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Worship Schedule
Sunday

Since there are no “Special Dates” in August
let’s go with. . . .

9:00 AM Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church

Mondays from 6:00 to 7:30 PM

10 REASONS TO ATTEND CHURCH
1. To have fellowship with the crucified and risen Christ.
2. To worship.
3. To be forgiven.
4. To hear the voice of God.
5. To grow in the knowledge of the Bible, God’s Word.
6. To feed your soul.
7. To be prayed for.
8. To be loved and encouraged.
9. To love and encourage your fellow Christians.
10. To promote the Gospel.
—Dr. Richard P. Bucher

There is need of only one thing . . . which will not be taken away.
Luke 10:42
On my first Sunday here with you the gospel text for the day was the story of Jesus visiting the
house of Martha and Mary. As you may remember, after Martha's complains that her sister
Mary is just sitting listening to Jesus instead of helping her in the kitchen, Jesus responds by
telling Martha that she is distracted with many things and that Mary has chosen "the better
way."
Truth is, Jesus seems a bit unsympathetic to Martha, given that she's trying to get a meal ready for him. Still it's
not really her work, but rather, her anxiety and distraction that Jesus challenges. I don't think Jesus was really
unsympathetic; instead, he was trying to remind Martha--and all of us--of what comes first.
Like Martha, we, too, are "busy with many things." Both as individuals and as a community of faith we can feel
pulled in many directions and the time following the departure of a beloved pastor can be an anxious one for
any church. My role with you as interim pastor is to help us focus on what's most important. It's not that there
won't be a lot of work to do--good, important work to be busy with--but our faith journey as individuals and our
ministry together as a community of faith begin with "listening to Jesus."
In preparation for the calling of a new pastor at St. John's, my work as interim pastor is to help us listen to Jesus
by focusing on how God is present and active in our lives, in the life of our church and in our larger community.
We will do this by focusing on three simple questions: (1) who are we? (2) who are our neighbors? and (3) what
is God calling us to be and do? Over the next months we will explore these questions together to help us discern
God's vision for St. John's Lutheran.
I am excited to be your interim pastor. Cyndi and I have already experienced your wonderful hospitality and we
look forward to our time together, “listening to Jesus”!
Peace,
Pastor Richard Rollefson

Richard and Cyndi are both from a small Wisconsin town,
Oconomowoc, where they knew each other in high school, later
reunited and were married in 1997. Richard attended Luther
College, the University of London, Yale Divinity School and the
Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. He has served churches,
including several interim positions, in the San Francisco Bay Area,
Milwaukee and San Diego and was Campus Pastor of Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley.
Cyndi attended the University of Wisconsin, Whitewater and holds Master's degrees in Special Education
and Guidance Counseling. She worked for many years as a Special Education teacher and guidance
counselor and following her retirement, has focused on tutoring autistic students. Cyndi's son, Joshua,
attends college in San Diego.

Those of us who are year rounders here at St. John's are probably aware that
we now have an interim pastor. To our winter friends and those of you
traveling this summer, I am very pleased to let you know that Pastor Richard
Rollefson and his wife Cyndi are now desert dwellers for the next 12 months
or so. They arrived Wednesday the 10th of July, Pastor Rollefson hit the pavement running Monday the 15th. A
very generous couple from way up North has let them stay in their winter home until they find a home for the
interim term.
Pastor met with the Council at our regular monthly meeting and with the Men's Group on Saturday. We were
also able to have an informal gathering at one of our Council Members home for dinner and a nice time of
fellowship. Very thoughtful and kind of them to have the Council, Pastor, and our significant others over for
the evening.
I am very encouraged and thankful for Pastor Rollefson taking the position here at St. John’s. With over 33 years
in the Ministry, training for an interim position, and having served as an interim pastor, I feel we are truly
blessed to have this man and his wife Cyndi, who has retired from the teaching profession, here at St. John’s to
help us with a smooth transition in the months to come.
The pastor takes on a full time position with all the responsibilities of any pastor who leads a congregation. Not
only will he be of service in a full time position, he will help us through the upcoming months in our call process
and be sure that we continue to move forward in service to our community, one another and “Knowing Christ to
Make Christ Known”.
Blessings, Craig Jahries, Council President

Our prayers are with . .
Dean Charley, his family and friends as they grieve the loss of Thelma, who died
July 14th.
The family and friends of Phil Nelson as they grieve the loss of Phil who died July 15th.

