42695 Washington Street Palm Desert, CA 92211
(760) 345-2122

The“Good News” Paper
April 2015

Volume ~ 7

Regular Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class - 107

Issue ~ 1185
Special Dates in April

2
3
4
5
22

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday
Administrative Professionals Day

Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101
11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship - 4 PM every week.

Mission Statement:
To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Dick Mathison, Interim Pastor : pastormathison2015@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net
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A Letter to you, from Pastor Dick Mathison
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s,
It's feeling good - to be "back in the saddle again". I have enjoyed my retirement, but it seems God always has some
other plans, and here I am working with you and walking with you on our Lenten journey to the cross and the
resurrection of our Lord. I get energy from the inspiration I feel from all your prayers and your many words of
support and encouragement. The music in our worship is so strong and powerful, how can a pastor not feel uplifted
and empowered for ministry. I thankfully still feel the love and inspiration of Kay, my soul-mate, for our 55 years of
marriage. She has been promoted to her heavenly home, but I sense her presence in ways beyond words.
The Lenten journey through death to life, was the way it happened for Jesus, and it is the way, every child of God
will one day experience it. I like the way the Salvation Army expresses it, "When we die, we are promoted to glory".
Our life here is so brief, even if we live to be a hundred; and as my mother told me just before she died at age 94,
"the best is yet to come". I am looking forward to proclaiming the Good News for each of the seven Sundays of the
Easter Season. The themes and the texts for each of my sermons are on the back of this letter.
In the next few weeks I plan to help train and prepare a team of caring people to be "Eucharistic Ministers". They
will make visitations to home-bound people, and to those either hospitalized or recovering at home, who are unable
to worship with us. They will bring the Sacrament and share God's love with those who are so often neglected. We
will have communion kits on the Altar on Sunday, with blessed bread and wine from our worship. I have been making
visits to shut-ins, and telling them we will be more faithful in bringing them "God's great gift of Holy Communion".
Another plan that I am working to develop, is one
we have in place at Sunriver Christian Fellowship in
Sunriver, OR, where I usually get to spend my
summers. This is a plan to lift up in prayer, by
name each Sunday about 5 persons or families. A
letter will go out early each week with a personal
greeting from me the Interim Pastor. It will say,
"You are a precious part of our fellowship of
believers, and we want you to know that we will
be praying for you and your household this
coming Sunday. It is our desire to have every
member household prayed for each year. May the
Lord bless you richly as we lift you up in prayer.
At the end of this letter, which will also go out in
our April newsletter, I've asked Ann to give you the
ways you can request ministry team leaders to lift
you and your loved ones in praise, intercessory
prayer, or “hands on” service. Please put this
information by your phone, so you know what to
do when you face a specific need. Please read
"THE PASTOR'S STUDY". It is on a plaque here in
the Pastor's office at St. John's. I thought you
would like to know what happens here, and how you can get help when you need it.
With a grateful heart for your love and support for our ministry together at St. John’s, Pastor Dick Mathison
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PRAYER MINISTRY: Please call Diana Lang (760-360-2479) with any prayer request or praise you would like
supported through our prayer ministers. Prayer needs are sent out promptly by Diana through email. You
must have the person's permission for Diana to send out the email request for prayer. If you would like to
be one of our prayer partners, please contact Diana.
CARING MINISTRY: Please call Diana Lang (760-360-2479) when someone is either hospitalized, recovering
at home, or any other situation where a personal visit from Pastor Dick or one of our visiting ministers
would be helpful to you or your loved ones. In addition to the pastor, we also have Eucharistic lay visitors
who bring the sacrament of Holy Communion to those who are home bound.
GRIEF MINISTRY: Please call Pastor Dick Mathison at St. John's (760-345-2122), or at his home at
(760-393-8485) for support in the loss of a loved one.

April & May Preaching Series for
7 Sundays of Easter
Call Committee

Theme: “RAISED WITH CHRIST

Mitch Phillips - Chairman
Ben Bridges
Judy Burke
Sally Jahries
Diana Lang
Norma Jean Woods

April 5th Easter Resurrection of Our Lord
Gospel: John 20:1-18 (or Mark 16:1-8)
“What Happens When You Dare To Believe It?”
April 12th 2nd Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 20:19-31 & 1 John 1:1-2,:2
“Honest Doubt Deepens Faith”
April 19th 3rd Sunday of Easter
Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 & 1 John 3:1-7
“Growing To Be Like Christ”

Church Council

April 26th 4th Sunday of Easter
Gospel: 10:11-18 & 1 John 3:16-24
“What A Day When We Will See God Face to Face”

Mitch Phillips
Millie Taylor
Sherry Silver
Christy Ansbro
Curt Starkweather
Ruth Allen
Larry Lang
Ben Bridges

