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Special Dates in November

9:00 AM - Traditional Service
1 All Saints’ Day

10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall

1 Daylight-Saving Time ends

Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101

(Fall back 1 hour Saturday night)

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship

11
22
26
29

Veterans Day
Christ the King Sunday
Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent

4 PM - Saturday Night Light

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known
Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Dick Mathison, Interim Pastor : pastormathison2015@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator :

mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net

"A WORD FROM PASTOR DICK

-

"ITS ALL ABOUT LOVE"!

"It's all about love!" You will be hearing this, in the weeks ahead. As many of you already
know, November is Stewardship month at St. John's. You were mailed a letter a few days
ago, with a letter, and 2 cards that we are asking you to return to the church within the
next 2 weeks.
Let me begin with a "disclaimer". That word, "stewardship" carries a lot of baggage with it. Too many of us
associate that word "stewardship" with raising money for the church. So my "disclaimer" is this. This year we
are going to approach "stewardship", more like Jesus Himself did in his earthly ministry. For Jesus, it's really
"ALL ABOUT LOVE"!
This is why Jesus gave us those memorable parables like, "the Good Samaritan", and "the Prodigal Son". Jesus
wants to show us, and actually visualize for us, that love is not just about having a "warm, fuzzy feeling" in the
region of our heart. Love is reaching out to our neighbor in need:. Love is welcoming the ones who feel left
out, and unworthy. Love is actually making a place in our hearts, and in our church, for those who need a
"helping hand", as well as a "hands-up", simply because they are loved by God.
You and I will be challenged on "INSPIRATION SUNDAY" - NOVEMBER 8. to discover and then share those
"unique spiritual gifts", each of us has. Laura and Molly, and I will be sharing together in worship, to help you
identify those particular gifts God has blessed you with. Then, during worship, we will complete our "Spiritual
Gifts card. You will be challenged to take the step of faith, by indicating the specific ways you are willing to
serve in the new year of 2016. As you come to the Table of the Lord to taste the love of God in the bread and
wine of Holy Communion, we ask you to place your spiritual gifts card in the Thank Offering Box.
On "GRATITUDE SUNDAY" - NOVEMBER 15. I will share a message about how Jesus can set us free, by the
power of His Love. I will challenge you with the story of Jesus setting a man named Zaccheus free, when he
just let Jesus love him, and give him a new life. In my message, I will call the money we give to the mission of
Christ, "our sanctified perspiration". That's really what it is, "the sweat and toil of our labor", that we give back,
to express our love for God. The bottom line is, "The Gospel is free.....but the buckets it comes in, to spread
that "water of life around, costs money" ("sanctified perspiration").
I challenge you to practice "Proportionate giving", which is actually "Biblical giving". God is so fair, in what he
expects of us. We are invited to "give back" a proportion (a percentage), as our way of saying "thank you to
God".I believe we need to start where our faith is. If you are not ready to tithe (10%), I challenge you to begin
at a lower percentage/ Just give "off the top", as God blesses you, Then, in the years ahead, "grow in your
giving", by increasing the percentage.
I am totally convinced, "You and I can never out-give God"!
Everything Jesus, and the writers of the New Testament teach us, is that, "We who follow Christ, give back to
God, because of the unsurpassing love He has poured out upon us. "WE LOVE. BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US"!
(I John 4:19)
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So, on NOVEMBER 15. - "GRATITUDE SUNDAY. I invite you to put your love into action, by bringing your card
that was mailed to you. It's the card that simply says,
"IT'S ALL ABOUT LOVE" In gratitude and celebration of God's blessings, I/we intend to give:
$____________per_______.
Then PRINT and sign your name and the date. During our worship, we ask you to please place the card in the
Thank-offering box", as you come forward to receive the gift of God's amazing love, in the "Love Meal", we
call "Holy Communion".
As you prepare to share your blessings, remember these simple words......:
..........."WHAT ON EARTH. ARE YOU DOING FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE?"
And the answer to that question, 'IT'S ALL ABOUT LOVE"!
Your friend, and partner in ministry,
Pastor Dick Mathison

