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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
11:00 am - Praise Service
Sunday School- Room 105

Saturday Worship
4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light Service

EXPLORING THE STORY TOGETHER

Jennifer
Shaw

"Everyone who calls, 'Help, God!' gets help. But how can people call for help if they don't know who
to trust? And how can they know who to trust if they haven't heard of the One who can be trusted?
And how can they hear if nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them, unless someone
is sent to do it? That's why Scripture exclaims, 'A sight to take your breath away! Grand processions
of people telling all the good things of God!'" Romans 10:13-15, The Message

In Jesus Christ, we have forgiveness, salvation, and life eternal. And we know this truly good news because
someone, somewhere, sometime along the way shared it with us - our parents, our grandparents, our church
community, our friends, our co-workers, our neighbors, the people who experienced God and wrote about their
experiences in the Old and New Testaments. They shared that the Triune God made, loves, has redeemed, and will
restore the world. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, they shared the story of God's love with us.
And we are called to share this life-giving story with others. We are called to know this story well, so that we can
share it boldly whenever, wherever, and however the opportunity arises. One way we do so is through exploring it
together in the community of Christ.
This fall, St. John's is offering several opportunities to explore God's Word together, to discuss what it means to
be followers of Jesus Christ, to learn ever more fully how we can participate in the Spirit's healing work and make
a difference in this world.
SATURDAY NIGHT LIGHT FAMILY EDUCATION

Beginning Saturday, October 1, St. John's will launch an evening of multi-generational educational opportunities,
following the Saturday Night Light worship service at 4:00 pm. It include the following classes, offered from 4:45
pm to 5:30 pm: Elementary - led by Debbie Bridges, Sally Jahries, Kathy Nelson, Nancy Turner (Room 105)
Confirmation (Grades 6,7,8) - led by Pastor Jen (Room 101)
Youth - led by Molly Farrin (Youth Room)
Adult - a study in the book of Romans, led by Jerry Webster (Fellowship Hall)
Molly will continue leading Sunday morning Kid's Church during the 11 am service.
Continued on page 2

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: REVELATION REVEALED

Beginning Thursday, October 6, I'll be leading a Bible study on the book of Revelation. We'll discuss Revelation in
its historical and social contexts, how it has been understood (or misunderstood) over the years, how it carries a
message of hope for followers of Christ today. The study will take place on Thursdays at 10 am, and will be
repeated on Thursdays at 7 pm. We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall. There are no materials to purchase. All are
welcome!
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

The women of St. John's meet the first Wednesday of every month in the Fellowship Hall, beginning with
fellowship and a business meeting at 9 am. At 10:30 am, we join together in Bible study. Currently, we are
watching and discussing Rob Bell's Nooma series. Rob Bell is an influential pastor and teacher (and Fuller Seminary
graduate), whose best-selling books on Christian life and faith include "Velvet Elvis" and "Love Wins." After the
Bible study, we enjoy a potluck lunch together.
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY

The men of St. John's meet the third Saturday of every month at 8 am in the Fellowship Hall, beginning with
fellowship and a business meeting. They continue with a Bible study together.
Which of these opportunities might God be calling you to join?
If you have any questions, please contact me through the church office (760-345-2122) or through email
(jennifershaw0204@gmail.com).
May we all continue to know more fully "the old, old story of Jesus and his love," so that we may live it and share it
with others.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Jen

Live Webcast: Ecumenical and Interreligious Witness
an email from Presiding Bishop Eaton, September 26, 2016
Join Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton for the live webcast, "Ecumenical and Interreligious Witness on the Eve of
the Reformation Anniversary," on Thursday, Oct. 27, at 7 p.m. CDT. This webcast will explore: What was the
Reformation, and what does it mean for Lutherans and ecumenical partners? What is "Declaration on the Way,"
and why is it significant for Lutheran-Catholic relations? What might ecumenical and interreligious relationships
look like in the future, and what does this mean for our faith community?
Tune in to the live webcast on Oct. 27 by visiting ELCA.org/webcast, where a link to the recorded video will be
made available after the broadcast. A live stream also will be available at Facebook.com/Lutherans. If you would
like to submit a question to be considered during the live webcast, please send it to livinglutheran@elca.org and
provide your name and your congregation's name, city and state.
Check our website (elca.org) for future information concerning our participants and selected resources.
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The prayer chain is confidential and
the prayer requests are sent via
email. Please join us!
Contact Amy Peterson (303) 918-0716,
akpmax@aol.com or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093,
MIMIOO7@aol.com.

