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Mission Statement: To Know Christ and To Make Christ Known
Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am - Traditional Service
10:10 To 10:45 am
Coffee Fellowship
Confirmation Class
11:00 am - Praise Service
Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship
4:00 pm - Saturday Night Light

Special Dates in April
2 & 3 Pastor Jen’s Installation at all three worship services.
5 Tues 4 pm - Directory Team
5 pm - LIFT
6 Wed 9 am - Women of the Church / Fellowship Hall
4 pm - Service Recap Meeting
7 Administrative Professionals Day
9 Sat
11 am - Michele Sindoni / Celebration of Life
10-16 National Volunteer Week
10 Sun
1 pm - Walter Miller / Celebration of Life
11 Mon 5 pm - Mutual Ministry
19 Tues 5:30 pm - Council Meeting

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR JEN: ON LIFE
"I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly"
John 10:10
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in our Easter services this year! I am truly grateful to all who
contributed in creating such joyous and meaningful worship experiences. I feel truly blessed to be part of this
beloved community.
In our Easter celebration, we proclaimed the truly good news that we have eternal and abundant life in Jesus
Christ. I was reminded of the fullness and beauty of God's gift of life just before our Sunrise Easter service. As we
gathered together on the grass lawn, feeling the rays of the rising sun, greeting one another with "Happy Easter"
and "He is Risen," engaging in conversation and preparation, a flock of birds flew overhead in a long and fluid
V-formation. I'm not versed enough in ornithology to know if they were geese or ducks or some other species, but
they were large and quiet and elegant against the morning sky.
We looked up, some pointed heavenward, many of us couldn't help but smile. Their presence seemed a gracious
touch from our good and gracious Lord. They, and the moment, were lovely.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dear St. John's Family,
As we celebrate the Easter Gift the Lord gave us we have so much to
be thankful for at St. John's. The number of ongoing activities at St.
John's has something for everyone to be a part of.
We have seen a fairly large increase in worshipers and hope to
continue growing. It is the responsibility of each member to recognize
and welcome potential new members. I truly feel we as a community
and a church are reaching to people who want to be involved in
learning what Christ and church is about. Touching our own
immediate families is also important in retaining the commitments in
Christ and church throughout our stay on this earth. Baptism and
Confirmation are important aspects and will always bring you back to
your personal commitment to Christ. If you seek these in your walk
with him and have not participated in either, please feel free to
contact me personally to make this happen.
In addition we will celebrate the installation of Pastor Shaw; this has
and will continue to be a lasting gift for us. With that said we will likely
have our final visit from Bishop Finck due to his retirement in May. It
has been a true pleasure to work with him and the Synod during the
call process and in other various issues.
The Solar financing / lease was approved. Council will also be
submitting a C.V.W.D. water rebate for approval. This will reduce the
water usage in the vacant lot and convert it to a multi use parking
overflow, the plan will be posted soon for your viewing. St. John’s will
also be updating our Web page; please continue to use it and watch
for the exciting changes.
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Pastor Jen's Installation
On Saturday, April 2 and Sunday, April 3,
Pastor Jen will be installed at all three of
our services. Our Bishop will be here and
we hope everyone will be here to share
with Pastor Jen on this special day.
In her honor, we will be having a dinner
in the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm on
Saturday, April 2 after the "Saturday
Night Light" service.

The new directory will be distributed soon, thanks to the committee
that spend so many hours on coordinating this project.
We look forward to a strong vibrant summer for St. John's.
We wish our winter guests a safe and peaceful journey to their
summer homes. We are so thankful for all you do at St. John’s.
Please keep in touch with us as we will with you in our prayers.
HE IS RISEN!
God bless you all!
Mitch Phillips
President
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PRAYER CHAIN: The prayer chain is
confidential and prayer requests are sent
via email. Make sure to ask the person’s
permission to be placed on the prayer
chain. Call Diana Lang (760) 360-2479 or
Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093 if you have
any questions or for more information.
We always welcome more warriors to
the prayer chain.

