December

7
13

Women of the Church - Holiday Bake Sale
2 PM Santa Lucia Event

(see page 8)

4 PM 2 nd Saturday Worship
14

Children's Christmas Program at both services.

24

Christmas Eve
6 PM - Family Worship
8 PM - Traditional Worship
10 PM - Jazz Worship

Pastor Richard, Molly, Laura, Patrick,
Samantha & Bob, Ronnie & Danny,
our Council Members, and Ann
wish all of you a very blessed Christmas
and a safe and happy New Year.
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42695 Washington Street Palm Desert, CA 92211
(760) 345-2122

The“Good News” Paper
December 2014

Volume ~ 6

Sunday Worship Schedule

Issue ~ 1181

Special Dates in December

9:00 AM - Traditional Service

7 • Second Sunday of Advent
14 • Third Sunday of Advent
21 • Fourth Sunday of Advent
21 • First Day of Winter
24 • Christmas Eve
25 • Christmas Day
21 • New Year’s Eve/Watch Night

10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class - 107
Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101
11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor : rrollefson@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
Church office: st.johns@verizon.net
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The Light Shines in the Darkness

We've just begun the Advent season in preparation
for our celebration of Christmas. The symbolism of
Advent highlights the interplay of light and darkness
in the winter season, in human history and in our
personal lives.
Even as the nights of December grow longer, the promise of the season is that
we are drawing near to the dawning of the light. Following the longest night
of the year, the winter solstice marks the slow return of the sun as the ordered
rhythms of the seasons move toward spring.
But the interplay of darkness and light is not simply a meteorological
occurrence; it is a symbol of the unfolding of God's promises to all
humankind. Speaking to a people living through great difficulty and despair,
the prophet Isaiah proclaimed that even though "darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness the peoples," God promises that "on those living in deep
darkness a Light has dawned."
So it is for us today. We live in what often seem to be a dark time filled with
foreboding, violence and war. But the Advent message is one of light peace
and hope: "the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome
it." It is the promise of God's advent in Jesus Christ, the revelation of God's
unfailing light and never-ending love.
Peace,
Pastor Richard
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Merry Christmas, yup, it is upon us again. I hope you all had a pleasant Thanksgiving with
friends, family and time to reflect on loved ones who are no longer with us. Loved ones
who we still remember and have made an impact on us. Just as we will celebrate the
birth of a loved one who we still remember and has made an impact on us all, our Lord
and Savior.
Holidays are always a special time of year unique with its celebrations, circumstances, ups, downs, hustle, bustle,
the whole package condensing the year into one month. Cliché's are part of life for a reason, time and
experience sheds light on their words. Of course they get pulled into the vortex of vocabulary and thrown around
like any other phrase. Obviously the one that comes to mind this time of year, JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE
SEASON.
Whether we agree that Christ was actually born in December or March or May, the focus of Christmas is
celebrating the birth of our Savior and reflecting on how this babe in a manger has not only impacted us but all
of mankind. Christ may not walk among us now, but as we learned from our loved ones who taught us, showed
us examples and loved us, we remember and use what Christ taught us to impact others around us.
I was sharing with council a statistic I heard about lost time waiting in traffic, not sure about the exact numbers,
but you can imagine millions of hours and tens of millions of dollars. Baseball has always been known as the game
of Stats. It is now out doing itself, RBI, RISP, ERA, BA, WHIP, OPS, OPB, all abbreviations for stats for how a player
is "doing". I'm not going to go into the definitions, a little homework for you.
As with traffic jam numbers and baseball stats, we humans, especially in the US, have become so focused on
"numbers". They affect our Insurance rates, credit rating, mortgage rates, stock prices, gas prices, EPA standards
and even when a baseball manager might pinch hit or put a reliever in.
Yes, numbers and statistics are important, very important in many instances. I would just like to remind us all,
including myself( as I always seem to be crunching numbers) that as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ,
let's remember His walk and message to His followers was to focus on the person not the numbers.
Let the insurance companies, banks, government and baseball managers deal with the numbers, let us Christians
deal with the people.
God Bless, Craig

