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September 7 - ONE WORSHIP SERVICE 10 AM
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7 National Grandparents Day
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10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class - 107
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Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101
To Know Christ
and To
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Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
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Try to remember
when life was so tender
that no one wept
except the willow
Try to remember
when life was so tender
that dreams were kept
beside your pillow.
It's September, a season of change, a time of transition. With the end of summer,
for many it's a return to more scheduled days of school and work. For all of us the
days become shorter, the nights longer. Growing up in the Midwest I remember
how I longed all year for the warmth and freedom of summer and so would mourn
its passing in September. Now I grieve the passing of time. Even now the words
of the song "Try to Remember" come to mind as I long for that gentler, more
innocent time "when life was so tender that no one wept except the willow." It is a
life I now know only by the distance I have traveled from it.
In this season of change I need something to tell me where I am, a fixed point of
reference by which to get my bearings. I need to look beyond myself and my own
life of change to that which is unchanging. That is, I need to look to God in faith
and hope.
For there is something else about September, something hidden in the play of an
autumn breeze and the sudden stirring of fallen leaves. Times of transition are also
filled with promise. It is the dream that even now you can keep "beside your
pillow." If something is ending and soon will be no longer, the promise is that
something new is beginning.
Faith and hope are the ways we perceive the promise of a new beginning in what
might at first appear to be an ending. Faith is how we live in the present even in a
season of change; hope is the promise of new life even in the midst of death.
Peace, Pastor Richard
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FALL ADULT EDUCATION: 10:15 AM SUNDAY MORNINGS
On Sunday, September 14 we will begin the Fall season of Adult Education with a DVD/discussion
series called Practices. The Christian faith includes many things-scripture reading, theological
reflection, shared conversation about the life of faith-but most of all, the Christian faith is
grounded in the "practices" of faith: practicing the presence of God through concrete actions that
combine action and reflection. As Dorothy Bass writes in Practicing Our Faith, Christian practices
help us "see how our daily lives are all tangled up with the things God is doing in the world."
Christian practices (1) address fundamental human needs and conditions through concrete human
acts; (2) are done together and over time; and (3) possess standards of excellence. These practices
- activities like prayer, worship, service, hospitality, healing, stewardship, are not new, but a
renewed focus upon them is essential to spiritual growth. In our Fall adult Christian education
offerings we will explore a variety of these concrete practices as the way we can live out our faith
in the God revealed in Jesus Christ in our everyday world.

Mark your calendars for our St. John's 50th Anniversary
celebration on Sunday, November 2nd. We will gather for
one worship service at 10am, Bishop Murray Finck from
our ELCA Pacifica Synod will be our preacher. Following
our worship there will be a luncheon and program with music in our Fellowship Hall. Watch for the
sign-up sheets that will be circulating at worship and coffee hour in the next weeks. As with all
family celebrations, many hands are needed to help in a variety of ways. If you can "pitch in" by
helping with planning, shopping, cooking, setting up, serving or clean up please reply to Diana Lang
at Diana@lcdinc.net or at 760-360-2479.

THE SLURRY WALLS OF LIFE
As horrific as 9/11 was, it could’ve been even worse if not for a 30-year-old
engineering feat. Reaching some 70 feet underground, a 3-foot-thick concrete
structure called a “slurry wall” surrounded the base of the World Trade Center
complex. Designed to prevent the Hudson River from flooding the basement, this
wall prevented New York’s subway system from flooding and countless additional
people from dying on September 11, 2001.
A slurry wall is constructed by pouring a thick, goopy mixture of powdered clay and water into a
deep, narrow trench. The solution coats the sides, preventing water and soil from collapsing the
trench. Pipes are then inserted through the slurry, and concrete is pumped into the trench,
pushing the slurry up and out. At the WTC, the concrete formed such a strong wall that even two
airplanes and the falling towers didn’t fracture it. Part of the slurry wall still stands at the 9/11
Memorial site, a symbol of resilience.
Sometimes God uses life’s “slurry” to make us stronger than we ever thought possible. We might
wish something yucky hadn’t happened — until we discover it was part of what sustained us,
making us resilient and enabling us to rise out of destruction and death to awe-inspiring new life.
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August 31st at the 11 AM Service Ardyce W. Hulbert and
Adrianna W. Boyce were baptized into the body of Christ and the
membership of St. John’s.

