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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SPECIAL DATES IN NOVEMBER

SUNDAY
9:00 AM - Traditional Service

1
2
11
23
27
30

10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101

All Saints’ Day
Daylight-Saving Time ends
Veterans Day
Christ the King Sunday
Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
SECOND SATURDAY- November 8th at 4 pm

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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November is the month for two significant observances
- All Saints Sunday and Thanksgiving. At first glance
they may not seem to have much in common: All Saints
is a solemn religious remembrance of loved ones who
have died, Thanksgiving a national celebration of the
bounty of the harvest season. And yet deep down I think
both occasions share a fundamental theme: gratitude.
This same theme is at the heart of our Autumn
stewardship emphasis.
Although remembering those who have died always carries with it a sense of
loss and grief, at its heart is a deeper thanksgiving for the gift of the beloved's
life. Even as we feel the pain of separation, we experience the love that unite us
with one another. To grieve is to know the preciousness of life and it is this very
preciousness for which we are grateful.
Although Thanksgiving is a national, secular celebration of harvest bounty, at
its heart it is a spiritual occasion. Whenever we give thanks we are opened to
the source of all good things. At its deepest level, like All Saints, what we are
ultimately grateful for on Thanksgiving is life itself - our life, the lives of those
we love, the life of the world around us.
Every Sunday at church we gather for a meal which remembers the death of a
loved one. We call this meal "the Eucharist," a word meaning "thanksgiving."
Although it solemnly recalls a death, in the end it is a celebration of life. In and
through this sacred meal we remember the life of the One who embodies God's
love and forgiveness. And our response is a thanksgiving; our faithful response
is a life of gratitude.
Peace,
Pr Richard
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Every day is a walk with Jesus. We Christians believe life is spent in the
presence of our Lord. Therefore, we can talk about every day as a day
during which we walk with Jesus. Some days we feel Jesus' presence.
Some days we feel quite a distance from Jesus. We boldly proclaim that,
regardless of how we feel, Jesus is there. Jesus walks with us every day.
As we who are St. John’s Lutheran Church consider our financial stewardship over the next few weeks, you will
be asked to think about your use of money and possessions as a part of your walk with Jesus. This is most
appropriate, because when Jesus walked this earth with his disciples, he often talked about money and
possessions. If money was a part of Jesus' first walk on this earth, it should be a part of our walk with Jesus today.
We believe that everything we have is a trust from God, given to us to care for and manage. What we do with
our money is very much a part of our relationship with our Lord. This will be our focus in the coming weeks.
For the next two Sundays we will read a bulletin insert and hear a talk in worship. Later, we will each receive a
letter from the congregation. All of these will focus on our walk with Jesus, and how money plays an important
part in this walk. Then, on Sunday, November 16th, each member of St. John’s will have the opportunity to
complete an estimate of giving card. On this card, each of us will indicate our plan for giving for the coming year.
This will not only be a plan for giving to St. John’s Lutheran Church, it will also be a plan for how we will walk with
Jesus in the coming year.
Hello all, I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones doing well. I was doing a
short temple talk Sunday(get into that later) and noticed a few good friends are back
in town. I mentioned that as fall arrives I gladly look forward to and welcome friends
and cooler weather. I would think that the rest of the locals here feel the same way.
This Fall not only brings us friends and good weather it brings a refreshed sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall and the celebration of 50 years for St. John’s. Thanks to a generous
anonymous gift you will see some wonderful improvements. This is a great compliment to our recently built
ministry center. God has truly blessed the facility and family at St. John’s.
Now to that temple talk I mentioned. I was asked to speak regarding our up coming stewardship campaign " Walk
With Jesus". Without boring those of you who had to endure that talk, I will keep it short. My emphasis is on our
up coming budget. About 5 years ago (the great recession) council made some very difficult decisions in order
to keep St. John’s financially afloat. We cut staff salaries (10%), cut back our giving to the Synod, ministries,
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission, decreased the budget for evangelism, adult education and advertising. Over
the last couple years our general fund giving has also gone down.
Thanks to Great stewardship from our staff (Ann especially) we have been able to do well, with no debt. That's
impressive. The council now feel it is time to step out in faith and get our staff compensation back in line, give
back to the Synod and local ministries. Let’s approve a budget that is not bare bones but one that can be used
to share our Mission Statement to our community "To know Christ and to make Christ known".
Thanks so much for you generosity and support to St. Johns, I really think this is a special place and would like so
many more to be able to be a part of our "family".Blessings to all and looking forward to enjoying the "cool"
season with all of you at St. John’s.
Craig Jahries, Council President
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUMS
Veterans Resources - November 9: Lothar Vasholz will give a presentation on Resources for Veterans in the
Coachella Valley. Come and learn about some of the many programs and resources available for veterans and how
you may connect with them. 10:15 am in the Choir Room in the Ministry Center

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
We've received requests from a group of people who would like to make St. John's their church home. If you are
interested, join us for a "Welcome and Orientation" Gathering between worship services at 10:15 am in Room
101 of the Ministry Center.

