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Sunday Worship Schedule

Special Dates in February

9:00 am - Traditional Service
10:10 To 10:45 am Coffee Fellowship
11:00 am - Praise & Worship
11 am - Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship
4 pm - Saturday Night Light

African-American History Month
7 Transfiguration of Our Lord
Boy Scout Sunday
10 Ash Wednesday
14 Valentine’s Day
15 President’s Day
21 Congregational Meeting

"Our Journey with Jesus"
Join us as we journey through
Lent and Holy Week.
All are welcome!

Ash
Wednesday

"Our Journey with Jesus"
Soup Supper & Worship

Maundy
Thursday

Good
Friday

Holy
Saturday

Easter Sunday

Feb 10
12 noon &
5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Wednesdays in Lent
Feb 17 - Mar 16
5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Mar 24
5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Mar 25
5:30 pm
Sanctuary

Mar 26
4:00 pm
Sanctuary

Mar 27
Services 7 am,
9 am, 11 am
Sanctuary

Communion &
Imposition of
Ashes

Hear members of St. John's
share how God's word has
spoken in their lives

Journey with
Jesus through
the Gospel
narrative

Reflect on
the cross of
Christ

Await the
dawn of
Easter

Celebrate the
Resurrection
of the Lord!

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JEN: ON GRATITUDE

“Just to be is a blessing. Just to live is holy.”
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

On the last Sunday of January, driving to Sunday morning services at St. John's and anticipating my
Ordination service at Ascension Lutheran that evening, I looked up and saw the lovely rainbow arching
over the snow-capped mountains in the distance. In that moment, I felt the wondrous presence of God. I
felt the gift of my life and the life all around me, and I was filled with gratitude.
Gratitude is my response when I appreciate the beauty and vitality of creation - including our human
existence. I am moved to praise the God who made and sustains the world and all those who inhabit it. I
am grateful whenever I pause to consider that the God who spoke the universe into being cares for me.
Perhaps this experience of God's transcendence and imminence prompted the prophet Isaiah to declare
that the God who "stretches out the heavens like a curtain" will also "feed his flock like a shepherd" (Isa
40). God loves what he has made - including you and me. And God loves us so much, as John declares, that
he sent Jesus Christ to save us and give us eternal and abundant life (John 3).
This is the good news it is my joy and privilege to share as the pastor at St. John's. I am filled with gratitude
to God for bringing me here to serve with you, and I am truly excited for the journey ahead. I am grateful
to all my family and friends who have been so gracious and supportive in my journey to St. John's, my
journey in ministry, my journey in life. I am grateful to all of you here at St. John's for making me feel so
very welcomed.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen
Bible Devotional Resources
The Test This Week: textweek.com (commentaries and resources for the weekly lectionary readings)
Bible Gateway: biblegateway.com (several Bible translations online)
"...In the Meantime": davidlose.net (blog of Luther Seminary President David Lose)
Working Preacher: workingpreacher.org (commentaries on lectionary readings from Luther Seminary)
Pray As You Go: pray-as-you-go.org (daily meditative audio devotional)
Christ in Our Home and The Word in Season (devotionals available in the narthex)

SERVICE ASSISTANTS GATHERING – If you are currently an Usher, Communion Assistant, or Reader - or if you are interested
in becoming one - please join Pastor Jen and Curt Starkweather for a brief meeting in the sanctuary between services next
Sunday, February 7th. We'll be discussing our ministry as we serve the Lord together. Please bring your calendars, as we will
also be discussing schedules.

Congregational meeting Save the date - February 21st ST. JOHN’S GOING SOLAR
All members are encouraged to attend the Congregational Meeting between services regarding Solar
Power / Carport. Join us as we embrace God’s gift of sunshine to be good stewards of our resources. .
Everyone is welcome, only members of record have voice and vote. We may be in a drought, we are
certainly not lacking in sunshine.

PRAYER CHAIN: The prayer chain is confidential and the prayer requests are sent via email. Make
sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain. Call Diana Lang (760)
360-2479 or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093. Always welcome more warriors to the prayer chain.

Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.
Consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

On Wednesday, February 17, St. John's Women's Group will meet at 1 pm. All women of the
church are invited.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each month. In
addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue to support St.
John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs
such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on February 20 at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. For your information and
planning our current project is: 10th Annual Musical Extravaganza & Ice Cream Social on March 6, 2016 at 2:00
PM.
Youth Choir, Talent Contest for High School students, seniors and more.
Tickets go on sale February 7, 2016 between Services Donations is $10.00.
Sponsored by St John's Men's Club.