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM
The first new activity Outreach and Evangelism is digging into is the updating of our St John's church Website.
The goal will be to, not only update the content to current information but to begin adding to this on a
weekly/monthly basis to reflect the current happenings in our church. The idea is to have a living and breathing
resource that our current members can use for information and sharing as well as an informative site for those
who are looking for a church home or just a place to worship on their way through our valley. This will be
another great Outreach tool for our Church to help get the message of the Gospel to all of our web page
followers as well as new friends in Christ.
In preparation for this task, we are obtaining quotes from companies interested in helping us either update or
replace this website as well as the monthly hosting of said site. There are so many things to consider in doing
this so we want to have a good list of requirements built as we move through this process. Our hope is to have
something available by fall of this year to help us kick off our activities for the later part of the year. Stay tuned
for further information regarding this great new tool to help spread the Gospel and to keep the church
information flowing.
In closing, I would like to invite all who are interested in helping with this great committee, either with your time
, your talents or a monetary donation to the committee to support our new web page creation, to drop me a
line. We can always use volunteers as well as new ideas. On that note, if any of you have any suggestions,
comments or something you feel would be a great addition to our Website (including pictures) please send them
to me via email at caflyfisher1@gmail.com.
Chris Dale
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Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @
760-989-0456 or Karen @
760-989-0455 or
email fijordsmen@verizon.net to
host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated!

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt
Starkweather to volunteer, there are many
opportunities for you to serve the Lord. Call: (760)
399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

On Wednesday, April 6, at 9:00 a.m.,
the Ladies of St. John's will meet in the
Fellowship Hall. At this meeting, our
very own Council President, Mitch Phillips, will talk
about where he comes from, his own personal story, as
well as future goals for St. John's. At 10:30, Pastor Jen
will lead us in a Bible study entitled "Women of the
Bible," with a pot-luck luncheon at 11:30. All women
are invited.

St. John's is on Facebook! Search
"St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm
Desert" and like our page so that you can get updates
on all our important news and upcoming events.

Celebration Singers
Thank you to Laura Stave and all the choir
members who brought so much inspiration
to our worship services!

St. John's Ladies Group meets twice a month in the
Fellowship Hall. The first Wednesday of each month at
9 am, we start with coffee and a project, have a Bible
study at 10:30, and end with a pot-luck lunch at 11:30.
On the third Wednesday we meet at 1 pm. All ladies
are welcome. Won't you join us?

Volunteer needed!

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive
group of men who meet the 3rd
Saturday of each month. In addition to
being an organization for fellowship, the
club provides a financial avenue to
support St. John's programs. It also serves as a
personnel resource from among club members for
programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and
FIND.

The position of Altar Guild
Chairperson is open to
anyone in the church who
feels the call to serve in this
capacity. Diana Lang will be
covering temporarily. If you are interested in
becoming the Altar Guild Chairperson, please contact
Diana at Diana@lcdinc.net or at 760.360.2479 for a
description of the duties of Chairperson.

The next scheduled meeting will be on April 18 at 8:00
am in the Fellowship Hall with a Program presented for
group participation/discussion.

“Faith is not believing that God can, but that God will.”
—Abraham Lincoln

Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for
the St. John's Men's Club is Duke Frey duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902.

SWAT (St John’s Worship & Art Team) CALL TO
SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet, you are
welcome to join us. Fun and fellowship guaranteed!
Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for more
information.

Consider our facility for any possible gatherings.
Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Weddings * Retirements * Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information.
760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET
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The youth spent the month of March
learning, preparing and performing.
We kicked off the month with a
performance from Rock the Flock on
the 6th. Later that day was our 10th
Annual Musical Extravaganza, and what a show it was! We
had so many amazing performances from the community,
as well as our own talented St. John's performers. Our kids
did a great job not only performing, but running sound and
managing the auction and raffle. Our auction raised over
$1,700.00! Thank you to everyone who supported the
youth, and to the Men's Club for their meaningful
outreach. On the 13th, the youth accompanied the Sunday
school kids to see "Zootopia." It was a fun movie, and the
kids learned a lot about loving and accepting those who
are different than themselves. The 20th was Palm Sunday,
and the kids participated in the palm procession and
performed a song for the congregation. On the 26th we
hosted a fun Easter event for the kids. The youth did a
great job decorating, running games, helping with crafts,
and teaching the little kids all of the latest dance moves!
We finished out the month enjoying Easter services with
our family and church community. He is Risen!
Weekly Events
Saturdays - 4pm"SNL" followed by youth Bible study
Sundays - Confirmation Classes @10am

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make
the Host and Photo Sign-up Booth positions a
success for our upcoming Directory!
Sammi Lee Lingle, Karen Sorensen and Diana Lang
enjoyed their experience at the Photo Signup
Booth. Many thanks to Don Lingle for helping to
set up for the first day of photos and to Amy
Peterson for baking cookies for the photographers.
Those who filled the Host positions include Sammi
& Don Lingle, Judy & Mitch Phillips, Curt
Starkweather, Judy Burke, Sandra & Vito
Genovese, Michele Claxton, Marilyn Brockman,
Sally Jahries, Anita & Myron Yurko, Beryl & Don
Waldeland, Millie Taylor, Debbie & John Barkley,
Karen & Rick Sorensen, Debbie & Ben Bridges, Julie
& Chris Dale and Diana Lang.
All reports indicate that the Hosts had a lot of fun.
The atmosphere was like a family reunion, which
makes sense since we are the family of St. John's!

