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Worship Schedule

Special Dates in May

Saturday 4 PM
Sunday

7
10
14
16
24
25
31

9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class - 107

National Day of Prayer
Mother’s Day
Ascension of the Lord
Armed Forces Day
Pentecost
Memorial Day
Trinity Sunday

Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101
11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105

Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:
Dick Mathison, Interim Pastor : pastormathison2015@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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My Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s: (From your pastor and friend. Pastor Dick)
THE SEASON OF EASTER is my favorite time of the year to be in the pulpit and share the
Good News of our crucified and risen Christ. All of our Gospels and Epistles for the 7
weeks of Easter show us that our God is "within reach". This is one of the hardest things
for many of us to grasp and get hold of, the promise that because of Easter our God is
so close to us, He is actually "within our reach". So often we limit our vision by thinking
of God as "outside of us", or "up in the sky somewhere". Thank God because of Easter
we can confidently say with St. Paul, "Christ in you. Christ in me. The Hope of Glory".
AS I CONTINUE TO GRIEVE THE DEATH OF MY WIFE KAY, MY SOUL-MATE FOR 55 YEARS, I want you to know that
my ministry at St. John's is helping me move forward to a new stage in my grief journey. It also gives me an
opportunity to share in my preaching where God is enabling me to grow. I'm discovering that for me, honestly
facing my loss, with the love and support of my church family and friends helps me to re-invest the emotional
energy from my past, as Kay's caregiver, into doing my interim ministry with you at St. John’s. What a dynamic
congregation I see in the people of St. John’s. This church is poised for growth and a healthy future, as we call our
next pastor. My major concern is that we get the "best match" for our congregation, because it is very much like
marriage. Please make this your #1 priority in your daily prayers. Pray too, that the pastor who is recommended
to the congregation by the Call Committee and the Church Council will have the same clarity of believing that he
(or she) is the "right match" for St. John’s.
SOME GOOD NEWS ABOUT PENTECOST, MAY 24. We plan to welcome a number of people who want to make
St. John’s their church home, and the day is set for Sunday, May 24. We've chosen that day, because its when we
have our annual summer barbeque on the Memorial Day weekend, following our one worship service at 10 am.
We want our new members to meet new friends and feel a warm, royal welcome into our church family. So mark
that day on your calendar, and be with us for both our worship and the barbeque. One more request, since May
24 is the day of Pentecost, we would like you to wear something "the color of red". It's the color of fire, the color
that reminds us of the Holy Spirit who descended that day to ignite the church and give it birth with the fire of
God's love.
MORE GOOD NEWS ABOUT OUR SUMMER SCHEDULE. At our church council meeting on April 21, the decision was
made to continue our present worship schedule every week.
Every Saturday afternoon at 4:00 - Rejoice and Renew (When you have a conflict and cannot be with us Sunday,
be sure to come on Saturday and also bring a friend)
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 - Traditional Worship
11:00 - Praise Worship
Remember, the only exceptions will be on the Sundays of Memorial Day (May 24) and Labor Day (Sept. 6) when
we will have one service at 10:00, followed by an all congregation barbeque with great food, fellowship, and music
together.
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Dear Members and Friends of St. John's,
I want to thank all the Members, Friends and Winter Visitors for the super attendance
during the Lenten period.
We wish our seasonal visitors a safe trip home and thank you for all the wonderful things you do for the
community and St. John's. We will look forward to seeing you this fall and you are in our prayers as always.
On a daily basis the call committee is working on the process of finding us a Pastor. I know many of you have
served on a call committee and understand the process. Even though it is very rewarding, the process requires
MUCH patience. It is in God's hands to lead us through this process and find the right fit for St. John's. Please keep
us in your prayers.
This month we also recognize Administrative Professionals Day. I wish to thank all the staff at St. John's for the
dedication and personal care for overseeing the church. We are blessed with special people. In addition Pastor
Mathison has been our gift from Heaven. Not only has he filled in for our time of need but he brought new and
fresh ideas, along with some new members.
In no way do I consider Council people administrators of the church, but want to recognize them for all the work
they do. A strong council is part of a strong church. I feel fortunate to have that body of people around me.
St. John's is likely to see some positive changes over the next few years. Don't be afraid of minor changes, be
open-minded, but don't be afraid to speak-up. We want all of your involvement. As a congregation St. John's will
grow and be strong. We have so much to offer.
Thank You for all of your support!
Yours in Christ,
Mitch Phillips
President

MEMORIAL DAY / BARBEQUE
Sunday, May 24th for the annual St. John's
Memorial Day Barbeque.
Come for the fun! / Come for the burgers!
Come for the music!
We will have one blended church service
at 10:00 followed by our barbeque lunch.
Watch for your RSVP form in the up-coming weeks.

