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Christmas Eve
6 PM - Family Worship
8 PM - Traditional Worship
10 PM - Jazz Worship

There are multiple opportunities to share a gift
with a child who may not receive one without your kindness.
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The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1: 5
We begin Advent in preparation for our celebration of Christmas. The symbolism of Advent
highlights the interplay of light and darkness in the winter season, in human history and in our
personal lives.
Even as the nights of December grow longer, the promise of the season is that we are drawing
near to the dawning of the light. Following the longest night of the year in late December, the
winter solstice marks the slow return of the sun as the ordered rhythms of the seasons move
toward spring.
But the interplay of darkness and light is not simply a meteorological occurrence; it is a symbol
of the unfolding of God's promises to all humankind. Speaking to a people living through great
difficulty and despair, long ago the prophet Isaiah proclaimed that even though "darkness
covers the earth and thick darkness the peoples," God promises that "on those living in deep
darkness a Light has dawned."
So it is for us in our own time. We live in what often seems a dark time filled with foreboding,
violence and war. But the Christmas message is one of light, of peace and hope: "The light
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it." It is the promise of God's advent
in Jesus Christ, the revelation of God's unfailing light and never-ending love.
Peace,
Pastor Richard

A Message from your Council President
Well, here we go, the holidays are here! Hope you all had a great thanksgiving. There is so much for us to give
thanks for that seems to get lost in the shuffle of these busy days. I am thankful for Pastor Rollefson and his wife
Cindy. The interim process is moving along smoothly and I am enjoying Pastor's sermons, worship style and his
administrative work. Cindy is such a pleasure to get to know, I hope you all have the opportunity to get to know
her better as we move through the season (she's a packer fan???). Blessings are so abundant here at St. John's
as we welcome back our winter friends and move towards the celebration of Christmas. Let's not forget that
these all come from God the Provider and be generous in sharing with one another, our community, those in
need, all of Gods children.
We will have many opportunities to be a part in following Christ's example to Love our neighbors as ourselves:
ringing the bell for the Salvation Army, the Angel Tree, FIND, giving food and clothing to the Coachella Valley
Rescue Mission (and so many other great organizations), sharing with our neighbors across the street, the list
goes on and on. This time of year seems to be a condensed time frame of what a year is, with many distractions,
opportunities, time crunches, joys and sorrows, reaching out, stretching out what we can be doing and should be
doing, fellowship, relationships. It all seems to come at once and can seem overwhelming.
Let's all take the time to enjoy the journey, to reflect on, learn from and look forward to one year coming to an
end and another just around the corner. As we prepare to celebrate our Savior's birth, we put into perspective
what all this hustle and bustle is about by focusing on the Big Picture: God is with us, God is present in
EVERYONE we come in contact with. What an opportunity to share the Gospel with those around us as we are
reminded that you can't have Christmas without CHRIST.
Pastor Richard has been working with the LIFT group to begin putting together the church profile that the call
committee will be using. You should have the opportunity for input about St. Johns from questions the group is
gathering from interviews. Please continue to be in prayer for our Pastor, leadership and the person that will be
called. The process is moving along as it should be. Let's also enjoy this journey as the chapter unfolds and look
forward to St. John's future in "Knowing Christ and Making Christ Known".

Blessings to all, Merry Christmas and may the new year brings us all into a closer relationship with our Savior,
Craig Jahries, Church Council President

The staff and council members of St. John’s wish everyone a blessed
Christmas and safe and Happy New Year.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
6 PM Family Christmas
8 PM Traditional Candlelight
10 PM Candlelight Jazz

Submitted by Lothar Vasholz

RING THE BELLS-SALVATION ARMY - This year, St. John's, will again participate in the annual
Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign. Representing the church, we will be "ringing" at La
Quinta Trader Joe's. The activity represents one of many ways our members are involved in
supporting Coachella Valley service organizations. Individual and/or family members, friends
are all welcome to participate. Musical presentations, even pets add to the atmosphere.
Youth and children are welcome to experience the activity. Appropriate signs will identify
"ringers" as representing St. John's Lutheran Church. Please contact Lothar Vasholz, 760 285
3933, for more information and scheduling your "ringing" activity.