NEW ADULT EDUCATION OFFERING - The Gospel of Mark
On Sundays, November 23-December 14, we will begin a four-week Bible Study overview of the Gospel of
Mark-the assigned Lectionary gospel for the coming year. Come and join our discussion.

Would you like to be a Blessing to others?
Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to
members and friends of St. John's.
Please reply to Diana Lang at Diana@lcdinc.net if you are interested in being involved
in our Caring Ministry.
You will also be Blessed!
John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

CELEBRATION SINGERS

Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 4 to 5 PM in the
Choir Room.

Contact the Sorensen's:
Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday.
All your efforts are truly appreciated.

If you are interested in music, fun, and fellowship,
come by and check us out or call Laura Stave at
(760)564-0137 for more info!!
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are several ways for
you to make your contribution to St. John’s other
than Sunday morning.

Birthdays
2 Kris Hopping
5 Lane Stave
7 Robert Dixon
Phillip Branson
8 Bill Koch
Shirley Rosales
9 Christy Ansbro
11 Wend Anderson
13 Noah Brown
14 Conner Peace
15 Madison Hulslander
16 Karla Wilson
18 James Anderson
Carol Van Natta
19 Len Brickles
20 Terrie Heer
Michelle Melcher
20 Layla Espinoza
22 Faith Loutsenhizer
25 Henry Therkildsen
27 Lillian Wilson

3
6
26
26

Donna & Don Olsen
Linda & Daryl Wolf
Judy & Ben Davis
Bonnie & Larry Wolf

3 Jan Querciagrossa
4 Norma Jean Woods
Nancy Frey
Danette Davis
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
8 Arlene Kukowski
12 Ned Millis
12 Linda Wainio
12 Linda Dempster
12 Debbie Barkley
12 Laura Barrows
14 Charlie Ash
16 Dylon Capraro
18 Emily Hagar
19 Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
22 Eden Carroll
23 Kaitlyn Hulslander
23 Rachel Barela
27 Donna Olsen
27 Barbara Stokke
27 Nancy Turner

3 Sandra & Vito Genovese
5 Betty & Dick Landis
6 Joyce & Bill Richter
15 Diane & Dan McClary
19 Harriet & Gerry Johnson
20 Hilda & Jerry Andengaard
22 Beth & Charlie Ash
24 Molly & Mark Farrin
26 Marji & Lothar Vasholz
28 Orpha & Jerry Holm
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EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are available
for you in the narthex, or you can go directly to our
website and schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued support. If you need
assistance please call Ann in the church office.

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via email in
the form of a pdf file (portable
document file). Please make sure
we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

TREASURER'S REPORT
God’s light always shines through at St. John’s,
as we are continually reminded by the beautiful
“shadowing” of our Sanctuary Cross. We are so
grateful to our member who donated the money
for these projects. We have truly been blessed
at St. John' s!
The refurbishing of the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall has been completed. We want to thank
everyone who worked on this project. We
especially want to thank Vito Genovese, Laura
Stave and Curt Starkweather for doing all the "
leg work" in obtaining bids. All projects
completed had at least 2 or 3 bids from
contractors.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET
The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month. In
addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to support St.
John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs
such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND. The next scheduled meeting is November 15th
at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall with a program presented for group participation/discussion. Please join us for
breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

All women and their friends are welcome. We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month
from 9:00 am until 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We typically get together, drink coffee, and
catch up with each other between 9 and 9:30, hold a meeting, work on a project, or listen to a
guest speaker between 9:30 and 10:15, offer our prayer requests and hold a group prayer 10:15 to 10:30, Bible
study is 10:30 to 11:30 and then, eat the food we bring to share and clean up!! Bring your ideas with you
especially to the first and second meeting with any new ideas or any changes you would like to suggest. PLEASE
JOIN US!!

This was the second time St. John's received food from USD A through Second Harvest in
Riverside. So far it has worked just fine. We still buy meat, eggs, bread and cereal from FIND in
Indio, but other canned and packaged food is delivered from Second Harvest on the day of
distribution between 6:30 AM and 7 o 'clock.
I'm embarrassed to admit that I send many pleas to the Lord the day before we give out food.
"Oh, ye of little faith. " Those pleas are for our volunteers to remember to come. It was difficult to remember
every other Tuesday, but now it's every forth Tuesday of the month. Now there are a lot more on the spot
decisions to be made dealing with large quantities of food. Fortunately, it seems to work out. We 've had
wonderful help from Palm Desert Church of Christ volunteers. When we gather together in a circle of prayer
before starting distribution, I'm uplifted and inspired by everyone participating. I believe we all feel blessed to be
able to serve our Lord together. I'm also so grateful for everyone's help. Then I spend the rest of day thanking
God, asking forgiveness for having doubts, and actually look forward to our next distribution.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
“I have never understood why anyone would roast the turkey and shuck the clams and crisp the
croutons and shell the peas and candy the sweet potatoes and compote the cranberries and
bake the pies and clear the table and wash the dishes and fall into bed exhausted when they
could just as easily sit back and enjoy a hamburger or a pork sandwich.”
—The Turkey
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The youth are off and running with the new church season, and have lots of exciting things planned.
We started off the month of October hosting a "Bingo Night" at the Washington St. Apartments.
We had a great time and the residents are looking forward to seeing us next month for a pancake
breakfast. On the 11th we got together for our "Second Saturday Worship." It was a lovely service
and we had a nice turnout. We are getting bigger! Afterward we headed to Skyzone in Riverside.
The kids had a great time on all the trampolines, and even their leader got some jump time. On the
26th we came out in costume and hosted a fun Halloween event for the Sunday school kids. We spent the
afternoon rehearsing for our upcoming performances for St. John's 50th Anniversary. Be sure to join us for that
special service and see what "the future" of St. John's has to offer.
Upcoming Events
Saturday, November 8th - Second Saturday Worship 4pm / Service Project w/ Hope
Sunday, November 9t\h - Sunday school Outing - Rock N' Roll Mini Golf 1pm
Tuesday November 11th - Universal Studios (pass holders) 9am
Sunday, November 16th - Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Friday November 21st - "Middle School Gathering" in Anaheim
Wednesday, November 26th - Pancake Breakfast @ Washington St. Apts. 10am
Friday, November 28th - Football Game & Picnic (Time TBA)