SOME GOOD NEWS ABOUT OUR SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
We will keep our same schedule each week: Saturday afternoon - at 4:00
Su nday morning at 9:00 - Traditional Worship
11:00 - Praise Worsh ip
The only exceptions will be the Sundays of Memorial Day (May 24) and Labor Day (September 6) when we
will have one service at 10:00, followed by an all congregation Barbeque with great food, fellowship, and
music together. Mark your calendars and come!
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PRAYER MINISTRY: Please call Diana Lang (760-360-2479) with any prayer request or praise you would
like supported through our prayer ministers. Prayer needs are sent out promptly by Diana through email.
You must have the person's permission for Diana to send out the email request for prayer. If you would
like to be one of our prayer partners, please contact Diana.
CARING MINISTRY: Please call Diana Lang (760-360-2479) when someone is either hospitalized,
recovering at home, or any other situation where a personal visit from Pastor Dick or one of our visiting
ministers would be helpful to you or your loved ones. In addition to the pastor, we also have Eucharistic
lay visitors who bring the sacrament of Holy Communion to those who are home bound.
GRIEF MINISTRY: Please call Pastor Dick Mathison at St. John's (760-345-2122), or at his home at
(760-393-8485) for support in the loss of a loved one.

May Preaching Series ~ Pastor Dick Mathison

Call Committee

Theme: “RAISED WITH CHRIST

Mitch Phillips - Chairman
Ben Bridges
Judy Burke
Sally Jahries
Diana Lang
Norma Jean Woods

May 3rd 5th Sunday of Easter
Gospel” John 15:1-8 & 1 st John 4:7-21
“Learning How To Love”
May 10th 6th Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day
Gospel: John 15:9-17 & 1 John 5:1-6
“We Can Only Pass It On”
May 17th 7th Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 17:6-19, 26 & 1 John 5:9-13
“Letting God Love You”

Church Council
Mitch Phillips
Millie Taylor
Sherry Silver
Christy Ansbro
Curt Starkweather
Ruth Allen
Larry Lang
Ben Bridges

May 24th Pentecost
Gospel: John 15:26-27 & Acts 2:1-21
“On Fire For God”
May 31st - Holy Trinity
Gospel: John 3:1-17 & Ephesians 3:14-19
“Jesus Wants To Make His Home In You”

Is it enough to think today
Of all our brave, then put away
The thought until a year has sped?
Is this full honor for our dead?
Is it enough to sing a song
And deck a grave; and all year long

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Deacon
Evangelism/Outreach
Music & Worship
Trustee

Forget the brave who died that we
Might keep our great land proud and free?
Full service needs a greater toll,
That we who live give heart and soul
To keep the land they died to save,
And be ourselves, in turn, the brave!
—Annette Wynne
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are several
ways for you to make your
contribution to St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.
4 Paul Stucki
Robin Young
Christopher Alacano
5 Wade Adams
6 Irma Mouland
Andrew Gatch
7 Connor O'Brien
10 Richard Ogle
16 Jerry Buckley
18 Tanner Stave
Payton Erdahl
21 Judy Burke
Cherine Radley
22 Rick Sorensen
23 Melton Bockman
26 Bella Rose D'Alessio
27 Ruth Cumber
28 Linda Wolf
Michael Sindoni
29 Abigail Kohfield
30 Sarah Melkonian

2 Bill Richter
Lynn De Rosier
5 Dyann Upshaw
Brody Brown
6 Mary Louise Shields
7 Ellen Read
Meghan Davis
8 Karen Sorensen
9 Gracie McIntire
13 Doris Keniry
17 Linda Patterson
Carol Riggs
Troy Silver
19 Orpha Holm
Trace Oliver
21 Linda Fielder
Nolan Beier
23 Cindy Millis
Tyler Parsons
Farrah Brown
30 Dick Tucker
Austin & Avery Lopez

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms
are available for you in the narthex, or
you can go directly to our website and
schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued support.
If you need assistance please call Ann
in the church office.

