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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 AM - Traditional Service
10 To 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall
Adult Bible Study/Discussion -101
11:00 AM - Praise & Worship
11 AM - Kids Church - 105
Saturday Worship
4 PM - Saturday Night Light
Except the 9th (Gospel concert)

To Know Christ
and To
Make Christ Known

Issue ~ 1193

Special Dates in January
1 New Year’s Day
5 Tuesday
5 to 7 PM - Farewell to Pastor Dick Mathison
6 Epiphany - Wednesday
9 AM - Women's Group - Fellowship Hall
4 PM - Eucharistic/Caregiver Ministers / Conference Rm.
Wednesday - Friday 6:30 - 8 PM Gospel Workshop F/H
9 - Saturday 4 & 7 PM Gospel Concert
10 Baptism of the Lord / Pastor Jen’s 1st Sunday
17 - Open budget forum between services in the Ministry Center
Conference Room
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance
18 - 25 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
24 - ANNUAL MEETING - between services.
31 - Bob & Samantha farewell after 11 AM Worship Service
6:30 PM - Pastor Jen’s Ordination at Ascension Lutheran

Website: www.stjohnslutheranchurchpd.com
Email addresses:

Dick Mathison, Interim Pastor : pastormathison2015@verizon.net
Ann Rhein, Office Manager : st.johns@verizon.net
Molly Farrin, Youth & Family Coordinator : mfarrin.st.johns@verizon.net

"NEW BEGINNINGS FOR A NEW YEAR"
(A Parting Word from Pastor Dick)
What an exciting time in the life of our St. John's congregation. "God's Hand" has been working all
these months of interim ministry, to help us find and call our new pastor. Now I know why the
interim ministry was so long (2 years,4 months). Pastor Jennifer Shaw was not available until now.
She comes to us with the highest recommendation of Bishop Murray Finck, our Call committee, and
our Church Council. To that, please add my vote of confidence. I was a delegate to our National Lutheran Church
convention, in San Antonio, TX. In 1970, and I am proud to tell you that I voted "yes", to ordain women as Lutheran
pastors. It was a very wise decision our church made 45 years ago. I want you to know that the pastor of the church
in Oregon, where I have my membership, is a woman. She has been pastor of Sunriver, Christian Fellowship (a
Lutheran/Episcopal congregation), for the past 20 years. Pastor Nancy Green is one of the most dynamic, effective
pastors I have ever known.
As many of you know, Pastor Jen will begin her ministry at St. John's in early January. Here are my plans for a smooth
transition:
(1) Exit Interview - 1st Week of January
(2) Pastor Jen & Church Council want me to stay till mid-January to help with orientation, and to assist her with
"catching the running train".
(3) Visitation to home-bound people. I will make appointments and introduce Pastor Jen, as we share Holy
Communion with them.
(4) Interim pastor's Litany of Farewell. On my last Sunday, we will have a public recognition of "passing the torch",
and letting the congregation know that my role as Interim pastor, has ended.
(5) I will step aside, and will not worship at St. John's, until I am invited back by the pastor. This is the poiicv of the
Pacifica Synod, and it's the right thing to do".
PASTOR JEN'S 1ST SUNDAY WILL BE JANUARY 10. I ask you to surround her with your love, your prayers, and your
support as she moves to the desert, and gets settled into her new home, (the 3rd thru the 9th of January).
I have a a question for you..."Why is St. John's such a live, and healthy church"?
The answer I gave to the men's group at their Bible study last Saturday, is that here at St. John's, the pastor, the
congregation, the leaders, the youth group, the men's club, and the women's club all have such a "strong sense of
mission". We are all about something that is "so much bigger than ourselves". I have learned very well in my 54 years
of ministry, since I was ordained, that pastors and churches that only think about themselves and about "survival",
always deteriorate. That explains why there is so much bickering, and gossiping in some churches. A church that is
engaged in doing the mission of Jesus, just doesn't have time to get sidetracked by that kind of unpleasantness. St.
John's is alive and well, because our mission, "TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE CHRIST KNOWN, is at the heart of all we
are about.
My farewell wish and prayer for you is that you "KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK", as you "HANG TIGHT TO JESUS
CHRIST. AND SIT LOOSE ON EVERYTHING ELSE!"
Your friend, and brother in Christ.
Dick Mathison

Tuesday, January 5th
5 to 7 PM
in Fellowship Hall.