SWAT (St Johns Worship & Art Team) CALL TO SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet, you are welcome to join
us as we assemble winter visitor welcome kits and prepare displays for the blessing of the animals. Fun and
fellowship guaranteed! Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for more information.

A thank you from the Salvation Army of Coachella Valley to St. John's Red Kettle Bell Ringers has been received:
At the sites you rang bells this past Christmas season $1,817 was donated. This was a significant contribution to
aid those in need. We are happy to report that 100% of the money received will help people within the Coachella
Valley. God Bless you!!!

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer, there are many opportunities for
you to serve the Lord. Call: (760) 399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page so
that you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming events.
Celebration Singers will begin singing in FELLOWSHIP HALL on THURSDAYS 4:00pm-5:30.
Questions? call Laura Stave at 760-413-0823

MUTUAL MINISTRY ~ What is Mutual Ministry? Mutual Ministry is a small group that meets with the Pastor to:
* Pray for the church * Study the Word together.
* Share and discuss any pertinent questions, comments and suggestions provided by the congregation. The
Council, Committees or appropriate Staff will then be notified of the observations.
Who are the members of Mutual Ministry? The current Mutual Ministry is comprised of: Pastor Jen, Debbie
Bridges, Maria Hunt, Craig Jahries, Diana Lang and Myron Yurko. The term of service is 3 years. We are here to
serve St. John's. If you have a question, comment or suggestion please tap one of us on the shoulder, call or send
us an email. All information is confidential.

Volunteer needed!
Cherine Radley, Chairperson of the Altar Guild, is resigning from her position after serving
St. John's faithfully for eight years. When you see Cherine, please express your
appreciation for her years of service. The position of Chairperson is open to anyone in the
church who feels the call to serve in this capacity. Diana Lang will be covering for Cherine
temporarily.
If you are interested in becoming the Altar Guild Chairperson, please contact Diana at Diana@lcdinc.net or at
760.360.2479 for a description of the duties of Chairperson.

AN EARLY START TO SPRING CLEANING
Although Lent starts early this year, before spring appears in many areas, it’s an appropriate time for spring
cleaning. Indeed, Lent comes from old German and English words for “spring.” So, while it might be too soon to
open windows or hang clothes on the line, now is ideal for some spiritual spring cleaning.
Lent calls us to examine our beliefs, confess and dispose of old grudges and selfish habits, dust off our Bibles for a
new routine of study and prayer, air out our hearts and brighten up our attitudes. “Lent cleaning” lets the Holy
Spirit freshen our faith — and it’s never too early for that.
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newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf file
(portable document file).
Please make sure we have
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Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars
to St. John’s.

FIND - Please continue to bring bags, egg
cartons (12 count), non perishable food
items, etc. Next distribution will be
February 23.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Please contact Ann in the church office or
make a note on your attendance slip on
Sunday. If you would like to pick it up on
Sunday, it will be in the brown A-Z
expanding file near the Usher Station or
come by the office Monday through
Thursday. Directories are printed as
requested to minimize paper waste.
Members are automatically in the
directory, friends of St. John’s must
request to be in the directory.

3 Connie & Bud Boston
4 Laura & Lane Stave
GRATEFUL FOR GRACE

John Newton, a slave-ship captain who became a minister and abolitionist, had a special affinity for grace. In fact,
he wrote the hymn “Amazing Grace” to celebrate the freedom that God gives to Christians.
“I am not what I ought to be,” Newton said. “I am not what I want to be. I am not what I hope to be. But still, I am
not what I used to be. And by the grace of God, I am what I am.”

