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Worship Schedule

Sunday

10 AM Blended Worship
10 AM - Kids Church
11 Coffee Fellowship

Special Dates in September
3 Labor Day (Office Closed)
9 National Grandparents Day
11 Patriot Day
15 through October 15 Hispanic Heritage Month
22 First Day of Autumn

The

“Good News” Newspaper

Dear Friends,
By this September
newsletter I hope you've
enjoyed the sound
enhancements from our
speakers being upgraded in the chancel area. Our
musicians work hard to have a spirited musical offering
to our Lord each worship day. We've also replaced an
air conditioner outside the chapel and one inside the
narthex area. Our summer attendance and offerings
have been steady and strong. Thank you from the
whole church!
We also begin our enhancing of another area of our
church, our "warming station." What's that? It's where
we do our fellowship time after church. It's where the
kids heat up their pizzas. It's also where both Men's and
Women's groups put together a meal every so often.
Our Homework Club coordinates various snacks in the
same area. If we put our minds to it, we might be able
to put together a Thanksgiving buffet for those who
don't have somewhere to travel to as that time of year
rolls around. Who knows what else might develop?
For this month's fellowship snacks after church, the
need will be to keep it simple, because of the
demolition and construction. I've heard it may take six
weeks. We'll see. It may be coffee and a cookie but the
fellowship won’t change!

We have four people so far who've expressed
interest in our future planning group (L.I.F.T.) Living into
the Future. We'd like to have about five to seven if
possible to launch the training and initial exposure. This
is a conference wide workshop to begin getting us
started. It's held Saturday, September 29th, from 9-12
pm at the Lutheran Church of Our Savior in San
Bernardino. Might even be good to get this group
together before hand and get to know each other and
dream about some possibilities. Let me know if you're
interested. If not now, it could be we'd need some
extra people later to look into some potential ideas
feasibility or to check out groups who'd like to take part
in working together on a larger idea.
Living into the future not only takes faith and vision,
but some intentional planning and encouragement that
will help us shape possibilities into reality. Some of you
travel and bring bulletins from other churches. Perhaps
some ideas about ministry could surface from your
travels or from those who visit so faithfully each winter.
I have opportunities to speak with other pastors too,
and this can be a source of some new ideas for ministry.
Let us hear from you and we will put your ideas into
the "stew" as we cook up the plans for our future. See
you in church.
Love, joy and peace,
Pastor C-

COLLEGE CORRESPONDENCE / Communication is a funny thing
Dear Dad,
$chool i$ really great. I’m making lot$ of friend$ and $tudying very hard. With all my $tuff, I $imply can't think of
anything I need. $o if you’d like, you can ju$t $end me a card, a$ I’d love to hear from you. Love, Your $on

Reply:
I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an hoNOr student busy. Do
NOt forget that the pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you can never study eNOugh. Dad
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October 1 - 10

1 Dick Landis
Chris Bergh
3 Betty Neiertz
David Evans
Donna Schlitt
Deborah Bridges
4 Phil Larson
Mark Mouland
Jaclyn Van Natta
Samantha Van Natta
8 Jordan Melcher
9 Virginia Ahlmeyer
12 Bill Norman
14 Cailee Johnson
15 Michele Sindoni
16 Alice Hewitson
Tammy Lohf
Michael Miller
18 Mary Winters
20 Arlene Pederson
21 Collin Bogie
22 Elaine Wadleigh
Rocco Caronna
23 Michael Bartram
26 Cornelia Van Laar
Dylan Silver
Aiden Woods
27 Dick Mathison
Jude Moreno
28 Michele Claxton
30 Jim Upshaw

PRAISE TO GOD FOR ALL THE BLESSINGS.

2 Bob Corwin
Paul Wainio
3 Carolyn Emmitt
Dorothy Zutz
4 Karla Hansen
5 Emmet Passow
Toni Laker
Craig Jahries
Trenton Schwanke
7 Jacob Hopping
8 Miah Montigney
9 Hayden Loutsenhizer

9
10
18
21
25

Shauna & Wade Adams
Beverly & John Ekvall
Janet & Bob Peper
Ellen & John Read
Donita & Bob Holst
Thelma & Phil Nelson
Karen & Dan Flahive
29 Donna & Chris Bergh

October Anniversaries (1-10)

*

Karen Sorensen received her donor kidney
on Saturday, August 25th; she is doing great!
They are at a cousin’s home for a minimum
of 4 weeks. They have to be less
than 30 minutes from the hospital. Rick said
Karen would love to have cards from her St.
John’s family.
Mrs. K. Sorensen
c/o Stebbins home
311 Via Almansa
Encinitas, CA 92024
Please keep the donor family and Karen in
your prayers.
*

Eugene Louis is recovering.