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a
meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's. Please
contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are
interested in being involved in a Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed! THANK
YOU to those who have answered this need.
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

3 Jan Querciagrossa
4 Norma Jean Woods
Nancy Frey
Danette Davis
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
8 Arlene Kukowski
Myron Yurko
12 Ned Millis
12 Linda Wainio
12 Linda Dempster
12 Debbie Barkley
12 Laura Barrows
14 Charlie Ash
16 Dylon Capraro
18 Emily Hagar
19 Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
22 Eden Carroll
23 Kaitlyn Hulslander
23 Rachel Barela
27 Donna Olsen
27 Barbara Stokke
27 Nancy Turner

3 Sandra & Vito Genovese
5 Betty & Dick Landis
6 Joyce & Bill Richter
15 Diane & Dan McClary
19 Harriet & Gerry Johnson
20 Hilda & Jerry Andengaard
22 Beth & Charlie Ash
24 Molly & Mark Farrin
26 Marji & Lothar Vasholz
28 Orpha & Jerry Holm

For your convenience there are several
ways for you to make your contribution to
St. John’s other than Sunday morning.
2 Virginia Bridge
Larry Lang
Alexandra Lewke
5 Patti Mathis
Lance Yackee
8 John Barkley
10 Curt Starkweather
10 Sammie Lee Lingle
11 Eileen MacFarlane
13 Nancy Ansbro
13 Mary Richey
13 Jack Harris
15 Donita Holst
15 Megan Donnelly
16 Jim Wadleigh
17 Ardyce Hulbert
21 Phyllis Evans
25 Lou Patterson
26 Lily Kohfield
27 Hailie Hollawell
29 Karen Flahive
30 Miriam Tadewaldt
30 Bob Peper
30 Diana Lang
30 Mitch Phillips
30 Dauntee Trueblood
31 Jackie Jones

10 Cindy & John Hagar
13 Karla & Bill Wilson
14 Sally & Craig Jahries
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EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are
available for you in the narthex, or you can
go directly to our website and schedule
your contributions on-line. Thank you for
your continued support. If you need
assistance please call Ann in the church
office.

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document
file). Please make sure we
have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

On November 16th we welcomed the following people to our Church Family :
Janie Brander
Jackie Kramer

Sharon Merill
Marian Nelson

Ane & Braum van der Meij
Alice Zilinsky

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial
avenue to support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among
club members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND. The next
scheduled meeting is December 20th at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall with a program
presented for group participation/discussion. Please join us for breakfast and fellowship.
Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

All women of St. John's are invited to the Women's Group meetings the first and third
Wednesday of each month. The time is from 9:00 to 12:30 in the Fellowship Hall. After we
gather for coffee, we conduct our meeting, work on a project or listen to a speaker. The
Pastor provides a Bible study and then we eat our potluck lunch. Come, join us.