NEW MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN
We are pleased to receive new members in the St. John's family at
our 10 AM Service on Sunday, September 7.
Pat Carmer has also been attending St. John's for a while. She was born in Indiana and married her
childhood sweetheart, David. Pat and David moved back and forth across the country several
times, living in Seattle, Indiana, Santa Barbara and Palos Verdes, among other places. Pat and
David have two children. When David retired they moved permanently to the desert.

Saundra Mills has been attending St. John's for some time. She was born in Chattanooga,
Tennessee and raised in Florida. She moved to Riverside, California and over the course of her life
did extensive traveling in connection with her husband's work, including living in Saudi Arabia for
six years. Saundra is the mother of four children and an avid golfer.

Jackie and Rev. Ken Severa grew up on farms in Nebraska…Corn Husker Land!...north and south of
Stanton Nebraska, respectively. Both graduated from Stanton High School. While Jackie was
working at Social Services in Stanton after graduation, Rev. Ken was serving in the army in Viet
Nam. Jackie and Rev. Ken were married in 1967. They have two children, Jennifer, a senior
administrator at USC Keck School of Medicine and Jay, a regional vice president for Anthem.
Jennifer lives in Santa Monica, CA, Jay lives in Atlanta, GA with his wife, Erica. Jackie and Rev. Ken
owned a supermarket in Stanton before selling it and going back to school at Midland Lutheran
College in Fremont, NE. After college Jackie received her RN and Rev. Ken went on to Seminary in
Gettysburg, PA. Jackie has worked as an RN for the last 30 years in nursing in med surg, surgery,
ICU, level I trauma center, home health, Hospice, nursing homes, school nursing, and teaching at
the University of Cincinnati. She received a master of science in nursing in 2012. Rev. Ken has
served five congregations, two in Nebraska, one in California, and two in Ohio. They currently live
in Cathedral City, working at remodeling their house.

Karla and Bill Wilson has been residents of Thousand Palms for the past 17 years. They were
originally from Snohomish County, Washington, where they were members of Ebenezer Lutheran
Church. Bill worked as a lab technician for Weyerhaeuser. Karla was a special education teacher a
the secondary level and later served three terms as a Representative in the Washington State
House.
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REACH OUT TO OTHERS
REACHING OUT GLOBALLY: Health Care in Bangladesh
The following is from an ELCA HANDINHAND blog. It is entitled
"Fish pond aids Lutheran Health Care Bangladesh". Lutheran
Health Care Bangladesh is a comprehensive care facility in southern Bangladesh in the village of
Dumki providing health care and assistance in community development. The facility is supported in
part by donations to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship. The blogger wrote:
"There is a small piece of low land on the hospital campus of Lutheran Health Care Bangladesh,
located in Dumki in the southern part of country. During the monsoon season this depression in
the land fills with rain water and remains a small water body for at least four to five months every
year. It has been an unused piece of land - until now.
Taking advantage of the rainy season and this pond, in 2013 the staff began to raise fast-growing
fish species. More than 2,400 telapia and small carp were released into this seasonal pond. The
results were outstanding and brought in unexpected profits for the hospital. With the growth of
the fish and successful breeding, by the end of the rainy season there were over 10,000 fish. Then,
as soon as the water began ebbing, many of these fish were transferred to a bigger pond on the
hospital campus. In addition to creating a source of income and nutrition for the hospital, the staff
decided to turn the operation into a local fish cultivation demonstration project. In June 2014 after
the monsoon arrived and the plot was filled with rain water, 1,250 carp were released on June 25
in a small inaugural ceremony attended by local dignitaries. Local people, farmers and visitors are
now able to learn from this project throughout the season and into the future."
You can make a difference with an online donation at https://community.elca.org/Bangladesh, or
call 800-638-3522 to give by debit or credit card or to set up an automatic monthly gift, or send a
check for Global Ministries in Bangladesh (GCS4002) to Global Church Sponsorship, P.O. Box 71764,
Chicago IL 60694.

