who are the members of Mutual Ministry? The current Mutual Ministry is comprised of :
Pastor Dick
Craig Jahries

Maria Hunt
Diana Lang

Debbie Bridges
Myron Yurko

The term of service is 3 years. We are here to serve St. John's. If you have a question, comment or suggestion
please tap one of us on the shoulder, call or send us an email. All information is confidential.
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY and GLOBALLY: "God's Work. Our Hands." Service Sunday - IMPORTANT
DATE CHANGE!!!! PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR A NEW DATE: SEPTEMBER 2O, 2015
Because our original plans to pack non-perishable meals are not coming together we've made a change to our
service project and the date our congregation will gather together for a service project. The new date is Sunday,
September 20th. Our plan is to gather together for one worship service at 10 A.M. After that service we will
move to Fellowship Hall to pack gift "Grace-to-Go" bags for later distribution to homeless people. We'll, also, eat
a meal together.
Prior to that date there are a few simple steps you can take now to help our outreach ministry. Below is a list of
items we are gathering to include in the gift bags. Please take a look and, if possible, bring one or more of the
items to church prior to September 15th . There will be a collection box within the Church and one in Fellowship
Hall to place any item(s) you are able to contribute.
Following are the items we need help gathering. If you could bring just one of any or all of these items you
would be making a wonderful contribution. All items should be new and in their original packaging.
* Travel-sized toothbrush and toothpaste
* Travel-sized deodorant

* Pair of new socks
* Nail clippers
* Comb

* Disposable razor
* Bar of soap

Please plan to attend our 10 A.M. worship service on September 20, 2015, and then to join in packaging gift bags
and to join in our fellowship meal. It will be a happy, worship-filled experience as we unite our hands to do
God's Work.
For questions, suggestions or to help organize our project please contact Ruth Allen. Thank you!

Bible Reflections at The Palms - A MINISTRY UPDATE
A new Bible Reflections hour will begin weekly on September 3rd at 2 P. M. for residents of The Palms in La
Quinta. On that date we will begin a 12-week study of some of the Psalms. If you are interested in helping with
this ministry or a similar one please contact Ruth Allen, Judy Burke,or Pastor Mathison.
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SATURDAY

NIGHT

LIGHT

Saturday worship is back! Join us each Saturday at
4pm for a contemporary acoustic service, prayer
around the cross, communion and a thoughtprovoking message.

St. John’s is on Facebook! Search “St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Palm Desert” and like our page so that you
can get updates on all our important news and
upcoming events.
Each year in the U.S. more than 13,000 kids are diagnosed with some form of
pediatric cancer. The youth of St. John’s want to make a difference in the lives
of children with cancer and their families, but we need your help! At the end
of September the youth will participate in a work weekend at Camp Ronald
McDonald for Good Times. This camp is one of the nation’s largest
recreational camp programs for children with the cancer and their families and is specifically
designed to develop social and emotional competencies in youth who have lost much of their
childhood to treatment and hospital stays.
Our youth will be busy helping with maintenance and cleaning of the camp, which saves the
camp money in labor costs, but the real need is donations towards camperships for these
children who are suffering from cancer. Would you like to help give these kids their childhood
back, if even for a week? This month the youth are asking for your extra donations that will go
directly to Camp Ronald McDonald to help fund camperships for children with cancer. Please
put “Camp Ronald” on any extra offering that you would like to contribute towards this
important cause.
Thank you from the Youth of St. John’s

A Big Thank You to all who participated in" The Backpack Bonanza" for the Coachella Valley Rescue Mission.
We contributed 45 back packs and $588.00 to the cause. And the King will answer them,"Truly, I say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did to me. Matthew 25:40
Thank You, Sally Jahries
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A PRAYER FOR UNCERTAIN TIMES
An hour before the 9/11 terrorist attacks, pastor and author Stan Purdum was
reading Psalm 66, which includes the words, “We went through fire and through
water; yet you have brought us out to a spacious place” (v. 12, NRSV). After
watching the destruction, Purdum composed a prayer that remains relevant
today, as terrorism and threats often make peace seem more “specious” than “spacious”:
O God of heaven and earth, who’s bigger than nations and factions, be with us as we live through times of
terror, despair and danger. Be the strength of people who’ve been touched personally by disaster. Come with
healing to those who are injured. Be the eternal rest of those who’ve died. Be the energy, compassion and
fortitude of those who must pick through the wreckage. Grant our leaders courage and a double portion of your
wisdom. The day of universal brotherhood seems farther off than ever, O God, but help us not despair of trying
to accomplish it. Strengthen our faith. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

FLAGPOLE PRAYERS
Each September for the past 25 years, young Christians across America have gathered around
school flagpoles to pray. See You at the Pole (SYATP), which began at three schools in Burleson,
Texas, is now an international event, with about 3 million participants annually.
Students organize prayer gatherings, usually at 7 a.m. local time. Teachers, parents and youth pastors often join
them. The theme verse for this year’s event, which occurs September 23, is Acts 1:14 — “They all met together
and were constantly united in prayer” (NLT).
Student-led prayer, even at public schools, is free speech protected by the U.S. Constitution. By gathering
around their flagpoles, young people take a stand for Christ as they call on his name in prayer.

GRANDPARENTS ARE GREAT!
“What a bargain grandchildren are,” said comedy writer Gene Perret. “I give them my loose change, and they
give me a million dollars’ worth of pleasure.”
When it comes to family heritage, grandparents are worth their weight in gold. They serve as storehouses of
history and wisdom, helping children see how they fit into a family’s legacy. Christian grandparents also provide
a faith heritage that passes from generation to generation.
The apostle Paul acknowledged this important role of family elders when
he wrote to young Timothy: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith
that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now,
I am sure, lives in you” (2 Timothy 1:5, NRSV).

Happy Grandparent’s Day – September 13th
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