*

AMSprotectme (our security monitoring
company) is DONATING ($4,500.00) and
installing a full video monitoring system
with all the equipment. The cameras will be
installed inside the buildings.

*

The kitchen project (warming area) is FULLY
FUNDED!! Construction has begun.

*

We have been blessed from the families
that loaned us $80,000.00.

*

Blessed to begin my 16th year at St. John’s.
Ann

*

Thanks and gratitude to God for everyone
who has recovered from their surgeries over
the summer.

*

Thank you to everyone for St. John’s ability
to replace 2 air conditioners this summer.

1 Carol & Greg Van Natta
3 Sam & Bob Corwin

Do you have a “Praise the Lord” you would like
to share? Please email it to Ann at
st.johns@verizon.net.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below.
This group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the
prayer chain. Requests are confidential.
Call: (760)
Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 / Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093 / Marji Vasholz 345-5052
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FELLOWSHIP WARMING AREA UPDATE
On August 30th we will be constructing a portion of
the new wall for the expanded warming area. A
temporary wall will be constructed also to connect to
the two back West exit doors in order for the
construction workers to enter the area without
disturbing the Homework Club. The temporary
portion of the wall will have a temporary door that
will allow people to enter the existing warming area
for Sunday, September 2nd. The kitchen will be out
of commission during construction.
All of the items in the fellowship warming area will be
sorted and boxed up the week of September 3rd with
actual construction starting on September 10th. We
plan on having the entire warming area completed by
the end of October or sooner if possible.

Thanks to members who
remember to save bags and egg
cartons, who purchase
additional food when shopping
for groceries, who designate
FIND in the memo section of
their checks to St. John’s, who
volunteer their time to pack
and distribute bags, who
transport food from the FIND warehouse to church,
who help recipients take bags to their cars, who man
the registration tables, who guide groups to the right
place in line, who keep our records accurate, and to
everyone who helps put everything back in order
after distribution. Thanks again.
July (3 Tuesdays)

We ask that you be observant and cautious in all
areas of construction while it is in progress and your
patience will be greatly appreciated.

2011

2012

# of people served

606

696

# of people over 55

195

184

87

81

# of children age 5-19

131

180

# of people 20-55

196

251

# of families served

243

258

# of children under age 5

Thanks & God Bless

BUILDING ADDITION COMPLETE
WARMING AREA REMODEL TO START
The estimate to complete the warming area in
Fellowship Hall is approximately $46,000 - THANKS TO
YOUR GENEROSITY, all of the money has been raised
and construction will begin on September 10th .
To keep you up to date on the building finances five couples loaned St. John's a total of $80,000
INTEREST FREE. THAT NEEDS TO BE REPAID. If those
loans were repaid over a three (3) year period, it
would amount to $2,223 monthly. Let's all reach
down a little deeper and repay those very generous
five (5) couples who made it possible to complete the
wonderful remodel of our facilities.

Will begin their season on
September 19th.
Meeting will be in the
conference room in the
Ministry Center during
construction. There will be NO POTLUCK until
construction is complete.

Yours in Christ,
Doug Nehls
Treasurer
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Breakfast and Bible Study will
be on September 15th.

COMBINING EVANGELISM AND MISSION
Lothar Vasholz / lotharav@aol.com
OUR WEB SITE - We are focusing our actions on improvements/changes to our web site.
Currently compiling a list of items-we welcome any suggestions your may have. A special
appeal to our "seasonal" friends-share with us the items you like on your "home" church
web site.
ADULT FORUM - Sunday September 9th following our 10 am service , in our new MINISTRY CENTER, room 108,
we will inaugurate a series titled "ADULT FORUM" Our first presentation will focus on the Thrivent
organization-the social services branch of Thrivent Financial. We’ll learn how Thrivent selects service
projects, its specific value to St. John's, and the details of the Thrivent organization. Your participation is
welcomed. Sunday, September 23rd we will review the September Church Council meeting. The Council
meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month-we will follow the Council meeting with a review at the ADULT FORUM
on the following Sunday. This topic will be repeated every month after Council meetings.
FOR OUR NEIGHBORS - For our neighbors across the street, at the Washington Street Apartments; we have
collected and delivered a DVD player, some puzzles, and a number of books. The items were warmly
received and will be used in their Community Center. We will continue collecting useful items, focusing on
puzzles and craft items.
COFFEE-CONTINUING DURING CONSTRUCTION - Remodel of our warming area is underway. During the project
we will continue the after service "coffee & goodies (cookies only)" fellowship. Focus for the items will be
the East end of Fellowship Hall near the inside door to our Ministry Center. Thank you to all "servers" and a
special thanks to the project organizers, Rick and Karen Sorensen.
VISITOR'S SUNDAY - A date for Visitor's Sunday for later in September will be announced.
REACH OUT TEAM - Your Reach Out Team continues to meet and consider any and all opportunities to focus on
Evangelism and Mission. Your input is important. Let us hear from you.