The following is a note from the family of Phil Nelson.
Dear Friends,
It is with a heavy heart we announce Dad's (Phil Nelson) passing on July 15th, around 9 p.m. After the
last 2 hospital stays, we entered home hospice care, and Dad went peacefully within a week.
Mom is doing as well as can be expected. To drop her a note, the address is:
Thelma Nelson / 32684 Chiricahua Drive Thousand Palms, CA 92276
Dad was a wonderful man who loved his wife, children, grandsons, great-grandson, extended family, and
his wide circle of friends from over the years. He is missed already.
Love,
Mike, Cathy and Diane

AUGUST
2 Bill Wilson
4 Ruth Riddle
5 Beth Ash
Deyvn Jones
6 Nate Craig
Avery Ballew
7 Sebastian D'Alessio
8 Harriet Johnson
Walter Miller
9 Cindy Hagar
Chris Hopping
10 Marji Vasholz
Carol Gunther
13 Phil Nelson
14 Susie Keenan
16 Ron Walker
Millie Taylor
18 Betty Landis
19 Gerry Johnson
Richard Laker
Jerry Andengaard
Ben Bridges
22 Margaret Genovese
Tom Laffin
26 Sandra Genovese
Judy Phillips
27 Olivia Lewke
30 Joy Bridges
31 Debra Manners

SEPTEMBER

4

8
9
12
14
15
16

18
21
22
23
26
27
28
30

ANNIVERSARIES
7
10
15
17
26
28
28
28

Michele & Steve Sindoni
Chris & Kris Hopping
Cindy & Ned Millis
Sammie Lee & Don Lingle
Karla & Sam Hansen
Mary & Bill Winters
Betty & Boyd Neiertz
Debi & Ben Bridges

1 Dick Landis
Chris Bergh
3 Betty Neiertz
Donna Schlitt
Deborah Bridges
Phil Larson
Mark Mouland
Jacklyn Van Natta
Samantha Van Natta
Jo Le Wilson
Jordan Melcher
Virginia Ahlmeyer
Bill Norman
Bailee Johnson
Michele Sindoni
Alice Hewitson
Tammy Lohf
Michael Miller
Mary Winters
Collin Bogie
Elaine Wadleigh
Rocco Caronna
Michael Bartram
Cornelia Van Laar
Dylan Silver
Dick Mathison
Jude Moreno
Michele Claxton
Jim Upshaw

ANNIVERSARIES
9
18
21
25

Shauna & Wade Adams
Janet & Bob Peper
Ellen & John Read
Donita & Bob Holst
Thelma & Phil Nelson
25 Karen & Dan Flahive
29 Donna & Chris Bergh

BUILDING LOAN
REPAYMENT

In order to build our
beautiful new Ministry Center, it was
necessary to borrow $80,000.00.
Five very generous couples (all snowbirds)
loaned St. John's the $80,000.00 with no
interest. Four couples at $10,000.00 each
and one couple at $40,000.00. We have
an obligation to repay that money as soon
as possible. One couple changed their loan
to a contribution, so our balance on the
loans was $70,000.00. A distribution of
25% was made in May, that left a balance
of $52,000.00 to be paid. Every member
of the Church Council, and the Office Staff,
has committed to a monthly contribution
to reduce our debt.
There is currently $8,800 in the “Building
Loan Repayment” account. The next
distribution will be made in October 2013.
Let’s all help to pay off this obligation.