St. John's Ladies Group's Annual Bake Sale and Craft Fair will be held in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 7, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
You are invited to come between services and after the 11 a.m. service to
purchase baked goods and craft items. The Ladies of St. John's thanks all
who help support our church.
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The youth of St. John's have been busy serving and preparing for the holiday season. November
2nd was our 50th Anniversary and the youth added their special gifts to the blended service. We
had a performance from Rock the Flock and Roll the Soul, youth solos and a youth choir
performance. Afterward we enjoyed the party with our church family. On the 8th, the youth of
Hope Lutheran joined us for Second Saturday worship followed by a service project. We had a
great time blending our two groups and making care packages for our college kids. The kids who
received them were so grateful and happy to hear from their youth group. On the 16th we were
back for a fun youth group night. It was our annual Thanksgiving youth group where we play fun
food gamed like turkey bowling and donut fishing. We also had a Bible study about giving thanks to God, and
made up our own thanksgiving prayers. On the 21st our middle school kids traveled to Anaheim for the Lutheran
Middle School Youth Gathering. They enjoyed worship, speakers, workshops and a fun day at Disneyland! On
the 26th we hosted a pancake breakfast at the Washington St. Apartments. The residents enjoyed the food and
fellowship, and were thankful to the kids for their efforts. We got together again on the 28th for a fun football
game on the church lawn. What a great way to work off that big Thanksgiving meal! December will be a busy
month as well. Be sure to mark your calendars with all upcoming youth events.
Upcoming Events
Friday, December 6th - 30 Hour Famine Lock-in 7pm
Sunday, December 7th - Dress Rehearsal 1pm
Saturday, December 13th - Second Saturday / Christmas Program 4pm
Sunday, December 14th - Christmas Program @ 9 & 11am
Thursday, December 18th - Caroling @ Washington St. Apts. (TBA)
Friday, December 19th - C.V. Christmas Store 4:30pm
Sunday, December 19th - Gift Wrapping 9am
Thursday, December 25th - Christmas Eve Family Service 6pm
Sunday, December 28th - Youth Group 5 to 7pm

Sunday school - The Sunday school have been busy
rehearsing for their upcoming Christmas Program. It is
a lot of work for them to learn songs, spoken lines and
blocking, but they are doing a fantastic job! Be sure to
check out the show on Saturday, December 13th at
4pm or Sunday, December 14th at 9 and 11am

Hate wrapping all of those Christmas gifts?
Let the Youth of St. John's do it!
Drop off your gifts before your service on Sunday the 21st, and the youth will
have them all wrapped after the service.
Free will donations will be accepted and will go to support the Youth trip to the
2015 National Gathering.
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Dear St. John's Family,
I wish to thank you all for your outpouring of love and support during my son Ron's illness and his passing. Your
expressions of sympathy through your prayers, kind and comforting words, phone calls, and cards are deeply
appreciated. Thank you also to those who gave of their time and talents for Ron's Celebration of Life service, and
to those ladies who prepared the food, decorated the tables, and served at the reception following the service. I
also wish to thank Pastor Richard for visiting Ron so often, bringing him the love and peace of our Lord.
In love and gratitude,
Dorothy Cleveland

Swedish American Vasa Coachella Valley / Desert Viking Lodge No. 682
Proudly presents the 49th Annual Holiday Cultural Event
Lucia "The Queen of Lights"
Saturday - December 13, 2014 - Lucia Day St. John's Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall
42695 Washington St, Palm Desert, CA 92211
“Queen Lucia - Miss Phalyn Lunstrum" Master of Ceremonies — John Ostrom
2:00 PM Social Time / 2:30 PM Santa Lucia Program - Free event
Youth are invited to participate and enter the tomte contest. Admission to Lucia program is free ~~ donations
are accepted / $1.00 for Youth Scholarships or canned food for local food bank
3:00 pm Dinner and Festivities $25 ~ $15 Desert Viking Vasa Members
$5 age 5-11 — Free under age 5 ~~ join the lodge and receive a discount
Tomte Contest all-ages, visit from Santa, opportunity raffle, Christmas sing-a-long? gift exchange - $15 value
(Bring a gift with child's name for Santa to give your child) Call Linda Lathers at 760-360-4648 for reservations.

