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Special Dates in September
Worship Schedule
2 Labor Day (Office Closed)
Sunday

9:00 AM Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church

8 National Grandparents Day
11 Patriot Day, September
Sept. 15 - Oct. 15 • Hispanic Heritage Month

22 First Day of Autumn

One of the ways of describing what the church is all about is that it's a
"conversation." What this is meant to suggest is that a community of faith is a
gathering of people in dialogue with scripture, with a tradition of teaching,
with our contemporary setting and with one another. This idea of church is
also meant to suggest that we are part of an ongoing and open-ended
conversation, and that everyone has a place at the table and something to
share.
In their book, Holy Conversations: Strategic Planning as a Spiritual Practice for Congregations, Gil
Rendle and Alice Mann reflect on congregational planning as a "holy conversation." It is
conversation because it truly is a dialogue where people share "their stories, memories and
hopes." It is holy because, "it is about a people's understanding of their identity as a faith
community, their sense of purpose and their relationship with God." Such a "holy conversation' is
one that strengthens and transforms people.
We are beginning this kind of "holy conversation" here at St. John's in preparation for calling a
new pastor. As you'll see in the article about our L.I.F.T. (Looking into the Future Together) team,
we want you to be part of this conversation. We want to hear your stories, memories and hopes
as a way of helping us discern God's vision for St. John's.
We pray for God's continued blessings on the "holy conversation" that is St. John's Lutheran
Church.
Peace,
Pastor Richard Rollefson

WELL DONE ~ ST. JOHN’S
We received verification of our recent shipment of 200 eye
glasses that you donated to “Lions In Sight”.

SEPTEMBER
1 Dick Landis
Chris Bergh
3 Betty Neiertz
Donna Schlitt
Deborah Bridges
4 Phil Larson
Mark Mouland
Jacklyn Van Natta
Samantha Van Natta
8 Jo Le Wilson
Jordan Melcher
9 Virginia Ahlmeyer
12 Bill Norman
14 Bailee Johnson
15 Michele Sindoni
16 Alice Hewitson
Tammy Lohf
Michael Miller
18 Mary Winters
21 Collin Bogie
22 Elaine Wadleigh
Rocco Caronna
23 Michael Bartram
26 Cornelia Van Laar
Dylan Silver
27 Dick Mathison
Jude Moreno
28 Michele Claxton
30 Jim Upshaw

ANNIVERSARIES
9
18
21
25

Shauna & Wade Adams
Janet & Bob Peper
Ellen & John Read
Donita & Bob Holst
Thelma & Phil Nelson
25 Karen & Dan Flahive
29 Donna & Chris Bergh

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

7
8
9
11
11
11
11
12
12
13
15
17
19
21
21
23
23
23
24
24
26
28
29
30
30

2 Bob Corwin
Paul Wainio
3 Dorothy Zutz
4 Karla Hansen
5 Emmett Passow
Toni Laker
Craig Jahries
Trenton Schwanke
Jacob Hopping
Miah Montigney
Hayden Loutsenhizer
Dave Laudig
Betty Jo Carlson
Jo Lewke
Shauna Adams
Pat Ogle
Maria Hunt
Diane McClary
Marilyn Brockman
Ted Querciagrossa
Natalia Chan
Lindsay Moore
Halle Van Natta
Ruth Allen
Dilan Jahries
Hailey Ney
Judy Davis
Carl Lewke
Lou Juan Hubbard
Kyla Stave
Cole Johnson
Ann Rhein
Jamie Gatch

ANNIVERSARIES

1 Carol & Greg Van Natta
3 Sam & Bob Corwin
13 Alice & Ed Ed Hewitson
17 Wendy & Jim Anderson
22 Carol & Boyd Swent
25 Pat & Dick Tucker
28 Nancy & Duke Frey

