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Worship Schedule

Sunday

Special Dates in June
14th

Flag Day

10 To 10:45 Coffee Fellowship

16th

Father’s Day

11:00 AM Praise & Worship

21st

First Day of Summer

22nd

Pastor Charles Retirement Luncheon

9:00 AM Traditional Service

11 AM - Kids Church

Dear Friends,
Reminder that our worship life schedule and styles are not changing this summer, . . .remember?! I've had
people coming at 10:00 and asking when we're going to change the times. We aren't! We're committed to
worship times and styles as we've been, 9:00 am traditional and 11:00 am praise. Come on out and support.
Come early at the second service and get in on the fellowship hour!
June 1st is a nice community wide fellowship outing in our fifth annual Thrivent sponsored BBQ and Power
Baseball game, for Lutherans throughout the valley. BBQ is at 5:30 pm and the game follows the National
Anthem done by our combined choir efforts, at 7:05 pm. Address is 1901 E. Baristo Rd., Palm Springs.
June 2nd is a Youth Sunday with Rock the Flock and our young people helping to lead the services. We're
grateful for their spirit and enthusiasm in our worship life and their interest also in activities into our community.
June 3rd Single and Parenting, our new program begins at 5:30 to 7:15pm. Your support and interest is helping.
We're told that from small beginnings, some wonderful things are both possible and helpful.
June 9th continues the Time after Pentecost as one of teaching and growing in the life of the Christian. The texts
celebrate God's ability to highlight a new lease on life. Both God's word and our sacrament together bless our
time.
June 16th is Father's Day on the calendar. The enormity of our sin is countered by the deep mercy of God in our
lessons. The power of forgiveness is often understated in our lives perhaps, but so capable of turning grief to
joy, and guilt to hope again. This is true in our families and in the family of God.
June 23rd finds us looking into lessons and prayers that acknowledge the cries of a sorrowing world. Our
communion is meant to counter the sadness and sin of our world with the death of Jesus until he comes. It is
meant as an affirmation about how much God has done for us. Hope and healing come in God's time.
June 30th Glen Egerston, co-director of LRCC, Lutheran Retreats Camps and Conferences will lead worship.
Perhaps he'll bring some of his camp counselors with him. His wife's name is Lauri, his co-director. Our Michole
Farrin is one of the counselors with the camp program. Their operation covers El Camino Pines, Luther Glen,
Camp Yolijwa, and Beach Camp. It'll be a camp day I'm sure!
Have to say I'm grateful for the nine and a half years of ministry here and being very much at home at St. John's.
It was a great match with the needs we had at the time and the kinds of things that I enjoyed doing. The kind of
match that we have is pretty important in the endings and beginnings we face. Thanks for the memories and
spirit shared through all the years. We had some good times with joy and also times of holding on to each other
when it was it was hard. Looking forward to faith and blessing for us all.
Love, joy, and peace - Pr. Charles