The Following Reports were presented at the Annual Meeting.
Financial Reports are available in the church office.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mitch Phillips
Well 2015 has passed and we all made it through another summer.
The big and exciting news is the arrival of Pastor Jennifer Shaw. At some point everyone will personally get to meet her. Please help her out
by wearing your name tags; if you need a new one please contact Ann.
During the past 17 months I have been overly blessed with a call committee that worked many hours in the search for our new pastor. Once
we found that perfect fit for St. John's we all knew it. This is a special group with so many talents, but two of the best qualities are never saying
NO to the process and dedication for St. John's. Even after the important work is done they assist in the transition period. With all that said,
I have a weak spot in my heart for the outgoing savior Pastor Mathison. He was my salvation and St. John's when we needed the perfect
interim pastor. Three times he has come to serve us in our need. I was just one of the lucky ones that got to work with him and learn from his
teachings. Now like many other things in life we must move on and take our learnings and further spread the teachings of this special man.
The spreading of what St. John's is about is obvious. We all see it in the programs we have to offer the congregation and community. FIND is
transitioning with the passing of the torch from Jackie Kramer to Molly Farrin. Jackie has brought FIND to a new level of outreach and
community service. It is the largest outreach at St. John's and continues to grow with the support from our congregation and volunteers.
Jackie's talents are well suited for other things needed at St. John's and I personally look forward to putting them to work after she takes some
well deserved time off.
Music continues to grow and be an instrumental part of St. John's. We will send Bob and Samantha Corwin good wishes and happiness in their
departure from the St. John's and letting them know they are always welcome at St. John's.
2016 Will be a year of transition and excitement. Personal goals for me as your President will be Outreach/ Evangelism and diversification of
the church body. We need to have all ages within the congregation. Let's all pray for every staff member and member of St. John's, and pray
for all our continued support and our ability to help support the community around us and the ELCA.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Christy Ansbro
We have been so blessed here at St. John's during the 2015 year. We completed our renovations in the sanctuary adding our new sound board
and cabinet. We did not need to go into our line of credit during the slow summer months. We did end up the year with expenses lower than
budgeted and our contributions higher than budgeted. Our year end figures are better than projected. The 2016 budget forum was held on
January 17th. This was open to all members. It has been my pleasure to serve St. John's congregation as I complete my last year as treasurer.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Millie Taylor
As St. John's continued to flourish this year, there was more need than ever to have enough fellowship events to help our members meet
each other and have time for fellowship with other members.
I organized the Memorial Day Picnic, the Fourth of July Picnic and the Oktoberfest. The Memorial Day Picnic was held on Sunday, May 24th
after the one 10:00 am church service. We had hamburgers and hot dogs and all of the trimmings. Attendance was excellent. (In fact, we ran
out of hamburgers at the end!) We had over 130 members attend. Members of the congregation were wonderful volunteers and helped in
every way. Charlie Ash made a booklet of "oldies, but goodies" songs and we had a sing-a-long after our luncheon.
The Fourth of July Picnic was also a huge success. It was held on Sunday July, 5th after the 10:00am single service. This event saw 120
attendees. We had pulled pork at this event. We had the "band" for our entertainment. Many volunteers contributed food, drink and desert.
Oktoberfest was held on Sunday, October 25th after the single 10:00 service. We again had over 130 members/guests attend. This time the
food was the traditional German menu of bratwurst, hot dogs, German potato salad, etc. The "entertainment" was singing of favorite hymns
in a "Beer and Hymns" format. Laura Stave led the singing. This event was very successful and people did not even begin to leave until close
to 1:00. Again, volunteers were wonderful and made the event a huge success.
Our "God's Work, Our Hands" was held on September 20th after the 10:00 service. Again, I planned and executed the luncheon for this event.
The sandwiches were simple and started our work off with everyone energized and fed. It was a great event! Again, working together was
what made the event so successful.
I also served on a committee with Larry Lang to review the Constitution and Bi-Laws of St. Johns to make sure we are staying on target. We
made several small, but important reminders to the council. Otherwise the Constitution and Bi-Laws are being followed well.

