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Sunday Worship Schedule

To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Special dates in March

9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class - Room 107
11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
Saturday, March 8 / 4 PM Saturday Worship begins.

1 Second Sunday in Lent
6 World Day of Prayer
8 Third Sunday in Lent
Daylight-Saving Time Begins
Girl Scout Sunday
15 Fourth Sunday in Lent
20 First Day of Spring
22 Fifth Sunday in Lent
29 Palm/Passion Sunday
March 29 - April 4 Holy Week

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses: Church office: st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 1 at 2:00 PM - Musical Extravaganza IX - Our annual program with ice cream, cake and silent action after
the show. We have some young students in the valley participating in a talent contest. Additionally we'll have
some of our church talent to enjoy. Tickets are still available for $10.00 per person (kids get in free) Don't miss
this wonderful program.

March 8th

Daylight savings time ends.
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LETTER TO CONGREGATION FROM PASTOR DICK MATHISON

Dear Members and Friends of St. John's;
Someone wisely said, "Life is what happens after we've made other plans". St. John's is postured
to begin a new chapter with the calling of a new pastor. Pastor Richard and Cyndi had made their
plans for leaving at the end of February, and the pastor whom we thought was going to begin March 1, will not be
coming to St. John's. Now the Call Committee is going back to work to select the pastor who will be the best match
for our St. John’s. God often works in mysterious ways. One of my favorite Old Testament verses is, "A man's mind
plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps." How true! The best laid plans sometimes fall apart, but thankfully we
learn and we grow, and often discover that the most important thing in the equation is that the Lord Himself is
directing our steps. So with that confidence I said "yes" to our council president, Mitch Phillips, when he and the
church council asked me to step up to the plate and be the interim pastor beginning Sunday, March 1.
Many of you at St. John’s know me because I have been your interim pastor on two other occasions. The first was
after Pastor Dave Babcock retired on Jan 1, 2000. The second was in the Fall of 2002, between Pastor Dan Morris
and prior to the arrival of Pastor Charles Riggs. That second interim ministry lasted until February of 2004 (over
15 months). Like Pastor Richard, I have had the Intentional Interim Ministry training, and have utilized it at St. John’s
and in my third interim ministry at Redeemer Lutheran in Garden Grove, CA.
St. John's has always had a very special place in my heart that goes way back to 1998, when Pastor Babcock
welcomed Kay and I to worship with you. With Kay's death one year ago in February, I found that St. John’s was a
real godsend. The pastoral care from Pastor Richard, and the love and support of St. John’s was a gift I will treasure
for the rest of my life. The celebration of Kay's life on March 15 with Laura, Samantha, Dick Tucker, all of St. John’s
musicians from the Praise Service, and the wonderful reception in Fellowship Hall under the direction of Diana Lang,
Ann Rhein and Maria Hunt brought me and my family nearer to the heart of God.
St. John’s is ready for some new challenges. These past years we've completed the building expansion program, and
thanks to you and your generous gifts, it is all paid for. St. John’s is now debt free. This past year thanks to a
generous memorial gift, our sanctuary has been remodeled to make it even more beautiful and worshipful. We even
have new tile in Fellowship Hall.
Another reason I said "yes" to assist as your interim pastor is that I see strong leadership at St John’s. Ministry is
really a "team effort" and I am confident that God does his best work when each of us uses our individual gifts to
bring out the best in each other. I am coming on board at the busiest time of the church year, with Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter. But I am confident you each will do your part to pray, encourage, and continue to give your generous
support so that St. John’s is ready for it’s new chapter. Thanks for your trust in me. I am deeply grateful to Pastor
Richard who has faithfully walked with us through this transition time. We pray for God's hand to be upon him and
Cyndi as God calls them to another corner of his kingdom.
I want you to know that I am available to assist in any way I can, so that this last step in St John’s transition will go
smoothly. Some of you may have need of a pastoral visit. I only ask that you let me know so I can make contact.
When someone in your family goes to the hospital, please call me or Ann at the church office.
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One last thought, let's commit ourselves to make prayer the central part of everything we do in these next months.
This church is the Body of Christ, and Christ is the Head. We are all individual parts of his body. Prayer is what makes
each member of the body work together in harmony with Christ. Would you join me in praying every day for St.
John’s, especially our Call Committee, and our Church Council? Pray for them by name, be an encourager, let them
know you care enough to pray for each of them. And please remember to keep me in your prayers too. Pray that
I will get out of the way and let Christ work through me. Let's claim this Biblical promise that God gave at the time
of change of leadership from Moses to Joshua, "Be strong and of good courage. Do not be frightened, neither be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."
Your friend and partner in ministry, Pastor Dick

