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Sunday Schedule

Sunday
9:00 AM Traditional Service
10:00 - Confirmation Class / Ministry Center room 107
10 To 10:45 Coffee Fellowship
10:15 - Faith Chat - / Ministry Center room 108
11:00 AM Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church
Wednesday’s in Lent
12 Noon - Bible Study / Room 108
5 - 6 - Celebration Singers Rehearsal
6:15 - Soup supper
7 PM - Holden Evening Prayer

Special Dates in March
1 World Day of Prayer
3 Third Sunday in Lent
10 Fourth Sunday in Lent
Daylight-Saving Time begins
Girl Scout Sunday
17 Fifth Sunday in Lent
20 First Day of Spring
24 Palm Sunday
28 Maundy/Holy Thursday
29 Good Friday
30 Holy Saturday
31 Easter Sunday

The

“Good News” Newspaper

Dear Friends,
Thank you for a healthy
initial Lenten response.
We've been studying the
lessons for Sunday at noon
on Wednesday. In the same evening we've gathered
for soup suppers, worship prayerfully sung, discussing
our faith journey, and having a nice hymn-sing as well.
I've been gratified by your interest and willingness to
take part. We continue our Book of Faith Lenten
Journey with the "Beyond Question" format, March
6th through March 20th ! Questions we're looking
into are: 1) "Where is your faith?' 2) "Who do you say
that I am?" 3) "What do you want me to do for you?"
4) "Do you love me?" and 5) "How will you believe
what I say?" Come and join. It's been good for all of
us.
Beginning March 24th on Palm Sunday we'll do Luke's
Passion narrative at both services, giving us the drama
of Holy Week's events for the sermon that day.
March 28th , Maundy Thursday our Youth are working
up a pasta supper at 6:15pm followed with a 7:00 pm
program. We've been emphasizing "Hunger" issues
with our offerings throughout Lent. A Lutheran World
Relief program will be presented by some of our own
people, to help continue stimulating our on-going
opportunity and interest.

Now that you know the plan, invite some friends,
neighbors, or family visiting with you. It's always
delightful to have so many visitors that we couldn't
possibly introduce them or give them a cup from St.
John's. Easter is a great time to commune with the
whole fellowship, past and present friends whom God
has placed in our midst and whose memory and
spiritual example still shine out to us. It's also a time
for healing and hope in new life options, with
renewed heart and spirit. God gives second chances,
ways to continue life beyond what we know. It's a
wonderful partnership that continues beyond our
ordinary dreams and imagination. It means all things
are possible in God, in Christ who sustains us. It
means the future is brighter than we may feel at the
moment or even have the ability to see or
understand. Faith isn't limited to what you and I can
see, touch, or conceive. With God the dimensions
move widely and deeply into promise and life to
come. It may take seven Sundays to celebrate this
great a season. It may take us a life-time to come to
terms with what all this may mean. It's good to get
started though and restarted deepening trust and
letting Easter lift us.
May you be blest with Easter joy and celebration in
the ways that your life is growing closer to our Lord.
Let the joy bells ring, the Lenten fast is soon over.
See you in church, Pr. C-

th

Good Friday, March 29 will have two worship
opportunities: 12 noon and 7 pm. Celebration
Singers will help us dramatize the events of the cross
at noon. That night the darkness will add to the
drama already there in the carrying of the cross. Both
gatherings are Tenebrae services.
Easter is nice and early this year Sunday, March 31st
so we'll start off early too at 7:00 am. We'll call it
Early Easter Joy. Celebration Singers will be there and
also at the 9:00 am Easter Celebration. Easter Praise
will be the 11:00 am worship service! Special festive
music will be a part of all three services.

Now let the heavens be joyful!
Let earth her song begin!
Let the round world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;
Invisible and visible,
Their notes let all things blend,
For Christ the Lord has risen,
Our joy that hath no end.
—St. John of Damascus

WALKING WITH GOD
April Birthdays (1 - 10)
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Makenna Jones
Shirley Laffin
Dean Charley
Justin Johnson
Winifred Vincent
Deborah Hulslander
Bettvan Keulen
Elizabeth Waaler
John Read
Riley Jo Purdy
Dan Flahive
Harry Waaler
Ernie Espinoza
Dorothy Azer
Pat Tucker
Lily Bartram
Jett Peterson
Ed Ahlmeyer
Sam Hansen
Ed Hewitson
Duke Frey
Jacob Melcher
Jackie Kramer
Bonnie Wolf
Hannah Van Patten
Boyd Neiertz
Carla Dixon
Carol Swent
Ryan Bogie
Ryan Bartram