PASTOR DICK'S PREACHING THEMES FOR NOVEMBER
1st "BECOMING A SAINT" (All Saint's Sunday)
Isaiah 25, 6-9, Rev. 21:1-6a, John 11:32-44
8th "IT'S ALL ABOUT LOVE" (Part 1) (Inspiration Sunday)
Sharing Spiritual Gifts
I Kings 17:8-16 Gospel: Mark 12:38-44
15th "IT'S ALL ABOUT LOVE" (Part 2) (Gratitude Sunday)
Sharing Gifts-Sanctified Perspiration
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
22nd "OUR CRUCIFIED KING RULES IN LOVE" (Christ The King Sunday)
Daniel 7:9-10,13,14, Gospel: John 18:33-37
29th "HELP IS ON THE WAY" (1ST Sunday of Advent)
Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dear Valued Members and Friends of St. John's,
As we enter into the Fall Season we all look forward to cooler weather and smiling faces from our arriving winter
visitors. St. John's has had a busy summer and now we can further expand our outreach and ministries with our
seasonal guests. Summer allows us all to relax a bit but it also lets us think about what more we can do for our church
and community.
We have been blessed with the presence and knowledge of Pastor Mathison. With his compassion and care for St.
John's he has led us thru this time of transition pending our new pastor. On the subject of the call, this process has
not taken a summer break. The Call Committee has taken every step to look at every single candidate brought to us.
We have had high points with lots of anticipation and hope, to have it taken away from us on a number of occasions.
This is not a simple process and I have been very fortunate to have such a great understanding group of people to work
with. We have all come to realize this is in God's hands and he will guide thru this trying process.
St. John's has been fortunate over the summer months with new additions in our congregation. With that said we have
experienced some loss, we pray for them and there families. As we reach our year end we all should look at what more
we can do for the church. It is likely St. John's will fall short of our projected income. The church has so much to offer
to our congregation and the community. Our ministries continue to grow and will be the backbone of St. John's.
In 2016 we will have a number of positions within the council that will be open. I encourage anyone that has not been
on council or any committee to get involved. The rewards and self gratification are truly felt. St. John's works as a well
oiled machine, with many moving parts to keep the engine moving. Become a part of the machine.
Respectfully,
Mitch Phillips

Katherine Jones was called home by
our Lord Jesus Christ on October 17th

Jerry Andengaard was called home by
our Lord Jesus on October. 11th.

Two of her daughters, Deborah
Hulslander and Jackie Jones, are
members of St. John's.

Hilda and Jerry have been active
members of St. John’s.
A "Celebration of Jerry's Life" will be
held on November 7th at 11:00 am.

Please hold these families in your A celebration of Katherine's life will be
prayers for God's comfort as they held on December 19t h at 11 AM.
face their loss in the light and hope
of the resurrection.

Page 4 of 10

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a
meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's. Please
contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are
interested in being involved in a Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed!
THANK YOU to those who have answered this need.

ST. JOHN’S WORSHIP AND ART TEAM (SWAT)
Your worship and art team (SWAT)is alive and working to make this upcoming season memorable and spirit filled. I
am amazed and grateful at how this group of individuals is ready and willing to offer creative ideas and solutions as
well as just plain hard work when needed. I am SO blessed to have them at my side!
Our "brown paper packages tied up with string…" are being handed out each week (in increasing numbers) to one of
our favorite things-our winter visitors!
Many of you enjoyed our Oct 4 commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi at which we honored and blessed the animals
that God has blessed us with.
Our next worship project is Nov 1 All Saints Sunday. Worship will include a candle lighting ceremony to honor those
no longer with us along with an offering by local motion choir "Hands On High-Devotion in Motion" and our
"Celebration Singers".
Watch for more information on our Saturday November 14th (welcome winter visitors)"Birds of a Feather" Dinner.
Also coming up beginning Sunday Nov 29 weekly art reveals in our sanctuary as we prepare for the Birth of Jesus.
Another "Holy Roll Sunday" (hot fresh cinnamon rolls during fellowship) is rumored to be in the works again so in
short-stay connected or you may miss out!
Peace,
Laura Stave
Director of Music and Worship

thanks

HUGE
to Jim Anderson and Larry Lang for their diligence in completing the year-long planning and
execution of the installation of our new sound board and components as well as the beautiful wood cabinet that was
carefully designed to anticipate needs. Please offer them your gratitude when you see them!!! One or both of them
is often at the sound board on Sunday.
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are several
ways for you to make your contribution to
St. John’s other than Sunday morning.
2 Kris Hopping
5 Norma Fishkind
Julie Dale
Lane Stave
07 Robert Dixon
07 Phillip Branson
08 Bill Koch
08 Marylynn Kintner
08 Shirley Rosales
09 Christy Ansbro
11 Wendy Anderson
13 Noah Brown
14 Conner Peace
15 Madison Hulslander
16 Karla Wilson
18 James Anderson
18 Carol VanNatta
20 Terrie Heer
20 Michelle Melcher
22 Faith Loutsenhizer
25 Henry Therkildsen
27 Lillian Wilson

3 Donna & Don Olsen
6 Linda & Daryl Wolf
26 Bonnie & Larry Wolf

4 Norma Jean Woods
Nancy Frey
4 Danette Davis
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
8 Myron Yurko
Arlene Kukowski
12 Ned Millis
Linda Wainio
Linda Dempster
Debbie Barkley
14 Charlie Ash
15 Phyllis Doughty
16 Ruth Buckley
Dylon Capraro
18 Emily Hagar
19 Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
22 Eden Carroll
23 Kaitlyn Hulslander
Rachel Barela
25 David Babcock
27 Donna Olsen
Barbara Stokke
Nancy Turner
Michael Mattis

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are
available for you in the narthex, or you can
go directly to our website and schedule
your contributions on-line. Thank you for
your continued support. If you need
assistance please call Ann in the church
office.
Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document
file). Please make sure we
have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

Thank you
to all of you
who are directing your
Thrivent Choice Dollars
to St. John’s.