The Angel Tree in our worship area gives you the opportunity to select a specific child to
purchase a Christmas gift for. Choose a tag from the tree. Keep the top part of the tag; the
bottom part of the tag is attached to the gift(s). Purchase items on the wish list (You don't
have to buy everything or the exact items on the tag. The items listed are suggestions of what
the child has wished for.) Perhaps you can share a gift project with a friend. Return the items
to St. John's by December 18th. They gifts will be presented to the children on December 21st.
This is a great way to be directly linked to the recipient of a gift.
No time to shop? You may make a monetary donation to:
"The Salvation Army-Christmas Angel Giving Tree Program".
For further information please contact:
Lieutenant Bumita Kelsey at 424-237-5344 or Lothar Vasholz at 760-285-3933

SINGLE AND PARENTING - Various studies indicate the percentage of single parents ranges from below to above
50% of child rearing families. Imagine the challenge of balancing child rearing, maintaining a house hold,
earning a living all magnified as the responsibility of one parent.
The program '"Single and Parenting" is designed to address all issues facing a single parent. Sessions begin
Monday, January 13; 6-7:30pm. Child care and light dinner will be provided. The program presents current
and recent single parents addressing a wide range of issues via professional video. A discussion period
follows allowing discussion on points raised in the video. The accompanying workbook continues each
week's topic for further, personal reflection. Only charge for the program, $15, provides an excellent
workbook for permanent reference.
Who do you know who, as a single parent, would benefit from participating in the program. Contact the
Church Office, Pastor Richard Rollefson, or Molly Farrin @760 345 2122 for more information. Space is
limited.

Please remember that all
contributions must be in the
church office or postmarked no
later than December 31st to be
included in your 2013 giving
year.

2 Lisa Caronna
3 Jan Querciagrossa
4 N. J. Woods
Nancy Frey
Danette Davis
5 Dora Hoppe
6 Betty Stucki
Joyce Medford
7 John Hagar
Stephanie Hopping
8 Arlene Kukowski
12 Ned Millis
12 Linda Wainio
12 Linda Dempster
12 Debbie Barkley
12 Laura Barrows
14 Charlie Ash
15 Phyllis Doughty
16 Ruth Buckley
16 Dylon Capraro
18 Emily Hagar
19 Sherri Forbes
19 Taylor Devlin
20 Don Olsen
21 Noah Burkett
22 Eden Carroll
23 Kaitlyn Hulslander
23 Rachel Barela
27 Donna Olsen
27 Barbara Stokke
27 Nancy Turner
27 Louis Blank
January 1 - 10
2 Larry Lang
Alexandra Lewke
Virginia Bridge
5 Patti Mathis
Lance Yackee
8 John Barkley
10 Curt Starkweather
Sammie Lee Lingle

3
5
6
15
19
20
22
24
26
28
28

Sandra & Vito Genovese
Betty & Dick Landis
Joyce & Bill Richter
Diane & Dan McClary
Harriet & Gerry Johnson
Hilda & Jerry Andengaard
Beth & Charlie Ash
Molly & Mark Farrin
Marji & Lothar Vasholz
Kay & Dick Mathison
Orpha & Jerry Holm

January 1 -10
10 Cindy & John Hagar

God bless and have a wonderful and safe
Christmas and New Year’s.

Thank you for your support.

CELEBRATION SINGERS
Rehearsals are in full swing,
Wednesdays at 4:00 pm in
the choir room.
If you are interested in
music, fun, and fellowship,
come by and check us out.
Contact Laura Stave at (760)564-0137
for more information.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS
TRANSFER
For your convenience there
are several ways for you to
make your contribution to
St. John’s other than Sunday
morning.
EFT (Electronic Funds
Transfers) forms are available
for you in the narthex, or
you can go directly to our
website and schedule your
contributions on-line.
Thank you for your
continued support. If you
need assistance please call
Ann in the church office.