REACHING OUT LOCALLY:
"God's Work. Our Hands." Service Sunday 9/7 and October Veterans Expo
A reminder and an invitation - Sunday, September 7th, St. John's will be joining ELCA congregations
across the U. S. by participating in a Service Sunday. We will have one worship service - at 10:00
A.M., and then all who are able are invited to the Fellowship Hall. There we will work on our
Service Sunday project of preparing greeting cards and assembling gift bags for our neighbors at
the Washington Street Apartments while enjoying a light lunch. We hope you will be able to
participate.
Are you or a member of your family or a friend a veteran or currently serving in our military? An
Veterans Expo which will be held at the Riverside County Fairgrounds in Indio on October 11th may
be just for you, your family and friends. There will be booths for military assistance, a USO show,
Mobile Health Center, food, and kids activities. This family friendly event will be held from 8:00
A.M. - 1:30 P.M. in the Fullenwider Auditorium at the Fairgrounds, 82503 Hwy 111.
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Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable document
file). Please make sure we have your
email.

September
September
1 Dick Landis
3 Betty Neiertz
David Evans
Donna Schlitt
Deborah Bridges
4 Phil Larson
Mark Mouland
Jaclyn Van Natta
Samantha Van Natta
8 Jo Le Wilson
Jordan Melcher
9 Virginia Ahlmeyer
12 Emmarie Shannazarian
14 Cailee Johnson
15 Michele Sindoni
16 Alice Hewitson
Tammy Lohf
Michael Miller
18 Mary Winters
22 Elaine Wadleigh
22 Rocco Caronna
23 Michael Bartram
25 Scott Forbes
26 Cornelia Van Laar
26 Dylan Silver
27 Dick Mathison
27 Jude Moreno
28 Michele Claxton
30 Jim Upshaw
October 1 - 10
2 Bob Corwin
Paul Wainio
3 Dorothy Zutz
4 Karla Hansen
5 Emmett Passow
Toni Laker
Craig Jahries
Trenton Schwanke
7 Jacob Hopping
8 Miah Montigney
9 Hayden Loutsenhizer

9
18
21
25

Shauna & Wade Adams
Janet & Bob Peper
Ellen & John Read
Donita & Bob Holst
Karen & Dan Flahive

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads
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THERE'S AN APP FOR THAT!

1 Carol & Greg Van Natta
3 Sam & Bob Corwin

These days, there’s a smartphone app for just about
everything. But what about spiritual concerns?
Where can you turn?

ELECTRONIC FUNDS
TRANSFER

• Depressed? Try the joy app.

Read Isaiah 51:11

• Tired? Try the renewal app.

Read Isaiah 40:30-31

For your convenience there
are several ways for you to
make your contribution to
St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.

• Unsettled? Try the peace app. Read Philippians 4:7

EFT (Electronic Funds
Transfers) forms are
available for you in the
narthex, or you can go
directly to our website and
schedule your contributions
on-line. Thank you for your
continued support. If you
need assistance please call
Ann in the church office.

• Fearful? Try the power app.

• Unloved? Try the love app.
• Worried? Try the refuge app.

Read Psalm 46:1
Read 2 Timothy 1:7

• Guilty? Try the forgiveness app.
Read Colossians 1:13-14
• Praying? Try the prayer app.