BUILDING LOAN
REPAYMENT

In order to build our
beautiful new Ministry
Center, it was necessary to borrow
$80,000.00.
Five very generous couples loaned St.
John's the $80,000.00 with no interest.
Four couples at $10,000.00 each and one
couple at $40,000.00. We have an
obligation to repay that money as soon as
possible. One couple changed their loan
to a contribution, so our balance on the
loans was $70,000.00. A distribution of
25% was made in May, that left a balance
of $52,000.00 to be paid. Every member
of the Church Council, and the Office Staff,
has committed to a monthly contribution
to reduce our debt.
There is currently 11,701.15 in the
“Building Loan Repayment” account.
The next distribution will be made in
October 2013. Let’s all help to pay off this
obligation.

to our members,
friends, council, and
staff who have
contributed to the
loan repayment.

Electronic Funds Transfer
For your convenience EFT’s are available
through our website or by filling out a
form. The forms are available in the
Narthex. If you need assistance please call
Ann in the church office.

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”, newspaper is delivered via email in the form of a pdf file
(portable document file). Please make sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader, available for free at; http://www.adobe.com/downloads,.

EMAIL PRAYER GROUP - If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact
one of the people listed below. This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to
ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain. Requests are confidential.
Call (760):
Diana Lang @ 360-2479, Joan Laudig @ 343-2093 or Marji Vasholz @ 221-6571
PRAYER MINISTRY - Prayer...the most powerful force on the planet. Nothing can stop it! We
thought it might be helpful to explain the difference in the two prayer lists at St. John's. When you attend church
and write a name on the back of the attendance sheet, the name will go on the BULLETIN PRAYER LIST once, or you
may request “indefinitely”. No one needs to know what the illness or problem is...just the name is sufficient. You
may also call the office to place a name on this list.
The St. John's PRAYER CHAIN stands ready to pray for your specific requests. The Prayer Chain is comprised of
people who worship with you and have agreed to pray for your requests with complete confidentiality. If you have
a prayer request and wish to list the details of an illness, an upcoming surgery or
for any other issues, please call a Prayer Chain leader. All are welcome to join the
Prayer Chain. Our prayers are shared by Email. If you are interested in joining us,
please contact one of the leaders listed above.

The ladies of St. John's will begin meeting again
on September 18, from 9 to noon, in Fellowship
Hall. All women of St. John's are automatically
"members" and all are welcome, whether once
in awhile or all the time!
The group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month during the winter season. This year
we plan to help the church celebrate its 50th anniversary with a cookbook
made up of recipes given by members of the church. A lot of the recipes
are new and for today's cooking methods. The cookbooks are finished, but
we plan to wait until November to sell them at our annual bake sale and
craft fair.
The ladies group begins our mornings with devotions, coffee and chatting.
At 10:30, Pastor Rollefson will give us an hour of Bible study. And at 11:30,
we put out our potluck specialties. We end every meeting with a potluck
luncheon. Won't you join us?

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3d Saturday of each
month. The next scheduled meeting will be on September 21st at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall.
In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to
support the St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club
members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND. At our last meeting, a discussion was held
regarding the upcoming PALM SPRINGS FOLLIES - "The last Hurrah/Our Farewell Season". The show, as well as St.
John's attendance at the Follies last year, was a phenomenal success. Based on projected participation, we would
like to schedule a St. John's group for 20 or more in the January time frame. As proposed, our group will receive
preferential front row seating, and a portion of each ticket will be for support of the St. John's Scholarship Program.
Please contact Ann or myself if you are interested in attending. The September 21st meeting will feature Pastor
Rollefson who will present Part II of "Men's Approach to Retirement - Reflections on an Unknown
Journey/Adventure". Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey
- duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

HOW DOES SCRIP WORK?
SCRIP is a program that allows the church to earn a percentage of the money you spend shopping. You purchase
SCRIP cards for the full value. The church orders the cards at a discount and keeps the difference.
For example, say you buy a $100 card for Stater Brothers. You give St. John's $100 for the card. St. John's pays
$95 for the card. St. John's makes $5! You can spend $100 at Stater Brothers with your card.
Stop by the SCRIP booth after church and order your cards, or buy some cards we already have in stock.