From Your COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Well, as we all know by now, Pastor Charles is retiring from his ministry at St. John’s.
Carol is also retiring from her teaching position in the Palm Springs Unified School
District. I once again would like to wish them the best and may God shower his
blessings upon them as they enter a new chapter in their lives. I am certain that God
will continue to use them for His Glory for many years to come.
We cannot be expected to replace Pastor Charles, as with all the members of "The
Body" he is unique with specific gifts and talents that have been much appreciated and valued over the last nine
years. What we can do, is accept that God will provide us with a Pastor, along with his or her unique gifts and talents,
that will embrace the "Body of Believers" here and work mutually with us to help lead St. John’s into its new chapter.
Change can be difficult, unsettling, scary. Change can also be exciting, invigorating, uplifting. Will it be challenging?
Of Course. But If I remember some of Pastor C's sermons, challenges to the church are what keeps us moving
forward and strengthens our faith walk. It's what keeps us grounded and reminds us that we are not in control, God
is. It’s what reminds us that sometimes our time line is not Gods time line. The challenge that faces us is a wonderful
opportunity to examine who and what St. John’s was, is, and will be. This challenge is nothing unusual in our Synod.
Pastors retiring and accepting calls to other congregations are all part of the normal ongoing process in the life of
the church. Maybe even comparable to a tree when it loses its leaves, it goes through a growing stage and comes
back healthier and stronger. We are losing more than leaves, but I am confident that we will be healthier and
stronger when this process comes to a close.
This transition comes to St. John’s at a time in our history (since I've been attending for the last 20 plus years) that
I could not be more pleased with. Ministries and outreach moving forward, community involvement growing, music
ministry as strong as ever, youth group, small, yet active and involved in our congregation and community, a vibrant,
strong relationship with our winter visitors and friends of St. John’s, a wonderful new ministry center and warming
area. Last but not least, the love, fellowship and commitment the Body of Christ here at St. John’s shares with one
another and those in our community. I am truly looking forward to what God has in store for us to grow and become
even stronger in "Knowing Christ and Making Christ Known".
We were given great information from the Synod, when Bishop Finck met with the council and congregation on
Tuesday the 14th of May. If you were unable to attend, there will be handouts that were presented at the meeting
in the church office. A few highlights of that meeting: First of all, the call process will not move as fast as many would
like. That is a natural response, however after many years of our Synod working with congregations during the
process, patience and prayer are paramount. A normal time frame from retirement announcement to a Pastor
accepting the call is around a year. There are many steps and sequences to follow outlined by the Synod. Without
going into detail, I will say that it all makes good sense and is a great guideline to follow. Communication is also of
the utmost importance. The council and staff will be working at all times to keep St. John’s in the loop as to what
is happening. With that in mind, I would let you know that council has met with the Bishop, has met and discussed
our transition and is in contact with the Bishop’s office coordinating the steps and time line to work on a smooth
transition.
"I can do all this through him who gives me strength" Philippians 4:13
Let’s be patient, follow the path laid out by those who know best, remember that no one person is bigger than the
church, remember who is in control and Pray, Pray, Pray...........
Blessings,..........Craig Jahries

In
June

June
2 Bill Richter
Lynn De Rosier
5 Dyann Upshaw
6 Mary Louise Shields
7 Ellen Read
Megan Davis
8 Karen Sorensen
9 Gracie McIntire
13 Doris Keniry
17 Carol Riggs
Troy Silver
19 Orpha Holm
Trace Oliver
21 Linda Fielder
23 Cindy Millis
Tyler Parsons
27 Zachary Fischer
28 Ruby Wiggins
30 Dick Tucker
Austin & Avery Lopez

9
10
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
26
29
30

Betty & Paul Stucki
Ruby & Chuck Wiggins
Deborah & Garlan Hulslander
Toni & Richard Laker
Karen & Rick Sorensen
Jerry & Ruth Buckley
Terrie & Gary Heer
Gabriela & Mark Mouland
Pat & Dick Ogle
Betty & John van Keulen
Mindy & Don Davis
Carol & Charles Riggs
Marilyn & Don Brockman
Sheila & Fred Kressierer

V B S 2013 July 8th - 12th
Join us on our Wild West Adventure as
we have a rip-roarin' good time with
Jesus! HELP NEEDED IN ALL AREAS.
Contact Molly at 534-6624 for details or
e-mail mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
If anyone is interested in being a Service
Assistant (Usher, Reader, or Communion
Assistant) please contact Millie Taylor at
iammillietaylor@gmail.com.
Ushers are especially needed at the
9 AM Service.

July 1 - 10
1
2
4
5

Steve Sindoni
Bill Taylor
Bill Winters
Sam Corwin
Frank van Patten
6 Kelly Trembley
9 Carmen Flanagan

The writer of Hebrews
instructs us to “Pursue
peace with everyone”
(12:14, NRSV). In the
spirit of peace and
Christian love, we
extend the hand of
friendship to all.

Thank you so much for your
cards, phone calls, visits, and
especially your prayers.
I feel blessed to have such
caring friends.
Betty van Keulen

THE POWER OF ATTITUDES
Attitude is the mind’s paintbrush.
It can color a situation gloomy and
gray, or cheerful and gay. In fact,
attitudes are more important than
facts.
—Mary C. Crowley

A note from the office:
Your requests to keep both services
during the summer were listened to and
discussed at council. A vote was taken
and the decision was made by your
Church Council to keep both services.