Read 1 John 5:14-15

The Scriptures are God’s storehouse of meaningful
applications for what we face every day. Think of the
Bible as the iTunes Store of spiritual apps. Best of all,
everything’s free!
—Timothy Merrill
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Read Romans 8:38-39

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month.
In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to
support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members
for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be September 20th at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
The summer break is about over and the Women's Group of St. John's will meet the first and
third Wednesday of each month starting on September 3. All women and their friends are
welcome. The meeting time is 9:00 am until 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We typically get
together, drink coffee, and update with each other between 9 and 9:30, hold a meeting, work
on a project, or listen to a guest speaker between 9:30 and 10:15, offer our prayer requests and hold a group
prayer 10:15 to 10:30, Bible study is 10:30 to 11:30 and then, eat the food we bring to share and clean up!!
Bring your ideas with you especially to the first and second meeting with any new ideas or any changes you
would like to suggest. When we left in the Spring we had agreed to have a bake sale the first Sunday in
December and we will discuss this further as time goes on. PLEASE JOIN US!!
We are required to
keep records regarding
our FIND food
distribution covering a
three year span. They
are to be kept at church
and available to anyone
from FIND'S offices. As I
was taking out June's 2011 file, I
happened to compare figures and thought
that members of St. John's might be
curious as to what our current numbers
are and how they compare to what they
were three years ago. It's only been by the
grace of God working in our congregation,
Palm Desert Church of Christ, Connected

to the Vine, Hope Lutheran Church and the dedicated workers at
the FIND warehouse that we've been able to keep up with the
increase. Please keep this program, along with those who support
it, in your prayers. Thank youJUNE

2011

2014

# OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YRS OLD

43

64

# OF CHILDREN 5 - 19 YRS OLD

90

158

# OF PEOPLE AGES 20 - 54 YRS OLD

150

242

# OF PEOPLE OVER 55 YRS OLD

129

176

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVED

412

640
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Things usually slow down in the summer, but not for the Youth of St. John's! They have been busy
serving and enjoying special times together. We kicked off the month of June with some service
and fun. The kids came out to help with FIND distribution, followed by an afternoon of Rock N
Roll mini golf. On June 9th we enjoyed a movie night and the next day we got busy decorating and
rehearsing for VBS. Many of the kids have dedicated than 50 hours that week alone! On the 14th
it was VBS time, and what a great time we all had. This year we had youth members serving in
many capacities including worship, station and group leaders. At the end of the week we had a
lock-in and welcomed some new kids into the youth group. We also spent the evening packing up all those
decorations. On June 26th we had our "Last Saturday" worship. We had fantastic music, enjoyed prayer around
the cross, and followed it all up with break-out sessions. On June 31st, we joined up with the youth of Hope
Lutheran and headed down to the Galilee Center in Mecca. We helped with food distribution where they served
over 400 people. Afterward we enjoyed dinner and fellowship together. It seems like we are going to have a
nice partnership with the youth of Hope Lutheran. On August 6th we got together for a movie night where we
enjoyed "Heaven is for Real" and followed it up with some lively discussion. On the 16th was the "Beach Train"
to Oceanside. This is our annual end of summer trip, but this year we included Hope Lutheran to make it even
more fun! On the 24th we got together for our annual youth group planning meeting. The kids came up with
many great ideas for the upcoming church season including outings, community service and special events. We
wrapped up the month with our "Last Saturday" service on the 30th. Beginning in September our Saturday
worship will be on the second Saturday of the month. Be sure to come and check out this special new service. It
was created for you!
SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Sunday, September 7th - "God's Work, Our Hands" service project 11am to 3pm
Saturday, September 13th - "Second Saturday" Worship 4pm
Sunday, September 21st - Camp Fundraiser / Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Friday, September 26th - 28th Camp Ronald McDonald Work Weekend

St. John’s VBS 2014 was a big success! We had 53 kids and
over 30 volunteers for an amazing spirit-filled week that the
kids won’t soon forget.

They enjoyed worship, games, crafts, Bible stories and
more! Thank you to all of the fantastic volunteers who
shared their gifts and helped teach the kids about the
treasure of God’s
love.
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Sunday School Kickoff!!!! Sunday, September 14th
Come at 10am and enjoy: GAMES, CRAFTS, SNO-CONES & COTTON CANDY, AND A
PUPPET SHOW FROM ROCK THE FLOCK!!!
Sunday school lessons will follow at 11am.
*Learn all about our kid’s puppet ministry, Christmas Pageant, Elementary School
Gathering, Second Sunday Outings and more!