Dear friends at St. John's,
Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. It is with gratitude and joy that I join you
in ministry in this new year. I look forward to meeting all of you and participating with you
as we do God's good work together. As we begin this venture, I trust that the God who has
been present in our journeys to this moment will continue to be present with us in all the
moments to come. In Christ and with all of you, I know it will be a fruitful and fulfilling New
Year!
Peace, Pastor Jen

Pastor Jen’s first day in the pulpit will be January 10th.
Pastor Jen will be ordained January 31st at 6:30 p.m. at
Ascension Lutheran Church
1600 East Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Please contact Millie Taylor if you would like to attend at 760-296-3252.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Well 2015 has passed and we all made it through another summer.
The big and exciting news is the arrival of Pastor Jennifer Shaw. At some point
everyone will personally get to meet her. Please help her out by wearing your
nametags; if you need a new one please contact Ann.
During the past 17 months I have been overly blessed with a call committee that
worked many hours in the search for our new pastor. Once we found that
perfect fit for St. John's we all knew it. This is a special group with so many
talents, but two of the best qualities are never saying NO to the process and
dedication for St. John's. Even after the important work is done they assist in the
transition period.
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With all that said, I have a weak spot in my heart for the outgoing savior Pastor
Mathison. He was my salvation and St. John's when we needed the perfect interim pastor. Three times he has come
to serve us in our need. I was just one of the lucky ones that got to work with him and learn from his teachings. Now
like many other things in life we must move on and take our learnings and further spread the teachings of this special
man.
The spreading of what St. John's is about is obvious. We all see it in the programs we have to offer the congregation
and community. FIND is transitioning with the passing of the torch from Jackie Kramer to Molly Farrin. Jackie has
brought FIND to a new level of outreach and community service. It is the largest outreach at St. John's and continues
to grow with the support from our congregation and volunteers. Jackie's talents are well suited for other things
needed at St. John's and I personally look forward to putting them to work after she takes some well deserved time
off.

Music continues to grow and be an instrumental part of St. John's. We will send Bob and Samantha Corwin good
wishes and happiness in their departure from the St. John's and letting them know they are always welcome at St.
John's.
2016 Will be a year of transition and excitement. Personal goals for me as your President will be Outreach/
Evangelism and diversification of the church body. We need to have all ages within the congregation. Let's all pray
for every staff member and member of St. John's, and pray for all our continued support and our ability to help
support the community around us and the ELCA.
God Bless St. John's
Mitch Phillips, President

TREASURER'S REPORT 2015
We have been so blessed here at St. John's during the 2015 year. We completed our renovations in the sanctuary
adding our new sound board and cabinet. We did not need to go into our line of credit during the slow summer
months. We did end up the year with expenses lower than budgeted and our contributions higher than budgeted.
Our year end figures are better than projected.
The 2015 budget forum will be held on January 17th between services in the conference room in the Ministry Center.
This is open to all members. This is your chance to go over the budget and ask questions prior to the congregational
meeting on January 24th.
It has been my pleasure to serve St. John's congregation as I complete my last year as treasurer.
Blessings,
Christy Ansbro

SEEKING THE BEST - I believe that appreciation is a holy thing — that when we look for what’s best in a
person we happen to be with at the moment, we’re doing what God does all the time. So in loving and
appreciating our neighbor, we’re participating in something sacred.
—Fred Rogers