Your request being honored has
presented an opportunity for more
volunteer positions being available
for service assistants.
Please contact Millie at the above
number and give a little of your time.
Thank you.

(combines evangelism and mission opportunities)
by Lothar Vasholz

Global Mission Maps: Global Mission Maps are available in the Narthex. The map reflects the world wide
activities of the Lutheran Federation. The Federation is notable for its low cost of over head--with a high % of
funds donated flowing directly to on-site projects. The Federation is composed of ELCA churches in the United
States--and Lutheran Churches in other countries.
Malaria Fund: Three years ago the Synod set a target of $250,000 to support efforts to prevent malaria. A total
of $1757 was raised by voluntary contributions during the Pacifica Assembly. Spokespersons are confident that
the objective of $250,000 will be reached by the time of the ELCA Nationwide Assembly in August.
Mission donations: St. John's contributed $10,800 to Synod mission in 2011 and $500 in 2012. These totals do
not include the donations to mission by special activities of our Youth, Men's and Women’s groups, sale of Fair
Trade items, contributions to the Malaria Fund, and other activities. We are assembling all donations to others
by St. John's and also planning a workable approach for contributing thru our main budget.
Pacifica Synod: The Synod includes 117 ELCA congregations in an area reaching east from the Pacific coast,
(excluding Los Angeles), to the Arizona stateline. North from the Mexico/US border to the north boundary of
Riverside County. ELCA churches in Hawaii are also part of the Pacific Synod.
Single and Parenting Program: The program begins June 3rd . There are 13 sections. Each section stands alone,
any missed can be "made up" at a future date. Members/friends of St. John's are welcome to observe and/or
participate in the program. We will meet every Monday evening 5:30-7:15 pm. Snacks will be provided. Molly
Farrin and Lothar Vasholz are co-facilitators for this project.
Washington Street Apartments: We have met with the manager, Juanita Nielsen; who is circulating a
questionnaire to determine what activities are of special interest to the residents. After enough returns are
received we will meet with Juanita and jointly plan to support appropriate activities. Molly and Lothar are also
co-facilitators for this project.

THANK YOU to everyone for their help on funding and participating in the Tour de Palm
Springs. We raised $1913 for scholarships, administered thru the Men's Club.
St. John's Men's Club says THANK YOU!

The ladies at St. John’s are on a summer break with no meetings until September. The
publishers now have the cookbook information and it will be ready to sell at our annual
bake sale in November. We think everyone will be delighted with the cookbook! Happy
summer, everyone!

Summer's heat from the sun has always been a problem for us. It was the
Sun vs FIND workers on Tuesday mornings. Patio umbrellas and fans were
our only defense until recently. For close to a month, we have been able to
roll down a sun shade that shields the double doors to the FIND room. Not
only does it help, but it looks great!
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Because we distribute food supplied by the Dept. of Agriculture, we are not
allowed to bring up the subject of God or our faith in Him. If one of our
recipients brings the subject up, then we can. But, there is nothing to stop
us from leaving Bibles on the table where food bags are distributed. This all
started about two months ago, when one of our recipients asked a
volunteer if he could take a Bible from church. Our volunteer didn't think
so, but told him that he would look into it. Later on, he happened to
mention it to the church council and Lothar Vasholz took it from there. At
first, we only had them in English. One of the women in line pointed to the
Bibles and said, "Spanish?" I said "no" but I'll look into it. Well, now we have
them sitting next to the English. At least 15 bibles have found homes. We
don't ask if a recipient would like one. They have to ask first. The first
question usually is, "Is it free?" The Lord found a way for us to spread the
Good News and feed the needy in more ways than one. It makes you smile,
doesn't it?

A NEW OLD WAY TO PRAY
An ancient Jewish form of prayer, still in use today, involves sprinkling one’s day with short prayers of gratitude
to God. The prayer typically begins: “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who …” and
concludes with a phrase that fits the specific situation. Such a prayer works well in good circumstances and bad.
For example:
• “Blessed are you, O Lord ... who has provided clean water for my shower this morning.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who brings friends to support me in my grief.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who has blessed me with a keen mind; please help me focus while I take this test.”
• “Blessed are you, O Lord … who holds my children in unconditional love.”
Try using this form of prayer liberally as a way to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and to weave
your faith throughout your day.