Each year in the U.S. more than 13,000 kids are diagnosed with some form of pediatric
cancer. The youth of St. John's want to make a difference in the lives of children with
cancer and their families, but we need your help! On September the youth will
participate in a work weekend at Camp Ronald McDonald for Good Times. This camp
is one of the nation's largest recreational camp programs for children with the cancer
and their families. The specifically designed to develop social and emotional
competencies in youth who have lost much of their childhood to treatment and
hospital stays.
Our youth will be busy helping with maintenance and cleaning of the camp, which
saves the camp money in labor costs, but the real need is donations towards camperships for these children who
are suffering from cancer. Would you like to help give these kids their childhood back, if even for a week? The
youth are asking for your extra donations this month that will go directly to Camp Ronald McDonald to help fund
camperships for children with cancer. Please put "Camp Ronald" on any extra offering that you would like to
contribute towards this important cause.
If you would like more information, the youth will have a presentation in between services on September 21st.
Thank you from the Youth of St. John's

LAST SATURDAY WORSHIP CHANGES TO SECOND SATURDAY WORSHIP
September 13th at 4 PM
This is a contemporary, informal, family-friendly worship with communion, followed
by break-out discussion/Bible study sessions for adults, youth and children. In
September we are moving to the second Saturday of the month.
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James (Robbie) Robbins. Born April 28, 1926 James (Robbie) Robbins died on July 12, 2014. He was born
to Helen Haskin and James Haskin in San Diego. He is survived by his son, James E. Robbins,
daughter-in-law Marilyn Robbins, grandchildren Robert F. Robbins and Deborah R. Davies and seven
great-grandchildren. Robbie will be interred at a later date with his beloved wife Dale at a private family
service at Fort Rosecrans Cemetery with full military honor. Robbie lived an extraordinary life. He married
Dale Puckett, the love of his life, and they have 54 wonderful years together. He joined the Navy when he
was 17 and was on the Byrd expedition to Antarctica (Operation High Jump) to chart and map that
continent. He was the radar man on the Dec. 30, 1946 PBM flight when their plane, the George I,
disappeared on the unexplored part of the Antarctic continent. Nine men left on the mission, but only six
returned. Robbie showed his true heroism on that mission, saving the pilot from the burning plane and helping feed the
survivors before they were rescued. After returning home, he married Dale, my mother, and they had 54 years together
before she passed away from Alzheimer's disease. He was her full-time caregiver and never left her side to the end of her
life. For the past four years Robbie has lived in a Rancho Mirage retirement home. He was given excellent care and
thoroughly enjoyed many new friends, some older military folks, Don, Dolly, George, Frank, Richard, Carmen and Myra, to
name a few, all good friends until the end. I spent many hours with them all. God bless them all and you, Dad. You will be
sorely missed by all. Your loving son, Jim.

John Keniry died on July 19th , he was the husband of Doris Keniry. Please keep Doris and her family and friends in your
prayers as they grieve their loss. John’s funeral was at his church, Sacred Heart Catholic Church, on Tuesday, July 29th .

Ted Hinderaker, who lived in Indio for 26 years and attended St. John's Lutheran Church with his wife, Laura ( and children
T.H., Dixon, Sue, Kari, and John) passed away at the age of 87 in Detroit Lakes, MN on July 28, 2014, just days before the
well-planned 60th wedding anniversary. Ted had a long and distinguished career in the F.B.I. In retirement, Ted and Laura
moved to Tucson to be with two of their sons and their families, leaving their home at Westward Ho and so many friends in
Coachella Valley. (Ted and Laura were sponsors for my children, Jon and Jolene Turner, when they were baptized at St.
John's Lutheran Church in 1975 and 1977. Jon, Jolene and I were in Detroit Lakes to be supportive of Laura after her
husband passed away in his sleep with no warning, ending their time together on this earth.) People who knew Laura and
Ted were blessed to have these Christian friends.

George Boeringa, we just received word that George died of complications from a stroke suffered while in
Branson, Missouri. George and his wife Linda have attended St. John's for a number of years. George shared his
musical gifts as a violinist. Please keep his wife Linda in your prayers as she recovers from a bad fall.
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