• “Every tomorrow has two handles. We
can take hold of it with the handle of
anxiety or the handle of faith.”
—Henry Ward Beecher

• “Breathe a prayer of gratitude. And give
those you love an extra measure of
affection. Life is fleeting, and love is
precious. Cherish both.”
—Galen Guengerich

• “Hope is always available to us. When we
feel defeated, we need only take a deep
breath and say yes, and hope will
reappear.”
—Monroe Forester

Combining Evangelism and Mission

by Lothar Vasholz

SINGLE AND PARENTING
We continue our weekly sessions designed to help single parents deal with the multitude of challenges they face.
The sessions will continue thru August on Monday evenings at 6-7:30 pm. Snacks and child care are provided.
Topics covered are: Parenting Tools and Projects, Parenting Approaches and God's Love, Talking and Listening,
Conflict and Resolution, Dating and Single Sexuality.
The program concludes Monday August 26th. Our experience with the initial presentation will help us prepare
for the next session. We tentatively plan a repeat of the 13 week series starting in early January and continuing
thru March. Based on reactions of our participants, our time and efforts have been well invested. Please join
the presentation team for our next series. Contact Molly Farrin @ 760-534-6524 or Lothar Vasholz @ 760-2853933.

WASHINGTON STREET APARTMENTS
The inaugural program for our "Mission Project Next Door" was a bar-b-q at the apartments across the street. A
very enjoyable event, we received a gracious "thank you" from the Apartments manager (printed below),
Juanita Nielsen. The August event will be an ice cream social; for September, a Bingo night. Details will follow.
Our Youth Group is providing the leadership for this project, St. John's members/friends are all welcomed to
participate.

Washington Street Apartments would like to thank you for the nice time and the wonderful company last
Saturday. We appreciate all that you did for us here. We are looking forward to getting together again.
Thank you. Juanita Nielsen / Site Manager

In Green Like God (FaithWords), Jonathan Merritt insists that caring for the planet isn’t
a “right-left” issue but a “moral-immoral” issue. When Christians find common ground
about being stewards of creation, he says, we fulfill God’s divine plan and encounter
him more easily.
Merritt writes: “One of the reasons God is so protective of the earth and one of the reasons he charged us with
keeping and caring for it is because he is singing through it …. That alone should produce in us a deep
appreciation for the creation and a passionate worship for the One who made it.”

When our winter volunteers
began their summer escape
and our year round members
announced their vacation
plans, it was certain we'd have
to find replacements. Not that
any of them were replaceable,
because each one had unique
qualities to offer our recipients
and fellow volunteers, but the
work load never takes a summer break and more
willing hands were needed. So what do we do when
we need help? Get on our knees and ask for
guidance.
Here's what happened. Those of us who go to the
FIND warehouse for food get to know one another as
we wait for the gate to open at 7am. Yolanda,"Yolie",
had told me how their congregation "Connected to
the Vine Outreach" was dedicated to helping the poor
and disabled. They distribute food themselves once a
month, help other organizations do the same, and
contribute $1000 monthly to an orphanage for
mentally retarded children in Mexico. The money can
only be used for food. She and her husband, Richard,
visit there to make sure their contribution is spent as
designated. "It's near to our hearts." (They have a
32yr old son, living at home, who is severely
retarded.) I asked her if they would consider helping
us through the summer and they agreed. We've also
had a positive response for help from Hope Lutheran
Church. Donna has pitched in several times and
Patrick joined us last Tuesday. Welcome! Praise God
for touching the hearts of our new friends in answer
to prayer. They are appreciated beyond measure.

June

2012

2013

# served

498

594

# > age 55

125

171

# age 24-54

195

211

# age 5-19

119

155

# < age 5

59

57

# families

184

205

Many thanks to The East Riverside Thrivent Chapter
(of which St. John's is a member) for the financial
support of the following St. John's Activities:
The Men's Club (Musical Extravaganza) for student
scholarships: $1500.00
F.I.N.D. (Food in Need of Distribution) $668.00
The 2013 grand total of $2,168 is the result of the
volunteer hours by members who have worked
toward the projects to qualify for the funds.
AGAIN, THANK YOU THRIVENT AND ST. JOHN'S
MEMBERS!
Vito Genovese, Judy Phillips, Diana Lang and
Marji Vasholz, Thrivent Board Members
Christy Ansbro, Larry Lang, Marilyn Brockman,
Thrivent Advocates