MUSIC AND WORSHIP – Larry Lang
St. John's Lutheran Church is extremely fortunate to have some of the most talented musicians in the valley to lead our congregation in worship
and praise.
We had two services throughout the year, a 9:00 am traditional service led by Laura Stave as Cantor and Patrick Karst on Synthesizer.
Our 11:00 am service, which is a contemporary format, is known as the Praise service. We enjoyed the gifts of dedicated and talented
musicians, led by Bob Corwin (Piano), Dan Flahive (Bass), Ronnie Mercier (Drums), Patrick Karst (Synthesizer)and Samantha Corwin and Laura
Stave as vocalists. We are grateful to this team and appreciate all their gifts. Thank you! We bid farewell and Godspeed to Bob and Samantha
Corwin as they move on to new ventures.
Sarah Hagar plays the guitar and is also the vocalist at our Saturday Night Light service that begins at 4:00 pm. Thank you Sarah! This service
has even more of a contemporary setting, with a variety of songs and a sermon. A special time is gathering around the altar for communion.
Patrick Karst (Synthesizer) will be joining this service in the near future.
Laura Stave continues to make the Celebration Singer’s rehearsals and Sunday performances fun, as well as bringing God’s ministry through
the volunteer voices. Laura also organized the outstanding Gospel Workshop and Concert that many enjoyed. Thank you Laura!
We installed the new sound board and purchased a new sound booth, which are great enhancements for our sound system. We have begun
using a projector and screen for the Saturday Night Light service and the 11:00 Praise Service. We are currently researching the cost of a new
screen and camera system.
Molly Farrin continues to guide the youth by teaching Sunday school, in the Rock the Flock and Roll the Soul puppet ministry, the Christmas
program and creating church programs for the congregation throughout the year. Thank you Molly and the youth for keeping us young!
As we are all aware the church could not run smoothly without the help of our many volunteers. Special thanks to Megan Donnelly, Matt
Barber, Ann Rhein and Wendy and Jim Anderson for their work on the sound board on Sundays. A large thank you to Jim Anderson for setting
up the new sound system!
We also want to thank everyone that has given their time and talents in song, sound, rehearsals, and in many areas too numerous to mention.
Thank you St. John's!
DEACON’S REPORT – Curt Starkweather
I continue to schedule Service Assistants for the 9 and 11 AM Worship Services. Thank you to everyone to volunteers.

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM REPORT – (Reaching out Globally and Locally to Others) ~ Ruth Allen
In 2015 we continued periodic focus on the wide variety of Global Mission activities undertaken by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in sharing
updates in worship bulletin information sheets and monthly newsletters on church activities throughout the world. Examples of some areas
highlighted were the ELCA anti-malaria campaign, Young Adults in Global Mission programs, Rwanda missions, the Nepal earthquake, and
support efforts for U.S. storm victims and the building of storm shelters.
During our cooler months Sally Jahries continued to handle sale of fair-trade coffee and chocolate on behalf of St. John's to benefit small
farmers around the world through the Lutheran World Relief Equal Exchange project. In December she also brought a program of the
non-profit African Team Ministries to St. John's. Jewelry, pottery, and musical instruments made by Kenyan artisans were offered for sale in
a special event in our Fellowship Hall in support of the African Team Ministries' efforts to aid African communities by providing a market for
their products.
In April we held a "Vets' Expo" which featured guest speakers Clinton Hollins and Pastor Scottie Lloyd and a pizza lunch. We had two goals for
our event. One was to provide a forum for veterans within our church (and those who are families and friends of veterans) to learn about ways
for veterans to access benefits and services which they may have been unaware of or ways to help clear difficulties accessing their benefits
and services. The other was to publicize ways we as people of faith could help support current and future service members as well as veterans
- with emphasis on providing strong spiritual support.
Partially as an outgrowth of this Expo, focus was shone on the need for support for scholarship funding for ELCA Federal Chaplaincy students
and the opportunity to provide Prayer Books to active military through Chaplains. Members of the Women's Group and individual members

of the congregation then banded together and contributed money to send 300 copies of The Prayer Book for the Armed Services to Lackland
AFB in Texas. The Women's Group also made a donation to the ELCA Fund for Leaders Federal Chaplaincy Scholarship Endowment.
During the summer plans were made and supplies gathered, donated, and purchased for our "God's Work, Our Hands" Service Sunday which
we held on September 20, 2015. On that day we had one worship service and then gathered together for lunch and fellowship and to utilize
our own God-given talents to work for the benefit of others. Workers at St. John's, empowered to be God's hands, cooked and served food
for working hands, organized work stations, filled gift bags for homeless persons in the Coachella Valleys, and then cleaned up our work areas.
Some of the gift bags were taken by congregation members to deliver to people they met. The balance of the gift bags were loaded by Molly
Farrin into her car and then delivered to the Narrow Door homeless ministry for direct deliver to individuals in need.
In May we began an outreach at The Palms senior apartments, by weekly bringing an hour of reflection and study on a variety of spiritual and
Bible topics to those residents interested in participating in Bible studies.
During November our Angel Christmas Tree was erected in the sanctuary and congregants lined up to take gift tags from the tree. Many wrote
checks to help the Salvation Army provide for gifts for additional children. Thanks to their exuberance 70+ children in our valley benefitted
from St. John generosity and experienced a bit of the love of Christmas that they otherwise would not have known. Four days in November
and December people from St. John's joined the Salvation Army's Red Kettle program and "rang the bells" for donations to projects to benefit
people within the Coachella Valley. The congregation, also, filled to overflowing a large box with contributions for the Coachella Valley Rescue
Mission's Thanksgiving meal program. They then additionally contributed toys and gifts for children through the Narrow Door homeless
ministry (again thanks to Molly for coordinating this outreach with the Narrow Door.)

YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR – Molly Farrin
I am now entering my eighth year as Youth and Family Coordinator. As I reflect not only on 2015, but the time since I began my work here,
I am overwhelmed with gratitude. I have had the privilege of watching so many wonderful children grow in both size and faith. Former youth
group kids are graduating college and getting married, while former Sunday school kids are getting driver's licenses and choosing colleges.
The one constant through all of these changes is St. John's. These kids love the Lord and this church. I like to think that I played an important
role in that, as did all of you. We have been blessed with a fantastic group of youth who seek to live out God's will in their lives and make service
to others a priority, and a group of younger kids whose hearts are open and willing to follow their lead.
I spend my time planning and hosting youth events, teaching Sunday school and directing Rock the Flock and Roll the Soul. I have also taken
on some additional roles at the church that go beyond the scope of youth and family ministry. I now plan our Saturday Night Light Service "SNL"
which is offered each Saturday at 4pm. "SNL" is an intimate, interactive service with contemporary music, communion, and prayer around
the cross. I have also taken on the additional responsibility of opening and closing the church each Sunday. One of my greatest
accomplishments of 2015 was being able to take kids to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Detroit. What a fantastic experience! I hosted
two public events in 2015, a Children's Easter Event and Vacation Bible School. Through these events we were able to introduce 45 new
children and their families to St. John's. I also directed two major productions, the Musical Extravaganza and our Children's Christmas Pageant.
I am always blessed to receive unending praise from the congregation for both productions, and think that they are fine examples of what St.
John's has to offer.
In addition to public events and youth programs, I have hosted several fundraisers throughout the year. With the help of the congregation we
raised over $10,000 which helped fund the National Youth Gathering and other youth events. Some of those funds also went out in the
community to other important charitable organizations such as Camp Ronald McDonald and World Vision. The kids also use those funds to
support outreach events at the Washington St. Apartments.
I keep in regular communication with the youth by phone, text and email. I communicate with children and families by phone, email and special
mailings. I also manage the St. John's Facebook page. You can find us on Facebook by searching "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert.
Be sure to "Like" our page so that you can receive regular updates.
Youth - I keep the youth very busy with an event each week and sometimes more! Generally our schedule includes one performance, one
community service event, one fun outing, and one youth group / Bible study meeting. In addition, each month we include a fellowship event
for our neighbors at the Washington St. Apartments. Our youth have a tremendous heart for service and love getting involved with
organizations such as Camp Ronald McDonald, The Narrow Door, FIND, and many more!
We also try to get involved with the larger church as well. Going to the National Gathering was a big part of that. It was quite an experience
for the kids to worship with 30,000 Lutheran youth in Ford Field, and serving in the neighborhoods of Detroit is an experience they will never
forget. We have also been involved with the Middle School youth gathering and other LRCC sponsored activities. In 2015 we invited our friends
from Hope Lutheran to join us for many combined activities and served together in the community as well. In 2016 we would like to expand
our community service efforts to include more involvement with hunger causes as well as homeless outreach. In 2016, our youth programs
served 52 kids.

Sunday school - Our Sunday school kids are growing in size and in their faith. Each Sunday at 11am we meet for our Bible lessons. Each session
includes a Bible story, a relevant craft and interactive games that reinforce the lessons. Each week I am amazed at their interest in the material,
and their theological questions that are beyond their years. I use the "Spark" curriculum which is an interactive, lectionary based program.
The program helps tie together the lesson that the child is learning with the message that the family hears in church, helping to generate
discussion and faith interaction.
Sunday school isn't all about lessons. They get to have fun too! Like their youth mentors, the Sunday school kids have the opportunity to spend
time together outside of the church. Every other month we like to schedule a fun outing such as Boomers, Chuck E. Cheese, or maybe even
a movie. This gives the kids the understanding of church as a community and gets them excited about the transition to youth group. Vacation
Bible School is something that we have always done well, but this year we tried something different. We changed the format for VBS to a day
camp which allowed us to provide 30 hours of programming versus the 10 hours that we had offered previously. Everybody loved it and in
2016 we hope to double in size! Another goal for Sunday school in 2016 is to offer more multi-generational service projects so that the younger
kids can begin to serve their community as well. In 2016, our Sunday school programs served 97 children.

