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Sunday Worship Schedule

Special Dates in June

9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Study/Discussion - Ministry Center Rm. 101

8
14
15
15
21

Pentecost
Flag Day
Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
First day of Summer

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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LAST SATURDAY WORSHIP
Over the summer months we are planning a new worship service on the last Saturday
of the month—Last Saturday —(June 28, July 26, August 30) at 4:00pm.
This will be a contemporary, informal, family-friendly worship (including communion),
followed by break-out discussion/Bible study sessions for adults, youth and children.
We're hoping that this will be a warm-up for a regular weekly Saturday service
beginning in October.

CALL COMMITTEE – At a congregational meeting on May 18 a St. John's Lutheran Call Committee was
elected. Members of the committee are: Mitch Philips, Norma Jean Woods, Sally Jahres, Diana Lang, Ben Bridges
and Judy Burke. Committee members will begin their work with a joint Church Council, LIFT Transition Team and
Call Committee meeting with Pacifica Synod Staff in early June. We will have more details as their work
progresses.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings
* Retirements * Graduations * Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET
The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group
of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month.

The ladies of St. John’s will begin
meeting again in September.

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a meal, or a
friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's. Please contact Diana Lang at
760-360-2479 or email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are interested in being involved in a
Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed!

If anyone is interested in being a Service Assistant (Usher, Reader, or Communion Assistant) please
contact Millie Taylor at iammillietaylor@gmail.com
Everyone is welcome!
Page 2 of 9

Although we are still in the fifty days of the Easter season, it will
soon be Pentecost. Pentecost celebrates the outpouring of the Spirit
that first gave birth to the Church. Jesus promised his disciples that
he would not leave them alone and helpless, but would send a
presence to provide counsel, hope and encouragement as they
continued to minister in his name. It is this mysterious, indwelling,
empowering presence that we celebrate on Pentecost and throughout
the season to come.
What Pentecost and the out-pouring of the Spirit means is that the Church – including St.
John's Lutheran Church – is a part of God's unfolding plan to bring hope and healing to a
broken and hurting world. St. Paul uses the image of the Church as "the body of Christ" to
help us understand this God-given ministry and mission. In and through our baptismal calling
we are commissioned to continue the ministry of Christ: to proclaim the good news of God's
love, to touch the wounded with hands of healing, to go to those in need of hope and peace.
At times it may seem that it is beyond our capabilities to live out this high and holy calling.
But that's really what the Holy Spirit is all about: it is not by our own strength or power that
we are Christ's body but through the counsel, encouragement and strengthening of the Spirit's
presence with us. As we trust in and rely upon the gift of divine inspiration to fulfill our
calling, we ourselves are renewed. It is this promise of the Spirit – the gift of Pentecost and
our own baptisms – that is the sacred source and sustaining presence of our life and ministry
together.
Peace,
Pastor Richard

Sunday Adult Forums for June (between services in Room 101)
"Speaking in Parables" A discussion series on Jesus' characteristic way of teaching.
Led by Pastor Richard
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Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,

2 Bill Richter
Lynn De Rosier
5 Dyann Upshaw
5 Brody Brown
6 Mary Louise Shields
7 Ellen Read
7 Megan Davis
8 Karen Sorensen
Gracie McIntire
13 Doris Keniry
17 Linda Patterson
17 Carol Riggs
17 Troy Silver
19 Orpha Holm
19 Trace Oliver
21 Linda Fielder
21 Nolan Beier
23 Cindy Millis
23 Tyler Parsons
23 Farrar Brown
28 Susan Youmans
28 Andrew Sindoni
30 Dick Tucker
30 Austin & Avery Lopez

July 1 -10
1
2
4
5

Steve Sindoni
Bill Taylor
Bill Winters
Sam Corwin
Frank Van Patten
6 Kelly Trembley
7 Jacob Hernandez
9 Carmen Flanagan

9 Betty & Paul Stucki
12 Deborah & Garlan Hulslander
14 Toni & Dick Laker
Karen & Rick Sorensen
15 Ruth & Jerry Buckley
16 Terrie & Gary Heer
Gabriela & Mark Mouland
17 Pat & Dick Ogle
18 Betty & John van Keulen
19 Mindy & Don Davis
26 Carol & Charles Riggs
29 Marilyn & Don Brockman

newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have
your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

PEACE FOR TODAY
May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly
where you are meant to be.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are
several ways for you to make your
contribution to St. John’s other
than Sunday morning.
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers)
forms are available for you in the
narthex, or you can go directly to
our website and schedule your
contributions on-line. Thank you
for your continued support. If you
need assistance please call Ann in
the church office.