May 3rd 5th Sunday of Easter
Gospel” John 15:1-8 & 1 st John 4:7-21
“Learning How To Love”
May 10th 6th Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day
Gospel: John 15:9-17 & 1 John 5:1-6
“We Can Only Pass It On”
May 17th 7th Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 17:6-19, 26 & 1 John 5:9-13
“Letting God Love You”
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President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Deacon
Evangelism/Outreach
Music & Worship
Trustee

Dear Members and Friends,
With our winter season coming to a close, I wish to extend a special thanks to our winter
visitors. Not only is your presence a warm and added touch to St. Johns but everyone needs to know how much
additional help and support you bring us and the community. Don't rush off but when you depart travel with God's
speed.
All Christians can relate to this special time of the season. It also allows us time to reflect on what we have to be
thankful for and what Jesus did for all of us. Also what he does on a daily basis. St. Johns is a warm and welcoming
place to worship. Your continued support of all the activities and staff is our walk in Christ as a congregation. This
will continue to grow and spread as ALL of us walk hand in hand spreading the good word about St .Johns. Welcome
a friend, family member or anyone looking to find comfort, forgiveness, and a place to worship. Youth is the key
to a balance diversified congregation. This has been the goal of many and many of God's houses; we need to make
it a priority at St. John’s.
I thank all the staff and all the volunteers that help turn the wheels at our church, it is truly a team effort with God
helping us all the way.
Bless you and all your families during this Lenten and Easter period.
Mitch Phillips, President

Would you like to be a Blessing to others? - Occasionally the need arises for a ride, a
meal, or a friendly visit to be furnished to members and friends of St. John's. Please
contact Diana Lang at 760-360-2479 or email her at diana@lcdinc.net if you are
interested in being involved in a Caring Ministry. You will also be Blessed! THANK
YOU to those who have answered this need.

FOUR LESSONS OF GOOD FRIDAY
The Rev. James Martin, S.J., author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage (HarperOne), writes that Jesus’ suffering and death almost
2,000 years ago are very relevant to our 21st-century lives. He says Good Friday teaches us that:
1. physical and emotional suffering are part of life;
2. suffering isn’t always the result of sin;
3. Jesus was fully human — and thus understands our humanity; and
4. suffering isn’t the last word.
“The message of Good Friday is incomplete without Easter,” Martin writes. “The story of the Passion is not simply
of a man being brutally tortured, nailed to a cross and executed by the Romans. It’s the story of a man who turns
himself fully over to the Father’s will, trusts that something new will come out of this offering and receives the
astonishing gift of new life.”
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REACHING OUT AND SERVING LOCALLY: ANSWERING THE CALL FOR SHARING THE
WORD - AN OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY IN LA Quinta
We were recently contacted and asked for Bible studies and, possibly in the future,
worship services to be brought on site of a recently opened senior living facility in La
Quinta. The Palms of La Quinta just opened to residents this past December. To date
approximately 70 people have moved in; their maximum capacity is about 175 residents. Among other amenities,
the facility has built a chapel for the use of their residents, many of whom can no longer drive themselves to places
of worship. The chapel can seat less than 30 people and appears to be a welcoming gathering spot for quiet
reflection and study. Residents are anxious for their chapel to be put to use and for Bible studies to be brought to
them.
People of St. John's - Praise God!
What an exciting opportunity has been brought to us to serve the Lord and His people!
Preliminary plans are to begin a Bible study at The Palms in May. I agreed with the facilities activity director that we
will coordinate with her to announce and arrange a get-together meeting with interested residents in April. At the
meeting we should bring a few selections of possible Bible study areas from which interested residents can choose
one topic for the first Bible study. We would arrange the date and times of the weekly or bi-monthly study circle
at that April get-together meeting. We would then begin that study (hopefully) in May. Yes, there are lots of details
to arrange, but what an opportunity for us to act on our belief that we are charged to do God's work with our hands
by serving and loving our neighbors!
A team is being formed to bring this ministry into being. We need topics, materials, planners and leaders or
facilitators. Please, join us! And don't worry if you don't have much time in April or May to devote to this activity.
With many hands and with each of us bringing our unique God-given gifts to this ministry no one will have too heavy
a load to bear…and if we answer God's call now we may have many ongoing opportunities to contribute time, talent
and ideas to this service in the future.
This is a ministry we can all participate in some way - whether fulltime valley residents or "in-season" snowbird
residents or visitors. If you can't come to a meeting now please call Ruth Allen at 760-251-2251 or
emailallenjimruth@directv.net with your suggestions, ideas, concerns or questions. Please, also, pray for this
ministry. And, maybe while we are at it the Spirit will, also, help us get some new study circles going onsite at St.
John's! Won't you please come join us? Our first St. John's planning meeting is scheduled for April 7, 2015, at
10A.M. in the Ministry Center conference room. Hope to see you there.
Ruth Allen
ADULT FORUM EVERY SUNDAY MORNING
Beginning on April 12, Pastor Dick will have a brief session between worship services at 10:15, in room #101 in the Ministry
Center. We invite you to join us for a provocative series of videos and a discussion around the basics of our Christian Faith:
Prayer (Oriented toward God)
Food (Eating with Jesus)
Worship (Seeking God's presence)
Sacraments (A tapestry of traditions)