LESSONS FROM THE ANGELS
To frightened shepherds on the first Christmas Eve, a host of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2:14, KJV). Nineteenth-century minister Charles Kingsley explained
how these key words tell the meaning of Jesus’ birth and give meaning to our lives.
• Glory. “That little babe, lying in the manger among the cattle, was showing the very highest glory of the great
God who had made heaven and earth. To stoop, to condescend, to have mercy, to forgive — that is the highest
glory of God.”
• Peace. “God is not selfish. He sacrificed himself for us. Sacrifice yourselves then for each other! Give up your
own pride, your own selfishness, your own interest for each other, and you will be all at peace.”
• Good will. “God loves you, and he wills to raise you out of this selfish, quarrelsome life of sin, into a loving,
brotherly, peaceful life of righteousness. That babe in the manger at Bethlehem is a sign to you and me that God
will freely give us that spirit of love if we ask for it.”
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING GLOBALLY IN CAMBODIA
The following information on the spreading of the Good News and encouraging the growth of the Church is
taken from the ELCA HandInHand "Stories From the Global Church" Blog. For more information, please visit
www.elca.org/globalchurch or contact: Lanny Westphal, director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship/ 8765 W.
Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631 / 773-380-264, lanny.westphal@elca.org
THE CHURCH: The ELCA walked with the Lutheran Church in Singapore as it began a mission in Cambodia,
focusing on service, evangelism and leadership development. A Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church in Cambodia /
Lutheran World Mission, has now emerged and is steadily growing. The membership is largely made up of young
people networking in the city.
THE NEED: Though the Khmer Rouge regime was short-lived, the devastation it had left behind on the people
and country was extensive. Thirty-five years down the road, Cambodia is still struggling to rebuild its country and
people. One of the major attempts of the communist regime had been to stem out all religion in Cambodia, and
the younger generation has grown up with no deep roots in the Buddhist faith, although Cambodia is largely
considered a Buddhist country. At this point, the Lutheran Church in Cambodia has impacted only a small area,
mostly in the cities.
THE OPPORTUNITY: We have the opportunity to respond while the hearts of the people are open and seeking
for something that would make a difference in their lives and society. ELCA Global Church Sponsorship will fund
this project in evangelism over three years. It will allow evangelism activities to take place in three villages,
reaching out in three new provinces. This project would enable expanded outreach programs beyond the small
area in which the church currently finds itself.
An evangelism team will be organized around a pastor and Bible school students and lay people, who will rotate
through the team to maximize exposure of leaders to the training in evangelism. The team will do evaluation of
various sites and establish house groups and gospel stations in selected villages. It is hoped that the church will
have two new congregations by the end of the project. Leadership development, church-planting strategies, and
expanding on local resources to help grow faith will help this budding church continue to grow where there is no
Christian church or witness.
THE IMPACT: The Lutheran Church in Cambodia will have mission starts in three new provinces, with the
expectation of new congregations there in the future. In the meantime, the gospel seed is sown and lives are
renewed through direct evangelization. GET INVOLVED! This ELCA Global Church Sponsorship priority is a new
ministry as part of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. You can help by sharing this
information, by praying, and by making a donation.
By check: Make your check payable to "ELCA Global Church Sponsorship" with "Cambodia, GCS4005" in the
memo line, and send it to: ELCA Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA
22116-8009 Online: Go to www.community.elca.org/Cambodia to make a one-time gift.
By phone: Call 800-638-3522 and pay with a credit card or set up a monthly gift.
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY
Once again this year St. John's is teaming with the Salvation Army on two programs which directly serve people
and programs here in the Coachella Valley: the Angel Tree program and the Red Kettle Bell Ringers. We erected
our Angel Christmas Tree in the sanctuary and hung 70 tags with the names of children supplied to us by the
Salvation Army. The first Sunday (November 16) the Angel Tree was up 59 of the 70 children's names were
taken by people of St. John's. That same Sunday we began taking names of volunteers for the Bell Ringing
program - a program whose donations stay totally within the Coachella Valley to help people in need here - and
within five days we had 27 of the available 32 spots filled. Then, on Sunday, November 23, 2014, all of the last
Angel Tree tags were taken and two more Bell Ringing spots were taken. How wonderful, generous, and
spirit-filled are the people of this congregation! I thank God for you!!!
If you weren't able to take a child's name from the Angel Tree and would still like to participate you may do so by
making a check to the Salvation Army - Christmas Angel Tree Project. Whether you purchased gifts or are
donating by check, please have your donation returned to the church by December 15th.
On November 9th Lothar Vasholz and I hosted a forum between worship services to continue discussions within
St. John's on ways we can help serve veterans and current military within our church and our community. Some
of the issues under discussion are helping to direct veterans (& active military) to resources within the desert
community, increasing awareness of programs and assistance that are available which can help resolve problems
or road-blocks, encouraging listening to veterans, supporting ELCA chaplaincy programs, providing Prayer Books
for Armed Forces through our ELCA connections, and much more.
We are making plans to bring more information to those who need it within our community of St. John's and to
finding more ways for us all to be involved in providing support in meaningful ways. Look for more information
coming at the beginning of 2015. In the meantime, please contact Lothar or myself if you have ideas on this
topic which you'd like to contribute or if you would like to join us in this outreach program.
My Christmas prayer is that Christ's peace fill your hearts and homes each day during the upcoming days of
Advent and as we celebrate the blessed birth of our Lord Jesus.
Ruth Allen