May you not forget the infinite possibilities
that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have
received, and pass on the love that has
been given to you.
May you be confident knowing you are a
child of God.
Let this presence settle into your bones,
and allow your soul the freedom to
sing, dance, praise and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.
—St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)

“A God wise enough to create me and the world I live in is wise enough to watch out for me.”
—Philip Yancey
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The youth of St, John's have been busy serving the congregation and gearing up for summer.
We started out the month of May with a performance from Rock the Flock. The kids brought
a message about the gift of God's love and grace with their song "I'm a Receiver" Later that
day, we got together for a fun youth group where we discussed the summer calendar and
rearranged our memory board. On May 10th, the youth hosted a "Mother's Day Bingo and
Dessert Social" in Fellowship Hall. We played bingo, ate some delicious desserts and enjoyed
fellowship with our St. John's friends. It was a fun afternoon for all, and many have requested
that it be a monthly event! (I'm working on it.) Thank you to Jim and Ruth Allen for all of their
help with this special event. Sunday the 18th was Confirmation Sunday, and two of our youth
members were confirmed in their faith.

Congratulations to Dylan Silver and Austin Stone, our newest voting
members of St. John's! Thank you to Pastor Richard, who did a lovely job of
making the entire service all about the kids, and to Craig Jahries for working
with these young men for the past three years. On the 25th, the kids got
together to rehearse for their upcoming Youth Sunday performances.
Finally, we wrapped up the month with the Palm Spring Power game on the
31st. It was great to share a fun game of baseball and fellowship with our
Lutheran Community. The summer youth calendar is all planned and ready
to go. This summer's events will include, fun outings, movie nights,
summer camp, Vacation Bible School, service for FIND distribution and a
new monthly contemporary worship service. Please be sure to check out
our website and Facebook page to keep up with the summer schedule.

Congratulations to our
Confirmands!

June Youth Events
Sunday, June 1st - "Youth Sunday"
Saturday, June 8th - Relay for Life at "Wet & Wild" Palm Springs 10am
Saturday, June 14th - Santa Monica Pier
Tuesday, June 17th - FIND Distribution 7:30am
Friday, June 20th - "Spirit West Coast" 3pm in Ontario
Saturday, June 28th - "Last Saturday" Contemporary Worship 4pm

Sunday school - The Sunday school kids are working hard on their weekly lessons. Lately, I have been
astonished by all of the intelligent and meaningful questions I have been getting from the kids. It is a good sign
that they are learning and growing in their faith. Sunday school continues throughout the summer. Vacation
Bible School is scheduled for July 14th - 18th. The theme is Son Treasure Island and we are still in need of
volunteers. Contact Molly for more information.

Vacation Bible School July 14th-18th @ 6pm. Come join us on an island
adventure and discover the rich treasure of God's love through the life of Jesus.
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CHURCH-WIDE SERVICE OPPORTUNITY - "God's work. Our hands."
Service Sunday 9/7/2014.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has called on ELCA churches across the United States to join in a
"Service Sunday" on September 7, 2014. St. John's congregation will join with other ELCA churches on that day,
putting our faith into action by engaging in service activities within our community and living out our ELCA motto
of "God's work. Our hands." The day will be an opportunity to celebrate who we are - a people freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbors.
How can we best serve and demonstrate our love for our neighbors? That is something that we as the people of
St. John's need to decide together. Towards that end we are asking for your ideas. On Sunday, June 8 and
Sunday, June 15, inserts will be included within the Sunday bulletins asking for you to write down your ideas for
projects which we could work on together on September 7th. This might be one large project to which everyone
could contribute or several smaller ones which groups of people could work on. Our aim will be to identify
service activities which will allow everyone to participate in some way no matter their situation, youths and
adults alike. All of our individual ideas will be gathered and a group of church leaders will make
recommendations on which ideas to participate in on the 7th of September.
Here are some examples of activities which other churches have undertaken: spending the afternoon visiting an
assisted living facility; taking music to a nursing home; delivering baked cookies to police or fire departments;
serving a free lunch for the neighborhood; gathering toiletry kits to send to refugees; helping out at shelters;
delivering a meal to a mission; and many, many more!!!
So what service activities shall we as Christians here in the Coachella Valley participate in? What impact would
you like to make in our community? How can we as a congregation meet needs within the community? Perhaps
there are activities you are already participating in or ones in which you'd like to participate and which you think
would be good way for our church to help others.
Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve with other people of St. John's on September 7th and
contribute your ideas. Look for the "GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS" SUNDAY service ideas box on June 8 and June
15 and drop-off your suggestions. Or email your ideas to allenjimruth@directv.net or st.johns@verizon.net.
Steps to turn those ideas into action will begin in July.