Nursery - We only have few pre-k children at this time, so the Nursery is offered as a cry room for parents who need it. If parents wish to leave
their child and attend the service, we will staff the nursery with one of our older youth members, or I will take them to Sunday school with a
youth assistant.

Rock the Flock / Roll the Soul - Rock the Flock lost a few of its senior members last year, but we are still hanging on. I am working with some
of the younger kids to learn new parts so that we can keep this fun ministry going. It is such a great way to share the Good News and the
congregation loves it! Our younger kids also love this ministry which will serve for a good foundation for its future. Rock the Flock has 7 regular
members.
Thank you so much for allowing me to serve another year as the Youth and Family Coordinator at St. John's. I love the Lord, I love my work
and I am excited about the future. I know that 2016 will welcome many new opportunities for me to help children and families Know Christ
and Make Christ Known.
ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH LADIES GROUP (WELCA)– Judy Burke, President
In 2015 the Women's Group met on the first and third Wednesday of each month January through May and September through December
9:00 to 12:30. Between 9:00 and 9:30 we "caught up" with each other until the coffee was ready. Between 9:30 and 10:00 we either had a
business meeting, worked on a project, or had a guest speaker. From 10:00 to 10:30 was our prayer time for anyone we knew that needed
a prayer or praise. At 10:30 Pastor Dick came and joined us, providing us with many interesting Bible studies. At 11:30 we invited Pastor Dick
and Ann and anyone else wondering around for our wonderful pot luck.
In January and additional meetings we discussed where to send the money we raised. The end result was approximately 50 Lutheran World
Relief Personal Care Kits; 100 Prayer Books for our Service Men and Women, which was added to with an additional large contribution from
the congregation; and scholarship money for Chaplains. Ann kindly took our LWR Kits to Moreno Valley.
Some of our discussions were new ways to volunteer at St. John's which included the Caring and Eucharistic Ministry, Homeless Youth Project,
"Listen to a Veteran", and a Bible Reflection Outreach Ministry requested by The Palms. Tina Gates from Hope Lutheran Church spoke to our
group about what the Women's Group at Hope was doing. We were invited to include donation for a baby shower they were giving at 29
Palms. She also invited us to a meeting at Hope discussing Lutheran Braille Bibles and guide dogs. Bob and Samantha Corwin spoke to us
December 2 about their amazing religious journey. We held our Christmas bake sale December 13. What will be done with this money will
be decided in 2016. Our last meeting was held at Shield's Date Farm for a great lunch with Pastors Dick and Jen.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH MEN’S CLUB
The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who met the 3rd Saturday of each month during the calendar year. Its charter is primarily
an organization for fellowship and bible study. This past year the Club supported participation in the Tour de Palm Springs; the annual Musical
Extravaganza; and the Scripts Program. Through these endeavors the Men's club continues to provide a financial avenue for supporting the
St. John's Scholarship Program, and awards for the Musical Extravaganza Program.
This year's scholarship recipients were Megan Donnley and Matthew Barber who received $1000.00 scholarships and Hiley Ney receiving a
$500.00 scholarship. Musical Extravaganza participants were awarded $ 1,500.00 ---1st Place- Alexa Sanberg -$750.00; 2nd Place- Ashlyn
Brown-$500.00, and 3rd Place Johnathan Lowell- $250.00. Thanks to a special Donation from the David and Brenda Carlson Foundation each
participate was awarded $ 100.00

Based on 2016 --- we are looking for continued participation in Men's Club Programs to include FIND and overall, a successful 2016 for the
St John's Men's Club. Accordingly, we extend an invitation to all St John's men to join us ---- for Saturday morning fellowship and breakfast at 8:00 AM, the 3rd Saturday of each month.
2015 Officers were : Duke Frey - President / Myron Yurko - Vice President / Vito Genovese - Treasurer
2016 Officers are :

Duke Frey - President / Craig Packer - Vice President / Vito Genovese - Treasurer

