42695 Washington Street Palm Desert, CA 92211
(760) 345-2122

The“Good News” Paper
July/August 2014

Volume ~ 6

Sunday Worship Schedule

Issue ~ 1178

Special Dates in July
4th

9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM

U.S. Independence Day

14-18

Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101

Vacation Bible School
No special dates in August

11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Last Saturday Worship - 4PM

September 7th - 10 AM
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE

July 26th / August 30 / September 27th

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ and to
Make Christ Known
Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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Come to me all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Matthew 11:28-30
In the gospel text for the first week of July, Jesus speaks to his disciples in
a special way that I think we often overlook. We are used to hearing and
thinking of discipleship in terms of work and struggle but not as "rest."
In Eugene Peterson's translation, The Message, this same passage from
Matthew is rendered in a particularly compelling manner:
Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me.
Get away with me and you'll recover your life. I'll show you how
to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me - watch how
I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.

"Learn the unforced rhythms of grace" is a beautifully brief summation of the
gospel of God's grace revealed in Christ. It is in and through Christ that we
recover our lives and learn how to truly rest in God. I hope the coming weeks
of summer will include Sabbath time for all of us where we may experience
the "unforced rhythms of grace".
Peace,
Pastor Richard

Page 2 of 8

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT
Friends of St. John’s,
With the election and work of the Call Committee, St. John’s is progressing in the important task
of calling a full- time Pastor. We have a well-rounded group of members who bring a lot of
experience and thought to the table: Judy Burke, Ben Bridges, Sally Jahries, Diana Lang, Norma
Jean Woods and myself. The Bishop's office and Pacific Synod staff has been very helpful in giving
us guidance on how this process works best. From past experience in locating our current interim
Pastor, the process works.
Patience is very critical to finding the correct fit for St. John’s. Please trust in the process and the
people you have elected to these positions. We will keep you informed on the progress of our
work. Please feel to e-mail me or the committee members with any comments, suggestions and
possible candidates you may have in mind.
As always a prayer never hurts and ultimately the Lord will guide us to and thru this exciting
process.

Sincerely,
Mitch Phillips
Vice President - Church Council
Call Committee Chair
E- mail : MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need
arises for a ride, a meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members
and friends of St. John's. Please contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or
email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are interested in being involved in
a Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed!
THANK YOU to those who have answered this need.

If anyone is interested in being a Service Assistant (Usher, Greeter, Reader, or
Co m m unio n A ssist an t ) p le ase co n t a ct M illie T aylo r at
iammillietaylor@gmail.com or phone 760.296.3252
Everyone is welcome!
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July

August
August

1
2
4
5
6
7
9
11
11
11
12
12
13
13
16
17
22
22
22
23
25
25
28
29

Steve Sindoni
Bill Taylor
Bill Winters
Sam Corwin
Frank Van Patten
Kelly Trembley
Jacob Hernandez
Carmen Flanagan
Vito Genovese
Erin Feagle
Jay Feagle
Jerry Holm
Chase Johnson
Thelma Nelson
Jarod Farrin
Nancee Marek
Corinne Simpson
Mark Farrin
Molly Farrin
James Bridges
Logan Jones
John van Keulen
Alex Dodge
Christian Khoury
Suzanne Ballard

T.H.I.N.K.
British evangelist Alan
Redpath suggested these
five helpful questions to ask
yourself before you speak:
T — Is it True?
H — Is it Helpful?
I — Is it Inspiring?
N — Is it Necessary?
K — Is it Kind?