Call Committee
Mitch Phillips - Chairman
Ben Bridges
Judy Burke

Sally Jahries
Diana Lang
Norma Jean Woods

Church Council
President - Mitch Phillips
Vice-President - Millie Taylor
Secretary - Sherry Silver
Treasurer - Christy Ansbro

Deacon - Curt Starkweather
Evangelism/Outreach - Ruth Allen
Music & Worship - Larry Lang
Trustee - Ben Bridges

PREACHING SERIES FOR SUNDAYS OF LENT
Pastor Dick Mathison
Theme: "ALL THE WAY TO THE CROSS”
March 1st "God Defines Himself By Suffering Love"
2nd Sunday in Lent - Gospel. . . Mark 8:31-38
March 8 "God's Inside Job As We Face Our Shadows"
3rd Sunday in Lent - Gospel. . . John 2:13-22
March 15 "God's Love Gives Itself Away"
4th Sunday in Lent - Gospel. . . John 3:14-21
March 22 "God Walks With Us Thru Death to Life"
5th Sunday in Lent - Gospel. . . John 12-20-33
March 29 "God's Way - Brokenness To Wholeness"
Palm/Passion Sunday - Gospel. . .Mark 15:16-39
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Dear Friends in Christ,
It is such a privilege to be taking on the role of Director of Music and Worship at St John’s! I feel incredibly
blessed to be working with some of the Coachella Valley's top musicians at a church that loves to sing and praise
God. I look forward to this opportunity and I ask for your prayers as I learn and develop how God intends to
work through our worship at this special place.
Because our "Second Saturday" worship was so well received, we are proud to announce a NEW WEEKLY
WORSHIP opportunity beginning 4:00 SATURDAY MARCH 7th. This service, led by our own Sarah Hagar, is a
contemporary, acoustic guitar service. It is a simple, interactive, and intimate worship including prayer around
the cross and communion at the table. I hope you can check it out!
Our new Worship and Art Committee had its first meeting in February. You may have already seen some of their
work in our newly decorated-for-Lent sanctuary…BIG thanks to Sharron Troy, Jackie Kramer, Diane McClary, and
Pastor Richard for taking that on. We will be gathering again in March to plan for Easter and invite any of you
"creatively inclined" to join us! Please contact me if you wish to be added to our roster and receive meeting
notifications.
Are YOU gifted in sound, electronics, computer, power point, etc.? I would LOVE to enable you to use these skills
to serve God at St. John’s! Believe me, when you get involved with the great people at St. John’s you will not
only be a blessing -you will be blessed in return!
Laura Stave
Director of Worship and Music
760-413-0823

A HUGE THANK YOU for all the hospitality and generosity that you have shared with us.
Our farewell gathering was so warm and heartfelt and we were deeply, deeply touched
by it. Thank you again for your kind thoughts and words.
We will miss you!
Pastor Richard and Cyndi Rollefson

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S
On February 22nd we welcomed the following people to our church family. We are blessed to have you!
Marilyn Brockman - Marylynn & James Kintner - Kathryn & Loren Liesemeyer
David Shurick - Karen Travaglino - Freda Zellmer
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VOLUNTEERING
IS

Attention one and all.............. If you are interested in serving the Lord and
St. John's by being a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant, please let us
know. It is a rewarding job and a great opportunity to meet members of the
congregation.
Please call or email Curt Starkweather for the opportunity to serve.
(760) 399-1982 rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a
meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's. Please
contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are
interested in being involved in a Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed!
THANK YOU to those who have answered this need.
Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Wed dings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

COACHELLA VALLEY RESCUE MISSION invites you to "Mission for the Mission"
6th annual "no-tap" bowling fundraiser.
March 14, 2015 ~ Canyon Lanes @ Morongo 495 Seminole Dr., Cabazon. Cost is $27-00 per person and includes:
3 games, ball & shoe rental. Check-in at 12:30pm, bowling starts at l:00 pm, $20 goes to CVRM to help the
homeless in our valley. Limited number of entries available-REGISTER SOON!! Thrivent Financial will donate $1
for every $3 donated to CVRM this year! Non-bowler sponsor/donations always appreciated. All registrations &
entry fee should be submitted NO LATER than March 8, 2015. Please contact, Head Elder, Chuck Allison, c/o
Peace Lutheran Church, 74200 Country Club Drive, Palm Desert, CA 92260. Questions - contact Chuck Allison at
760-345-9212 or email at CA4PAR@AOL.COM PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: PLC