L.I.F.T. - Looking into the Future Together - Appreciative Inquiry Interviews
As part of our process of calling a new pastor at St. John's our LIFT Strategic
Planning/Visioning Team will be preparing a congregational profile that tells the story of the
history, members, ministries and context of St. John's Lutheran. Our LIFT team- Larry Lang,
Sally Jahries, Ben Bridges, Lothar Vasholz, Molly Farrin and Pastor Richard will be doing
one-on-one interviews called "Appreciative Inquiries." We want to hear about your spiritual
journey, what you value most about St. John's, and your dreams for our future. These
interviews are part of a larger congregational conversation to help us discern God's calling
for our church. You will be contacted by members of our team to set up a time for a 30-45 minute conversation over
coffee, or at church, or you can give a team member a call. In addition to the one-on-one interviews, over the course
of the next months we will be having several "Listening Post" group activities to reflect on our ministry together.

"Anyone who has ever struggled with poverty knows how extremely expensive it is to be poor."

James A. Baldwin
Making your income stretch to the end of the month is often a juggling act. The unexpected
expenses are the villains that seem to throw every good intention to the wind. Choices become
very difficult and not easy to explain to your children, spouse or utilities company. People come
to FIND at St. John's, not because they want to, but because they need to. They apologize for being
in their present position in life and embarrassed to admit it. We all know how easily the tables
could be turned for any of us.
St. John's is able to make a substantial contribution to a family's budget. On 8/27 each family received 2 bags which
contained a box of Hamburger Helper, a 2 lb bag of rice, 4 fruit cups, 1 can of Progresso Recipe Starters, 1 can of
tuna, 2 cans of diced tomatoes, 1 can of corn, Betty Crocker Suddenly Salad, 1 box of Fiber One Strawberry PB&J
bars, and 1 Jello. Refrigerated and frozen items consisted of 1 meat selection, a carton of soft butter, a package of
frozen vegetables, and 1 dozen eggs. Next they were given a bag of fresh produce, 1 box of cereal and crackers,
bread and rolls. Every distribution is different, but it follows this basic plan. If each item had cost $1, then every
recipient would have had to pay $21.
We served 115 families on 8/13. If they had each paid $21, we would have collected $2,415. You're probably
wondering how we can give so many people so much food. The answer is FIND's warehouse, USDA, and St. John's
$ contributions from individual members. FIND cannot charge more than 19 cents a pound for anything. Many
prices are lower. Government food and produce are free. All in all, we spend around $600 a month and that's for
two distributions. More than 95% of it is spent at the warehouse. The rest goes to local stores. It takes a full two
weeks of shopping to accumulate enough food for everyone.
After we have loaded all the bags in cars and seen them driven away, we know that those "heavenly bargains" will
satisfy hunger for a day or two. St. John's is fortunate to have the opportunity and resources to let His people know
we care - and we do - very much.

COMBINING MISSION AND EVANGELISM Submitted by Lothar Vasholz
SINGLE AND PARENTING – We concluded the Single and Parenting program on Monday August
26th . Although the number of participants fell short of our goal, the experience of presenting
the material and following discussion was very illuminating, and we hope helpful to the participants.
We are indebted to the presentation team; Molly Farrin, Vito Genovese, Keron Gustafson, Marji & Lothar Vasholz.
The presentation materials , follow up discussions and 'Hopework' are well coordinated and presented clearly and
directly. We plan to have a second series starting in January. We will be exploring a number of ideas and vehicles
to expand recruiting participants for the next series. If you know of a single parent, who could benefit from a
complete review of issues they are facing, please let us know.
WASHINGTON STREET APARTMENTS – Our Youth group served as hosts for the second monthly activity, an ice
cream social,-held in the apartments meeting room. For some of us it was dessert before dinner; for all of us it was
very enjoyable. The highlight was a program presented by our youth. Participation by St. John's was led by Pastor
Richard Rollefson. Continued contact thru a wide range of activities will expand our knowledge of the residents and
the issues/needs they have. The September event will be a Bingo Night-date and time to be announced. All are
welcomed!!