God Bless, Duke Frey / duke06@dc.rr.com / cell 760-345-2902

FIND
Many of you have retired and experienced the freedom from a job. After a while, you are still happy for the independence, but you miss your
former coworkers, their stories and helping one another. That's were I find myself. After guiding FIND for the last seven and a half years, I know
that it is time to step down. Molly Farrin, busy as she is, has agreed to take my place. She'll do a great job with all our help.
St. John's gave food and other products to 3251 recipients in 2015. Many of whom have become so familiar that they are greeted by name
and hugs. On average, there are 30-35 volunteers needed to help pack bags of can goods, produce, and refrigerated food, help with cereal
and bread, man the registration desks, and transport everything to the recipients cars. It's a production of goodwill shared by all for a few
hours.
Our FIND program was mentored by Church of Christ Palm Desert in 2014. You might say that St John's became God's FIND disciples. That year
they learned about distribution and purchasing food at the FIND warehouse. In January 2015, they started their own FIND program and have
been very successful. Some of their volunteers still help us.
FIND is a team effort, God's team and we feel that spirit when we stand together in a circle praising Him for the opportunity to serve. Thank
you for all the help and encouragement I have received over the years. See you on FIND Tuesdays. Jackie Kramer

FIND Yearly Distribution
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Number of people served

3348

4963

6497

7226

7027

3251

Number of people over 55

1047

1602

1689

2097

2059

1117

Number of children under 5

287

608

749

689

683

287

Number of children 5 to 19

740

1097

1644

1860

1692

684

Number of people 20 - 55

1274

1656

2415

2580

2593

1063

Distribution was every two weeks from January 2010 to September 2014.
Distribution changed to every 4th Tuesday of the month in October 2014.

2016 COUNCIL NOMINATIONS / 39 members of record were present at the Annual Meeting on January 24th .
Position
President

Nominee

Term

Yes

No

Abstained

Mitch Phillips

1 Year

39

0

0

Vice President

Millie Taylor

1 Year

39

0

0

Secretary

Sherry Silver

1 Year

39

0

0

Treasurer

Deborah Hulslander

1 Year

38

1

0

Christy Ansbro

2 Years

39

0

0

Music & Worship

Larry Lang

2 Years

39

0

0

Evangelism/Outreach

Chris Dale

2 Years

39

0

0

39

0

0

Trustee

Proposed 2016 Budget

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU From Pastor Dick
How can I ever express my thanks for your wonderful farewell party at the close of my 10-1/2 month ministry? I'm totally overwhelmed by
your thoughtfulness and generosity. So many of you came out on a very "stormy night", on Jan. 5th, to share your love and gratitude for my
ministry, at the conclusion of my 3rd interim at St. John's.
You made it a "night to remember", with a delicious lasagna dinner, complete with wine and beer, and a beautifully designed cake. So many
people contributed their talents, working with the "motorcycle theme", with cleverly designed decorations on every table. Such creativity!
Thank you too, for the tributes of those of you who stepped up to the microphone to share and express from your heart what these months
of our shared ministry have meant to you. So often, people only receive tributes at a service after their death. I feel both honored and humbled
to have been the recipient of such love while f am very much alive. (thank you for all the beautiful cards and kind words, and the gifts you've
shared with me.
I have been richly blessed to have a church family like St. John's. You've loved me, prayed for me, and given me so much support and
encouragement as I've shared "God’s Good News" for nearly a year as your interim pastor. As many of you may know, I came to you with "the
fresh wound of my grief. Having Kay the love of my life taken from me by a blood disorder, after 55 years of marriage, left me feeling like only
"half a person". Gratefully, God chose to bring his healing to make me feel "whole again", through this "healing community" called St. John's.
I would encourage you to read the "Exit Interview" that I prepared and presented to leaders of St. John's, as well as to your newly called pastor.
It outlines what! believe are the strengths and the challenges °^his great congregation. Copies were distributed at the annual meeting. If you
would like to receive a copy of the "Exit Interview", please stop by the church office, and get one from Ann.
You may remember, at my farewell party, I said something that I hope everyone will remember...."The best thing a father can do for his children
is to love their mother" and "the best thing you can do for me, your retiring interim pastor” is to "love your new pastor", Jennifer Shaw, by
giving her the same support and encouragement you have given to me". That I believe, is exactly what YOU are already doing. Nothing could
make me any happier, as I begin my 5th retirement.
So how can I ever express my thanks to you and to our Great God, for our life and ministry together under the expansive umbrella of God's
love? I cannot possibly express it in mere words. What I can honestly say from my heart is, "Solo deo Gloria" ("To God be the glory").
Gratefully,
Pastor Dick Mathison