HATE VS. LOVE
Civil-rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. compared hate to “an unchecked cancer,” saying it “corrodes the personality
and eats away its vital unity.” Unfortunately, the destructive force of hatred is often evident in nations, communities,
families and even churches.
The obvious — though not always easy — antidote to hatred is love. As The Message translation of Proverbs 10:12
states, “Hatred starts fights, but love pulls a quilt over the bickering.” The image of a comfy quilt symbolizes the
soothing impact that loving words and actions can have on enemies as well as friends.
Plus, it’s tough to share the gospel without showing love, which social reformer Elizabeth Cady Stanton called “the
‘open sesame’ to every soul.”

PRAYER CHAIN: Thank you to the prayer warriors who have been praying since September 8, 2008. Make sure
to ask the person’s permission to be placed on the prayer chain. The prayer chain is confidential and the prayer
requests are sent via email. Please join us! Call Diana Lang (760) 360-2479 or Joan Laudig (760) 343-2093.
Requests are confidential. Call: Diana Lang ~ 360-2479 or Joan Laudig ~ 343-2093
Contact the Sorensen's: Rick @ 760-989-0456 or Karen @ 760-989-0455 or
email - fijordsmen@verizon.net to host a Sunday. All your efforts are truly appreciated.
Consider our facility for any possible gatherings. Spread the word within the community. Examples:
* Wed dings
* Retirements
* Graduations
* Meetings * Celebrations
Please contact Mitch Phillips for further information. 760-360-8571 or MP@PROLANDSCAPESERVICES.NET
The Women's Group meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
(you may come late or leave early if needed) in the Fellowship Hall. All women of St. John's are
invited. After we gather for coffee, we have a meeting or work on a project or listen to a
speaker. The Pastor provides a Bible study and then we eat our potluck lunch. Come, join us.

The St. John's Men's Club is a proactive group of men who meet the 3rd Saturday of each
month. In addition to being an organization for fellowship, the club provides a financial avenue
to support St. John's programs. It also serves as a personnel resource from among club members
for programs such as the annual Musical Extravaganza and FIND.
The next scheduled meeting will be on January 16 at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. For your information and
planning --our current project is:
Supporting the Tour de Palm Springs which will take place on 23 January, This year's event will include in
addition to bike distance events - a one, two, and three mile walk event through the celebrity home Palm Springs
neighborhood. The Men's Club will be selling raffle tickets, and pledge sheets - as well as encouraging St John
rider participation. We will receive the total amount collected - from sales and rider participation -- which will
be committed toward our scholarship program.
You can register on line using URL ---http://www.eventbrite.com/e/tour-de-palm-springs-January-23-2016-registration-17449006448?aff=TSJLC16 or
pickup a registration form from Coordinator and Point of Contact, Duke Frey-- duke06@dc.rr.com /
760-345-2902 When filling out the registration form --- place in the entry code block --- code "TSJLC16" to insure
you are identified as a St John's participant.
Please join us for breakfast and fellowship. Contact for the St. John's Men's Club: Duke Frey - duke06@dc.rr.com
/ 760-345-2902.

Save the Date
Our 10th Annual Musical Extravaganza is scheduled for March 6, 2016 at 2:00
PM.
Great Musical Program.
Tickets will go on sale February 7, 2016.
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newspaper is delivered via
email in the form of a pdf
file (portable document file).
Please make sure we have
your email.
It can be viewed with Adobe Reader,
available for free at;
http://www.adobe.com/downloads

Thank you to all of you who are directing
your Thrivent Choice Dollars
to St. John’s.

FIND - Please continue to bring bags,
egg cartons (12 count), non perishable
food items, etc. Next distribution will be
January 26th.
CHURCH DIRECTORY
Please contact Ann in the church office or
make a note on your attendance slip on
Sunday. If you would like to pick it up on
Sunday, it will be in the brown A-Z
expanding file near the Usher Station or
come by the office Monday through
Thursday. Directories are printed as
requested to minimize paper waste.
Members are automatically in the
directory, friends of St. John’s must
request to be in the directory.