President’s Message
As we enter into our busy seasons ahead and the return of some of our winter visitors its an enjoyable time for me
and the church. Fall allows movement in the Valley, cooler weather, and that motivates everyone to get out and
do something.
St. John's has a number of new exciting activities and something for everyone. We also have a very important day
for the entire country, which is Election Day November 8th. Please take the time to place your vote, all votes
count.
The council has assigned a nominating committee and will be reaching out for any members willing to serve on the
council. Watch for the postings of positions available. In addition, the budget committee will be working on the
2017 budget in preparation for your approval in January. The Multi Use Area is 95% complete and we are looking
to schedule a ribbon cutting during our fall/winter season.
But what really excites me are all the schedule activities between now and well into March. Please watch the
church calendar, newsletter, weekly information sheet, and our website for the upcoming events and information
related to St. John's. If something is not there, please let us know and we can add it.
The Council continues to thank you for all your support and assistance in making St. John's such a wonderful place
to call our home.
God Bless You All,
Mitch Phillips
Stephen Ministry
We are excited to begin our first training session for caregivers in the Stephen Ministry program here
at St. John's! We have seven trainees for our class that begins on September 27th. After the six
month training, we will have Stephen Ministers to serve as caregivers to congregation members in
need of Christian caring. Please pray for our training class as they grow spiritually and follow Jesus into service.

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so
that you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming events.

Bishop Taylor's Installation
Bishop Andy Taylor will be installed at Hope Lutheran Church here in Palm Desert on Sunday, October 23 at 4 pm.
This is a wonderful opportunity to join with the larger church family in welcoming our new bishop, to hear from
our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and to experience a memorable and inspiring worship service. If you plan to
attend, please let Pastor Jen know by Sunday, October 9. She can be reached through the church office
(760-340-9568) or through email (jennifershaw0204@gmail.com). Thank you!

ST. JOHN’S PHOTO DIRECTORY

If you had your picture taken for the directory (or submitted a photo) you may pick up your directory
in Fellowship Hall between worship services on October 2 and 9 or at the church office during
business hours. If you did not have your picture taken and would like a directory, please sign up for a
directory on October 2 and 9 or at the church office. Thank you.

Attention All Hikers
We are beginning a "hiking group" of St. John's members/friends on Friday mornings. The hikes are
easy to moderate and our purpose is to get some exercise, enjoy some fellowship, and have some
fun! Please email Millie Taylor if you are interested in learning more! (iammillietaylor@gmail.com)

ST. JOHN’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"
Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" Isaiah 6:8
COFFEE HOUR

If you would like to host a coffee hour please contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @
760-989-0455 or email fijordsmen@verizon.net. All your efforts are truly appreciated!

ALTAR GUILD

Each week members of St. John's Altar Guild quietly go about their work, faithfully tending to the table of our Lord.
Their work ensures that Communion is prepared for each service. Would you like to be a part of this important
ministry? If you feel a "nudge" to join us, please contact Diana Lang at Diana@lcdinc.net or 760-360-2479.

WORSHIP SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer. There are many opportunities for you to serve the
Lord, including serving as a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant. Call (760) 399-1982 or email
rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com.
Space at St. John’s
Consider our facility for any gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements * Graduations * Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for more information 760-360-8571 or mp@prolandscapeservices.net

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men
who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month. In addition
to being an organization for fellowship and study, the
club provides a financial avenue to support St. John's
programs including the St. John's Scholarship Program.
It also serves as a personnel resource from among
members for programs such as the annual Musical
Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on October 15 at
8:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall with a program, Early
Christian Heresies (previously developed by Dick Laker),
presented for group participation/discussion.
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. For more
information, contact Duke Frey at duke06@dc.rr.com
or 760-345-2902 / c: 760-702-7328.
Mark your calenders: The 19th Annual Tour de Palm
Springs charity bicycle event will take place Friday &
Saturday, January 20 & 21, 2017.
More information soon.