2 Alice Zilinsky
Patrick Karst
4 Samantha Fischer
Carol Karin Mouland
6 Clint Sattler
7 Georgia Hanks
Karen Lempert
Raquel Wise
Bryce Jankowski

Enoch, Noah’s great-grandfather, lived to be
365. But he didn’t die; instead, God “took
him away” to heaven (Genesis 5:24). The
reason, according to the Bible, is that Enoch
“walked with God.”
Such intimate communion with God, said
Edward Griffin (1770-1837), “is very fitly
represented by two close friends walking
together, engrossed with each other,
unmindful of all the world besides.”
Griffin added: “When two friends thus walk
together they keep the same course, and
thus are advancing toward the same object.
So the [person] who walks with God is
conformed to him in moral character.
Benevolence reigns.”

4 Laura & Lane Stave
14 Betty Jo & Len Brickles

Reprinted with permission Newsletternewsletter.com

April Anniversaries (1-10)
1 Patti Mathis & Michael Miller
4 Lois & Bill Koch
10 Jo Le & KC Wilson

THE COLOR PURPLE
We are still in the church season of Lent. Many churches have purple paraments on the altar, lectern and pulpit.
Many pastors and choir members wear purple stoles. Why purple? In ancient times, purple garments were
expensive and hard to find. The dye came from rare sea mollusks that had to be crushed to garner their purple
fluid. (One ounce of purple dye required 250,000 mollusks!) Then the right kind of fabric had to be placed in the
dye, dried and made into clothing, which was time-consuming.
Generally, only wealthy people and members of royalty could afford purple garments. For example, in the story
of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man “was dressed in purple and fine linen” (Luke 16:19, NRSV).
Purple is used in church sanctuaries during Advent and Lent because Christ is revered as the King of Kings.

2013 PROJECT FOR THE LADIES GROUP
The St. John's ladies group has undertaken a project of making a cookbook containing favorite recipes of
members of St. John's. Anyone who would like to participate is welcome to do so. Please e-mail or bring to the
church office your recipes, with your name included. (If you bring them to the church office, label the envelope
"RECIPES" and Ann will get them to the right place!) The cookbook will be published in November of 2013.
Deadline for recipes is September of 2013, but reminders will be sent from time to time. Help us make this a very
special project for St. John's.
If you wish to e-mail your recipes, the following addresses can be used: brockie@verizon.net;
bikoch@aol.com; or

The ladies group meets the first and third Wednesday of each month in Fellowship Hall, beginning at 9 a.m. and
ending at about noon with a potluck lunch. We have undertaken a new format of Bible study about the
upcoming Sunday's readings each time we meet, plus other philanthropic projects. Anyone wishing to interact
with other women of the church is welcome. Not only will you receive the gift of friendship, but a great
home-cooked lunch!

Agencies, who receive USDA food, have had a very different problem over the last few months.
The problem has been-- where to store the food issued by our government. There has been an
over abundance. Even the FIND warehouse had to rent outside facilities to house frozen meat
until they could allocate it to other agencies (us). We, in turn, didn't have the freezer space for
pallets of meat, so rather than refusing, we arranged for FIND to deliver the pallets on
distribution Tuesdays. Our recipients received frozen chicken, ham and pork patties right out of
the boxes. We had the privilege of watching our neighbors faces light up with disbelief when we filled their bags.
No one knows how long this "problem" will last. Our shelves are full of canned peaches, fruit cocktail, peanut
butter, spaghetti sauce, noodles, cranberry sauce and milk. In another month, they could be bare.
We're averaging over a hundred families on Tuesdays. I can organize, but our volunteers make it happen. They
guide everyone from the time they register, receive their food, to loading their cars. They all do a fantastic job
with genuine respect for each individual. It's a wonderful group effort and fun to watch. Serving others is an
ongoing lesson in stewardship that takes action on FIND Tuesdays. Thank you, Lord, for the opportunity to be of
service.