SWAT (St Johns Worship & Art Team) CALL TO SERVICE! If you are not on the team yet, you are welcome to join
us as we assemble winter visitor welcome kits and prepare displays for the blessing of the animals. Fun and
fellowship guaranteed! Contact Laura Stave 760-413-0823 for more information.

SERVICE ASSISTANTS NEEDED - Please contact Curt Starkweather to volunteer, there are many opportunities
for you to serve the Lord. Call: (760) 399-1982 or email: rstarkweath2@ft.newyorklife.com

St. John's is on Facebook! Search "St. John's Lutheran Church, Palm Desert" and like our page
so that you can get updates on all our important news and upcoming events.

Celebration Singers will begin singing in FELLOWSHIP HALL on THURSDAYS 4:00pm-5:30.
Now is the perfect time to try us on for size (blessing)!! Questions? call Laura Stave at 760-413-0823

A DAYTIME SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY - A small group of gals meets from January through April for afternoon
Bible studies in people's homes every other Wednesday afternoon. Our first meeting in January will be at Marilyn
Brockman's home in Bermuda Dunes on January 13, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. This year we're studying the parables,
starting with "The Lost Son" (Luke 15:11-32). Our leader is Sue Branson, an ordained minister. Anyone wishing to
join in may all Marilyn at (760) 774-0463 for more information.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE MUSIC AND WORSHIP DEPARTMENT!
What a season we had!! As we decked the sanctuary for Advent in
preparation for Christmas, we had NO idea the changes the new
year would bring to our community of worshipers.
As we say farewell to both our beloved Pastor Mathison and
long-time, devoted, worship leader's Bob and Sam Corwin, we are
eager and excited to welcome Pastor Jen to our chancel. Although
all of this brings a broad spectrum of emotions into our midst, as
always, we remain steady as we trust in God's plans to work in and
through our church.
As your music and worship leader, my focus at this time will be to
maintain a level of continuity as possible while enabling our new
pastor to continually develop worship that helps us all "To Know
Christ and to Make Christ Known" through this time of transition.
Lastly, thank you for your continued prayers and support for the
Gospel Workshop that is just around the corner. We are going to
bring in 2016 with spirit!!
Blessings, Laura Stave

The month of December was full of celebration and service for the youth of St.
John’s. We started off the month at the Palm Springs Festival of Lights Parade on
the 5th. What a great way to get in the Christmas Spirit! On the 13th we got
together to put the finishing touches on our Christmas Program, and on the 19th
and 20th it was show time! The youth did an amazing job singing, puppeting, and
putting their own unique spin on some of the nativity characters. How about those Wise Men? In between all
those rehearsals and performances the youth took time out to serve in their community. On the 17th they
volunteered at the C.V. Christmas store as shopkeepers, runners, and personal shoppers. On the 21st they
hosted “Cocoa and Carols” for our neighbors at the Washington St. Apartments, and were back the next morning
to help with FIND distribution! Don’t you love how the youth of St. John’s live out their faith? Both Rock the
Flock, and our youth choir were back on Christmas Eve to perform for the Family Service. It has been a fantastic
holiday season and the kids are looking forward to 2016. Happy New Year!!!!
January Events
Sunday, January 3rd – “Where’s Waldo” 1pm @ Westfield Mall
Saturday, January 9th – Gospel Concert 4 & 7 pm (No SNL)
Sunday, January 10th – Art Scavenger Hunt & Bible Study w/ Hope Youth
Sunday, January 17th – Youth Group 5 to 7pm
Sunday, January 24th – Bingo @ Washington St. Apts. 3pm
Sunday, January, 31st – Rock Practice 1pm / Kung Fu Panda 3

THE MEANING OF EPIPHANY
Epiphany, which comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, means “an appearance” or “a revealing.” Centuries
ago, the church set aside January 6, the 12th day after Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus as Christ to the
wise men, who were Gentiles. Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so the revelation of the divine Christ to the
non-Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus came to earth to save the whole world.
Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a globe or stylized portrayal of the
world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, hope and eternity.
On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the date of
Easter.