2 Bill Wilson
4 Ruth Riddle
5 Beth Ash
Deyvn Jones
6 Nate Craig
Avery Ballew
7 Sebastian D'Alessio
8 Harriet Johnson
Walter Miller
9 Cindy Hagar
9 Chris Hopping
10 Marji Vasholz
10 Carol Gunther
16 Ron Walker
16 Millie Taylor
18 Betty Landis
19 Gerry Johnson
19 Richard Laker
19 Jerry Andengaard
19 Ben Bridges
22 Tom Laffin
22 Margaret Genovese
22 Grayson Washington
24 Lou Lyons
26 Sandra Genovese
26 Judy Phillips
26 Alondra Hernandez
27 Olivia Lewke
30 Joy Bridges
31 Debra Manners

7
10
11
15
17
26
28

Michele & Steve Sindoni
Chris & Kris Hopping
Linda & Paul Wainio
Cindy & Ned Millis
Sammie Lee & Don Lingle
Karla & Sam Hansen
Mary & Bill Winters
Betty & Boyd Neiertz
Debbie & Ben Bridges

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are several ways for you
to make your contribution to St. John’s other than
Sunday morning.
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are available for
you in the narthex, or you can go directly to our
website and schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued support. If you need
assistance please call Ann in the church office.

Come into my heart,
Lord Jesus,
to enliven my
curiosity,
strengthen my
trust and grow my
faith.
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Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via email
in the form of a pdf file (portable
document file). Please make sure
we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;

http://www.adobe.com/downloads

We have received word of the death of Harriet Nauman on June 4th. Harriet joined St. John’s in
2003, she moved to Clairmont early in 2013. Her memorial service was held at Redeemer
Lutheran in Ontario, California on June 28th . Please keep her family in your prayers.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings

* Retirements

* Graduations

* Meetings * Celebrations

Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive
group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday
of each month.

The ladies of St. John’s will resume
meetings in September.

St. John’s has received a generous donation from one of our members. The donor has designated this money
for upgrades and maintenance of the sanctuary and replacement of the flooring in Fellowship Hall.
We have truly been blessed. THANK YOU to our donor who wishes to remain anonymous.

DID YOU KNOW - ELCA History
A merger of three Lutheran churches formed the ELCA in 1988. They were The American Lutheran Church, the
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches and the Lutheran Church in America.
Now 25 years later, the ELCA is a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. As members of the
ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of
restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus Christ’s name throughout the world.
We trace our roots back through the mid-17th century, when early Lutherans came to America from Europe,
settling in the Virgin Islands and the area that is now known as New York. Even before that, Martin Luther sought
reform for the church in the 16th century, laying the framework for our beliefs.
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Youth - It's hot outside, and many kids and their families are traveling in search of cooler
weather. However, the youth of St. John's are still here, busy serving, and enjoying their
summer together. On June 1st we hosted a "Youth Sunday". We had youth ushers, readers,
greeters and communion assistants. We enjoyed performances from Rock the Flock and Roll
the Soul, Youth choir, and some youth vocalists as well. Our wonderful Men's Club awarded
scholarships to our outgoing seniors and our returning college freshmen. We also awarded a
couple of new scholarships on behalf of the Louis family. Congratulations to Hailey Ney who is
headed off to the University of California San Diego, and to Michael Bergh who will be
attending Michigan State University this fall. We are so proud of our graduates and all that
they have accomplished! On the 7th , we went out to Wet N' Wild, Palm Springs to participate in American Cancer
Society's "Relay for Life." It was a great way to stay cool, while helping to raise funds for cancer care and
research. On June 14th we had our annual summer kickoff at the Santa Monica Pier. We enjoyed a lovely day at
the beach as well as some fun rides at Pacific Park. What a great way to celebrate a successful season of
ministry! On the 17th the kids woke up early to help with FIND distribution, and on the 22nd we sent a few of our
youth members off to LRCC Beach Camp! We wrapped up the month with our first "Last Saturday" worship on
the 28th . Kids, did you have a busy school year? Summer is a great time to get involved with the youth group! Be
sure to check out all the choices below, and also check our Facebook page for any updates.