As the summer was coming to a close, the youth of St. John’s were spending the month of
August having fun and exploring their faith. We kicked off the month with a trip to California
Lutheran University for their “Invitation to Service” program. The kids enjoyed 2 days of
programming to help them discern God’s calling for their lives. They also learned new ways to
help serve their church and community. I cannot wait to see how the kids will put their faith into
action this season. On the 7th the kids were back at St. John’s enjoying a fun movie night with all
of their friends. On the 17th , we took our favorite summer trip, the beach train! The kids
enjoyed a fun ride on the Metrolink followed by a beautiful day at the beach in Oceanside. On
the 21st the kids were at the Washington St. Apartments for an ice cream social. The kids had
fun serving and getting to know the residents and spending time with other members of St.
John’s. We wrapped up the month, and the summer with a youth group planning meeting on the 28th. The kids have
lots of great things planned for the upcoming season!
Upcoming Events
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

September
September
September
September

7th
15th
22nd
29th

7 pm
Boomers
5- 7 pm Youth Group
“Mission Sunday”
4 pm
Rock Practice
5 -7 pm Youth Group

Another school year and a new church season are upon us. I look forward to seeing all of the
children and families that were away during the summer months. This month we will return
to our “Spark” lectionary curriculum, so be sure to talk to your kids about what you learned in
church. I bet they will have a lot to share about the lesson as well!

The Alphabet of Grace

Beginning Sunday, September 15th and continuing through November Pastor Richard will lead an Adult forum
series which will meet between services at 10:15am. Learning the fundamental perspectives of Christianity is a
bit like learning a language and its particular vocabulary. Religious writer Frederick Buechner calls the Christian
language and vocabulary "The Alphabet of Grace." We will discuss what we mean by concepts such as grace, sin,
faith, salvation and eternal life as their deepest meaning gives us a new perspective about our world and helps
to shape our lives. This series is meant for anyone wanting to reflect on basic Christian teachings and our
Lutheran perspective on them.

NEWS

On Wednesday, August 14, 2013, twenty-two of us gathered at the church to travel to
the Coachella Valley Rescue Mission, the FIND Warehouse and TKB Bakery and Deli (off
golf Center Pkwy).