ALWAYS DOING A NEW THING
In 2015, scientists discovered more than 18,000 new species — some ancient and extinct, others contemporary.
They include a cartwheeling spider; fossils of a “feathered dinosaur”; a beautiful sea slug that photographs in
brilliant blues, reds and golds; a Christmas-colored plant that grows in near isolation in Mexico; and a pufferfish
whose males make intricate seafloor “crop circles” as spawning nests.
Such discoveries — regardless of how old or new the species are — demonstrate the ongoing creativity of God,
who both does new things and gives people new abilities to discover them.
Recently, we began a new church year with Advent. At Christmas, God did a new thing by becoming human. Now
we launch into a new calendar year, in which scientists will surely discover more new creatures. The newness all
around us reminds us that God is always doing a new thing in our lives, too!

THE MANY BLESSINGS OF GROUP BIBLE STUDIES
For several years now my husband and I have been part of a small
group Bible study that meets weekly (with some exceptions) from
November to April. With the excellent coordination of Vito enoese
to keep us organized, we use LifeGuide Bible Studies to explore and
reflect on various topics. Each week a group member takes a turn
leading those gathered through the week's study questions. When
we began attending these studies I had only a glimmer of an understanding of how blessed I would be to
become a part of this study group. I wondered - could we meet the weekly commitment? Surprisingly, the
answer is yes, with pleasure!
Last spring a call was made to our church from someone at a new senior apartment complex, The Palms of La
Quinta, asking if someone from St. John's might be able to help with a Bible study at their facility. Judy Burke
and I responded to the call and had several meetings with people at The Palms and then began facilitating a
"Bible reflection time" in May on into August. We started a follow-up study of Psalms as guides to prayer in
September which ended the first week in December. We'll begin a study of the book of Philippians in January.
While it has taken an effort to continue this study I can honestly state I have received many blessings and
renewed faith by being part of it and now look forward to our gatherings.
Many people within our congregation take part in various Bible study groups conducted regularly throughout the
communities in the Valley. The women's and men's groups at St. John's, also, make a practice of group study.
Once begun participants tend to become dedicated to continuing.
I recount these connections as examples and to encourage you to become part of a group or study if you are not
already doing so. Here are some of the reasons I have found personally and some of what I have heard others
recount on the benefits of small group studies.
* Where two or more are gathered in Jesus' name He is there. The promise He made to us can be experienced
in reading, studying, and discussing scripture with others - whether that is a gathering of two or many more.
* Deepening friendships and fellowship. As humans we are created to be in community with others.
* An opportunity to learn to pray with and for others.
* Nurturing of our faith - an awaking and growing of what it means to be in a community of Christians and to
live in Christ.
Certainly, we can and should read, pray, and study individually. There are many times in our lives where meeting
in study groups is not possible. However, when it is possible a nurturing growth of faith can occur beyond
expectations. During 2015 we were blessed to have Pastor Mathison as our Interim shepherd. Several times I
have heard Pastor say he encourages all members to do two things beyond attending weekly worship: do one
thing to grow their faith and do one thing to be of service (as the ELCA encourages us: to do God's work with our
hands.)
Participating in a small study group is an excellent way to grow one's faith. There are many resources available
to help guide us through a topic study, no one needs to be an "expert." If you have the opportunity to join a
small group this year I encourage you to do so. Or start a new one yourself. Talk with the Pastor,a council
member, myself, or a small group leader/coordinator such as Vito about ways to reach out to and grow with
others through small groups.
Praying for a year of growth and Peace for us all,
Ruth Allen