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered
via email in the form of a
p d f f i l e ( p or t a b l e
document file). Please
make sure we have your
email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

4 Shirley & Tom Laffin
Jo & Phil Larson
7 Judy & Mitch Phillips
11 Anita & Myron Yurko
18 Marylynn & Jim Kintner
21 Marilyn & Walter Miller
22 Phyllis & Bill Evans
25 Diana & Larry Lang
29 Sara & Frank Van Patten

9 Betty & Paul Stucki
Jackie & Ken Severa
12 Deborah & Garland Hulslander
14 Toni & Dick Laker
Karen & Rick Sorensen
15 Ruth & Jerry Buckley
16 Gabriela & Mark Mouland
17 Pat & Dick Ogle
18 Betty & John van Keulen
19 Mindy & Don Davis
16 Carol & Charles Riggs
29 Marilyn & Don Brockman
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“For happiness one needs security, but
joy can spring like a flower even from
the cliffs of despair.”
—Anne Morrow Lindbergh
***
“If at first you don’t succeed, do it like
your mother told you.”
—Author unknown

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer
chain. Requests are confidential. Call:
Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455
fijordsmen@yahoo.com to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

or email -

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Wed dings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship and study, the club provides a
financial avenue to support St. John's programs, i.e. the St. John's Scholarship Program.
It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs such as the
annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on May 16 at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey
duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902 / cell 760-702-7328

The women's group will have their final two meetings for the season Wednesday May 6
and Wednesday May 20. We will be making some important decisions, so come and help!
Come anytime between 9:00 am and 12:30 pm for fun food and faith. We will begin to
meet again in September.

VOLUNTEERING
IS

Attention one and all.............. If you are interested in serving the Lord and St.
John's by being a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant, please let us know. It
is a rewarding job and a great opportunity to meet members of the
congregation.
Please call or email Curt Starkweather for the opportunity to serve.
(760) 399-1982 rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com
th

May 10 is Mothers’s Day
say a prayer, give a hug, share the love Happy Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is happy for many and hard for some.
Help me be sensitive to those around me today. Amen.
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Greetings Easter People!
I am overwhelmed with the response to my request for a Worship and Arts
Committee. We now boast 13 members who are a POWERHOUSE of
creativity, insight, and ability! I am blessed to have them praying for and
working with me as we move forward to make the most of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit in our worship at St. John’s.
Our weekly 4:00 Saturday service continues this summer as we nurture it to meet the needs of our younger
worshipers. Thanks to our resident woodworker/craftsman Vito Genovese for making adjustments to our prayer
cross. Thanks also to Millie Taylor, Sherry Silver, Larry Lang, and Jarod Farrin for help with ushering, sound and
power point. MANY thanks to Molly Farrin who remains the visionary and organizing force of this service. Please
pray for this worship "baby" of ours as it grows and matures!
Summer is such a great time to grow and build momentum. Our winter visitors have flown but we "year-round"
residents are still very present and raring to fuel up and propel St Johns forward! We are planning exciting
worship and fellowship opportunities on Sunday May 24th PENTECOST so mark your calendar, get out your red
Pentecost Sunday apparel, and stay tuned !!!
In Easter Hope and Joy,
Laura Stave
Director of Worship and Music
760-413-0823

Mother's Day Bingo and Dessert Social
Come join us for a fun afternoon of bingo, and delicious desserts.
We will be celebrating Mothers but all are welcome!
After Bingo, all are invited to attend our Saturday worship service.

Saturday, May 9th @ 2pm in Fellowship Hall

Saturday, May 30th is "Thrivent Night" at Palm Springs Stadium. Come enjoy Power
Baseball and a pre-game barbeque with your fellow Lutherans. The barbeque begins at
5:45 pm and the game begins at 7pm. Tickets are just $10 and will be on sale after the
services beginning May 3rd.
THERE WILL NOT BE A SATURDAY WORSHIP MAY 30TH DUE TO THE GAME.
Members are also invited to join the choir in singing the National Anthem. If you are interested,
please contact Nancy Swanlund at Our Saviors 909-856-3085
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The youth of St. John's were busy in the month of April, exploring their faith and spending time
together. We started off the month with Easter celebrations! On the 4th we hosted a special Easter
Event for the Sunday school kids. The youth did an amazing job with set-up, running games, serving
treats and helping with crafts. Afterward they got a chance to ride the giant waterslide! Following
the fun event, the kids welcomed guests to our new Saturday worship. The next morning they were
back in church celebrating Easter with their families. On the 9th we headed down the street to
Southwest Church to enjoy an inspirational message from "Soul Surfer" Bethany Hamilton. Thank
you to Lothar Vasholz for sponsoring the youth for this special event. The 12th was a youth group night. We had
an awesome night filled with Bible study, games and a Nerf war! We wrapped up the month with another fun
youth group night with devotion, pizza and arcade games!
May Events
Saturday, May 9th - Mother's Day Bingo 2pm / Worship 4pm
Sunday, May 17th - Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Sunday, May 24th - BBQ / Slip-N-Slide 11am
Sunday, May 31st - RTF / Youth Choir Rehearsals1pm