Money (The joy of sharing)
Service (The needs around you)
Community (An unexpected family)

Go to Fellowship Hall to get refreshments, then go directly to Room #101, for the video and brief discussion.
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENTS
A “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS” MILITARY AND VETERANS MINISTRY:
SERVING AND SUPPORTING OUR ACTIVE AND VETERAN MILITARY MEMBERS
SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2015 / 11:30A.M. - 2:00P.M.
St. John's Fellowship Hall

Please join us for lunch and a presentation on ways you can join those working within the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America to support active military force members and veterans. Additionally, we will
have a presentation on assisting veterans in accessing services and benefits.
Guest speakers: Pastor Scottie Lloyd and Clinton Hollins
Pastor Scottie Lloyd, currently Pastor for Our Savior Lutheran Church in San Bernardino, is a retired U.S.
Army Colonel and former ELCA Federal Chaplain. He is the lead for the Working Group for Congregational
Liaison for the ELCA Bureau for Federal Chaplaincy Ministries. Pastor Lloyd will
explain;
* what a Federal Chaplain does and why the position is important (Pastor Scottie will come with examples
of chaplain kits and prayer books from World War I to the present)
* the need for support for seminarians interested in becoming a Federal Chaplain
* the Prayer Book for Armed Forces and how we can help provide it to military members
* the new website to be launched in March which will help provide and direct congregations to resources
to assist veterans and with other projects
* the availability of a synod chaplaincy resource person as a contact point for congregations
Clinton Hollins, a veteran who served 20 years in the U. S. Marines, is an accredited VA service officer. Mr.
Hollinsworked 8 years as a Riverside County veterans service officer helping veterans obtain services and
benefits. He is an expert in helping military veterans learn how to access benefits and services to which they
are entitled. He now works privately to assist veterans and their families obtain benefits and services. Mr.
Hollins will share information on how to utilize the local VA office to help resolve benefit issues and how to
expedite access to needed services.
If you are a military veteran, an active member of the armed forces, a family member of a veteran or military
family, or a citizen concerned about the supporting our active and veteran military - including providing
spiritual support - you'll want to come to our presentation and get involved. PLEASE RSVP BY 4/6/2015:
PHONE 760-251-2251 OR EMAIL allenjimruth@directv.net. We hope you can join us!
Lunch will be served. Donations in support of our event will be appreciated.
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ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
For your convenience there are several
ways for you to make your contribution to
St. John’s other than Sunday morning.
2 Alice Zilinsky
Patrick Karst
4 Carol Karin Mouland
6 Clint Sattler
7 Raquel Wise
Bryce Jankowski
11 Barb Grans
12 Jordan Donnelly
13 Paige Warren
14 Lois Koch
Sue Branson
15 Bud Boston
17 Joan Laudig
20 Laura Stave
20 Ariana Espinoza
21 Janet Peper
24 Norma Campbell
Sherry Silver
26 Marcia Vashaw
27 Gabriela Mouland
29 Mindy Davis
30 Peter Louis

4 Paul Stucki
Robin Young
Christopher Alacano
5 Wade Adams
6 Irma Mouland
Andrew Gatch
7 Connor O'Brien
10 Richard Ogle
16 Jerry Buckley
18 Tanner Stave
Payton Erdahl
21 Judy Burke
Cherine Radley
22 Rick Sorensen
23 Melton Bockman
26 Bella Rose D'Alessio
27 Ruth Cumber
28 Linda Wolf
Michael Sindoni
29 Abigail Kohfield
30 Sarah Melkonian

EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) forms are
available for you in the narthex, or you
can go directly to our website and
schedule your contributions on-line.
Thank you for your continued support. If
you need assistance please call Ann in the
church office.