JULY EVENTS

Tuesday, July 1st - FIND Distribution 8am
Wednesday, July 9th - Movie Night 6 to 8pm
Monday, July 14th - 18th "Vacation Bible School"
Friday, July 18th - Lock-in 8pm
Wednesday, July 23rd - Movie Night 6 to 8pm
Saturday, July 26th - "Last Saturday" Worship
Tuesday, July 29th - FIND Distribution 8am
Thursday July 31st - Community Service @ Galilee Center w/ Hope Lutheran (TBA)

AUGUST EVENTS

Wednesday, August 6th - Movie Night 6 to 8pm
Tuesday, August 12th - FIND Distribution 8am
Saturday, August 16th - Beach Train to Oceanside 7am
Sunday, August 24th - Youth Group Planning Meeting 5 to 7pm
Tuesday, August 29th - FIND Distribution 8am
Saturday, August 30th - "Last Saturday Worship 4pm

It's Almost Here!
St. John's VBS 2014
July 14th-18th 6pm to 8pm
Come join us on an island adventure and discover the rich treasure of God's love through the life of Jesus.
It's Free and includes dinner! Early registration is underway. To reserve your spot email to
mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net . If you have questions call Molly @ 760-534-6624.
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GLOBAL MISSION UPDATE:
REACHING OUT TO OTHERS, LOCALLY & GLOBALLY

Answering God's call to serve our neighbors and proclaim the gospel.

REACHING OUT GLOBALLY: World Malaria Day Update
Thanks to the prayers, partnership and support given from across the country to the ELCA Malaria Campaign for
World Malaria Day 2014, the goal of raising $250,000 was surpassed. Because of overwhelming generosity, gifts
for the ELCA Malaria Campaign totaled $300,000 - this was given in addition to $100,000 of matching funds. This
means work in Namibia can begin this year.
In Namibia, the primary ELCA companion in malaria work is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia. The
church is present mainly in the northern part of Namibia, where the threat of malaria is most severe. Right now,
start-up plans are being finalized, and thanks in part to church-wide gifts, these plans are able to become reality.
Starting work in Namibia is just one example of the amazing things our church can accomplish together. When
each of us contributes toward a shared purpose, our gifts are multiplied and magnified. Thank you! See more at:
http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign/World-Malaria-Day.

REACHING OUT LOCALLY: "God's work. Our hands." Service Sunday September 7th, 2014
On Sunday, September 7th , 2014, St. John's
congregation will be joining other ELCA
congregations across the United States in a "God's
work. Our hands" service day. On that day we will
have one worship service at 10 A.M. After the
worship service you are invited to a light lunch in
the fellowship hall. We will then have the
opportunity to work in the fellowship hall on a
service project or perhaps go out into the
community to serve within the community. The
actual service projects will be determined from
suggestions put forth by members. Final project
selections will be made by the end of June and announced in July.
Please plan to participate on September 7th . We will, also, need help organizing and planning our projects so that
we can be effective in God's work on that day. Please help as you are able. The day will be an opportunity to
celebrate who we are - a people freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors.
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We began our “Last Saturday” worship on June 28th, and it was a great success! It
featured contemporary Christian songs led by our own Sarah Hagar on vocal and
acoustic guitar. In addition to the beautiful music, we enjoyed prayer around the
cross, communion and a message from Pastor Richard. The worship is followed by
break-out sessions which include an adult Bible study, Youth group or Sunday school
lesson.

Be sure to check out this fun, interactive service on
Saturday, July 26th and Saturday August 30th.

Drawn by one of our recipients on the back of a
PICK-UP FOOD REQUEST FORM a few weeks ago. It
wasn't seen until the slip was turned over in the copy
machine.

We often receive requests for special consideration
regarding food distribution and are able to make changes 99% of the
time. After helping one elderly gentleman with his problem, he called me
at home to say how very thankful he was for the extra help- He made it to his doctors appointment, his driver
was on time for his appointment, but there was one thing about his food pickup - You forgot the beer!"
Last week another recipient handed me an envelope with a thank you note inside. He and his wife started
coming to St. John's more than five years ago. She has since died and now he has been diagnosed with Stage 4
esophageal cancer, (Last month FIND warehouse stocked cases of a protein enriched drink. We've been putting
extra cases in the truck of his car on FIND Tuesdays).
Whether you know it or not, everyone who attends St. John's is a participant of our FIND program in one way or
another. It starts with God's many blessings bestowed on the people of St. John's and continues with how those
blessings are shared.

Our artist has continued the drawings. This was drawn on
the back of another PICK-UP slip last week.
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