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly
appreciated
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are
several ways for you to make your
contribution to St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.
3
4
6
7
11
12

13
16
17
19

23
26
27
28

29

30

Makenna Jones
Shirley Laffin
Justin Johnson
Dorothy Cleveland
Deborah Hulslander
Betty van Keulen
Ken Severa
Elizabeth Waaler
John Read
Riley Jo Purdy
Dan Flahive
Ernie Espinoza
Dorothy Azer
Pat Tucker
Lily Bartram
Jett Peterson
Ed Ahlmeyer
Sam Hansen
Ed Hewitson
Duke Frey
Jackie Kramer
Merv Bjerke
Bonnie Wolf
Hannah Van Patten
Carla Dixon
Connie Boston
Carol Swent
Ryan Bartram

2 Alice Zilinsky
Patrick Karst
4 Carol Karin Mouland
6 Clint Sattler
7 Raquel Wise
Bryce Jankowski
11 Barb Grans
12 Jordan Donnelly
13 Paige Warren
14 Lois Koch
Sue Branson
15 Bud Boston
17 Joan Laudig
20 Laura Stave
20 Ariana Espinoza
21 Janet Peper
24 Norma Campbell
Sherry Silver
26 Marcia Vashaw
27 Gabriela Mouland
29 Mindy Davis
30 Peter Louis

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms
are available for you in the narthex, or
you can go directly to our website and
schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued
support. If you need assistance please
call Ann in the church office.

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered
via email in the form of a
pdf file (portable
document file).
Please make sure we
have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

1 Patti Mathis & Michael Miller
4 Lois & Bill Koch
10 Sue & Phil Branson
Jo Le & KC Wilson
24 Dyann & Jim Upshaw
3 Bud & Connie Boston
4 Lane & Laura Stave
14 Len & Betty Jo Brickles

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like
prayer for you or someone else,
please contact one of the people
listed below. This group stretches far
and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask
the person’s permission to be placed
on the prayer chain. Requests are
confidential.
Call:
Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or
Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
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The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship and study, the club provides a
financial avenue to support St. John's programs, i.e. the St. John's Scholarship Program. It
also serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs such as the
annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND. The next scheduled meeting will be on March 21
at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for breakfast and fellowship.
Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902 / cell 760-702-7328

All women of St. John's are invited to the Women's Group the first and third Wednesday
mornings of each month. The time is from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm (you may come late or
leave early if needed) in the Fellowship Hall. After we gather for coffee, we have a
meeting, work on a project or listen to a speaker. The Pastor provides a Bible study and
then we eat our potluck lunch. Come, join us.

St. John's served over 7,000 people in 2014. I can't imagine how many tons of food were
distributed over that time period. But the most meaningful part of FIND is the joy of
providing food and supplies to those who are struggling. Members of St. John's have
continued to generously fund this outreach program to the point that when I see a
product at the warehouse such as Tide or hygiene items or a pallet of yogurt, I can
purchase them without worrying about running out of money and provide each family
with quality products.
We are meeting this month to develop a plan to keep FIND at St. John's. I have mentioned stepping down (more
than once), but have postponed the final step over a span of two years for one reason or another. Now that my
back (sciatica) has curtailed my activities, it's obvious even to me that a change is in order. So please include
FIND in your prayers and together, with the Lord's blessing, St. John's will continue to serve those in need.
Thank you. Jackie Kramer