Our NEWSLETTER,
“The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf file
(portable document file).
Please make sure we have
your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe
Reader, available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

“Our Lord has written the promise of the
resurrection, not in books alone, but in
every leaf in springtime.”
—Martin Luther
1 Patti Mathis & Michael Miller
4 Lois & Bill Koch
10 Sue & Phil Branson
Jo Le & KC Wilson
24 Dyann & Jim Upshaw

4 Shirley & Tom Laffin
Jo & Phil Larson
7 Judy & Mitch Phillips
11 Anita & Myron Yurko
18 Marylynn & Jim Kintner
21 Marilyn & Walter Miller
22 Phyllis & Bill Evans
25 Diana & Larry Lang
29 Sara & Frank Van Patten

“We are only fully alive when we’re
helping others.”
—Rick Warren

“When you talk, choose the very same
words that you would use if Jesus were
looking over your shoulder. Because he
is.”
—Marie T. Freeman
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PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or someone else, please contact one of the people listed below. This
group stretches far and wide via e-mail. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain.
Requests are confidential. Call:
Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Wed dings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship and study, the club provides a
financial avenue to support St. John's programs, i.e. the St. John's Scholarship Program. It also
serves as a personnel resource from among club members for programs such as the annual
Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on April 18 at 7:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey
duke06@dc.rr.com / 760-345-2902 / cell 760-702-7328

All women of St. John's are invited to the Women's Group the first and third Wednesday
mornings of each month. The time is from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm (you may come late or leave
early if needed) in the Fellowship Hall. After we gather for coffee, we have a meeting, work
on a project or listen to a speaker. The Pastor provides a Bible study and then we eat our
potluck lunch. Come, join us.

VOLUNTEERING
IS

Attention one and all.............. If you are interested in serving the Lord and St.
John's by being a Reader, Usher or Communion Assistant, please let us know. It
is a rewarding job and a great opportunity to meet members of the
congregation.
Please call or email Curt Starkweather for the opportunity to serve.
(760) 399-1982 rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

STEWARDS OF THE EARTH
In our consumer culture, it’s easy to forget that “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1,
NIV).God calls us to be caretakers of his entire wonderful creation. What a huge responsibility — and privilege —
to have stewardship over everything God has made! Thomas à Kempis, writing in the 15th century, noted the
proper attitude toward God’s creation: “If your heart were right, then every created thing would be a mirror of
life for you and a book of holy teaching, for there is no creature so small and worthless that it does not show
forth the goodness of God” (The Imitation of Christ, the Interior Life).
Newsletternewsletter.com
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The youth of St. John’s spent the month of March serving and spending time together. We kicked
off the month with two Rock the Flock performances on the 1st. The kids performed a special song
to welcome back Pastor Dick, and later that day they were busy again with the Musical
Extravaganza. The kids served in many different roles, from performers, sound crew, selling raffle
tickets, and supervising the auction. The show was a big hit and we earned over $1700.00 for
youth events and summer camperships. Thank you to all who supported this fantastic event. On
the 13th the youth headed out to Boomers for a fun night of mini-golf and go-carts. On the 15th, the
kids were up bright and early to host a delicious pancake breakfast for the congregation. The breakfast was a
thank you to the congregation for the overwhelming support of the high school youth trip to the ELCA National
Gathering in Detroit this summer. On the 22nd, the kids were busy rehearsing for Palm Sunday service. On the
28th, following Saturday worship, we headed out to the movies to see a powerful new movie called “Do You
Believe.” We finished the month with some special performances for the Palm Sunday services. We had Rock the
Flock, Youth Choir, and a Palm Procession led by all our St. John’s kids. What a great way to begin Holy Week!
Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 4th – Children’s Easter Event 1pm
Thursday, April 9th – Bethany Hamilton @ Southwest 7pm
Sunday, April 12th – Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Sunday, April 19th – Aquatic Center 1pm
Sunday, April 26th – Youth Group 5 to 7pm

Attention All Kids!
Our annual Easter Event is April 4th at 1pm. Join us for an egg hunt, giant waterslide,
games, crafts, treats, egg coloring and more.
It’s Free and friends are welcome!

Sundays – CONFIRMATION CLASS 10:10 AM in the Ministry Center, room 107.

April and May will be the months to find out if FIND can operate with part time helpers. Sharen
Merrill and Molly Farrin have set aside certain days of the week to meet me at the warehouse.
We'll follow this schedule until we have bought enough eggs, meat and cereal for our next
distribution. (We were able to complete our purchases in the first two weeks of this month for
March 24th's distribution). I'll be traveling for three weeks in April and two weeks in May. That
will be a good test for all of us. An interesting observation: Starting in December, we noticed a decline in the
number of families we served. Other agencies reported the same drop. We thought that it may have been due
to the flu, but that didn't hold true for the next few months. That lower number has stayed the same since
December 2014. Now we think it may be attributed to a better economy? Let's hope so.
Our winter volunteers will be leaving soon. If you have thought about helping, we would love to welcome you to
the action. Many hands make lighter work for all. It's only once a month for 2-3 hrs of serving others. Please let
me know if you'd like to participate. Jackie Kramer 760-202-2324
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