COACHELLA VALLEY RESCUE MISSION / 47470 Van Buren St., Indio / Was the first stop.
The new CVRM opened last year. The old building across the street is completely gone.
The Mission provides food and shelter to hungry men, women, and children, providing over 18,000 meals each
month. The tour included information on the programs available at the Mission:
The Gateway Program is a 9 month, 3 phase program . The program assesses individual needs in the first phase,
while the next two phases are designed to address education, employment, and independence.
The New Life Program is a faith-based program for men and women seeking to change their lives. This is a year long
program where clients learn to take responsibility for their actions. They relearn work ethics, values and seek
a new direction for their futures.
The CVRM currently houses 150 men, women, and children. It also provides an emergency overflow shelter to an
additional 75 people nightly. This well organized, effective shelter is funded by donations from the community and
from grants. No government funds are used. Want to help? Donations are always needed. There are two valley
resale stores that accept donations of clothing, furniture, and other gently used items. One store is in Coachella and
the latest store is in Palm Desert. (New Life: 77622 Country Club)
THE F.I.N.D. WAREHOUSE / 83-775 Citrus Ave. Indio / Our second stop was the FIND warehouse. FIND stands for
Food In Need of Distribution. Again, the funds for this program come from community donations, and grants. No
government funding is involved. After an introduction to the program by Gwen Ford, the Volunteer Coordinator,
the door was opened to the immense warehouse. Gasps were heard as Gwen explained how the food is brought in
from many community groceries and stores. The walk-in freezers and refrigerators keep the fruits and vegetables
fresh before they are delivered to the FIND distribution sites. St. John's church is one of those sites. Our last
distributing date was August 13th. We serve approximately 200 families per month.
Jackie Kramer does a marvelous job in managing our F.I.N.D. program. She works tirelessly picking up food at the
Distribution Center almost daily, organizing our shelves and overseeing the many volunteers who help her. She is
such a blessing to St. John's and to the many families who are helped by receiving the food. You can help too, not
only with donations of money but by volunteering to pack plastic bags of food to distribute. The volunteer job is
held at the warehouse, packing is needed for tables full of food waiting to be packed. It's a low impact job because
you can sit down to do it. Prayers are always needed for CVRM and FIND.
TKB BAKERY AND DELI / 44-911 Golf Center Pkwy, Indio/ The trip was
pleasantly concluded by having lunch at the Bakery and Deli. The Deli is near
the F.I.N.D. building off Golf Center Pkwy. Fresh sandwiches, salads and
desserts are homemade.
Thanks to both Jackie Kramer and Norma Jean (NJ) Woods for arranging this
tour. The next travel day will be at the Sunnylands Center and Gardens. The
date will be announced soon.

GLOBAL MISSION UPDATE:
Preparing for disaster in Mauritania

This last spring, Lothar Vasholz asked my husband Jim and I if we
would take on a project to research and share information about
the ELCA's Global Mission unit with St. John's congregation. Since that time we have been learning about the many,
varied, inspiring, and incredible ways our church is connected to God's people throughout the world. In May we
began sharing stories in weekly bulletin information sheets and in monthly newsletters on worldwide activities
supported in some way by ELCA work.
This month I'd like to share a story about how with the help of the ELCA's Lutheran Disaster Response and The
Lutheran World Federation people in the North African country of Mauritania have taken steps to equip themselves
to deal with natural disasters. In recent years Mauritania has experienced drought, flooding, food shortages,
tornadoes, locust attacks, and fires. A lot to deal with - particularly for a small country. But with Lutheran aid,
people are receiving training so that they can prepare for and better respond to emergencies.
By looking at past disasters they have identified steps to prepare for disasters and, importantly, to respond
immediately without waiting for assistance from the central government or other organizations. Among other steps,
communities have created their own flood control dams; created telephone "trees" to notify all members of
impending disasters as well as to use to help each other after disasters; and created their own emergency
committees which respond locally with immediate aid so people can begin recovery when disaster does strike.
Kasongo Mutshaila, The Lutheran World Federation's representative in the country, noted that programs in the
country are making a tangible, life-saving difference. "I would like to express our deepest gratitude to the ELCA and
its donors and supporters," he says. "We have seen some good results. Since people have received the knowledge
and skills about different matters, they have been able to handle these situations." Another example of the ELCA
motto "God's Work, Our Hands" put into action in the world.
You can find more stories like this one at www.livinglutheran.com. If you have Global Mission stories you'd like
shared with St. John's members, please let me know at allenjimruth@directv.net.
Praise God for our community of faith in action!
Ruth Allen
September 8th

CELEBRATE GRANDPARENTS
Several sociological factors are affecting grandparents’ role. Because families are spread
out geographically, “long-distance grandparenting” is now common. On the other end of
the spectrum, many grandparents are actually raising their grandchildren.
Despite modern-day challenges and changes, grandparents are more important than
ever for providing kids with a sense of history and heritage. Whether through social media and Skype or special
outings and storytelling, the older generation has a variety of avenues for connecting with grandkids.
In the process, grandparents can share their Christian faith. “One generation will commend your works to
another; they will tell of your mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4, NIV).