REACHING OUT AND SERVING GLOBALLY IN RWANDA
We recently received an update from The Rwanda School Project, an effort we first learned about a year ago in a
presentation given between services here at St. John's. The Project's mission is to provide high quality secondary
education in Rwanda. They opened the Rwamagana Lutheran School in 2010 to offer a secure and nurturing
school environment that transforms vulnerable youth into future leaders and problem solvers who champion
environmental sustainability and social change.
The school teaches English, mathematics, history, and science with a particular emphasis on educating girls and
older students. As a Lutheran school focus is also given to reading the Bible and deepening faith. The school is
building a culture of reading and even has built a time each week into the school schedule when everyone stops
(including teachers) and reads.
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The school has made such progress that in 2014 the school had visits from universities in the U.S. and Europe
recruiting students in the Rwamagana Lutheran School to come to their university. Another mark of progress where in the past people never expected to even get through a day, now students at the school talk about the
careers they plan to pursue, the places they want to visit, and how they hope to impact the future of Rwanda.
This year the school has begun receiving science equipment for their new science lab. The ELCA Young Adult in
Global Mission volunteer who is serving at the school this year is helping them inventory the supplies as they
arrive.
The school does, also, report they need help with support for student tuition, room and board, and teacher
salaries. Long range they hope to build a boys dorm and a new library (they have already built a girls dorm,
10-classroom two story school building, and a science building.) To find out more about The Rwanda School
Project and how to support it visit their website www.rwandaschoolproject.org.
REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY:
SERVING AND SUPPORTING OUR ACTIVE AND VETERAN MILITARY MEMBERS
Please reserve Saturday, April 11, 2015, on your calendars. On that day we invite you to join us for lunch and
two presentations. One will focus on ways you can join those working within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America to support active military force members and veterans. The other will focus on assisting veterans with
obtaining benefits and services including housing.Our planned speakers are Pastor Scottie Lloyd and Clinton
Hollins.
Pastor Lloyd, currently pastor for Our Savior Lutheran Church in San Bernardino, is a retired US. Army Colonel
and ELCA Federal Chaplain. He is the lead for the Working Group for Congregational Liaison for the ELCA Bureau
for Federal Chaplaincy Ministries. Pastor Lloyd will explain what a Federal Chaplain does and the importance of
the position and the need for support for seminarians interested in becoming chaplains. Also, he will explain
what the Prayer Book for Armed Forces is and how we can help provide it to military members. Additionally, he
will introduce us to the new ELCA website and other resources which will provide help and direction for
congregations seeking resources to assist veterans and members of the armed forces.
Clinton Hollins formerly worked for the Veterans Administration as a benefits counselor helping veterans obtain
services and benefits. He now assists veterans and their families with obtaining assisted living and long-term
care arrangements. He is an expert in helping military veterans learn how to access benefits and services to
which they are entitled.
If you are a military veteran, an active member of the armed forces, a family member of a veteran or a military
family, or a citizen concerned about the supporting the faith needs of our military members or looking for other
ways to support our active and veteran military you'll want to come to our presentation and get involved. Hope
to see you there!

Thank you to . . .
* everyone who helped with Pastor Richards’ farewell luncheon.
* all of our “chefs” and their helpers for the soup suppers.
* Sunday Service Assistants
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The youth of St. John’s have been busy exploring their faith and enjoying their time together.
We kicked off the month with a performance from Rock the Flock. Then we headed out to the
Silver’s house for our annual Superbowl Party. The kids had a great time watching the game,
enjoying the commercials and eating tons of food! They even had played their own football
game during halftime. Thank you to Sherry Silver for hosting. On the 7th we got together for
youth group which included a Bible Study, pizza and a fun game night. On the 13 we headed
out to the Riverside County Fair and National Date Festival. The kids enjoyed a full day of
carnival rides, and of course that awesome fair food! On the 22nd we got together for another youth group Bible
study night, and finished out the month preparing for our big Musical Extravaganza and Silent Auction.
Upcoming Events –
Sunday, March 1st – Rock Performs at 9 & 11 / Musical Extravaganza 2pm
Sunday, March 8th – Boomers 1pm
Sunday, March 15th – Pancake Breakfast 8am to Noon
Saturday, March 28th – “Do You Believe” at the River (following Saturday worship)

The Sunday school kids are busy with their weekly lessons and looking forward to Easter. On the 15th we took a
fun trip to the Living Desert. The kids enjoy spending time together outside of church. Thank you to the Bridges’
for driving and helping with supervision. We have two more big events on the horizon. Please see Molly for
details and to register.
Upcoming Events –
Friday, March 20th through Sunday, March 22nd - Elementary School Retreat @ Luther Glenn
Saturday, April 4th – Children’s Easter Event 2pm

INDULGE FOR LENT?
Rather than sacrificing something for Lent — Patty Kirk, in Guideposts magazine, suggests finding new ways to
indulge in God’s presence. Surely one can do this by having extra devotions or attending Lenten worship
services. But Kirk offers these ideas:
•
•
•
•
•

Spend time outdoors, sensing God’s magnificence.
Spend time with others, extending generosity and compassion. Remember Jesus’ promise that when you
care for others, you care for him (Matthew 25:31-46).
Pray for the “little things,” coming before God in childlike trust and feeling peace.
Watch attentively for God’s answers to prayer, and receive them as reminders of his presence.
Turn anxiety into prayer. As you frame concerns as prayers and entrust them to God, you “sacrifice” the
tendency to wallow in worry.
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