Sunday school -The Sunday school kids are taking a little break from their weekly lessons, as they
have many special things coming their way. On the 26th we had our "Holy Ghost Party" which
included costumes, trick-or-treating in the Ministry Center, games, crafts and tons of fun. They also
got the chance to rehearse for their upcoming Roll the Soul performance on November 2nd.
Beginning on the 9th the kids will be rehearsing for their annual Christmas pageant. This will take
place each week during the 11:00 service. They will have three performances this year including one
at our Saturday service. We now have a monthly Sunday school outing, and this month it will
include a trip to Rock N' Roll Mini Golf on the 9th at 1pm. Please R.S.V.P. so that we have adequate
transportation.

GRATEFUL KIDS
Adults aren’t the only ones who benefit from counting their blessings. Research shows that thankful kids get
better grades, experience less depression and jealousy, and maintain a more positive outlook on life.
Experts emphasize that parents must model gratitude, especially in today’s consumer-driven culture. But
professor Robert Emmons notes that being thankful usually comes pretty easily for children. “Kids have a natural
affinity to gratitude,” he says. “They often teach parents as much or more about gratitude than the other way
around.”
(reprinted with permission from newsletternewsletter.com)

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. … from everlasting to everlasting you are
God” (Psalm 90:1-2, NIV). Thank you for your constancy, Lord.
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Our November 9th worship services will fall two days before the date November 11th- that the people of the United States honor and recognize all
those men and women who have served in our armed services. Originally
known as Armistice Day but now recognized as Veterans Day, the date was
chosen because of the fact that an armistice (a temporary cessation of
hostilities) in what we now know as World War I, occurred at the 11th hour on the 11th day of November, 1918.
In 1926 the U.S. Congress issued a resolution calling for the annual remembrance of the date which stated in
part, "it is fitting that the recurring anniversary of this date should be commemorated with thanksgiving and
prayer and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual understanding between
nations". The resolution further directed the President to annually "issue a proclamation calling upon officials to
display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on November 11 and inviting the people of the
United States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies
of friendly relations with all other peoples."
In 1938 Congress acted again, designating the date a legal holiday to honor veterans and to be dedicated to the
cause of world peace. In 1954 at the urging of numerous veterans organizations Congress changed the 1938 act
to strike out the word "Armistice" and insert the word "Veterans" in the original act, changing the focus to honor
veterans of all wars while also keeping the focus on the awareness of the high human cost of wars and the need
to strive for peace.
In keeping with that tradition our church will honor our own veterans during our worship services by recognizing
those among us who have served in our armed services. Additionally, between services we will have a forum
which will discuss some of the programs in place within the Coachella Valley to serve veterans and current
military. Lothar Vasholz will provide information on some of the organizations which form a coalition of service
groups joined together as the Veterans Easy Access Program (VEAP) in our desert community. The variety,
depth, and great number of the important services available in the valley may surprise you. They provide some
excellent examples of service opportunities. We invite you all to attend the presentation and join in a discussion
of how jointly we at St. John's can serve and support those who have served and currently serve their country in
the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines, and Navy. Perhaps together we can realize ways as people of faith
we can share God's love in ministry to our veterans. Please come - your participation is needed!

A HYMN OF PRAISE
The familiar hymn often called “The Doxology” or “The Common Doxology” was written by Thomas Ken in 1674
as the concluding verse of a morning hymn, “Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun,” and an evening hymn, “Glory
to Thee, My God, This Night.” The lyrics are appropriate for any time of giving or thanksgiving. Consider using this
hymn as your Thanksgiving dinner prayer.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Some church bodies have altered the words to “The Doxology” slightly, but the overall sentiment — praising the
Triune God — remains the same. How profound to know that when we sing it, we join Christians around the
world and across nearly 440 years!
(reprinted with permission from newsletternewsletter.com)
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Donation boxes are available in
the Sanctuary and in Fellowship
Hall.
The boxes will be picked up
November 24th.
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