The Sunday school kids are back to their weekly lessons after having a break for Palm Sunday performances as
well as enjoying Easter worship with their families. They enjoyed a fun Easter Event on April 4th which included
an egg hunt, giant waterslide, games, crafts and treats. Our next special event will be the end of the year
celebration at the Aquatic Center in early June. Summer is just around the corner! Mark your calendars for
Vacation Bible School July 6th through 10th .

Sundays – CONFIRMATION CLASS 10:10 AM in the Ministry Center, room 107.

WORSHIP & ARTS TEAM
Are you interested in helping to shape our worship life here at St. John’s ? If you have an interest in liturgy,
music, artistic design & decorating and/or advertising & publicity, please contact Laura Stave (760) 413-0823.

Tenor Mario Rios presents "A Thanks In Song".
Fall in love with some of the most famous arias and Broadway hits! Listen to such composers as Tosti, Puccinni,
Verdi, Gershwin, and more. Saturday May 9 6:30 pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church.

May 28 – 30 it the Twenty-Eighth Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly
Pastor Dick along with Sally and Craig Jahries will be our representatives this year.
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY and GLOBALLY: Bible Reflection
Hours & Providing Prayer Book for the Armed Services
Bible Reflection Hour at The Palms
After meeting with two residents at The Palms senior living apartments in La
Quinta, we agreed to meet in their Chapel for "Bible Reflection." Rather than a more formal ongoing study,
what seems to be needed now is time for people to come together, read scripture, and reflect on topics. Our
first reflection get-together will be Monday, May 4th at 11A.M. If you would like to join us, please contact
Ruth Allen (760-251-2251 or allenjimruth@directv.net.)
Prayer Book for the Armed Services
Since our April 11th serving veterans and active military presentation several people have expressed interest
in providing Prayer Books for the Armed Services to chaplains so they can be distributed to active or retired
military members. If you are interested in joining this group effort please look for inserts later in May with
the weekly worship bulletins or in an email which will be sent to all people on St. John's email list this month.
You may, also, contact Ruth Allen directly for more information on the Prayer Book or the effort to provide
the books for the benefit of our armed force members. If you want to order books for your own use or to
directly distribute them yourself you can do so at http://elcachaps.com/- click on Prayer Books and then
Order Here and you will be taken directly to the Augsburg Press website location to order as many of the
Prayer Books as you want.
While you are at the http://elcachaps.comwebsite, please explore the resources available to congregations to
support chaplains, people serving in Federal institutions (including VA hospitals and prisons),as well as our
armed forces service members. The website is being and will be updated regularly. The site is inspiring and
thought-provoking as well as providing useful information for us all.
NEPAL AREA EARTHQUAKE
The Situation:
Sections of the city’s historic center lie in rubble. News reports indicate
that more than 3,500 people have died and thousands are injured in the
valley surrounding Kathmandu. The death toll is expected to rise as
people are believed to be trapped under rubble. Deaths have been
reported in neighboring India, Tibet and Bangladesh. The tremor also
set off a deadly avalanche on Mount Everest.
Our Response:
Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to walking with our brothers and sisters in Nepal, as rescue efforts
and assessments continue. The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) has launched an immediate large-scale
emergency response with its emergency team in Kathmandu at the LWF offices, which have escaped the
worst impact of the quake. The ELCA is the only U.S. member church of the LWF. We are also working with
Lutheran World Relief and church partners from ACT Alliance to coordinate the response, which includes the
distribution of immediate life-saving supplies such as water, food, shelter and medication to people injured.
See more at:
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Nepal-Eart
hquake#sthash.SPG5fDim.dpuf

Page 9 of 9