The Ladies of St. John's meet the first Wednesday of
every month from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Our mission is to
gather and send women to act boldly in faith in Christ
and make a difference in the world. As such, we
gather at 9:30 with a time of friendship and caring,
and a short business meeting. At 10:30 our faith in
Christ is restored and renewed when Pastor Jen talks
with us about the Bible and other interesting,
thought-provoking subjects. We have a pot-luck lunch
at 11:30, and then we go out, renewed and refreshed
to "make a difference in the world."
All women of St. John's are welcome, whether one
time or all the time. We'd love to get to know every
woman in our church!
Our next meeting is October 5 at 9:30 in Fellowship
Hall.

CARING MINISTRY

Thank you from “The Narrow Door”
for “God’s Work. Our Hands” Donations
Do you know someone who is unable to come to
church on a regular basis, and would benefit from
having Communion brought to them? Eucharistic
Visitation Ministers bring Communion, conversation,
and fellowship to those who are home bound. Please
contact Judy Burke (760-832-7370) or Pastor Jen to
learn more.
Do you know some who could use a ride to church?
Caring Ministry team members are available to give
rides to those who do not have
transportation to come to
worship services. Please contact
Diana Lang (760-360-2479 ) or
Pastor Jen to learn more.

The youth are back in school and settling into their routines, which includes lots of fun and service with their St.
John's friends! We kicked off the month of September with a fun outing to Palm Springs Lanes. We started off the
night with a XXL large pizza from NYPD, enjoyed some laser bowling, and finished up with milkshakes at Sonic.
What a fun night! The following weekend we got busy rehearsing for our Youth Sunday performances and also
joined the congregation for "God's Work, Our Hands.”
The 18th was "Youth Sunday" and the kids did a great job serving as ushers, readers, greeters and Communion
assistants. They also had some fantastic performances with Rock the Flock and youth choir. Youth Sunday also
included a presentation for Camp Ronald McDonald, and with the generosity of our congregation we were able to
raise over $1300 to help children with cancer. Thank you to everyone who supported this wonderful cause! On the
23rd we headed up to camp to present the check and to participate in our annual work weekend. The kids worked
tirelessly all weekend painting cabins and cleaning out rain gutters. Their hard work helped save the camp on labor
costs, freeing up funds to send more kids to camp. Way to go kids! October will be filled with many more
opportunities for fun and service. Please check out the schedule below.
Weekly Events -

Saturdays - Family Education Night: "SNL @ 4pm / Breakout session @ 4:45pm
Sundays - Sunday school @ 11am

Upcoming Events -

Saturday, October 1st - Education Kickoff / Orientation Dinner
Saturday, October 8th - Laser Oasis after SNL
Sunday, October 16th - Bingo @ Washington St. Apartments 3pm
Saturday, October 22nd - Care Packages w/ Hope after SNL
Sunday, October 23rd - Bishop's Installation @ Hope (Please R.S.V.P.)
Saturday, October 29th - Reformation / Halloween Event TBA

Sunday School - Our Sunday school kids are having fun each week with their lessons. On
September 10th we hosted a First Communion Class, the next morning we celebrated the
participants' First Communion. Congratulations to Avery Ballew, Jett Peterson, Enrique & Isabella
Rickert, and Seth & Tatum Robertson on this wonderful milestone! On the 18th the Sunday school
kids also participated in Youth Sunday, by lending their beautiful voices to "Child of the King" during the offering.
There's lots more fun and education to come in October! On October 1st we will begin offering an Elementary age
breakout session during our Family Education Night. On the morning of October 2nd we will be heading out to
Chuck E. Cheese's for our first Sunday school outing of the season. On the weekend of the 29th we will be offering a
fun Halloween event in conjunction with our Reformation event. Please check the bulletin for more information.
Join us for Dinner on October 1st as we kickoff our Saturday Education Nights!
Beginning October 1st St. John's will be hosting Saturday Education Nights. Each week we will
meet for intergenerational worship at our 4pm "Saturday Night Light" service. We will then
transition into breakout sessions for all ages including: Adult, High School Youth,
Confirmation, and Elementary age Bible studies. This is a great opportunity for families to
worship together and learn more about their faith. Our first night together will consist of
worship, dinner, and an introduction to this terrific ministry. We hope to see you there!