FIND

We hope everyone
has a
wonderful
Thanksgiving.

3
5
6
15
19
22
24
26
28

Vito & Sandra Genovese
Dick & Betty Landis
Bill & Joyce Richter
Diane & Dan McClary
Gerry & Harriet Johnson
Charlie & Beth Ash
Mark & Molly Farrin Sr
Lothar & Marji Vasholz
Jerry & Orpha Holm
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Please continue to bring bags, egg cartons (12
count), non perishable food items, etc.,
especially cereal to church as usual.
Next distribution will be November 24th.

PRAYER CHAIN: St. John's Prayer Chain celebrates 7 years this month! Thank you to the prayer warriors who have been
praying since September 8, 2008. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain. The
prayer chain is confidential and the prayer requests are sent via email. Please join us! Call Diana Lang (760) 360-2479
or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The Women's Group meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
(you may come late or leave early if needed) in the Fellowship Hall. All women of St. John's are
invited. After we gather for coffee, we have a meeting or work on a project or listen to a
speaker. The Pastor provides a Bible study and then we eat our potluck lunch. Come, join us.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month. In
addition to being an organization for fellowship and study, the club provides a financial avenue to
support St. John's programs, i.e. the St. John's Scholarship Program. It also serves as a personnel
resource from among club members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on Saturday November 21st at 8:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com /
760-345-2902 / cell 760-702-7328

SWAT (St Johns Worship & Art Team) CALL TO SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet, you are welcome to join us
as we assemble winter visitor welcome kits and prepare displays for the blessing of the animals. Fun and fellowship
guaranteed! Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for more information.

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer, there are many opportunities for you
to serve the Lord. Call: (760) 399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

ADULT FORUM WILL CONTINUE EACH SUNDAY
Pastor Dick will lead an adult forum in Room 101 in the Ministry Center. We invite people from both the 9 & 11 Worship Services
to join us. Plan to worship God as well have a discussion of how we can live God's grace in our daily lives.
THE THEMES FOR EACH WEEK
11/ 1

“Bible” (A book like no other)

11/8 “Church” (An imperfect family)
Page 7 of 10

For the Youth of St. John's, the October was a month full of service and fun! We
kicked off the month with a visit to our friends at the Washington St. Apartments. We
enjoyed an afternoon of bingo, food and fellowship. On the 17th we spent some time
with our friends from Hope Lutheran. Pastor Beth and the Youth of Hope joined us
for our "Saturday Night Light" service. Following worship we enjoyed some fun youth
group games and assembled care packages for our college students. We finished off
the month with a trip to Boomers. It was an awesome evening filled with go carts, bumper boats, rock climbing, and
mini golf. The youth are looking forward to the holidays and all the ways that they can serve their church and
community.
November Events
Friday, November 6th - 7th 30 Hour Famine
Sunday, November 8th - Rock Performs @ 9 & 11
Sunday, November 15th - Laser Tag on the Lawn 5pm
Friday, November 20th - 22nd - ELCA Middle School Gathering
Wednesday, November 25th - Pancake Breakfast @ Washington St. Apts.
Sunday, November 29th - Youth Group 5 to 7pm

Attention Sunday School Kids!
Rehearsals for our annual Christmas program begin in November.
We will be casting the show on Sunday, November 1st, so warm up
your singing voice and be ready to audition for your favorite role.

Did you know that there are 925 million hungry people in the world? There are also
20,000 children under the age of 5 that died every day this year, most from preventable
causes like hunger, poverty and disease. The youth of St. John’s would like to do
something about this, but they need your help. On Friday, November 6th the kids will go
without food for 30 hours to raise awareness of this issue as well as raise funds to help.
Please consider supporting the youth in their efforts by making a donation. All money
will go to World Vision to help feed and care for hungry children worldwide. Please write
“famine” in the memo of any additional donation that you can give.

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like
our page so that you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming
events.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Please contact Ann in the church office or make a note on your attendance slip on Sunday. If you would like to pick
it up on Sunday, it will be in the brown A-Z expanding file near the Usher Station or come by the office Monday through
Thursday. Directories are printed as requested to minimize paper waste. Members are automatically in the directory,
friends of St. John’s must request to be in the directory.
Celebration Singers will begin singing in FELLOWSHIP HALL on THURSDAYS 4:00pm-5:30.
Now is the perfect time to try us on for size (blessing)!! Questions? call Laura Stave at 760-413-0823 .