FATHER'S DAY
The first celebration of Father’s Day is thought to have been in July 1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia. Grace
Golden Clayton suggested the special observance to her pastor after a deadly explosion in a nearby town killed
361 men.
Soon after, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, wanted to show her gratitude to her father, who’d
cared for the family after his wife died. Dodd asked her pastor to choose a June Sunday to honor all fathers, and
he selected June 19, 1910. In 1924, President Coolidge suggested that Father’s Day become a national holiday.
In 1966, President Johnson designated the third Sunday of June to be Father’s Day. Six years later, President
Nixon instituted Father’s Day as a national observance.
Newsletternewsletter.com
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For Grace to Labor
The things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us
grace to labor for. Amen

Thomas Moore, England 16th century.

I read this quote, unaccompanied by musical notes, sandwiched between hymns 408 and 410 in a Methodist
hymnal last Sunday and felt a "heart tug." The word labor brought FIND to mind with all the different aspects
that program incorporates. Even though tons of food are handled each month, it's not hard labor, because there
have been enough volunteers willing to do the work.
Andrea has been a invaluable partner and shepherds the volunteers from Palm Desert Church of Christ on
Tuesdays. Pastor Richard Linares and his wife, Yolie, and others from Connected to the Vine congregation are
helping, and a few others from Hope Lutheran and St. Margaret Episcopal Church round out the team.
There are many benefits of being "in charge" of this special group of volunteers. One of them is to witness
countless acts of kindness or to find out afterwards how someone went the extra mile to help a stranger get
their groceries home. I think it all boils down to heart tugging evidence of God's presence in the hearts of
strangers. What do you think?