Our NEWSLETTER, “The Good News”,
newspaper is delivered via email in the
form of a pdf file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads,.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like prayer for you or
someone else, please contact one of the people
listed below. This group stretches far and wide via email. Make sure to ask the person’s permission to be
placed on the prayer chain. Requests are
confidential. Call: (760)
Diana Lang
360-2479
Joan Laudig 343-2093
Marji Vasholz 221-6571

Combining Objectives of Evangelism and Mission / Lothar Vasholz
Washington Street Apartments: Molly Farrin and Lothar Vasholz met with La Quinta City
officials; City Manager, and Managers of Building and Program functions. Our objective
was to share our interest in serving the residents of the Washington Street Apartments,
and to learn of City plans for the facility. The meeting achieved our objectives and has
established a basis for continual communication. We have tentative plans for activities, plans that will be firmed
up after Easter. For the next few weeks we encourage you to continue sharing reading materials, DVD's, and craft
projects. We look at the opportunity as a way to have a mission project—across the street—instead of 1000's of
miles away. Let us know if you have an interest in being part of the planning team for this project.
Pending projects:
We have several projects in the initial planning stages. If you have any interest in sharing your thoughts
about these projects please contact Lothar Vasholz at 760-285-3933.
Communication within the congregation needed? If so, how? What information? Suggestions.
Special interest seminars—i.e. Single Parent focus; different approaches to Bible Study; items of special
interest to Seniors.
Expansion of sharing groups; current groups, do we need to form additional groups?
What value to St. John's
Our Visitors Program: review current actions, consider additional actions, follow up system in place?
ELCA GLOBAL MISSION—Learning about it--What does it do? How can we make a difference? Building on
current activities. Your questions, observations, recommendations are welcomed!

If anyone is interested in being a Service Assistant (Usher, Greeter, Reader, or Communion
Assistant) please contact Millie Taylor at iammillietaylor@gmail.com
Everyone is welcome!
HELPERS ARE ESPECIALLY NEEDED AT THE
11:00 SERVICE

FEEDING THE NEEDY
Our first "Feeding the Needy" dinner was held at St. John's on Saturday, February 23rd and was a great success.
Special thanks to the many chili chefs and desert makers who did a fabulous job. And the many volunteers in the
"kitchen" were terrific. The food was amazing and our "guests" enjoyed the delicious food as well as the special
time they had with the St. John's worker bees. The response by the St. John's congregation was wonderful. We
had more volunteers than we could use! Again, thank you to everyone who participated. I think all involved
agree that it felt good to give of ourselves to those in need.
Carole Ericksen and Millie Taylor

The youth group is busy as always. We kicked off the month of February with a Rock
the Flock Performance on the 3rd. The kids brought a special message to our "preacher
man" Pastor Charles, wishing him a happy birthday. That same day, our confirmation
students got back to work with their classes. Thanks to Craig Jahries, for taking on this lively
group for another year. Later on, we headed out to the Silvers' house for our annual Super
bowl Party.
The kids had a great time watching the game, playing their own football game at half-time,
and eating tons of food. Thanks to Sherry Silver for letting us take over! On the 9th we got
our bikes and took a ride in the Tour De Palm Springs. It was a beautiful day, and a great way
to support the Men's Club Youth Scholarship Program. On the 17 we met for youth group and a Bible study that
was all about Lent. We discussed our inner and outer selves and how we can grow closer to God and each other
throughout the season. We wrapped up the month of February with a trip to the Riverside County National Date
Festival. There's nothing quite like a day of fair food and carnival rides!
March Events
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday

March 3rd
March 10th
March 16th
March 24th
March 28th
March 30th

Rock Performs / Musical Extravaganza & Silent Auction
Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Youth Camp out
Mission Sunday
Maundy Thursday Dinner 6pm
Children's Easter Event 1pm

Sunday school – The Sunday school kids are doing well, focusing on their lessons and having
fun growing together. They are enjoying the warmer days and are trying to finish their lessons
early so they can spend some time on the playground.
They are also looking forward to our upcoming
Hey Kids! Don't miss our annual Easter Event on Saturday, March 30th. We will
have an egg hunt, bounce house, games, crafts and treats, and it's all for you!
Join us at 1pm on the church lawn and don't forget to bring a friend.

What's near to you?
Author Robert Louis Stevenson said, "The best things in life are nearest." He referred to air in our nostrils, light
for our eyes, flowers at our feet and work before us. Stevenson might also have mentioned friends who truly
care, family members who love us unconditionally, the church that provides spiritual nourishment and daily
opportunities to aid others.
For example, as a retired couple left a store, they heard a man say he'd forgotten his wallet. The cashier had
already rung up the customer's few items. The embarrassed man was about to walk away empty-handed.
Quickly, the exiting couple told the cashier they'd pay the bill. The man, totally surprised, asked the couple who
they were and why they were helping him. They offered their names and said they only did what he might have
done if the situation were reversed. A chance to help another person was near, and that couple was blessed for
helping. Stevenson was right. The best things are near to us. We only need to look for them — and find the
blessings in them.