While taking photos of the earth, the
space shuttle Columbia made a surprising
discovery: Underneath the harsh Sahara
Desert were 26 lakes, as well as miles of
underground rivers. That region’s
inhabitants face tough conditions
because those abundant resources
haven’t yet been tapped.
Churches often suffer a similar problem.
Congregations can’t reach their full God-given
potential unless people discover and use their gifts.
When we tap into our talents, however, God promises
that we “will be like a well-watered garden, like a
spring whose waters never fail” (Isaiah 58:11, NIV).
Reprinted with permission from Newsletternewsletter.com

Electronic Funds Transfer
For your convenience EFT’s are available through our
website or by filling out a form. The forms are
available in the Narthex. If you need assistance
please call Ann in the church office.

It’s hot! And though many families have left to escape the heat of the summer months, we
have a great group of kids that have stuck around to volunteer and enjoy time with their
youth group friends. On July 3rd the kids came out for a fun movie night. We watched “Warm
Bodies” a zombie movie with a twist. In this movie, as the zombies witnessed compassion
and kindness, they were able to turn human again. This movie showed that love and
understanding can turn anything around, even a zombie apocalypse! On July 6th we hosted a
barbeque at the Washington St. apartments. The event was our way of introducing ourselves
to the residents and promoting future programs. We had a lovely dinner and even some
entertainment from the youth! Thank you to all of the members who came out to the event
or supported us with food and monetary donations. The next day was our VBS set-up day,
and our dedicated youth members spent 18 hours transforming St. John’s into “Sonwest Roundup VBS.” The
next day we began our week long adventure in the wild west. We had youth worship leaders, station and group
leaders and even a sound tech! They all did an amazing job bringing God’s word to the children of St. John’s and
the community. We had 16 youth volunteers for Vacation Bible School. Following the last day of VBS we had a
youth lock-in on the 12th. We took some time to celebrate our success as well as an additional 12 hours tearing
down sets and cleaning up the mess. The next morning the kids were back at church to perform “He Will
Provide” for the congregation. What a week. Great job kids! We finished up the month with a fun movie night
on the 24th.
August Events – Thursday, 1st
Saturday 3rd – Invitation to Service at Cal Lutheran
th
Wednesday, 7
Movie Night 6 to 8pm
Saturday, 17th
Beach Train
th
Wednesday, 28 Youth Group Planning Meeting 6 to 8pm

VBS 2013

St. John’s hosted their 2013 Vacation Bible School
“Sonwest Roundup” from July 8th through 12th. This
year’s VBS was a great success. We had 47 children
attend five days of programming which was staffed
by more than 25 volunteers. The kids had amazing
week filled great music, games, crafts, a Bible
challenge and Bible stories all about Moses. Most importantly, they learned about
the “Ultimate Love” of Jesus! The kids
also raised $445 to support the ELCA
Good Gifts program! We wrapped up
the week with a performance for the
congregation at the 11:00 service. Thank you to all
the amazing volunteers who shared their spiritual
gifts with the kids at Vacation Bible School.

Y’all showed
us a
rip-roaring’
time
with Jesus.
Yee-haw

A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will somehow give us ears to hear, hearts to love and wills devoted to serve; that in
the days to come this congregation may be known not for our glory but for thine alone - a congregation of
people who know you; that this place may be an oasis, a place where people come to find out about you, where
lives are straightened out and made whole, where people find the peace that passes understanding.
Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these things above all else. We pray through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Reprinted with permission from Newsletternewsletter.com

THE RIGHT ROAD
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact
that I think that I am following your will does
not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you
does, in fact, please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am
doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart
from that desire.
And I know that if I do this, you will lead me
by the right road, though I may know
nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always, though I
may seem to be lost and in the shadow of
death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and
you will never leave me to face my perils
alone.
—Thomas Merton