April Special Events
Friday, April 1st - Knott's Berry Farm
Saturday April 3rd - SNL / Dinner (no Bible study)
Sunday, April 10th - Bingo @ Washington St. Apts. 3pm
Sunday, April 17th - Youth Group 1pm
Sunday, April, 24th - Rock Practice / Youth Group 1pm

Sunday school - The Sunday school kids had
a fun time in the month of March. In
addition to their regular lessons they
enjoyed "Zootopia" at the new theater in La
Quinta, performed a song for the
congregation on Palm Sunday and had a fun "Bunny Hop"
on Holy Saturday! The Elementary School Youth Gathering
is April 15-17. All interested families, please see Molly on
Sunday morning.
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A planning team is currently meeting to plan the
layout of the new Directory. It is exciting to be a
part of this long awaited new Directory.
If you were unavailable for the photo sittings, you
may still submit a photo by April 4th at the church
office. Please include your name and phone
number with the photo. The photos will be
scanned and returned to you.
If you have questions concerning your submitted
photo, please contact Diana Lang at
Diana@lcdinc.net or 760.360.2479 for more
information.

2 Alice Zilinsky
Patrick Karst
4 Carol Mouland
7 Raquel Wise
Bryce Jankowski
11 Barb Grans
12 Jordan Donnelly
13 Paige Warren
14 Lois Koch
15 Bud Boston
17 Joan Laudig
19 Lora Warpness
20 Laura Stave
21 Janet Peper
22 Nena Johnson
24 Norma Campbell
Sherry Silver
26 Yvonne Michelsen
Marcia Vashaw
27 AJ Fishkind
Gabriela Mouland
28 Courtney Alacano
29 Mindy Davis
30 Peter Louis

1
4
10
14
24

Patty Mathis & Michael Miller
Lois & Bill Koch
JoLe & KC Wilson
Lora & William Warpness
Dyann & Jim Upshaw

4 Paul Stucki
Robin Young
Christopher Alacano
5 Wade Adams
6 Bram van der Meij
Irma Mouland
Andrew Gatch
7 Ruth Cumber
Connor O'Brien
8 Leonard Smart
10 Richard Ogle
Sarah Archer
12 Rosann Musmecci
15 Anne van der Meij
16 Jerry Buckley
KC Wilson
18 Tanner Stave
Payton Erdahl
21 Judy Burke
Cherine Radley
22 Richard Sorensen
23 Melton Bockman
26 Bella Rose D'Alessio
28 Linda Wolf
Li Hua Eddy
Michael Sindoni
29 Chris Dale
Abigail Kohfield
30 Sarah Melkonian

4 Jo & Phil Larson
7 Judy & Mitch Phillips
Norma & AJ Fishkind
11 Anita & Myron Yurko
15 Julie & David Babcock
18 Marylynn & Jim Kintner
25 Diana & Larry Lang
29 Sara & Frank van Patten
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Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News” newspaper
is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable
document file). Please make
sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John’s.

FIND - Please continue to bring bags, egg
cartons (12 count), non perishable food
items, etc. Next distribution will be April
26 at 8:30 am.

Memorial Services

Please keep family and friends in prayer.

Michele Sindoni
Saturday, April 9 at 11 am.
Reception following in the Sindoni home.

Walter Miller
Sunday, April 10 at 1 pm.
Reception following at Jack O Lope Ranch.

Bible Devotional Resources
The Test This Week: textweek.com (commentaries and resources for the weekly lectionary readings)
Bible Gateway: biblegateway.com (several Bible translations online)
"...In the Meantime": davidlose.net (blog of Luther Seminary President David Lose)
Working Preacher: workingpreacher.org (commentaries on lectionary readings from Luther Seminary)
Pray As You Go: pray-as-you-go.org (daily meditative audio devotional)
Christ in Our Home and The Word in Season (devotionals available in the narthex)

THOUGHTS ON SPRINGTIME

“Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”
—Martin Luther

God's Grandeur
by Gerard Manley Hopkins
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.
And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs —
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.
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