Aloha! Maholo (thank you) for the opportunity to
attend the 2014 Pacifica Synod Assembly in
Honolulu, Hawaii. It is always exciting to see that
many Christians in one place, much less that many
Lutherans! And, it is such a blessing to be a part of
the "big picture" of our church.
Our Assembly experience began on Wednesday
afternoon with a warm reception, accompanied by
Hawaiian music. Our opening and closing worship
services were held at the beautiful and historical
St. Augustine by-the-Sea Catholic Church. The
church was just across the street from our Hotel.
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We gathered each morning for prayer and Bible study . The itinerary included Credentials reports, Keynote
speakers, a report on the ELCA, a Budget hearing, a Nominating Committee Report, a Treasurer's Report, Synod
Council Elections and Anniversary recognitions. Each day was filled with opportunities to participate in the
Assembly. In addition, for early birds, Bishop Murray Finck offered Stretch and Pray on the beach each morning
at 6:30am. Also, 4 Resolutions were presented for voting. All 4 passed.
On Thursday, after the morning's business, we were offered a choice of excursions. First of all, our bus stopped
at the Lutheran Church of Honolulu where we were served, as someone said "tongue in cheek", a traditional
Hawaiian meal. Actually, we were served chili, rice, salad and cookies. This is the meal the church prepares and
serves each week to the homeless. It was a wonderful experience to see the church volunteers in the kitchen,
including the Pastor, and realize they do all this work once a week for the homeless. Then we adjourned to the
Sanctuary where speakers from the other islands told us about their churches. One touching point was a lady
from the church on Kona who said God woke her up one night to tell her "make sandwiches"! She had no idea
what that meant. Later, she realized He was telling her to feed the hundreds of homeless children who, with
their parents, live on Kona, the Big Island. The Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwiches the church began with
progressed into full box lunches including milk, possibly the only meal these children might eat that day. We
were astounded to learn this homeless problem exists in Hawaii!!
After lunch, back on the bus to tour Pearl Harbor and the Punchbowl Cemetery. Our tour leader, who is a retired
military Chaplain, was a fountain of humor and information who claimed to only lose 10% of the people each
time the bus loaded and unloaded. He herded us up by shouting "If you are Lutheran, follow me"! He was
wonderful, and we were proud to be recognized as Lutherans to everyone around us!
Workshops were held on Friday afternoon. Diana attended "Self Care: Maintaining a Balance to Serve Others".
This workshop was held by two facilitators. One speaker taught us how to be a "whole" person by incorporating
all facets of our being, including the realization that we are a new creation in Christ. The other speaker took us
through some "brain gym" exercises to improve our communication and perspective. Both segments were
excellent . Information is available upon request.
Larry attended "Faith Formation in the Digital Age". This lively workshop focused on our ever changing world in
the area of communication. If you are familiar with email, IPhones and texting you know that land phones are
quickly disappearing. So, CHANGE IS A MUST, like it or not, in order to keep up. Most of our youth no longer
bother with emails much less phone calls. They communicate by texting, Facebook, You Tube or SKYPE. Even
texting has its flaws, because often you do not know the intent of the message because you cannot see or hear
the person. So, sometimes intentions are misinterpreted. We may receive the content, but we do not know the
emotion unless you add some smiley faces or other symbols to what you write. Chat rooms and website
possibilities were explored for better communication with the youth of today, to enable us to invite them to
worship with us and come to know the Lord.
Diana also attended "Ho'opono Pono and Hawaiian Churches". This fascinating workshop was held by the Senior
Pastor of the First Chinese Christian Church. He explained how the Hawaiians "talk story" in a family council
(Ho'opono Pono) to improve family relationships or heal hurts within the family. It is similar to an intervention
but the difference is that no one is taken by surprise. All participants are there voluntarily. The leader can be an
elder of the family or even the Pastor of their church. This is a Hawaiian tradition which was practiced long
before they embraced Christianity, and continues today. The Pastor also explained the origins of the Hawaiians
and the different religions represented on the islands . Fascinating.
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Larry also attended "Ministry Outside the Church Walls: Congregation and Community". Larry learned that
CHANGE IS A MUST, in order for today's churches to survive. An example was given about a church that gave out
food to the needy, compared to a church that gave out food, but also prepared meals and sat down and ate with
the needy. Which church do you think increased in membership? So, ministry should not to be just a "hand out",
content must partner with emotion. It is not just about what we do but HOW we do it! Also, as we know, today's
youth (and also most young adults) have no interest in attending church. Changes MUST be made to attract
youth and young adults, or we face extinction. Perhaps St. John's should look at a separate service that is not
traditional nor praise, but totally youth oriented? You may have already noticed that Larry's workshops
"dovetailed" on the CHANGE IS A MUST, CONTENT AND EMOTION, and YOUTH themes. Hmmm. Is God trying to
tell us something? St. John's has already taken a big step in CHANGE by sharing our facility with another
denomination. However, more steps of change are needed. Your ideas are welcomed!
After the day's business and workshops concluded, we were treated to a special Luau at a Hotel reserved for
Military and their families. Several U. S. Marines and their families attended the Luau and were thanked for their
service. The Royal Hawaiian Band, founded in 1836, graciously furnished music before the buffet. The cultural
entertainment was provided by Thrivent Financial.
One of the greatest joys we experienced by attending the Synod Assembly was that the Presiding Bishop of the
ELCA, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton was available to attend. After hearing her preach twice, we totally understood
why she was elected to her position. She is down to earth, warm, humble and also a comedienne! We were also
blessed to be given communion by her at the closing ceremonies. Her theme was, "We're Lutheran" "We're
Together" and "We're Church for the sake of the world" Also, we are "Team ELCA!" and "Without the Risen
Christ, we are Nothing".
Fun Fact #1: Hawaiians LOVE Spam and even have an annual Spamboree! And, we heard they even have Spam
burgers at McDonalds although we did not check it out.
Fun Fact #2: Hawaiians celebrate Aloha Friday every Friday with fireworks! Much as we Mainlanders have TGIF!
So, we worshiped, prayed, broke bread, learned, played and shared communion together as the body of Christ.
Diana brought home from the Assembly: "You do not acquire the presence of God, you come to realize He has
been there all the time". (Rev. Elizabeth Eaton) Which dovetails John 15:16 "For you have not chosen me, I have
chosen you." Larry brought home from the Assembly: "You cannot NOT be Christians!" (Rev. Paul Krichner) If
you are a Christian, everywhere you go, you proclaim Christ to the world by your behavior, even if you do not
speak a word!
If you have never attended a Synod Assembly, we highly recommend that you "put your name in the hat" in the
future, regardless of where Assembly is held. You will be Blessed!
Maholo for letting us "talk story" with you, for the privilege of being there to represent St. John's and for being
there with us in spirit.
Aloha! Diana and Larry Lang
Video recaps may be found at: www.pacificasynod.org/Assembly.htm
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