The Music Department is getting ready for some exciting upcoming events!
The Celebration Singers are busy with preparations for the Bishop’s installation on October 23 and
Reformation Sunday on October 30! Rehearsals are on Thursday at 4 pm in Fellowship Hall.
We have invited area singers to join in preparing the show "Homeland" for a performance on
Veterans Day, November 11, at 4:00 pm. This event is FREE and open to the community. A free will
offering will be collected for Military Chaplain training scholarships. "Homeland" promises to remind
you of the blessing of living in the USA and to give you an opportunity to acknowledge and thank
those who have served to defend it.
We are working to install a new brighter projector and larger retractable screen in the sanctuary. We are always
looking for volunteers to run sound and PowerPoint. If this interests you, please let us know!
Back by popular demand! This year's Gospel Workshop dates are February 7-10 with 2 concerts on Feb 11. JD and
Fred Steele will be returning for our second year of this community event and it is sure to provide energy and
inspiration! More information soon.
The next meeting of SWAT (St. John’s Worship & Art Team) will include more detailed planning of upcoming
events, including but not limited to:
Oct 28 Princeton Nassoons Concert
Oct 29 Reformation Fair
Nov 11 Veterans Day Concert
Nov 27 First Sunday of Advent
If you would like to be part of this dynamic group, please contact Laura Stave at (760) 413-0823.
As always, thank you for your prayers, feedback, and support!!!
Laura Stave

PRINCETON NASSOONS
If you like a capella singing and the music of the "Great American Songbook,"
you're in for a special treat. A group of Princeton University alumni who sang
together as undergraduates in the 1950's and 60's will be gathering for a reunion
here in the valley in late October and will present a free 90-minute concert here
at St. John's on Friday, October 28 at 4 pm.
The group is called The Princeton Nassoons, an all male a capella singing group which was founded in 1941 by
members of the Princeton glee club - and became famous (or infamous) at a joint concert with the Yale
Whiffenpoofs when they performed a close harmony version of Perfidia that brought the house down. Perfidia
became the group's signature song and is still performed today, 75 years later. While it was the only group on
campus for many years, there are now more than 10 a capella groups at Princeton including, of course, the
Nassoons. The group is best known for their intricate 5-part harmonies with all arrangements done by group
members. You will hear songs like “Fools Rush In”, “All The Things You Are”, and “Long Ago and Far Away” among
many other classics from the big band era of the 40's and 50's.
This group of 20 to 25 Nassoon alumni has been getting together annually for almost 20 years, each time at a
different location hosted by one of their members. Seattle, Hawaii, Kansas City, and Washington DC are some of
the more recent reunion venues. They were here in the Coachella Valley in 2004 and are delighted to be coming
back - and especially delighted to be performing at St. John's. The concert is free and donations will be accepted
with proceeds going to the Youth and Family Ministry here at St. John's.
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Greg & Carol Van Natta
Ed & Virginia Ahlmeyer
Bob & Tissie Jacobs
Ray & Kay Bille
James & Wendy Anderson
22 Boyd & Carol Swent
28 Duke & Nancy Frey

3 Don & Donna Olsen
6 Linda & Daryl Wolf

FIND
Please continue to bring non-perishable food
items and plastic grocery bags. Our next
distribution will be October 25 at 8:30 am.

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”
newspaper is delivered via email in the form of
a pdf file. Please make sure we have your
email address.

THANK YOU - to all of you
who are directing your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to St. John’s.

It can be viewed with Adobe Reader, available
for free at www.adobe.com/downloads.