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good
News”, newspaper is delivered
via email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have your
email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer
for you or someone else, please contact
one of the people listed below. This
group stretches far and wide via e-mail.
Make sure to ask the person’s permission
to be placed on the prayer chain.
Requests are confidential.
Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or
Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093

The Ladies of St. John's wish to thank all the members who helped make our annual bake sale
and craft fair a huge success. We also want to thank our ladies group members who helped
set up, sell, clean up and provided many of the things we sold.
Cookbooks are still available for sale at a cost of $10 each. There is an excellent little history
of St. John's in the beginning of the cookbook. Many people didn't realize our church is 50 years old this year!
The cookbooks make excellent Christmas gifts for friends and family, so come and get 'em! They will be sold
until they're all gone.
The Ladies of St. John's will meet again on Wednesday, December 4 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We meet on the
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month throughout the winter, and all ladies are invited to attend.
The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial
avenue to support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among
club members for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.

Our next scheduled meeting will be on December 21 at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
For your information and planning --our current projects are : Attendance at the upcoming PALM SPRINGS
FOLLIES - "The last Hurrah/Our Farewell Season". The show, as well as St. John's attendance at the Follies in a
previous year, was a phenomenal success. Based on projected participation, we have scheduled a St. John's
group of 40 participants --- for the Matinee Show on Tuesday 14 January. As proposed, our group will receive
preferential seating, and a portion of each ticket will be for support of the St. John's Scholarship Program.
Members and friends of members are welcome to attend. Price of each ticket is $85.00. Please contact Ann or
myself for reservations if you are interested in attending.
Supporting the Tour de Palm Springs which will take place on February 7th, This year's event will include in
addition to bike distance events - a one, two, and three mile walk event through the celebrity home Palm Springs
neighborhood. The Men’s Club will be selling raffle tickets, and pledge sheets - as well as encouraging St John’s
rider participation. We will receive the total amount collected - from sales and rider participation -- which will
be committed toward our scholarship program. Coordinator and Point of Contact for participation is Duke Frey duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club is Duke Frey
duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

YOUTH GROUP
Did you know that there are 925 million hungry people in the world? There are also 20,000
children under the age of 5 that died every day this year, most from preventable causes like
hunger, poverty and disease. The youth of St. John's would like to do something about this,
but they need your help. This past Friday the kids went without food for 30 hours to raise
awareness of this issue as well as raise funds to help. Please consider supporting the youth in
their efforts by making a donation. All money will go to World Vision to help feed and care
for hungry children worldwide. Please write "famine" in the memo of any additional
donation that you give today.

They say time flies when you're having fun. I guess we must be, because the holiday season is
here and we're as busy as we've ever been. If we were a business, we'd be pleased to see a
growth in customers. We'd spend more time and money to keep up with the demand. Well, we
are spending more time and money, but our customers don't demand anything. They
appreciate our efforts. They pay with kind words of thanks, smiles, and hugs. I find piles of bags
and egg cartons by the FIND door on distribution mornings. They saved them for us. Last
Tuesday one young man asked if he could get his share early so he could help the rest of us take other recipients
food to their cars. It was his way of saying thanks. Of course, we took him up on the offer.
The feeling of thankfulness is very strong this time of year. It's overwhelming for Christians. Our Lord's gift of His
Son for our salvation leaves us with a heart full of gratitude and inadequate words of praise. We're left to carry
out His instructions, one of which is to feed the poor. Thanks to the members of St. John's, we are doing just
that. Maybe it could be called Neighborhood Stewardship, because we're willing to share our time volunteering,
our food and finances with those who live close by, strangers to us, but not to God. It's a choice we've made as
servants of God and it makes one feel good!

Global Mission: Focus on hunger
The focus of ELCA World Hunger projects include responding to hunger here in
America as well as elsewhere in the world. Here at St. John's we are responding
directly to hunger in our neighborhood through our F.I.N.D. program. Volunteers put forth their time and effort
as well as funds to help our neighbors put a meal on their table and to ease their lives a little. According to data
quoted on the website www.elca.org some 49 million of our fellow Americans - including more than 16 million
children - aren't always sure if they will have a "next meal." (Sources: Feeding America,
www.feedingamerica.org; Bread for the World, www.bread.org; and United States Department of Agriculture,
USDA.gov.)
It is our tradition to help our neighbors in need. When we support the global ELCA World Hunger mission we can
know that we are working to help our local neighbors and people in need throughout the United States as well
as addressing hunger and poverty throughout the world. Definitely a tradition worth continuing.