EVERGREEN TREE
These trees, which keep their green leaves year-round, are symbolic of Christmas, eternal life
and God’s everlasting love. In the Bible, evergreen trees are called the “cedars of Lebanon,”
suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), height (Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and steadfast faith.

COACHELLA VALLEY RESCUE MISSION - TOY DRIVE
The CVRM is asking for our help to provide some unwrapped toys for their toy drive. Collection boxes are
available in the Narthex and in Fellowship Hall. The boxes will be picked up on Monday, December 15th.
Thank you in advance for your support.
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This year has seen many changes, but one thing that hasn't changed is the wonderful support
St. John's congregation has given the FIND program over the years.
January: Robert Cravens, who is the Principle at the Learning Tree school next to St. John's
mentioned to Mitch Phillips that his church, Palm Desert Church of Christ, was thinking about
starting a food distribution. To make a long story short, a group from his church came to
observe one of our distributions. They decided to hold off for a while, but offered their help
with ours. Andrea Stevens became their liaison and has been my helper all year.
March: This was supposed to be the last month I would direct FINE. I couldn't go through with it for several
reasons: 1. There wasn't anyone to fill in.
2. I didn't feel right leaving while we were searching for a new minister.
3. I didn't want to leave all the people down who have come to us for years.
May - August: These are the hardest months to keep things going. Our regular volunteers go on vacations and
our winter visitor volunteers are gone. But the number of people we serve continues to grow and the heat
doesn't make it easier. Thanks to God for our fellow Christians from Palm Desert Church of Christ who were
there every other Tuesday to help.
September: FIND Food Bank in Indio had always supplied our USDA food once a month. Second Harvest from
Riverside took that contract away starting in Sept., so it was a decision whether to drop USDA or see if they could
deliver early enough on the day we distribute. That meant the truck had to drive from Riverside to St. John's by
7AM at the latest. They have done just that. It's a very busy time unloading, bagging, etc., but it has worked.
We had to change our schedule for distribution from twice a month to once a month, because the number of
families we serve has increased from an average of 90 to 145. We don't have enough storage space. Even now,
we can't store enough eggs for everyone.
Next year plans: We have discussed several solutions to the fact that I don't want to be in charge after March.
Seven years have gone by quickly. I don't want to stop helping, but I need more free time and boxes are getting
heavier.
If anyone has an inkling to step up, please let Pastor or me know. We can't drop a service to the community that
has existed over 20yrs. It's a calling and I can assure you, rewarding in so many ways. Nothing is set in stone as to
how it's managed. There are certain rules we have to follow, but they're easy enough. Two or three people can
form a team. There are lots of possibilities. Training should start in January. Jackie Kramer 760-202-2324

ADVENT COLORS
One of the season’s symbolic colors is blue, representing hope. During Advent, we wait in hope to
celebrate again God’s coming in human form, and we look forward in hope to Christ’s coming in
glory at the end of the age. Purple symbolizes the royalty of Jesus, the coming Prince of Peace,
and the penitence with which we receive him. Some congregations also use pink or white candles
in Advent wreaths, with pink symbolizing joy and white symbolizing the Christ child.
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