THANKSGIVING BEATITUDES
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
—Author unknown
Good news from the Tuckers! - We met with Dr. Fiener on results of an CAT Scan-pictures of the tumors-and received
very good news. It appears the tumors have reduced in sizes, varying degrees,with each tumor, but with a
measurement of cancer cells over all from 66,000 in the beginning, to just under 5,000 cells, and at this time we are
very encouraged. Dr. Feiner placed me in a 30% category of patients who have done very well, have good prognosis
for future progress. We continue with the same treatments into January 2016. The goal is to eliminate the cancer from
any growth, discover no added events in any other part of the body, and an opportunity to resume a normal but
measured active life. But now, let me tell you of the story from a answers to prayer perspective. Pat and I continue
to be overwhelmed by your prayer, which is the reason for these results. We receive daily cards, e-mails-telephone
calls-with wishes that bring tears to our eyes. I may start to read the wishes, but Pat usually finishes them for I am
overwhelmed and can no longer speak the expressions you have each presented. I do not know who first expressed
"Prayer Warriors" but I now know who they are-they are all of you.
On another note, when we discovered this life changing event, we started the process of putting things in order! One
of these decisions was to sell our home in Palm Desert. This is our desired residence in many ways for it is easier living
in California. No oxygen necessary for Pat, St. Johns Lutheran Church, the wonderful weather and the many special
friends. Family always comes first, along with life long friends, they are all in Denver. We put our home at 695 Mesa
Grande Dr. up for sale and it is scheduled to close on the 17th of Nov. 2015. We will not return to Palm Desert, our two
daughters are handling the move, and we can no longer handle the rigors of Air Travel.
None of us expect change, and we are always overwhelmed when it happens. We are overwhelmed! I is our deepest
desire to have you each know of our love and affection for you. No one can have finer friends who have provided these
new results. We hope you continue, so we to can report in a positive way when the next Progress Report is written.
You are Loved. Dick and Pat Tucker
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING
LOCALLY: Praise God, we are blessed to be a blessing!
Around our desert valley in November we may often hear the phrase
"the beginning of the season"referring to this time of the year when the
weather turns cooler and our communities bustle with people along with many festivals and tournaments and a
seemingly infinite variety of things to see and do. There will be the excitement of catching up with friends and
neighbors perhaps not seen since spring. In our church season our liturgical calendar will close one church year at the
end of November and begin a new year with the season of Advent as we await our celebration of Christ's birth. It is
truly a time of excitement and gratitude. It is a season to live each day giving praise to God and thanks for our daily
blessings.
At this special time of the year we at St. John's will again be blessed to share our blessings with those in the Coachella
Valley who can use our help. Here are four "Blessed to be a Blessing" projects which we'll be able to participate in
beginning this month:
* Coachella Valley Rescue Mission Thanksgiving meal donation box - During the first week in November we will receive
large donation boxes in which we can place provisions for Thanksgiving meals. As of the issuing time for this
newsletter we do not have a list of the specific items being requested. Be on the lookout for the large donation box
in the narthex and fellowship hall along with the list of items needed.
* Angel Tree - As in years past the Salvation Army will be sending us gift tags with names of needy children who can
benefit by the joy our Christmas gifts can bring. They will be sending us the name tags by mid-November. We will then
erect our Angel Christmas tree and the name tags will be hung on the tree. Choose a tag to purchase gifts for a child
(child specific suggestions are on each tag) and return the gifts to St. John's by mid-December. Last year we provided
gifts for more than 70 children.
*Red Kettle Bell Ringers - We again will partner with the Salvation Army to "ring the bell" for donations to directly
benefit people in need in the Coachella Valley. Last year St. John's ringers raised $2,565 in four days of ringing and
100% of that money went directly to help people in the Coachella Valley. The Red Kettle campaign will run from
Thanksgiving week to Christmas week. We have not yet received the time slots available for St. John's, but we should
also have them by mid-November. We'll make announcements and have a sign-up list for Bell Ringers as soon as we
receive our dates and times.
*Narrow Door gifts for homeless children - At our "God's Work. Our Hands." Service Sunday project in September we
assembled hygiene kits and gifts of food for distribution to homeless people mainly through the Narrow Door, a
ministry based in Indio. We plan to partner again with the Narrow Door to help bring gifts of Christmas to homeless
children. We have always had more requests for Angel Tree names than we have had name tags so this will give more
of us an opportunity to help bring some blessings to children this year. Look for our Narrow Door gift box in December.
Please note: plans for a continuing Prayer Book for the Armed Services ministry are still being drafted. As the plans
are finalized announcements will be made at worship services and in future newsletters.
In Christ,
Ruth Allen
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