Sons of Norway Lodge here in the Coachella Valley, would like to invite whoever is of Norwegian
(or Scandinavian) heritage in your church to come visit our Lodge. We have a social every 3rd
Saturday of the month at 4:30 PM. We get together at Hope Lutheran Church in Palm Desert
usually for a Meal and a Program of interest. Please Call Luella at 760-363-7704 for more information.

LIVE TO GIVE
In Acts 20:35, Paul quotes Jesus that “It is more blessed to give than
to receive.” (Interestingly, that’s the only recorded statement of
Jesus that’s not found in one of the four gospels.)
At Christmas and throughout the year, the blessings of giving are
profound and lasting. Poet Maya Angelou says, “I have found that
among its other benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.”

Department Heads & Board
Members
Please have your Annual Reports
to Ann by January 6th.
THANK YOU.

Youth - The kids are busy as always, enjoying service and friendship. We kicked off the
month with a fun afternoon at the movies on the 3rd. We saw "Despicable Me 2" in 3-D
and took away a message that even the worst of people can change their ways and
become a hero. On the 9th we were back at the Washington St. Apartments for a fun
bingo night. The residents there really enjoy the bingo and we had some of our St.
John's friends as well. Soon we will be bringing our fun bingo nights to St. John's! On
the 17th Rock the Flock was back performing "Walking with Son." The message of
service was a good match for Pastor's message about using your "Time and Talent" to
serve the Lord. On the 24th we had our annual "Thanksgiving" youth group. We played
lots of fun, food-themed games like turkey bowling and donut fishing. We also took
time to give thanks for all of the blessings in our lives and to pray for those less
fortunate. We finished off the month with a football game on the 28th. The month of
December will be a busy one for the Youth of St. John's. We appreciate your support in all of our efforts. Happy
Holidays!
* * * Upcoming Events * * *
Sunday, December 1st - Theme Park Day
Friday, December 6th - 30 Hour Famine 7pm
Saturday, December 7th - Festival of Lights Parade 5:45pm
Sunday, December 8th - Famine Sunday / Pageant Dress Rehearsal 12:30pm
Saturday, December 14th - Christmas Pageant at PDCC 2pm
Sunday, December 15th - Christmas Pageant at both services
Sunday, December 22nd - Christmas Lights Tour 5pm
Tuesday December 24th - Christmas Eve Family Service 6pm
Tuesday, December 31st - New Year's Lock-in 8pm
*Christmas Store, Bell-Ringing and Caroling TBA

Please join us for our annual
Children's Christmas Program
on December 15th at both services.

Attention all Youth and Sunday school kids (Everyone is welcome to participate)! Here is
another way that you can give to others this Christmas. This year we are collecting toys for
the C.V. Christmas Store as well as volunteering at the store on December 20th from 4:30 to
8pm. Please bring any unwrapped gift for children ages 0-18, and drop in the box in
Fellowship Hall. The C.V. Christmas Store is a cause close to the heart of St. John's youth, and
will serve over 6,000 children this year with your help.

42695 Washington St. / Palm Desert, CA 92211 / 760-345-2122
Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Mission Statement:

Richard Rollefson, Interim Pastor :
rrollefson@verizon.net

To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Ann Rhein, Office Manager :
st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 AM Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:15 “Alphabet of Grace” - Adult Education

SPECIAL DATES IN DECEMBER
1
8
15
21
22

First Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday of Advent
Third Sunday of Advent
First Day of Winter
Fourth Sunday of Advent

11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church

24 Christmas Eve

6 PM - Family Worship
8 PM - Traditional Worship
10 PM - Jazz Worship
25 Christmas Day
31 New Year’s Eve/Watch Night

The account of the candy cane’s origins circulates every Christmas season and is more
likely a fun story than historical fact. No matter; tales often contain truth. This tasty treat
can convey important elements of our Christian faith.
The stripes remind us of the heart of Christmas, our Savior, Jesus: white for his purity; red
for his blood shed on the cross. The candy cane resembles the curved staffs of the
shepherds — the first people to visit the Christ-Child and worship at the manger. And
when the cane is turned upside down, it becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.”
Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down and inverts our presumptions: A poor baby
born in a stable becomes King of kings and Lord of lords; enemies aren’t for hating but loving; blessings aren’t for
hoarding but sharing; the world works for war, but Jesus calls us to live in peace; receiving is better than giving;
sinners are made saints; and death is conquered as God grants us eternal life.
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