REFLECTIONS

Labor Day brings to mind picnics, cookouts and family
gatherings. Falling on the first Monday in September, it marks the
unofficial end of summer and the beginning of a new school year.
But the holiday was created in 1882 to honor the social and
economic contributions of American workers.

In a strong economy, it’s easy to take for granted the ability to work and be paid well. But times have
changed during the past few years, with many people still struggling with unemployment and
underemployment.
During our holiday celebrations this year, let’s give thanks for the jobs we have, pray for those who aren’t as
fortunate and offer words of encouragement or help to someone who needs it.
Newsletternewsletter.com
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The summer flew by, so the youth of St. John's spent the month of August sharing some good
times and planning for a new church season. On the 8th we all got together for a fun movie night.
We ate pizza, hung out with our friends and watched the "Mighty Macs." On the 14th, we were
up bright and early to help with the FIND distribution. On the 18th the youth group caught a train
to Oceanside and spent an amazing day at the beach. We still can't decide which is more fun, the
train or the beach. We finished off the month with a youth group planning meeting on the 26th.
The youth have some exciting things planned for the upcoming year and are looking forward to
the new church season.
September Events -

Friday, September 7th - Back to School Lock-in
Sunday, September 16th - Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Saturday, September 22nd - Lazer Bowling @ Fantasy Lanes
Sunday, September 30th - Rock the Flock Kickoff 5 to 7pm

The Sunday school kids have had a great summer. Aside from an amazing Vacation Bible School,
they have been busy each week with their lessons about the ministry of Jesus. They also took
time to enjoy some fun games and art projects. This month we will get back to our "Spark"
lectionary curriculum so that the families can share their weekly lessons.

We Want You!

- We are looking for members who would like to be a part of an

intergenerational planning team for Youth Ministries. This committee will meet quarterly to
help plan youth and family events and service projects. If you like to be a part of our team
please call Molly at 760-534-6624.

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this! If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it.
If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!

WHY GO TO CHURCH?
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church
every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like 3,000
sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the
pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on
for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me,
I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this. They all nourished me and
gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically
dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" When you
are DOWN to nothing..... God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives
the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!
"When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus, could you get that for me?"
Author unknown, shared by one of our members. Thank you .
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Celebration Singers

Hey gang!
I hope you have had a great summer! We will resume rehearsals on a new day-Thursday, October
11th at 4:00pm in the music/choir room of the Ministry Center. I am excited about some great new
music that I have found and cant wait to share it with you!!!! In the mean time, I wanted to let you
know about an opportunity to work on your music reading skills. The following notice was sent to
area choir directors:
The choir director at Sacred Heart, Noel White, is extending an invitation to any and all singers who
are interested in learning basic vocal, choral and music skills. This workshop is free to anyone who
wants to attend and is held In the St Theresa Room at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Palm Desert,
on the corner of Fred Waring and Deep Canyon. Below are the dates.
4 September 12-3 Women only /

5 September 9-12 Women only

/ 6 September 12-3 Men only

I worked with Noel White at Sacred Heart last season and I think you will find him loads of fun and very easy to learn from.
He is a retired highschool music teacher and has great energy, patience, and ability in teaching those new to choir and
music reading. Please, if at all possible, take advantage of this great opportunity to sing, grow, and meet new people!
I will be going to at least one of the ladies sessions and will probably sit in on the men's session too. If you need a ride,
want to car pool or just want someone to "walk in with" I am happy to oblige! In any event, please let me know if you are
planning to attend so I can give Noel a "heads up"!!!!
If you are out of town, please let me know when you will be back so we can plan our annual kick-off party!!!!! :)
See you soon! Laura Stave / Phone (760)564-0137

Have you noticed a friendlier than normal face greeting you as you entered church over the last
few months? Has that friendly face made you feel more welcome? We have been trying out
the idea of a greeter every Sunday morning to:
Make everyone feel more welcome
Welcome first time visitors in a more personal way
Help St. John's be an inviting church to attend
Encourage newcomers to come back again
Your feedback is important. Please let us know if you like the new greeters by emailing Millie Taylor any
ideas/suggestions: iammillietaylor@gmail.com

One of the best things about heading back to school is the chance for a fresh start. A
new year, new teachers, perhaps even a new school offer students the opportunity to try
a little harder and do a little better than the year before.
Praise God that he allows us to always start over. Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies
“are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:23a). With God’s help we can begin each day
with a clean slate and a new attitude, determined to make some changes for the better.
Newsletternewsletter.com
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