June 16 th

The youth of St. John’s had a great time in May as they said goodbye to another school year
and another church season. We started off the month with a fun youth group on the 5th.
The kids ate pizza and played a game of waffle ball out on the lawn. The 12th was Mother’s
Day and the youth made the day special with a Rock the Flock performance, coffee fellowship
service, and flowers for all our wonderful Moms. The 19th was Confirmation Sunday and we
got to see two of our friends get confirmed into their faith. Congratulations to Jarod Farrin
and Emily Hagar on their accomplishment. We are happy to have them as voting members of
St. John’s. We finished the month with youth group in preparation for our upcoming Youth
Sunday.
June Events – Sunday, June 2nd – “Youth Sunday” / Scholarships
Saturday, June 8th – Santa Monica Pier
Wednesday, June 19th – Movie Night 6 to 8pm

Attention kids! St. John’s is offering $150.00 camperships to all Youth and Sunday school
members who want to attend LRCC camps (Lutheran Retreats Camps and Conferences) this
summer. Please see Molly for details.

The Sunday school kids have been busy with their lessons each week. They are having a great time learning
together and welcoming new friends. On the 12th Roll the Soul had a special performance for Mother’s Day and
the kids gave gifts to the moms of St. John’s. Sunday school classes will continue throughout the summer.

VBS is July 8th – 12th 6 to 8pm. Register Now!
Email Molly Farrin at mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net

congratulations to
Jarod Farrin and Emily Hagar
who were confirmed on May 19, 2013

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or
someone else, please contact one of the people listed
below. This group stretches far and wide via e-mail.
Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed
on the prayer chain. Requests are confidential.
Call:(760) Diana Lang ~ 360-2479
Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Marji Vasholz ~ 221-6571

WHAT IS THE ELCA GLOBAL MISSION UNIT?

The Global Mission unit is the administrative group within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (of which
St. John's is a member church) which is responsible for helping to coordinate our mission work outside the
United States. It, also, serves as the channel through which churches in other countries engage in mission to
ELCA churches. The ELCA put the church wide Global Mission unit in place to steward and facilitate faithful,
sustainable, and effective mission relations.
The ELCA Global Mission's overall goal is to increase the capacity of both the ELCA and its companion churches
and organizations in other countries to participate in God's reconciling mission through proclamation and
service. As part of a global family of Lutherans we are able to connect with other Christians and church bodies
and act on God's direction to us to love and serve others.
Thanks to unrestricted offerings of mission support dollars and designated gifts to the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal, ELCA International Disaster Response, and designated projects, the ELCA engages in God's mission in
more than 90 countries around the world through companion churches and institutions. An example of one
such project is the ELCA's support to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile (Iglesia Evangelica Luterana en
Chile - IELCH). The ELCA provides support to the IELCH for mission outreach, theological education and youth
ministry. Some of the specific objectives of the youth ministry project include training youth leaders; organizing
national gatherings; motivating youth to integrate into the life and workings of the church; promoting faith in
action projects; and advising youth groups in order to obtain their own legal status that permits access to
communal and governmental funds.
To raise our awareness of ELCA mission activities and opportunities through Global Mission we will be publishing
short descriptions of current Global Mission activities, events, opportunities, and services. Look for updates in
our weekly bulletins and St. John's monthly newsletter. Together we will learn how we are helping others in the
world through our support of St. John's as well as how we as a group and individuals can participate in future
mission work. How exciting: "God's work, our hands!"
This information on the ELCA Global Mission was taken from the website www.elca.org/globalmission where you
can find more information on mission activities and how we can participate as a church as well as individually.

“Rest is not idleness,” said John Lubbock, “and to lie sometimes on the grass on a summer day
listening to the murmur of water or watching the clouds float across the sky is hardly a waste of
time.”
Most of us need more, not less, rest built into our daily routine. Only when we are quiet can we hear God’s
whisper. Summer is a great time to find a peaceful, outdoor spot to read, rest and pray — even if only for a few
minutes. God is eagerly waiting for us to make space for him.
Reprinted from newsletternewsletter.com

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE June 24th
The next newsletter going out will be a combined July/August issue.

